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3.22 St. Martin Parish Communities

This section describes the study communities in St. Martin Parish. These are Arnaudville,
Breaux Bridge, and St. Martinville.

St. Martin is unique among parishes in Louisiana in that a probable surveying mistake in the
early 19" century defined it in two distinct parts, the political bounds of which are separated by
Iberia Parish. The populated northern part of the parish is bordered on the south by Iberia Parish,
on the east by Iberville Parish, on the north by St. Landry Parish, and on the west by Lafayette
Parish. The unpopulated southern part is marshland that is bordered on the south and west by St.
Mary Parish and on the east by Assumption Parish. The entire parish encompasses 740 square
miles of land and 77 square miles of water.

The year 2000 population of St. Martin Parish was 48,583 persons, making it the 23" most
populous parish in Louisiana that year. St. Martinville is the parish seat and was home to 7,510
persons in 2000.

St. Martinville was incorporated in 1817. Cattle-raising was central to the early economy of the
parish, and indigo, cotton, rice, tobacco and corn were all cultivated successfully (Fortier
1904:419). Sugar was important by the beginning of the 20" century. Oil development is
central to the modern economy of St. Martin Parish. As of 2001, there were approximately 2,200
oil wells in the parish (Louisiana Mid-Continent Oil and Gas Association 2001).

Over 19 million pounds of crawfish were produced on local farms in St. Martin Parish,
amounting to $15.4 million in gross farm value. Some 2.3 million pounds of wild crawfish were
harvested and valued at $1.2 million in gross farm value. Total value for fish and wildlife
harvested in the parish in 2002 was $18.4 million (Louisiana State University 2002).

Per the 2000 census, the racial composition of the parish population was 66 percent Caucasian
and 32 percent African American. Median family income was $30,701, which is 94 percent of
the state median. Some 22 percent of parish residents were living in conditions of poverty, and
21 percent of families were maintained by single females.
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Table 3.22-1 Earnings in St

. Martin Parish, 1990-2000

Earnings Percent Share of $ Change
Industry (Constant 2000 $1000s) 2000 1990-2000
1990 2000 Earnings
Earnings 308,610 325,926 100.0 17,315
Farm earnings 739 11,660 3.6 10,921
IAQ. services, frstry, fish. 2,272 1,621 0.5 -651
Fishing 1,563 NA NA NA
Mining 21,117 15,093 4.6 -6,024
Oil and gas extraction 21,117 NA NA NA
Construction 15,743 25,032 7.7 9,289
Special trade contractors 7,717 13,299 4.1 5,583
Manufacturing 112,680 83,432 25.6 -29,248
Fabricated metal products NA NA A NA
Industrial mach. & equip. 4,841 8,266 25 3,425
Food and kindred 12,407 NA NA NA
Chemicals and allied NA 0 0.0 NA
Petroleum and coal 132 0 0.0 -132
Transp./Public Utilities 6,532 11,948 3.7 5,417
Trucking and warehousing 1,483 5,238 1.6 3,755
\Water transportation NA 155 0.0 NA
Transportation by air 0 0 0.0 0
\Wholesale trade 8,173 11,824 3.6 3,652
Retail trade 31,620 34,100 10.5 2,480
Eating and drinking places 8,717 8,206 2.5 -511
Finance, insur., real estate 8,190 11,720 3.6 3,530
Services 44,914 49,899 15.3 4,985
Business services 16,862 7,504 2.3 -9,358
Health services 7,732 14,798 45 7,066
Legal services 2,127 1,596 0.5 -531
Engineer. & mngmt. serv. 4,229 1,487 0.5 -2,743
Government 56,631 69,596 214 12,966

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Economic Information System
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Table 3.22-2 Year 2000 Permits and Licenses, and 2003 Gulf Shrimp Permits: St. Martin Parish*

Permit Type

Study Communities

Arnaudville

Breaux Bridge

St. Martinville

Pelagic Charter

Reef Fish Charter

Swordfish

King Mackerel

Rock Shrimp

Red Snapper

Spiny Lobster

Spanish Mackerel

Gulf Reef Fish

Shark

South Atlantic Snapper Grouper

Total Permits 2000

Total Permit Holders 2000

Total State License Holders 2000

Gulf Shrimp Permits 2003 **

* Includes all permits and licenses that can be attributed to the communities by both street and post office box addresses; these data
are used to generate counts of permit and license holders for whom evidence indicates actual residence, as provided in the community

descriptions. ** 2003 is the first year for which Gulf shrimp permit data are available.
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3.22.1 Arnaudville (incorporated, pop. 1,398)

Location and Overview. Arnaudville is a small town located along Highway 31 in the Greater
Lafayette Metropolitan Area. Many residents commute to jobs in both Opelousas and Lafayette.
Located at the junction of Bayou Teche and Bayou Fusilier, Arnaudville-area fishermen are able
to quickly access water bodies in the Atchafalaya Basin.

Business Area in Arnaudville

Current Conditions and Trends. Arnaudville had a year 2000 population of 1,398 persons,
down slightly from 1990. While many residents fish recreationally, none list fishing as their
primary occupation. The local economy is based largely in agriculture, with sugarcane as the
primary crop. There is one seafood wholesaler in the area. Crawfish was the most frequently
reported landing for Arnaudville license holders in 2000.
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Table 1. Arnaudville Demographics

Factor 1990 2000
Total population 1,444 1,398
Gender Ratio M/F (Number) 635/809 649/749
Age (Percent of total population)
Under 18 years of age 23.2 23.2
18 to 64 years of age 53.7 48.3
65 years and over 23.1 28.5
Ethnicity or Race (Number)
White 1,293 1,239
Black or African American 149 150
American Indian and Alaskan Native 0 1
Asian 2 1
Native Hawaiian and other Pacific Islander N/A 0
Some other race 0 0
Two or more races N/A 7
Hispanic or Latino (any race) 1 22
Educational Attainment ( Population 25 and over)
Percent with less than 9th grade 44.6 30.9
Percent high school graduate or higher 37.2 50.9
Percent with a Bachelor’s degree or higher 3.9 7.5
Language Spoken at Home (Population 5 years and over)
Percent who speak a language other than English at home 63.5 35.7
And Percent who speak English less than very well 24.4 10.8
Household income (Median $) 16,791 21,600
Poverty Status (Percent of population with income below poverty line) 25.7 25.6
Percent female headed household 124 14.3
Home Ownership (Number)
Owner occupied 353 366
Renter occupied 155 136
Value Owner-occupied Housing (Median $) 42,200 62,300
Monthly Contract Rent (Median $) 114 262
Employment Status (Population 16 yrs and over)
Percent in the labor force 44.1 39.4
Percent of civilian labor force unemployed 7.2 4.7
Occupation** (Percent in workforce)
Management, professional, and related occupations N/A 22.7
Service occupations N/A 14.7
Sales and office occupations N/A 25.4
Farming, fishing, and forestry occupations 3.8 0.0
Construction, extraction, and maintenance occupations N/A 18.1
Production, transportation, and material moving occupations N/A 19.1
Industry** (Percent in workforce)
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 3.6 0.5
Mining (includes the offshore oil/gas industry workforce) 5.1 8.1
Manufacturing 16.0 14.2
Percent government workers 11.8 13.9
Commuting to Work (Workers 16 yrs and over)
Mean travel time to work (minutes) N/A 37.8
Percent worked outside of county of residence 58.9 63.5

** Differences in the types of data the US Census Bureau used to generate Occupation and Industry percentages in 1990 and 2000 preclude
valid comparisons for those census years.
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Table 2. Fishing Infrastructure and Services Observed in Arnaudville in 2003

Factor Quantity
Boats with Commercial Gear -
Trawls None seen
Skimmers None seen
Butterfly None seen
Crabbers None seen
Oyster None seen
Other Commercial -
Recreational Fishing Boats -
Freshwater Many
Saltwater None seen
Infrastructure and Services -
Marinas None seen
Seafood Docks/Dealers None seen
Commercial Ship/Boat Repair None seen
Commercial Ship/Boat Builders None seen
Net Makers/Dealers None seen
Commercial Marine Supply None seen
Seafood Transport None seen
Air Fill Stations (diving) None seen
Fishing Pier None seen

