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-ÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌȩ  
 
 
The Caribbean Fishery Management Council (Council) is one of eight 

regional fishery management councils established by the Magnuson-

Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act.  The Council is 

responsible for the conservation and management of U.S. Caribbean fish 

stocks.  

 

The Council consists of seven voting members:  

¶ Four voting members appointed by the Secretary of Commerce;  

¶ One voting member appointed by each of the Governors of Puerto 

Rico and the United States Virgin Islands (USVI); and 

¶ The Regional Administrator of NOAA Fisheries Southeast Region. 

 

The Council manages the area from 3 to 200 nautical miles (nm) off the 

coasts of the USVI (St. Croix, St. Thomas, and St. John), and 9 to 200 

nm off the coast of Puerto Rico.  The Council develops fishery 

management plans and amendments and recommends regulations to 

NOAA Fisheries for implementation on behalf of the Secretary of 

Commerce of the United States.  

 

 

 

 

This publication was prepared for general informational purposes only and has no 

legal force or effect.  Fishing regulations are subject to change.  For additional and 

updated regulations please visit: http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable_fisheries/

policy_branch/index.html 
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Snappers 

Common Name Closed Open 

Silk 

October 1 ï December 31 January 1 ï September 30 
Black 

Blackfin 

Vermilion 

Mutton 
April 1 ï June 30 July 1 ï March 31 

Lane 

Groupers 

Common Name Closed Open 

Red Hind* 
December 1 ï last day of 

February 
March 1 ï November 30 

Yellowfin 

February 1 ï April 30 May 1 ï January 31 

Red 

Tiger 

Black 

Yellowedge 

Queen Conch 

Closed Open 
EEZ harvest allowed only 

east of 64Á34ô W which 

includes Lang Bank, St. 

Croix. Queen conch clo-

sure might occur  earlier 

than June 1 if 50,000 lb. 

territorial/EEZ quota is 

met. 

June 1 ï October 31 November 1 ï May 31 

#ÏÍÍÅÒÃÉÁÌ &ÉÓÈÉÎÇ 2ÅÇÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ 

3ÅÁÓÏÎÁÌ #ÌÏÓÕÒÅÓ 

*The red hind grouper seasonal closure applies only to the Red Hind Spawning Aggregation Areas 

and west of 67Á10ô W.  See pages 17-19 for more information. 

Commercial trip limit  200 queen conch per vessel/day 

4ÒÉÐ ,ÉÍÉÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ (ÁÒÖÅÓÔ ÏÆ 1ÕÅÅÎ #ÏÎÃÈ 
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Parrotfish 

Midnight, blue, and rainbow parrotfish harvest is prohibited. 

Groupers 

Nassau and Goliath grouper harvest is prohibited. 

Corals 

Corals cannot be harvested in the U.S. Caribbean EEZ.  Harvest is only allowed 

through a special permit for scientific or educational purposes. 

Queen Conch 

Queen conch harvest is prohibited in the U.S. Caribbean EEZ except east of 64Á

34ô W which includes Lang Bank, St. Croix, USVI, during the open season.   

Parrotfish 

¶ 8 inches (in) (20.3 cm) fork length (FL) minimum size for redband parrotfish 
only applies in St. Croix EEZ waters. 

¶ 9 in (22.9 cm) FL minimum size all other parrotfish (princess, queen, striped, 
redtail, stoplight, redfin) only applies in St. Croix EEZ waters. 

Spiny Lobster 

¶ Minimum size limit of no less than 3.5 in (8.9 cm) carapace length. 
¶ No harvest of egg bearing females. 

Yellowtail Snapper 

¶ 12 in (30.5 cm) minimum total length. 

Queen Conch 

¶ Queen conch minimum size limit is either 9 in (22.9 cm) in length, that is, from 
the tip of the spire to the distal end of the shell, or 3/8 in (9.5 mm) in lip width at 

its widest point  

0ÒÏÈÉÂÉÔÅÄ 3ÐÅÃÉÅÓ 

If these species are caught in the U.S. Caribbean EEZ, they must be 

released immediately with a minimum of harm. 

