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Sustainable Fisheries in the Caribbean 



  
      The Caribbean Branch works with the Caribbean Fishery Management Council (Caribbean Council) to manage fisheries in federal waters off Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands
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          Elkhorn coral


The Caribbean Branch works with the Caribbean Fishery Management Council (Caribbean Council) to manage fisheries in federal waters of the U.S. Caribbean. The U.S. Caribbean includes the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. The Commonwealth includes the main island of Puerto Rico and several smaller islands, such as Mona, Culebra, and Vieques. The U.S. Virgin Islands includes the main islands of St. Thomas, St. John, and St. Croix, along with many other surrounding minor islands.


The Caribbean Council develops management measures for key marine species through Fishery Management Plans and amendments. The Caribbean Branch puts in place the resulting regulations. Caribbean Branch staff provide guidance to the Caribbean Council and the general public on fisheries management; assess environmental impacts of proposed management measures; educate the public on fishery management issues; coordinate public review and comments during regulations development; and issue fishing closures to prevent overfishing.





Fishery Management Plans


Puerto Rico


St. Thomas and St. John


St. Croix


 


In October 2022, the Puerto Rico Fishery Management Plan, the St. Thomas and St. John Fishery Management Plan, and the St. Croix Fishery Management Plan replaced the Reef Fish Fishery Management Plan, the Spiny Lobster Fishery Management Plan, the Corals and Reef Associated Plants and Invertebrates Fishery Management Plan, and the Queen Conch Fishery Management Plan for management of federal fisheries in the U.S. Caribbean region.


Reef Fish (discontinued)


Spiny Lobster (discontinued)


Corals and Reef Associated Plants and Invertebrates (discontinued)


Queen Conch (discontinued)



Fishery Resources
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2020 and 2021 Combined Report of Marine Mammal Strandings in the United States


      
        
        
                                        
                                    Feature Story
                      
                        ,
                              
  
                
      
            
            
      
      
                  Alaska
              
                                                                                          
      

                
      
            
                        
      
      
                  New England/Mid-Atlantic
              
                                                                              
      

                
      
            
                  
      
      
                  Pacific Islands
              
                                                                                    
      

                
      
            
                                          
      
      
                  Southeast
              
                                                            
      

                
      
            
                                                
      
      
                  West Coast
              
                                                      
      

                
      
            
      
      
      
                  National
              
                                                                                                
      

      

                  

          
                  
            
  
                
      
            
            
      
      
                  Alaska
              
                                                                                          
      

                
      
            
                        
      
      
                  New England/Mid-Atlantic
              
                                                                              
      

                
      
            
                  
      
      
                  Pacific Islands
              
                                                                                    
      

                
      
            
                                          
      
      
                  Southeast
              
                                                            
      

                
      
            
                                                
      
      
                  West Coast
              
                                                      
      

                
      
            
      
      
      
                  National
              
                                                                                                
      

      

          

            

    
              
              
      
        


  
      
  
  


[image: Two stranding responders carry a stranded harbor porpoise away from some rocks]



                  
      A harbor porpoise is retrieved from the rocks at Odiorne Point State Park, New Hampshire. Credit: Seacoast Science Center
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Emergency Response Effort for Endangered Sawfish
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      Sawfish. Credit: Dana Bethea/NOAA Fisheries
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Where the Leatherbacks Roam
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[image: A team of four scientists in personal floatation devices on a boat handle a very large leatherback sea turtle for tagging]



                  
      The tagging team, Emily Christiansen, Samir Patel, Mike Judge, and Chris Sasso handling a leatherback sea turtle to be tagged. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Heather Haas (Permit #21233)
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      An oceanic whitetip shark swims near the surface of the water. Photo courtesy of John Carlson.
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Oceanic Whitetip Sharks: A Plan for Recovery
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[image: An angler holds a fish, its mouth open and air bladder inflated from barotrauma.]



                  
      Barotrauma expands gasses in a fish causing the air bladder and other organs to expand as well, making it difficult for fish to swim after release. Credit: NOAA Fisheries, Florida SeaGrant
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Return 'Em Right: Empowering Anglers to Save Fish from Barotrauma
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      Recreational fisherman with red snapper. 
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Addressing Misunderstandings about Gulf of Mexico Red Snapper Recreational Fishery Data
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    Leadership Message

    
      
Agency Approach to Saltwater Recreational Fishing Has Changed, Progressed through Partnership
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          Sign up for news and announcements

          Stay informed of all the latest regional news around NOAA Fisheries
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