Table 3. Primary Fishing-related Businesses Listed for Arnaudville in 2003

Type of Business Frequency
Seafood Dealer (Wholesaler) 1
Total 1

Table 4. Arnaudville Commercial Landings and Value Summary: 2000 (based on all address fields)

Species

Pounds Reported

Ex-Vessel Value ($)

Total Combined

156,111

268,591

Table 5. Arnaudbville License/Permit Summary: 2000

Commercial (based on physical address data only)

Recreational (based on all address fields)

State License Holders Federal Permit Holders State Saltwater License Holders Total SOId. In
(all types) Community
31 0 683 170

Total = 31
% Households Holding Commercial
Permit or License: 31/1,398 = 2.2

Average Number of Licenses per
Household: 683/1,398 = .5

Please reference Table 3.22-2 above for the total number of commercial permit and license holders attributable to

this community as based on both street and post office box

address data.
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3.22.2 Breaux Bridge (incorporated, pop.7,281)

Location and Overview. Breaux Bridge is located approximately eight miles east of Lafayette
and forty miles west of Baton Rouge. Breaux Bridge is considered part of the Greater Lafayette
Metropolitan Area, and many of its residents are employed in Lafayette. Its location near the
Atchafalaya Basin makes it a popular fishing destination. Crawfishing is a favorite local
pastime, and the town hosts an annual Crawfish Festival in May and a Cajun Christmas parade
on the Bayou in December. With up to 250,000 visitors attending the former, this festival is one
of the largest in Louisiana. Visitors are also drawn to the downtown historic area. Large retail
outlets and chain motels are found on Interstate 10. Breaux Bridge is also home of the “world
famous” Mulate's restaurant.

History. Breaux Bridge was named after Fermin Breaux, a property owner in the Teche area in
the late 18" century. In 1799, Breaux built a suspension footbridge across Bayou Teche. When
traveling directions were given, locals would say "go to Breaux's bridge.” In 1817, Firmin's son,
Agricole, built the first vehicular bridge across the Bayou. This bridge allowed for the passage
of wagons, and increased commerce on both sides of the bridge. Agricole’s wife, Scholastique
Picou Breaux, developed the blueprints for the “Village of Breaux Bridge.” This plan included a
school, church, street layouts, and a detailed map of the area that included her late husband's
bridge. Breaux Bridge was officially founded in 1829. Later, Breaux Bridge emerged as a
distribution point for water transportation on Bayou Teche, though today Bayou Teche is not
navigable through Breaux Bridge.

Church on Main Street in Breaux Bridge
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Current Conditions and Trends. Breaux Bridge had a year 2000 population of 7,281 residents,
an increase of 766 from 1990. Some locals describe neighboring Henderson and Butte La Rose
as the nearest fishing-oriented communities in the region, because of excellent fishing conditions
and numerous boat ramps there. But, there are many residents who fish recreationally, and there
is an active group of commercial participants residing here. Those with large vessels moor their
boats in other locations.

A number of seafood dealers in Breaux Bridge sell catfish and crawfish. One dealer has started
selling crabs in an attempt to improve the profit margin. The owner explains that an influx of
imported crawfish from China has lowered the price of local product. Crawfish was the most
frequently reported landing for Breaux Bridge license holders in 2000, followed by shrimp.
Eight seafood wholesalers and several processors operate in Breaux Bridge. Local processors
employed an average of 12 persons in 1980, 26 in 1990, and an undisclosed number in 2000.

|
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Traditional Louisiana Cemetery in Breaux Bridge, 2003
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Table 1. Breaux Bridge Demographics

Factor 1990 2000
Total population 6,515 7,281
Gender Ratio M/F (Number) 2,946/3,569 3,492/3,789
Age (Percent of total population)
Under 18 years of age 33.9 30.1
18 to 64 years of age 55.6 57.7
65 years and over 10.5 12.2
Ethnicity or Race (Number)
White 3,542 3,629
Black or African American 2,955 3,543
American Indian and Alaskan Native 9 8
Asian 2 23
Native Hawaiian and other Pacific Islander N/A 0
Some other race 7 20
Two or more races N/A 58
Hispanic or Latino (any race) 65 47
Educational Attainment ( Population 25 and over)
Percent with less than 9th grade 29.2 20.6
Percent high school graduate or higher 53.7 61.5
Percent with a Bachelor’s degree or higher 115 12.3
Language Spoken at Home (Population 5 years and over)
Percent who speak a language other than English at home 40.0 32.4
And Percent who speak English less than very well 11.4 9.4
Household income (Median $) 20,558 25,102
Poverty Status (Percent of population with income below poverty line) 34.2 30.7
Percent female headed household 25.3 24.9
Home Ownership (Number)
Owner occupied 1,525 1,670
Renter occupied 767 842
Value Owner-occupied Housing (Median $) 44,600 67,200
Monthly Contract Rent (Median $) 175 371
Employment Status (Population 16 yrs and over)
Percent in the labor force 59.4 53.6
Percent of civilian labor force unemployed 10.6 11.5
Occupation** (Percent in workforce)
Management, professional, and related occupations N/A 24.4
Service occupations N/A 20.5
Sales and office occupations N/A 24.2
Farming, fishing, and forestry occupations 1.7 0.4
Construction, extraction, and maintenance occupations N/A 7.7
Production, transportation, and material moving occupations N/A 22.8
Industry** (Percent in workforce)
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 2.3 0.6
Mining (includes the offshore oil/gas industry workforce) 6.5 8.6
Manufacturing 23.6 14.9
Percent government workers 12.9 13.8
Commuting to Work (Workers 16 yrs and over)
Mean travel time to work (minutes) N/A 24.7
Percent worked outside of county of residence 39.4 54.1

** Differences in the types of data the US Census Bureau used to generate Occupation and Industry percentages in 1990 and 2000 preclude

valid comparisons for those census years.

431




Table 2. Fishing Infrastructure and Services Observed in Breaux Bridge in 2003
Factor Quantity
Boats with Commercial Gear -

Trawls None Seen
Skimmers None Seen
Butterfly None Seen
Crabbers None Seen
Oyster None Seen
Other Commercial Atchafalaya Basin skiffs (primarily Henderson)
Recreational Fishing Boats -
Freshwater 40-50
Saltwater 10-12
Infrastructure and Services -
Marinas Three on Lake Henderson
Seafood Docks/Dealers 8, Primarily toward Henderson (freshwater)
Commercial Ship/Boat Repair/Boat Builders 0

Table 3. Primary Fishing-related Businesses Listed for Breaux Bridge in 2003

Type of Business Frequency
Boat Builder/Broker 1
Processor; Seafood Retailer 1
Processor; Seafood Dealer (Wholesaler) 1
Seafood Retailer 11

Seafood Dealer (Wholesaler)/Retailer
Seafood Dealer (Wholesaler)

Total 22
Table 4. Breaux Bridge Commercial Landings and Value Summary: 2000 (based on all address fields)
Species Pounds Reported Ex-Vessel Value ($)
Total Combined 2,128,445 3,112,478

Table 5. Breaux Bridge License/Permit Summary: 2000

Commercial (based on physical address data only) Recreational (based on all address fields)
State License Holders Federal Permit Holders State Saltwater License Holders Total SOId. n
(all types) Community

74 0 1,675 1,462

Total = 74 .
- - Average Number of Licenses per
% Households Holding Commercial Household: 1.675/2.512 = .7 -

Permit or License: 74/2,512 =2.9
Please reference Table 3.22-2 above for the total number of commercial permit and license holders attributable to
this community as based on both street and post office box address data.
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3.22.3 St. Martinville (incorporated, pop.6,989)

Location and Overview. St. Martinville is the parish seat, located between Lafayette and New
Iberia on the banks of Bayou Teche. Sugarcane farming is central to the local economy. St.
Martinville draws visitors with its numerous recreational fishing and camping sites. Lake Fausse
Pointe State Park, at the edge of Atchafalaya Basin, offers waterfront cabins, camping, a boat
launch, picnicking, camping, trails and playgrounds. Nearby Spanish Lake has a spacious boat
launch, and is well known for its bass fishing. Visitors are also drawn to St. Martinville’s
historic downtown district and its annual St. Lucy Festival of Lights in December. There is an
extensive crawfish fishery and processing enterprise based here.