3ÉÚÅ ,ÉÍÉÔÓ 

A fish or invertebrate not in compliance with its required size limit, as 

specified in this section, in or from the U.S. Caribbean EEZ, may not be 

possessed, sold, or purchased.  A fish or invertebrate not in compliance 

with its size limit must be released immediately with a minimum of harm. 
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&ÉÓÈ 4ÒÁÐ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 5Ȣ3Ȣ #ÁÒÉÂÂÅÁÎ %%: 

¶ Fish traps must display the official number specified for the vessel by 

Puerto Rico or the USVI so as to be easily identified.  Unmarked 

traps will be considered illegal traps and will be disposed of. 

 

¶ Fish traps that are tied together in a trap line must have at least one 

buoy that floats at the surface attached at each end of the trap line.  

Each buoy must display the official number and color code assigned 

to the vessel by Puerto Rico or the USVI, whichever is applicable, so 

as to be easily distinguished, located, and identified. 

 

¶ Fish traps with hexagonal mesh openings must have a minimum 

mesh size of 1.5 in (3.8 cm) in the smallest dimension measured 

between centers of opposite strands. 

 

¶ A bare-wire fish trap that has other than hexagonal mesh openings or 

a fish trap of other than bare wire, such as coated wire or plastic, 

must have a minimum mesh size of 2.0 in (5.1 cm) in the smallest 

dimension measured between centers of opposite strands. 

 

¶ A fish trap must have an escape panel located on one side of the 

trap, excluding the top, bottom, and side containing the trap entrance.  

The opening covered by the panel must measure not less than 8 by 8 

in (20.3 by 20.3 cm).  The mesh size of the panel may not be smaller 

than the mesh size of the trap.  The panel must be attached to the 

trap with untreated jute twine with a diameter not exceeding 1/8 in 

(3.2 mm).  An access door may serve as the panel, provided it is on 

an appropriate side, it is hinged only at its bottom, its only other 

fastening is untreated jute twine with a diameter not exceeding 1/8 in 

(3.2 mm), and such fastening is at the top of the door so that the door 

will fall open when such twine degrades.  Jute twine used to secure a 

panel may not be wrapped or overlapped. 

 

¶ A fish trap can only be pulled or tended by the owner unless the 

owner provides written consent specifying the time period such 

consent is effective and the trap owner's gear identification number 

and color code. 
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¶ Spiny lobster traps must display the official number specified for the 

vessel by Puerto Rico or the USVI so as to be easily identified.  

Unmarked traps will be considered illegal traps and will be disposed 

of. 

 

¶ Spiny lobster traps that are tied together in a trap line must have at 

least one buoy that floats at the surface attached at each end of the 

trap line.  Each buoy must display the official number and color code 

assigned to the vessel by Puerto Rico or the USVI, whichever is 

applicable, so as to be easily distinguished, located, and identified. 

 

¶ A spiny lobster trap must contain on any vertical side or on the top an 

escape panel no smaller in diameter than the throat or entrance of the 

trap.  The panel must be made of or attached to the trap by one of the 

following degradable materials:  

 

ß Untreated fiber of biological origin with a diameter not exceeding 

1/8 in (3.2 mm).  This includes, but is not limited to tyre palm, 

hemp, jute, cotton, wool, or silk.  

 

ß Ungalvanized or uncoated iron wire with a diameter not exceeding 

1/16 in (1.6 mm), that is, 16 gauge wire. 

 

¶ A spiny lobster trap can only be pulled or tended by the owner unless 

the owner provides written consent specifying the time period such 

consent is effective and the trap owner's gear identification number 

and color code.  

3ÐÉÎÙ ,ÏÂÓÔÅÒ 4ÒÁÐ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 5Ȣ3Ȣ #ÁÒÉÂÂÅÁÎ 
%%: 
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Snappers 
Common Name Closed Open 
Silk 

October 1 ï December 31 January 1 ï September 30 
Black 
Blackfin 
Vermilion 
Mutton 

April 1 ï June 30 July 1 ï March 31 
Lane 

Groupers 
Common Name Closed Open 

Red Hind* 
December 1 ï last day of 

February 
March 1 ï November 30 

Yellowfin 

February 1 ï April 30 May 1 ï January 31 
Red 
Tiger 
Black 
Yellowedge 

2ÅÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ &ÉÓÈÉÎÇ 2ÅÇÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ 

3ÅÁÓÏÎÁÌ #ÌÏÓÕÒÅÓ 

0ÒÏÈÉÂÉÔÅÄ 3ÐÅÃÉÅÓ 
If these species are caught in the U.S. Caribbean EEZ, they must be 

released immediately with a minimum of harm. 