History. Originally the site of an Indian trading post known as Poste de Attakapas,

Spanish settlers turned St. Martinville into an administrative center in 1769. The first census,
taken in 1766, reported 409 persons in the settlement. Many of these were Acadians, expelled by
the British from the Arcadia area of Canada (Nova Scotia and New Brunswick). Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow later immortalized the saga of the Acadians in his poem Evangeline.
There is a statute of the mythical Evangeline in the churchyard cemetery, adjacent to St. Martin
of Tours church. Aristocrats fleeing France during the French revolution also settled in St.
Martinville in the late 18" century, and many started sugarcane plantations in the area.

Current Conditions and Trends. This town had a year 2000 population of 6,989 persons, a
slight decrease from the 1990 census count of 7,137 persons. Because Bayou Teche has become
un-navigable as far upstream as St. Martinville, the town no longer has direct water-based
proximity to any commercial marine fishery. Many residents do fish from Lake Fausse Pointe
and the Atchafalaya Basin. Fishermen also put in at Catahoula, a small freshwater fishing-
oriented village located just outside the western protection levee of the Atchafalaya Basin. Here,
crawfish are the primary harvest, though catfish and turtles are also taken. Many seafood
wholesalers and retailers operate in St. Martinville, as well as several seafood processors. Local
seafood processors employed an average of six employees in 1980, 28 in 1990, and an
undisclosed number in 2000. While we were able to prove physical residence for only 62
commercial license holders, 141 maintained postal addresses or lived in the area in 2000.
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Table 1. St. Martinville Demographics

Factor 1990 2000
Total population 7,137 6,989
Gender Ratio M/F (Number) 3,333/3,804 3,180/3,809
Age (Percent of total population)
Under 18 years of age 29.7 28.2
18 to 64 years of age 56.7 56.8
65 years and over 13.6 15.0
Ethnicity or Race (Number)
White 2,874 2,501
Black or African American 4,228 4,392
American Indian and Alaskan Native 9 14
Asian 10 10
Native Hawaiian and other Pacific Islander N/A 0
Some other race 16 24
Two or more races N/A 48
Hispanic or Latino (any race) 84 73
Educational Attainment ( Population 25 and over)
Percent with less than 9th grade 29.8 24.0
Percent high school graduate or higher 48.7 56.8
Percent with a Bachelor’s degree or higher 7.4 8.3
Language Spoken at Home (Population 5 years and over)
Percent who speak a language other than English at home 29.7 19.7
Percent who speak English less than very well 10.3 5.3
Household income (Median $) 15,026 19,600
Poverty Status (Percent of population with income below poverty line) 36.8 31.2
Percent female headed household 23.3 26.2
Home Ownership (Number)
Owner occupied 1,544 1,600
Renter occupied 842 896
Value Owner-occupied Housing (Median $) 42,600 31,300
Monthly Contract Rent (Median $) 138 336
Employment Status (Population 16 yrs and over)
Percent in the labor force 51.2 53.0
Percent of civilian labor force unemployed 15.5 15.2
Occupation** (Percent in workforce)
Management, professional, and related occupations N/A 17.6
Service occupations N/A 21.4
Sales and office occupations N/A 20.5
Farming, fishing, and forestry occupations 2.6 1.2
Construction, extraction, and maintenance occupations N/A 12.1
Production, transportation, and material moving occupations N/A 217.2
Industry** (Percent in workforce)
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 1.9 1.4
Mining (includes the offshore oil/gas industry workforce) 3.6 5.0
Manufacturing 30.8 19.8
Percent government workers 16.3 19.1
Commuting to Work (Workers 16 yrs and over)
Mean travel time to work (minutes) N/A 20.6
Percent worked outside of county of residence 26.6 34.6

** Differences in the types of data the US Census Bureau used to generate Occupation and Industry percentages in 1990 and 2000 preclude

valid comparisons for those census years.
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Table 2. Fishing Infrastructure and Services Observed in St. Martinville in 2003

Factor

Quantity

Boats with Commercial Gear

Trawls

Skimmers

Butterfly

Crabbers

(@] lo] (e} [«] B

Oyster

0

Other Commercial

10-20 (crawfish)

Recreational Fishing Boats

Freshwater 30-40

Saltwater 20-30
Infrastructure and Services -
Marinas 0

Seafood Docks/Dealers Numerous

Commercial Ship/Boat Repair 0
Commercial Ship/Boat Builders 0
Net Makers/Dealers 0
Commercial Marine Supply 0
Seafood Transport 0
Fishing Pier 0

Table 3. Primary Fishing-related Businesses Listed for St. Martinville in 2003

Type of Business Frequency
Aquaculture 1
Processor; Seafood Dealer (Wholesaler) 4
Seafood Retailer 2
Seafood Dealer (Wholesaler) 1
Total 8

Table 4. St. Martinville Commercial Landings and Value Summary: 2000 (based on all address fields)

Species

Pounds Reported

Ex-Vessel Value ($)

Total Combined

2,512,955

3,832,362

Table 5. St. Martinville License/Permit Summary: 2000

Commercial (based on physical address data only)

Recreational (based on all address fields)

State License Holders Federal Permit Holders State Saltwater License Holders (all Total SOId. n
types) Community
62 1 1,323 699
Total = 63 .
- - - - Average Number of Licenses per
% Households Holding Commercial Permit or License: VHougseholIJd' 1.323/2 I496 - E --
63/2,496 = 2.5 o ’ '

Please reference Table 3.22-2 above for the total number of commercial permit and license holders attributable to
this community as based on both street and post office box address data.
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3.23 St. Mary Parish Communities

This section describes study communities located in St. Mary Parish. These are: Amelia,
Baldwin, Berwick, Charenton, Cypremort Point, Franklin, Morgan City, and Patterson. St. Mary
is bordered on the northwest by Iberia Parish, on the northeast by St. Martin Parish, on the east
by Terrebonne Parish, and on the south by the Gulf of Mexico.

The year 2000 population of St. Mary Parish was 53,500 persons, making it the 20™ most
populous in Louisiana that year. Franklin is the parish seat and home to 9,292 residents.
Franklin lies 120 miles southwest of New Orleans.

The proximity of the parish to the Gulf of Mexico facilitates an economy based, in large part, on
activity at the shallow water ports of Port West St. Mary in Franklin and at Morgan City.
Offshore oil services (especially rig and parts fabrication) and shipbuilding activities are
regionally important.

Much of the topography of St. Mary Parish is swamp and marshland. Average elevation is five
feet and nearly 40 percent of the 613 square mile parish is water. Fishing and hunting are
popular recreational activities throughout these waters and low-lying lands.

The post-contact history of St. Mary is related, in large part, to the importance of sugar cane and
milling. The town of Franklin was founded eight years prior to informal establishment of the
parish in 1811. St Mary was officially recognized in 1830. Oil development became important
following discovery of numerous terrestrial and offshore fields in the early twentieth century.
By 2001, there were approximately 7,000 oil wells in St. Mary Parish (Louisiana Mid-Continent
Oil and Gas Association 2001).

St. Mary Parish produced over $2 million gross farm value in aquaculture in 2002, including
crawfish, oysters and soft-shell crabs. Freshwater fisheries brought in a gross farm value of $1.6
million, including crawfish, catfish, buffalo, gar and other finfish. The combined shrimp,
menhaden and crab harvests were valued at $3.7 million in 2002. Table 3.23-1 depicts seafood
processing data for St. Mary Parish for the period 1980-2000.

Table 3.23-1 Processor Employment, Production, and Product Value: St. Mary Parish

Year Number of Plants | Average Employed | Total Pounds all Species | $ Product Value
1980 6 28.54 1,204,221 5,027,903
1990 9 21.2 58,019,238 9,343,069
2000 7 9.3 9,698,673 1,808,127

In 2000, the population of St. Mary Parish was 63 percent Caucasian, 32 percent African

American, two percent Hispanic, and 1.4 percent Native American. There are high percentages
of persons of Vietnamese ancestry in Amelia and Louisa. Many Vietnamese American families
are active in the fishing industry.
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Median family income in St. Mary Parish was $33,046 in 1990, but had fallen to $28,072 in
2000. The latter figure was 86 percent of the state median. The poverty rate increased to 27
percent in 1990, but dropped to 24 percent in 2000. Single women acted as head of household
for 23 percent of families in 2000.

Table 3.23-2 Earnings in St. Mary Parish, 1990-2000

Industry Earnings Percent Share of $ Change
(Constant 2000 $1000s) 2000 1990-2000
1990 2000 Earnings
Earnings 959,184 1,022,378 100.0 63,193
Farm earnings 3,485 7,915 0.8 4,430
IAg. services, frstry, fish. 5,541 4,585 0.4 -956
Fishing 4,146 NA NA NA
Mining 177,776 157,769 15.4 -20,007
Oil and gas extraction NA NA NA NA
Construction 52,643 94,950 9.3 42,307
Special trade contractors 27,820 31,504 3.1 3,684
Manufacturing 191,270 158,936 15.5 -32,334
Fabricated metal products 43,178 14,614 14 -28,564
Industrial mach. & equip. NA 35,807 35 NA
Food and kindred 8,679 14,072 1.4 5,393
Chemicals and allied 33,148 25,556 25 -7,592
Petroleum and coal 0 NA NA NA
Trans., public utilities 157,760 162,293 15.9 4,533
Trucking and warehousing 7,188 9,355 0.9 2,167
\Water transportation 94,271 120,008 11.7 25,737
Transportation by air NA 8,462 0.8 NA
\Wholesale trade 43,315 46,298 45 2,983
Retail trade 54,865 67,959 6.6 13,094
Eating and drinking places 12,099 17,026 1.7 4,927
Fin., insurance, and real estate 20,016 22,763 2.2 2,747
Services 145,476 168,860 16.5 23,384
Business services 54,920 41,244 4.0 -13,676
Health services 21,204 26,066 25 4,862
Legal services 15,243 11,081 11 -4,162
Engineer. & mngmt. serv. 19,902 16,039 1.6 -3,863
Government 107,039 130,051 12.7 23,012

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Economic Information System 1999
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Table 3.23-3 Year 2000 Permits and Licenses, and 2003 Gulf Shrimp Permits: St. Mary Parish *

Permit Type > oy o 9 < T 5 2
3 g E c = s S &
= S 3 = 33 z > 7y
S R B - S 15| & |°%

<
Pelagic Charter -- -- - - 1 - 1 -
Reef Fish Charter -- - - - 1 - - -
Swordfish -- -- - - - - - -
King Mackerel - - - - - - - _
Rock Shrimp - - - - - - - -
Red Snapper - - - - - - - -
Spiny Lobster - - - - - - - -
Spanish Mackerel - - - - - - - _
Gulf Reef Fish -- -- -- - - - 1 _
Shark -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
South Atlantic Snapper Grouper - - - - - - - -
Total Permits 2000 - -- -- - 2 - 2 -
Total Permit Holders 2000 -- -- -- -- 1 -- 1 --
Total State License Holders 2000 21 11 70 28 16 67 227 34
Shrimp Permits 2003 ** 1 -- 1 -- -- -- 2 1

* Includes all permits and licenses that can be attributed to the communities by both street and post office box addresses; these
data are used to generate counts of permit holders for whom evidence indicates actual residence, as provided in the community
descriptions. ** 2003 is the first year for which Gulf shrimp permit data are available.
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3.23.1 Amelia (unincorporated, pop. 2,423)

Location and Overview. An inland bayou community, Amelia is located on Highway 90 east of
Morgan City. Marshland defines the terrain south of Highway 90. Although ethnically diverse,
Amelia is predominantly a working class community. Most of Amelia’s small businesses are
located at the community’s center, under the Highway 90 Bridge at the Bayou Boeuf crossing.

History. Amelia was settled along the historic “Old Spanish Trail,” an 18" and 19" century
cattle driving route that linked Texas ranchers to markets in New Orleans. The completion of
the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway during World War 11 further established this community.
Following the War, the areas around both Amelia and Morgan City were important sites of early
offshore petroleum service activities. Since then, Amelia’s economy has focused on both
shrimping and oil industry. In 1955, the McDermott fabrication yard opened in Amelia at the
Gulf Intracoastal Waterway and Bayou Boeuf junction. This was the first fabrication facility
devoted solely to the construction of offshore platforms. Still operating today, the McDermott
fabrication yard now spans over 1,000 acres.

Shrimp vessel and Oil Field Barges in Amelia

Current Conditions and Trends. Amelia had a year 2000 population of 2,423 persons, slightly
below the 1990 figure. Shrimp and crab are the primary harvests. Numerous oil industry
workers shrimp part-time.

There is a bait and tackle shop and an ice house in Amelia. Several businesses sell and repair
boats and engines. Many large shrimp boats dock at a large boat ramp located under the
Highway 90 Bridge at Bayou Bouef. Blue crabs are the most frequently reported landing for
Amelia residents, followed by shrimp. Local processors employed an average of 41 persons in
1990 and an undisclosed number in 2000. Although we could not prove residence for any state
commercial license holders, 21 maintained post office boxes or resided in the area in 2000.
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Table 1. Amelia Demographics

Factor 1990 2000
Total population 2,447 2,423
Gender Ratio M/F (Number) 1,300/1,147 1,338/1,085
Age (Percent of total population)
Under 18 years of age 39.5 31.6
18 to 64 years of age 55.2 61.5
65 years and over 5.3 6.9
Ethnicity or Race (Number)
White 1,491 1,422
Black or African American 187 300
American Indian and Alaskan Native 43 16
Asian 689 550
Some other race 37 103
TwoO Or more races N/A 32
Hispanic or Latino (any race) 100 198
Educational Attainment ( Population 25 and over)
Percent with less than 9th grade 4.3 27.8
Percent high school graduate or higher 30.6 49.3
Percent with a Bachelor’s degree or higher 2.9 2.6
Language Spoken at Home (Population 5 years and over)
Percent who speak a language other than English at home 40.0 36.8
Percent who speak English less than very well 24.1 20.6
Household income (Median $) 20,061 26,953
Poverty Status (Percent of population with income below poverty line) 27.3 32.5
Percent female headed household 9.0 9.9
Home Ownership (Number)
Owner occupied 561 622
Renter occupied 159 144
Value Owner-occupied Housing (Median $) 39,700 61,800
Monthly Contract Rent (Median $) 210 391
Employment Status (Population 16 yrs and over)
Percent in the labor force 59.6 52.6
Percent of civilian labor force unemployed 8.3 9.7
Occupation** (Percent in workforce)
Management, professional, and related occupations N/A 19.5
Service occupations N/A 9.9
Sales and office occupations N/A 12.3
Farming, fishing, and forestry occupations 1.8 6.3
Construction, extraction, and maintenance occupations N/A 9.3
Production, transportation, and material moving occupations N/A 42.6
Industry** (Percent in workforce)
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 2.6 4.1
Mining (includes the offshore oil/gas industry workforce) 5.5 11.2
Manufacturing 30.2 23.0
Percent government workers 8.1 9.8
Commuting to Work (Workers 16 yrs and over)
Mean travel time to work (minutes) N/A 19.5
Percent worked outside of county of residence 11.4 12.1

** Differences in data used to generate Occupation and Industry percentages in 1990 and 2000 preclude valid comparisons for those Census years
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Table 2. Fishing Infrastructure and Services Observed in Amelia in 2003

Factor Quantity
Boats with Commercial Gear -
Trawls 50-60
Skimmers 50-60
Butterfly 10-20
Crabbers 50-60
Oyster 0