Parrotfish 

Midnight, blue, and rainbow parrotfish harvest is prohibited. 

Groupers 

Nassau and Goliath grouper harvest is prohibited. 

Corals 

Corals cannot be harvested in the U.S. Caribbean EEZ except through a special 

permit for scientific and educational purposes. 

Queen Conch 

Queen conch harvest is prohibited in the U.S. Caribbean EEZ except east of         

64Á34ô W which includes Lang Bank, St. Croix, USVI.  

*The red hind grouper seasonal closure applies only to the Red Hind Spawning Aggregation Areas 

and west of 67Á10ô W.  See pages 17-19 for more information. 
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Aggregate bag limit for: Allowed quantity: 

Snapper, grouper, and parrotfish 

5 fish per person/day or, if 3 or more 

persons are on board, 15 fish per vessel/

day; but not to exceed:  2 parrotfish per 

person/day or 6 parrotfish per vessel/day. 

Angelfish, boxfish, goatfish, grunts, 

wrasses, jacks, scups and porgies, 

squirrelfish, tilefish, surgeonfish, 

aquarium trade reef fish species, 

triggerfish and filefish. 

5 fish per person/day or, if 3 or more 

persons are on board, 15 fish per vessel/

day, but not to exceed: 1 surgeonfish per 

person/day or 4 surgeonfish per vessel/

day. 

Spiny lobster 
3 spiny lobster per person/day, no more 

than 10 spiny lobster per vessel/day. 

Queen conch ï harvest of queen 

conch is only allowed east of 64Á

34ô W which includes Lang Bank, 

St. Croix, USVI, during the open 

season.  Harvest in the rest of the 

EEZ is prohibited. 

3 queen conch per person/day, or if more 

than 4 persons aboard vessel, 12 queen 

conch per vessel/day. 

"ÁÇ ,ÉÍÉÔÓ 

Species taken under the recreational bag limit are not to be sold. 

3ÉÚÅ ,ÉÍÉÔÓ 

A fish or invertebrate not in compliance with its required size limit, as 

specified in this section, in or from the U.S. Caribbean EEZ, must be 

released immediately with a minimum of harm. 

Parrotfish 

¶ 8 in (20.3 cm) fork length (FL) minimum size for redband parrotfish only applies 

in St. Croix EEZ waters. 

¶ 9 in (22.9 cm) FL minimum size all other parrotfish (princess, queen, striped, 

redtail, stoplight, redfin) only applies in St. Croix EEZ waters. 

Spiny Lobster 

¶ Minimum size limit of no less than 3.5 in (8.9 cm) carapace length. 

¶ No harvest of egg bearing females. 

Yellowtail Snapper 

¶ 12 in (30.5 cm) minimum total length. 

Queen Conch 

¶ Queen conch minimum size limit is either 9 in (22.9 cm) in length, that is, from 

the tip of the spire to the distal end of the shell, or 3/8 in (9.5 mm) in lip width at 

its widest point. 
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'ÅÎÅÒÁÌ 'ÅÁÒ 2ÅÓÔÒÉÃÔÉÏÎÓ  
Applies to both the commercial and recreational sectors. 

!ÑÕÁÒÉÕÍ 4ÒÁÄÅ 3ÐÅÃÉÅÓ  
Please review the Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico, and South Atlantic, 50 

CFR part 622 regulations for a list of allowed aquarium trade species harvest.  This list 

can be found in Tables 1 and 2 of Appendix A to Part 622 for Caribbean Coral Reef 

Resources and Caribbean Reef Fish, respectively.  A live red hind or mutton snapper 

cannot be sold or purchased and used in the marine aquarium trade. 

General Gear and Method Restrictions Applicable to All Fisheries: 

Reef Fish Fishery 

Spiny Lobster Fishery 

Coral Reef Resources Fishery 

Queen Conch Fishery 

No use of explosives. 

No chemicals or plant-derived toxins can be 

used in a coral area. 