Other Commercial Many oil field vessels

Recreational Fishing Boats

Freshwater 100
Saltwater 50-60
Fishing Infrastructure and Services -
Marinas 1
Seafood Docks/Dealers 2
Commercial Ship/Boat Repair 10
Commercial Ship/Boat Builders 10
Net Makers/Dealers 0
Commercial Marine Supply 2
Seafood Transport 3
Fishing Pier 0
Table 3. Primary Fishing-related Businesses Listed for Amelia in 2003
Type of Business Frequency
Ship Building and Repair 3
Total 3
Table 4. Amelia Commercial Landings and Value Summary: 2000 (based on all address fields)
Species Pounds Reported Ex-Vessel Value ($)
Total Combined 738,971 756,946
Table 5. Amelia License/Permit Summary: 2000
Commercial (based on physical address data only) Recreational (based on all address fields)
State License Holders Federal Permit Holders State Saltw(aat Ielrt;rﬁi;] se Holders Tcocfﬁiriﬁﬁt;]
- - 180 7
Total = -- .
% Households Holding Commercial ':g/reLa(?uesghuornjt?erlgg /I;ggrls?; -
Permit or License: --/766 = --

Please reference Table 3.23-3 above for the total number of commercial permit and license holders attributable to
this community as based on both street and post office box address data.
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Bait and Tackle Shop in Amelia

3.23.2 Baldwin (incorporated, pop. 2,497)

Location and Overview. Baldwin is located on the “Teche Ridge.” Traditionally a sugarcane
farming community, Baldwin’s economy, like that of nearby Charenton, has become influenced
by the Chitimacha Indian Reservation’s Cypress Bayou Casino. Many gamblers stop at
Baldwin’s town center: a small shopping and service area at the intersection of Highways 322
and 182. Baldwin has also become something of an entry point for visiting anglers, hunters, and
bird watchers. Tourists stop at Baldwin on their way to nearby Lake Fausse Pointe State Park,
Attakapas Island Wildlife Management Area, Grand Lake, and Six Mile Lake. Lake Fausse
Pointe State Park, a 15,000 acre cypress-fringed lake, also has several public boat ramps.
Vermilion Bay and the Gulf of Mexico can be reached via Bayou Teche, the Charenton Canal,
Weeks Island, Cypremort Point and Cote Blanche. Individuals with larger boats dock them at
Cypremort Point.

History. By 1817, steamboats traveling up Bayou Teche as far north as Washington contributed
to Baldwin’s emergence as a commercial distribution center. Sugarcane was central to the
region’s early economy. Lumber was also an important cash crop, during the early part of the
1900s (to 1930), when the Atchafalaya Basin (north of the community) was heavily logged for
its cypress.
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Current Trends and Conditions. Baldwin’s population increased from 2,379 in 1990 to 2,497
persons in 2000. Primarily a sugarcane farming community, fishing, farming, and forestry
occupations have declined during this last decade. However, the seasonal work of sugarcane
lends itself to commercial and/or recreational fishing, and many fishermen and offshore oil
workers live in the area. Recreational fishers in Baldwin target catfish, brim, shrimp, and
crawfish. The local commercial fleet is small but active. Blue crabs are the most frequently
reported landing for Baldwin residents, followed by catfish.

There is a seafood dealer, bait shop and two boat launches in Baldwin. Local retailers indicate
that business has suffered over the years from the rising cost of fuel, labor, insurance, license
fees, and Asian shrimp importation. No processors currently operate in Baldwin, although local
processors employed 60 persons in 1980.

Some local fishery participants believe that state regulation favors recreational anglers over
commercial participants. Dissatisfaction about recent increases in the price of commercial
fishing licenses was mentioned by a few informants.

Sugarcane Loading near Baldwin
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Table 1. Baldwin Demographics

Factor 1990 2000
Total population 2,379 2,497
Gender Ratio M/F (Number) 1,159/1,220 1,267/1,230
Age (Percent of total population)
Under 18 years of age 35.2 30.1
18 to 64 years of age 56.5 60.8
65 years and over 8.3 9.1
Ethnicity or Race (Number)
White 854 803
Black or African American 1,468 1,611
American Indian and Alaskan Native 17 25
Asian 36 21
Some other race 4 20
TwO Or more races N/A 17
Hispanic or Latino (any race) 18 37
Educational Attainment ( Population 25 and over)
Percent with less than 9th grade 21.2 11.8
Percent high school graduate or higher 59.1 64.5
Percent with a Bachelor’s degree or higher 7.6 9.3
Language Spoken at Home (Population 5 years and over)
Percent who speak a language other than English at home 12.8 7.0
Percent who speak English less than very well 3.4 2.8
Household income (Median $) 20,260 23,272
Poverty Status (Percent of population with income below poverty line) 28.0 31.8
Percent female headed household 19.2 25.9
Home Ownership (Number)
Owner occupied 562 658
Renter occupied 174 119
Value Owner-occupied Housing (Median $) 47,800 63,800
Monthly Contract Rent (Median $) 175 344
Employment Status (Population 16 yrs and over)
Percent in the labor force 58.0 45.8
Percent of civilian labor force unemployed 13.1 16.4
Occupation** (Percent in workforce)
Management, professional, and related occupations N/A 24.0
Service occupations N/A 22.4
Sales and office occupations N/A 21.3
Farming, fishing, and forestry occupations 4.7 1.6
Construction, extraction, and maintenance occupations N/A 10.6
Production, transportation, and material moving occupations N/A 20.2
Industry** (Percent in workforce)
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 3.1 1.8
Mining (includes the offshore oil/gas industry workforce) 6.7 4.4
Manufacturing 24.2 12.3
Percent government workers 19.6 20.5
Commuting to Work (Workers 16 yrs and over)
Mean travel time to work (minutes) N/A 20.0
Percent worked outside of county of residence 24.2 15.1

** Differences in data used to generate Occupation and Industry in 1990 and 2000 preclude valid comparisons for those Census years.
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Table 2. Fishing Infrastructure and Services Observed in Baldwin in 2003

Factor

Quantity

Boats with Commercial Gear

Trawls

5-10

Skimmers

10-15

Butterfly

None seen

Crabbers

Less than 5

Oyster

0

Recreational Fishing Boats

Freshwater

30-50

Saltwater

10-15

Infrastructure and Services

Marinas

Seafood Docks/Dealers

Commercial Ship/Boat Repair

Commercial Ship/Boat Builders

Net Makers/Dealers

Commercial Marine Supply

Seafood Transport

Air Fill Stations (diving)

Fishing Pier

R l|O|lR,|O|O|O|O | |O

Table 3. Primary Fishing-related Businesses Listed for Baldwin in 2003

Type of Business

Frequency

Boat Rentals & Pier

1

Seafood Retailer

Seafood Dealer (Wholesaler)

Total

1
1
3

Table 4. Baldwin Commercial Landings and VValue Summary: 2000 (based on all address fields)

Species

Pounds Reported

Ex-Vessel Value ($)

Total Combined

288,071

224,974

Table 5. Baldwin License/Permit Summary: 2000

Commercial (based on physical address data only)

Recreational (based on all address fields)

% Households Holding Commercial
Permit or License: 2/777 = .26

State License Holders Federal Permit Holders State Saltwater License Holders Total SOId. in
(all types) Community
2 0 227 227
Total =2

Average Number of Licenses
per Household: 227/777 = .3

Please reference Table 3.23-3 above for the total number of commercial permit and license holders attributable

to this community as based on both street and post office box address data.

449




3.23.3 Berwick (incorporated, pop. 4,418)

Location and Overview. Across the Atchafalaya River from Morgan City, Berwick is located at
the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway junction along Highway 90. Berwick is also near Six Mile Lake,
the Atchafalaya Delta Management Wildlife Area, Atchafalaya Bay, and the Gulf of Mexico.
While Berwick’s economy is very much tied to Morgan City, the converse is not true: the
Atchafalaya River Bridge routes drivers approaching or departing Morgan City over Berwick
rather than through it. Many residents work in the offshore petroleum platforms and in the
fabrication yards located along the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway.

History. Fishing and, particularly, shrimping played significant roles in Berwick’s local history
and culture. Throughout the North Atchafalaya Basin, fishermen historically targeted catfish,
crawfish, and gar. Cypress lumber and Spanish moss (used for stuffing furniture) was important
as well. Oysters, waterfowl and fur were important commodities from the coastal marshes to the
south. By 1857, a rail line running from New Orleans to the Atchafalaya River opposite
Berwick facilitated the shipping of these wetland products. The introduction of reliable marine
engines in the 1930s helped make shrimp the most important commercial species in the area. By
the 1950s, the Berwick-Morgan City shrimp fleet was one of the largest in Louisiana.

Oil production was also economically important to this area. The high land and deepwater
access offered at Atchafalaya River and Teche Ridge provided the growing marine oil industry
with an ideal staging point for operations. After the introduction of the Gulf Intracoastal
Waterway in the mid 1940s, this location became the water transportation hub for the growing
offshore oil sector. Following the 1973-74 OPEC oil embargoes, oil prices increased and the
offshore oil sector grew dramatically. However, commercial shrimpers could not afford to
compete with the oil companies for dock space and, by the late 1970s, much of the shrimp fleet
had relocated. Dramatic increases in real estate prices along the shore continued to dissuade
commercial fishermen from remaining in this area. Although oil market declines in 1986
temporarily slowed down offshore activity, these factors continue to drive commercial fishermen
from Berwick.

j 2l
AT N 1 g
Lo T

Waterfront at Berwick
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Boat ramp at Berwick

Current Conditions and Trends. The Town of Berwick had a year 2000 population of 4,418
persons and is not much changed from the last decade. Already marginal, Berwick’s fishing
industry continues to decline. There are two seafood dealers here, and several boat
ramps/launches, bait shops, ice houses, and boat and engine repair facilities.

Many Berwick residents fish recreationally, and most have small boats parked in their
driveways. Indeed, nearly every home has at least one boat and some have as many as four.
Some residents argue that commercial fishing had significantly declined in Berwick when
Casso’s seafood dock closed. Informants suggest that the majority of the commercial fleet can
afford to fish only on a part-time basis and so must rely on more stable occupations. Some locals
assert that the commercial fleet here is dominated by persons of Vietnamese ancestry.

The economic opportunities and support services available for commercial fishermen have
dwindled over the last several years. One popular seafood dealer has been in business for over
twenty years, but owners assert that lower-priced Asian imports have seriously undercut
business. A local shipyard has reportedly shifted focus away from commercial fishing vessels
and now specializes in generalized steel hull repair.

Menhaden are the most frequently reported landing for Berwick residents, followed by crawfish,

crab, and shrimp. In 1980, local seafood processors employed 26 persons. By 1990, that
employment figure decreased to six persons.
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Table 1. Berwick Demographics

Factor 1990 2000
Total population 4,375 4,418
Gender Ratio M/F (Number) 2,137/2,238 2,139/2,279
Age (Percent of total population)
Under 18 years of age 31.6 29.7
18 to 64 years of age 59.7 60.9
65 years and over 8.7 9.4
Ethnicity or Race (Number)
White 3,880 3,828
Black or African American 403 365
American Indian and Alaskan Native 60 31
Asian 25 32
Some other race 7 24
TwoO Or more races N/A 138
Hispanic or Latino (any race) 78 64
Educational Attainment ( Population 25 and over)
Percent with less than 9th grade 21.3 14.2
Percent high school graduate or higher 61.4 69.3
Percent with a Bachelor’s degree or higher 11.7 13.8
Language Spoken at Home (Population 5 years and over)
Percent who speak a language other than English at home 7.1 9.5
Percent who speak English less than very well 1.5 1.9
Household income (Median $) 21,962 33,208
Poverty Status (Percent of population with income below poverty line) 19.5 14.8
Percent female headed household 12.3 12.7
Home Ownership (Number)
Owner occupied 1,058 1,222
Renter occupied 520 433
Value Owner-occupied Housing (Median $) 53,000 84,700
Monthly Contract Rent (Median $) 193 418
Employment Status (Population 16 yrs and over)
Percent in the labor force 61.1 59.9
Percent of civilian labor force unemployed 6.6 5.1
Occupation** (Percent in workforce)
Management, professional, and related occupations N/A 28.7
Service occupations N/A 12.3
Sales and office occupations N/A 28.8
Farming, fishing, and forestry occupations 3.8 0.6
Construction, extraction, and maintenance occupations N/A 14.1
Production, transportation, and material moving occupations N/A 15.5
Industry** (Percent in workforce)
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 4.1 1.1
Mining (includes the offshore oil/gas industry workforce) 11.0 7.8
Manufacturing 8.5 10.1
Percent government workers 11.2 15.1
Commuting to Work (Workers 16 yrs and over)
Mean travel time to work (minutes) N/A 20.4
Percent worked outside of county of residence 3.4 9.4

**Differences in the types of data used to generate Occupation and Industry in 1990 and 2000 preclude valid comparisons for those census years.
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Table 2. Fishing Infrastructure and Services Observed in Berwick in 2003

Factor

Quantity

Boats with Commercial Gear

Trawls

10-20

Skimmers

10-20

Butterfly

1

Crabbers

Oyster

Other Commercial

2
0
0

Recreational Fishing Boats

Freshwater

200-300

Saltwater

100-150

Infrastructure and Services

Marinas

Seafood Docks/Dealers

Commercial Ship/Boat Repair

Commercial Ship/Boat Builders

Net Makers/Dealers

Commercial Marine Supply

Seafood Transport

Air Fill Stations (diving)

Fishing Pier

olo|lr|r|o|lr]|r|N| -

Table 3. Primary Fishing-related Businesses Listed for Berwick in 2003

Type of Business

Frequency

Boat Builder/Broker

1

Boat Rentals & Pier

Processor; Seafood Dealer (Wholesaler)

Total

5
1
7

Table 4. Berwick Commercial Landings and Value Summary: 2000 (based on all address fields)

Species

Pounds Reported

Ex-Vessel Value ($)

Total Combined

32,303,937

3,518,672

Table 5. Berwick License/Permit Summary: 2000

Commercial (based on physical address data only)

Recreational (based on all address fields)

% Households Holding Commercial
Permit or License: 51/1,655 = 3.1

State License Holders Federal Permit Holders State Saltwater License Holders Total SOId. In
(all types) Community
51 0 680 29
Total =51

Average Number of Licenses per
Household: 680/1,655 = .4

Please reference Table 3.23-3 above for the total number of commercial permit and license holders attributable to

this community as based on both street and post office box address data.
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3.23.4 Charenton (unincorporated, pop. 1,944)

Location and Overview. Charenton is located on Highway 326 on the 283-acre Chitamacha
Indian Reservation. Chitamacha Indians comprise approximately 16 percent of Charenton’s
population. Although sugarcane agriculture is part of the local economy, the Chitamacha
Indian’s Cypress Bayou Casino provides the largest source of revenue for the community.
Regional points of interest include the Jean Lafitte National Historical Park, Chitamacha Unit,
and the Charenton Heritage Museum. The Atchafalaya Basin is ideal for deer and duck hunting,
while the Attakapas Island Wildlife Management Area, a 25,000 acre of swampland in the
Atchafalaya Basin, offers fishing, hunting, and bird watching. Many residents fish recreationally
in this area.

Casino at Charenton

Current Conditions and Trends. Charenton’s year 2000 population of 1,944 persons had
increased by almost 300 since 1990. However, the number of residents earning a living from
commercial fishing has declined. One local informant explains that the Casino and, to a lesser
extent, sugarcane really drive Charenton’s economy. The area maintains few support services
for fishing. There are no ice houses, bait shops, or vessel/engine repair facilities in Charenton.
A boat ramp east of town provides the small commercial fleet active in the area with access to
the central portion of the Atchafalaya Basin. These vessels primarily target crawfish.

Nearby Bayou Teche provides fishermen with direct access to Lake Fausse Pointe State Park, the
Attakapas Island Wildlife Management Area, Grand Lake, and Six Mile Lake. Local fishermen
can access Vermilion Bay and the Gulf of Mexico through multiple points including: Bayou
Teche, Weeks Island, Cypremort Point, Cote Blanche, and the Charenton Canal.