Gear and Method Restrictions Applicable to Specific Fisheries: 

Reef Fish, including aquarium 

trade species 

No use of poisons, drugs, or other chemicals. 

No use of powerheads. 

No use of gillnets and trammel nets. 

Dip nets and slurp guns allowed for aquarium 

species. 

Fish must be landed with head and fins intact*. 

Coral Reef Resources 

No chemicals or plant-derived toxins can be 

used in a coral area. 

No use of power-assisted tools. 

Spiny Lobster 

No use of spears, hooks, or similar devices. 

No use of gillnets and trammel nets. 

Lobster must be landed with head and carapace 

intact. 

Queen Conch 

No harvest by diving while using a continued air 

supply from surface. 

Queen conch must be landed with meat and 

shell intact. 

* Certain exceptions to this rule apply.  See 50 CFR 622.10 
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-ÅÁÓÕÒÅÍÅÎÔ 'ÕÉÄÅÌÉÎÅÓ 
 

Total Length ï straight line distance from the tip of the snout to the tip of 

the tail (caudal fin), excluding any caudal filament, while the fish is lying on 

its side.  The mouth of the fish may be closed and/or the tail may be 

squeezed together to give the greatest overall measurement. 

 

 

Fork Length ï straight line distance from the tip of the head (snout) to the 

rear center edge of the tail (caudal fin). 

                                                                    

 

 

Carapace Length ï measurement of the carapace (head and body) of a 

spiny lobster from the anteriormost edge (front) of the groove between the 

horns directly above the eyes, along the middorsal line (middle of the 

back), to the rear edge of the top part of the carapace, excluding any trans-

lucent membrane.  

 

 

Queen Conch ï minimum size limit of either 9 inch (22.9 cm) in length 

from the tip of the spire to the distal end of the shell, or 3/8 inch (9.5 mm) 

in lip width at its widest point.  The queen conch must be landed with meat 

and shell intact.  

 

Total Length (TL) 

Carapace Length (CL) 

Fork Length (FL) 

3/8 inch lip thickness 

distal end 

9 inch shell length 

spire 
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3ÐÅÃÉÅÓ )ÄÅÎÔÉПÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ #ÈÁÒÔ  

¸Ŝƭƭƻǿǘŀƛƭ {ƴŀǇǇŜǊ 

.ƭŀŎƪ {ƴŀǇǇŜǊ 

.ƭŀŎƪŬƴ {ƴŀǇǇŜǊ 

±ŜǊƳƛƭƛƻƴ {ƴŀǇǇŜǊ 

aǳǧƻƴ {ƴŀǇǇŜǊ wŜŘ DǊƻǳǇŜǊ 

.ƭŀŎƪ DǊƻǳǇŜǊ 

¢ƛƎŜǊ DǊƻǳǇŜǊ 

¸ŜƭƭƻǿŬƴ DǊƻǳǇŜǊ 

¸ŜƭƭƻǿŜŘƎŜ DǊƻǳǇŜǊ 

{ƛƭƪ {ƴŀǇǇŜǊ 

[ŀƴŜ {ƴŀǇǇŜǊ 

wŀƛƴōƻǿ tŀǊǊƻǜƛǎƘ 

.ƭǳŜ tŀǊǊƻǜƛǎƘ 

aƛŘƴƛƎƘǘ tŀǊǊƻǜƛǎƘ 

bŀǎǎŀǳ DǊƻǳǇŜǊ 

DƻƭƛŀǘƘ DǊƻǳǇŜǊ 

/ƻǊŀƭǎ 

vǳŜŜƴ /ƻƴŎƘ 

wŜŘ IƛƴŘ DǊƻǳǇŜǊ 

{Ǉƛƴȅ [ƻōǎǘŜǊ 
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!ÎÎÕÁÌ #ÁÔÃÈ ,ÉÍÉÔÓ 
An annual catch limit is the total amount of a species or species group 

that can be taken by fishers per calendar year.  Annual catch limits can be 

measured in pounds or numbers of individuals.  An annual catch limit can 

apply to a single species (for example queen conch) or a group of species 

(for example, Snapper Unit 2 that includes queen and cardinal snappers). 

 

Accountability Measures  

¶ Accountability measures are management controls to prevent 

annual catch limits from being exceeded, and to correct overages 

if they occur. 