A local seafood processor was active in 2000. An average of 22 persons was employed by local

processors in 1990. Although we could prove physical residence for only one state commercial
license holder, 28 resided or maintained post office boxes in the area in 2000.
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Table 1. Charenton Demographics

Factor 1990 2000
Total population 1,584 1,944
Gender Ratio M/F (Number) 790/794 997/947
Age (Percent of total population)
Under 18 years of age 33.7 30.7
18 to 64 years of age 54.5 59.4
65 years and over 11.8 9.9
Ethnicity or Race (Number)
White 669 888
Black or African American 666 704
American Indian and Alaskan Native 249 318
Asian 0 7
Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander 0 1
TwoO Or more races N/A 24
Hispanic or Latino (any race) 11 23
Educational Attainment ( Population 25 and over)
Percent with less than 9th grade 29.0 17.8
Percent high school graduate or higher 55.9 58.7
Percent with a Bachelor’s degree or higher 2.6 3.7
Language Spoken at Home (Population 5 years and over)
Percent who speak a language other than English at home 11.6 9.0
Percent who speak English less than very well 6.0 2.0
Household income (Median $) 12,311 27,837
Poverty Status (Percent of population with income below poverty line) 43.8 26.8
Percent female headed household 17.6 14.2
Home Ownership (Number)
Owner occupied 419 585
Renter occupied 101 92
Value Owner-occupied Housing (Median $) 44,000 73,000
Monthly Contract Rent (Median $) 113 305
Employment Status (Population 16 yrs and over)
Percent in the labor force 56.9 54.4
Percent of civilian labor force unemployed 15.3 11.4
Occupation** (Percent in workforce)
Management, professional, and related occupations N/A 12.9
Service occupations N/A 14.5
Sales and office occupations N/A 25.7
Farming, fishing, and forestry occupations 7.6 3.1
Construction, extraction, and maintenance occupations N/A 14.4
Production, transportation, and material moving occupations N/A 29.4
Industry** (Percent in workforce)
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 9.0 3.7
Mining (includes the offshore oil/gas industry workforce) 10.7 5.3
Manufacturing 17.4 13.6
Percent government workers 20.3 18.8
Commuting to Work (Workers 16 yrs and over)
Mean travel time to work (minutes) N/A 18.1
Percent worked outside of county of residence 13.4 13.4

**Differences in the types of data used to generate Occupation and Industry in 1990 and 2000 preclude valid comparisons for those census
years.
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Table 2. Fishing Infrastructure and Services Observed in Charenton in 2003

Factor Quantity

Boats with Commercial Gear -

Trawls

Skimmers

Butterfly

o|o|o|o

Crabbers

Oyster 0

Other Commercial 40 (crawfish)

Recreational Fishing Boats -

Freshwater 75-100

Saltwater 20-35

Infrastructure and Services -

Marinas

Seafood Docks/Dealers

Commercial Ship/Boat Repair

Commercial Ship/Boat Builders

Net Makers/Dealers

Commercial Marine Supply

o|lo|o|o|o|—|O

Seafood Transport

Table 3. Primary Fishing-related Businesses Listed for Charenton in 2003
None Listed.

Table 4. Charenton Commercial Landings and Value Summary: 2000 (based on all address fields)

Species Pounds Reported Ex-Vessel Value ($)
Total Combined 547,946 550,834
Table 5. Charenton License/Permit Summary: 2000
Commercial (based on physical address data only) Recreational (based on all address fields)
State License Holders Federal Permit Holders State Saltwater License Holders Total SOId. n
(all types) Community
1 0 154 5
Total =1 .
- - Average Number of Licenses per
% Households Holding Commercial Hogusehold' 154/677 = 2 P --
Permit or License: 1/677 = .15 ' '

Please reference Table 3.23-3 above for the total number of commercial permit and license holders attributable to
this community as based on both street and post office box address data.

Sugarcane Fields near Charenton
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3.23.5 Cypremort Point (unincorporated, pop. 910)

Location and Overview. Cypremort Point is located on Highway 319 between Vermilion and
West Cote Blanche Bays. In general, Cypremort Point is a family-oriented recreational fishing
community, composed almost entirely of camps owned by persons residing between Lafayette
and Morgan City. The Point itself has a small permanent population. The older camps on the
Vermilion Bay side of the Point are typical of southern Louisiana coastal camps, while the newer
camps on the West Cote Blanche Bay side are more like condos. Virtually everyone who
maintains a camp also owns at least one boat.

Cypremort Point State Park is located nearby on Highway 185. The Park has several large boat
ramps and provides access to pier fishing in Vermilion Bay. Many anglers from surrounding
areas use the boat launch/landing at the park. Cypremort Park also has the only accessible beach
between Grand Isle and Holly Beach. This is a man-made beach in the heart of a natural marsh.
Cypremort Point is also the only direct Gulf or Bay access between Grand Isle and Holley
Beach, a nautical distance of approximately 200 miles. Over the last several decades, the point
has also become a center for sailing, with a buoyed racecourse. There are usually several races
on summer weekends. The Point is totally oriented toward water recreation, with the primary
focus on recreational fishing.

History. Cypremort Point and Marsh Island are the remnants of an ancient Mississippi River
delta. Silt from this river configuration formed Tiger and Trinity Shoals offshore from the point.
As a result, it is necessary to go further offshore to reach deep water here than in any other
Louisiana coastal area.

Current Conditions and Trends. Cypremort Point had a year 2000 population of 910 persons.
Commercial fishers active in the area primarily target speckled trout and redfish in the Vermilion
Bay, Marsh Island, and West Cote Blanche Bay area. Some with larger boats fish offshore from
Cypremort Point though the underwater contours are generally inhospitable to offshore fishing.
Numerous commercial shrimpers dock at Cypremort Point seafood dock. But, as for all of the
fleet (except one local permit holder), they live and/or receive their mail elsewhere. Our data are
thereby limited. Although we could not prove physical residence for any state commercial
license holders in Cypremort Point, 16 maintained post office boxes or resided in the area in
2000. One local fishery informant claims that the commercial shrimping in Cypremort Point is
closely tied to Delcambre (located north of Vermilion Bay). Indeed, many of the shrimpers
unload their catch at Delcambre, particularly during the spring inland season.
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Newer Camps with Boat Slips

Marina at Cypremort Point in 2003
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Table 1. Cypremort Point Demographics

Factor 1990 2000
Total population 968 910
Gender Ratio M/F (Number) 462/506 466/444
Age (Percent of total population)
Under 18 years of age 38.9 31.8
18 to 64 years of age 52.1 57.8
65 years and over 9.0 10.4
Ethnicity or Race (Number)
White 104 378
Black or African American 857 475
American Indian and Alaskan Native 6 9
Asian 1 43
Two or more races N/A 5
Hispanic or Latino (any race) 2 1
Educational Attainment ( Population 25 and over)
Percent with less than 9th grade 36.2 16.6
Percent high school graduate or higher 38.0 47.9
Percent with a Bachelor’s degree or higher 4.2 6.6
Language Spoken at Home (Population 5 years and over)
Percent who speak a language other than English at home 2.2 9.4
Percent who speak English less than very well 0.7 1.2
Household income (Median $) 16,208 25,096
Poverty Status (Percent of population with income below poverty line) 37.6 27.8
Percent female headed household 19.7 20.3
Home Ownership (Number)
Owner occupied 226 261
Renter occupied 43 39
Value Owner-occupied Housing (Median $) 25,800 42,900
Monthly Contract Rent (Median $) 115 217
Employment Status (Population 16 yrs and over)
Percent in the labor force 49.1 43.9
Percent of civilian labor force unemployed 11.1 14.4
Occupation** (Percent in workforce)
Management, professional, and related occupations N/A 9.4
Service occupations N/A 21.1
Sales and office occupations N/A 14.5
Farming, fishing, and forestry occupations 4.4 9.4
Construction, extraction, and maintenance occupations N/A 17.2
Production, transportation, and material moving occupations N/A 28.2
Industry** (Percent in workforce)
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 2.7 10.6
Mining (includes the offshore oil/gas industry workforce) 9.5 1.5
Manufacturing 41.0 12.9
Percent government workers 9.8 12.9
Commuting to Work (Workers 16 yrs and over)
Mean travel time to work (minutes) 24.5 21.0
Percent worked outside of county of residence 38.6 23.7

**Differences in the types used to generate Occupation and Industry percentages in 1990 and 2000 preclude valid comparisons for those census years.
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Table 2. Fishing Infrastructure and Services Observed in Cypremort Point in 2003
Factor Quantity
Boats with Commercial Gear -
Trawls 10-15
Skimmers 15-20
Butterfly Less than 5
Crabbers 10-15
Oyster 0
Other Commercial A few small oil field vessels
Recreational Fishing Boats -
Freshwater 20-30
Saltwater Over 100
Infrastructure and Services
Marinas
Seafood Docks/Dealers
Commercial Ship/Boat Repair
Commercial Ship/Boat Builders
Net Makers/Dealers
Commercial Marine Supply
Seafood Transport
Air Fill Stations (diving)
Fishing Pier

R|lo|lr|r|lo|lo|lo|r]—]|

Table 3. Primary Fishing-related Businesses Listed for Cypremort Point in 2003

None Listed

Table 4. Cypremort Point Commercial Landings and Value Summary: 2000 (based on all address fields)
Data not available.