¶ Accountability measures are triggered if landings exceed the 

annual catch limits. 

¶ Throughout U.S. Caribbean EEZ waters, the accountability 

measures consist of reducing the length of the fishing season for 

that species group the year following the annual catch limit 

overage determination by the amount needed to prevent such an 

overage from occurring again.  

 

Why do we need Annual Catch Limits and Accountability Measures? 

The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act 

requires fishery managers to establish annual catch limits and 

accountability measures for all Council-managed species to: 

 

¶ End and prevent overfishing (i.e., rate of fish removal too high). 

¶ Maximize long-term, sustainable harvest and the health of the 

habitats upon which fishery resources depend. 

 

  мс 

Annual Catch Limit (ACL) values (pounds) for each island group, fishery 

management unit, and sector (commercial and recreational).  For the 

Puerto Rico recreational sector, numbers of individuals are in parentheses.  

  Fishery              
Management Unit 

Puerto Rico 
St. Croix   St. Thomas/  

St. John   Commercial 

Sector 
Recreational 

Sector 

ACL ACL ACL ACL 

Queen Conch 0 0 50,000 0 
Parrotfish 

52,737 15,263 (9,118) 240,000 42,500 
Snapper Unit 1 

284,685 95,526 (83,197) 

N/A N/A 
Snapper Unit 2 

145,916 34,810 (7,862) 

Snapper Unit 3 
345,775 83,158 (78,024) 

Snapper Unit 4 
373,295 28,509 (27,866) 

Snapper Total 
1,149,671 242,004 (196,949) 102,946 133,775 

Grouper 
177,513 77,213 (93,580) 30,435 51,849 

Angelfish 8,984 4,492 (1,667) 305 7,897 
Boxfish 86,115 4,616 (2,810) 8,433 27,880 
Goatfishes 17,565 362 (814) 3,766 320 
Grunts 

182,396 5,028 (11,531) 36,881 37,617 
Wrasses 54,147 5,050 (4,613) 7 585 
Jacks 

86,059 51,001 (37,945) 15,489 52,907 
Scups & Porgies 24,739 2,577 (3,079) 4,638 21,819 
Squirrelfish 

16,663 3,891 (8,510) 121 4,241 
Surgeonfish 7,179 3,590 (5,365) 33,603 29,249 
Triggerfish & Filefish 

58,475 21,929 (11,620) 24,980 74,447 
Spiny Lobster 

327,920 N/A 107,307 104,199 
  U.S. Caribbean EEZ  ACL 

Tilefish 14,642 

Aquarium Trade 8,155 

Snapper Unit 1 includes silk, black, blackfin, vermilion, and wenchman. 

Snapper Unit 2 includes queen and cardinal.
 

Snapper Unit 3 includes gray, lane, mutton, dog, schoolmaster, and mahogany.
 

Snapper Unit 4 includes yellowtail. 
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!ÒÅÁ #ÌÏÓÕÒÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 5Ȣ3Ȣ #ÁÒÉÂÂÅÁÎ %%: 
 
3ÔȢ #ÒÏÉØȟ 536) 

1. Red Hind Spawning Aggregation Area (Lang Bank):  

¶ Closed from December 1 through February 28, each year, to all 

fishing activities, including Highly Migratory Species (HMS) and 

Caribbean spiny lobster. 

¶ The use of pots, traps, bottom longlines, gill or trammel nets is 

prohibited year-round. 

2. Mutton Snapper Spawning Aggregation Area:  

¶ Closed from March 1 through June 30, each year, to all fishing 

activities, including HMS species and Caribbean spiny lobster. 

¶ The use of pots, traps, bottom longlines, gill or trammel nets is 

prohibited year-round. 

 

  му 

3ÔȢ 4ÈÏÍÁÓȟ 536) 

1. Hind Bank Marine Conservation District (MCD):   

¶ Closed year-round to all fishing activities, including HMS       

species and Caribbean spiny lobster. 

¶ Anchoring is prohibited year-round.  

2. Grammanik Bank:  

¶ Closed from February 1 through April 30, each year, to all     

fishing activities. 

¶ The harvest of HMS species is allowed. 

¶ The use of pots, traps, bottom longlines, gill or trammel nets is 

prohibited year-round. 