Table 5. Cypremort Point License/Permit Summary: 2000

Commercial (based on physical address data only) Recreational (based on all address fields)
State License Holders Federal Permit Holders State Saltwater License Holders Total SOId. n
(all types) Community

- 1 0 598

Total =1 .
- - Average Number of Licenses per
% Households Holding Commercial M e . ! - . --
. . Household: 0/300 =0
Permit or License: 1/300 = .3

Please reference Table 3.23-3 above for the total number of commercial permit and license holders attributable to
this community as based on both street and post office box address data.

3.23.6 Franklin (incorporated, pop. 8,354)

Location and Overview. Franklin is located on Bayou Teche in St. Mary Parish between
Morgan City and New Iberia. Franklin is both the parish seat and largest town in St. Mary
Parish. Economically dependent on sugarcane agriculture, cane fields and grinding mills
dominate the terrain. Franklin’s main street, Highway 182 (formerly Highway 90), parallels
Bayou Teche, and both run through Franklin’s town center. Bayou Teche provides Franklin with
access to many bodies of water including: the Gulf of Mexico, Six Mile Lake, Attakapas Island
Wildlife Management Area, Grand Lake, and Lake Fausse Pointe State Park, a 15,000 acre,
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cypress-fringed lake with several boat ramps. Franklin also has a Historic Downtown District,
with over 400 structures on the National Register of Historic Places. These structures include
antebellum homes, Victorian cottages, and a turn-of-the-century downtown shopping district.

History. Franklin was founded in 1808 on the banks of Bayou Teche by English settlers from
the Atlantic coast. In 1811, Franklin became the parish seat of St. Mary Parish. Ideally suited
for growing sugarcane, the introduction of plantation style agriculture to the area by “gentlemen
farmers” transformed this region’s economy. By 1819, the steamboat became an essential part
of local economic and social life. Importantly, the smaller steam vessels could navigate Bayou
Teche, where larger vessels could not. Located downstream from New Iberia, Franklin soon
emerged as a major transportation hub for Louisiana’s antebellum south.

Current Conditions and Trends. Franklin has a year 2000 population of 8,354 persons, a decrease
of 650 inhabitants since 1990. Locals prefer Cypremort Point or Vermilion Bay for fishing. There
is some limited commercial fishing activity in the area. Various fishing-related infrastructure and
services are located in Franklin, including a ship building and repair business, and numerous seafood
dealers. A small group of commercial operators reside or maintain postal addresses here.

Some local fishery participants claim that Franklin’s commercial fishing industry is in decline.
An owner of a local seafood processing plant laments several difficulties commercial fishermen
face, including increased competition with recreational anglers, TEDS, and the importation of
crawfish and shrimp. Other reported problems include hurricanes, tropical storms, and
regulations requiring all oysters to be harvested between April and October. Nevertheless,
fishing is of social importance to Franklin, and many residents fish recreationally for crawfish
and shrimp. Individuals keep smaller boats in their driveways, and dock larger ones in the
Franklin Canal. Local residents of Franklin most frequently report landing crab, drum, and
crawfish. A local processor employed two persons in 1990 and an undisclosed number in 2000.
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Table 1. Franklin Demographics

Factor 1990 2000
Total population 9,004 8,354
Gender Ratio M/F (Number) 4,237/4,767 3,757/4,597
Age (Percent of total population)
Under 18 years of age 30.4 30.4
18 to 64 years of age 56.5 56.2
65 years and over 13.1 13.4
Ethnicity or Race (Number)
White 4,996 3,966
Black or African American 3,919 4,177
American Indian and Alaskan Native 44 53
Asian 23 26
Some other race 22 25
TwoO Or more races N/A 107
Hispanic or Latino (any race) 87 66
Educational Attainment ( Population 25 and over)
Percent with less than 9th grade 20.6 10.4
Percent high school graduate or higher 57.7 69.0
Percent with a Bachelor’s degree or higher 9.7 11.4
Language Spoken at Home (Population 5 years and over)
Percent who speak a language other than English at home 8.6 9.9
Percent who speak English less than very well 2.5 2.5
Household income (Median $) 19,939 24,844
Poverty Status (Percent of population with income below poverty line) 31.5 27.6
Percent female headed household 19.4 22.1
Home Ownership (Number)
Owner occupied 1,974 1,998
Renter occupied 1,086 1,028
Value Owner-occupied Housing (Median $) 49,700 63,500
Monthly Contract Rent (Median $) 184 370
Employment Status (Population 16 yrs and over)
Percent in the labor force 53.6 54.8
Percent of civilian labor force unemployed 12.6 10.7
Occupation** (Percent in workforce)
Management, professional, and related occupations N/A 24.0
Service occupations N/A 19.8
Sales and office occupations N/A 25.3
Farming, fishing, and forestry occupations 1.9 1.7
Construction, extraction, and maintenance occupations N/A 8.9
Production, transportation, and material moving occupations N/A 20.3
Industry** (Percent in workforce)
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 2.5 2.4
Mining (includes the offshore oil/gas industry workforce) 5.2 2.7
Manufacturing 17.8 14.2
Percent government workers 14.3 18.0
Commuting to Work (Workers 16 yrs and over)
Mean travel time to work (minutes) N/A 19.9
Percent worked outside of county of residence 13.4 10.2

**Differences in the types of data used to generate Occupation and Industry in 1990 and 2000 preclude valid comparisons for those census years.
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Table 2. Fishing Infrastructure and Services Observed in Franklin in 2003

Factor

Quantity

Boats with Commercial Gear

Trawls

Skimmers

5-10

Butterfly

Crabbers

Oyster

Other Commercial

5
-1
1
1
0
0

Recreational Fishing Boats

Freshwater

100-150

Saltwater

50-100

Infrastructure and Services

Marinas

0

Seafood Docks/Dealers

6-8

Commercial Ship/Boat Repair

Commercial Ship/Boat Builders

Net Makers/Dealers

Commercial Marine Supply

Seafood Transport

Fishing Pier

o|lr|r|r|lo]l+

Table 3. Primary Fishing-related Businesses Listed for Franklin in 2003

Type of Business

Frequency

Boat Builder/Broker

3

Boat Rentals & Pier

Marina

Processor; Seafood Retailer

Processor; Seafood Dealer (Wholesaler)

Seafood Retailer

Seafood Dealer (Wholesaler)

wl~Nl |- |w

Total

19

Table 4. Franklin Commercial Landings and Value Summary: 2000 (based on all address fields)

Species

Pounds Reported

Ex-Vessel Value ($)

Total Combined

1,665,797

1,818,824

Table 5. Franklin License/Permit Summary: 2000

Commercial (based on physical address data only)

Recreational (based on all address fields)

State License Holders Federal Permit Holders State Saltwater License Holders Total SOId. n
(all types) Community
51 1 1,530 2,211
Total =52

% Households Holding Commercial
Permit or License: 52/3,026 = 1.7

Average Number of Licenses per
Household: 1,530/3,026 = .5

Please reference Table 3.23-3 above for the total number of commercial permit and license holders attributable to
this community as based on both street and post office box address data.
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3.23.7 Morgan City (incorporated, pop. 12,703)

Location and Overview. Morgan City is located on the banks of the Atchafalaya River. Much
of the city’s history can be read in its easy access to the Gulf of Mexico. Indeed, the confluence
of two major transportation arteries (the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway and Highway 90) has
resulted in its emergence as a major transportation hub for the offshore petroleum sector.
However, this industry was a mixed blessing. While petroleum brought new revenue to Morgan
City, its representatives also outbid commercial shrimpers for limited dock space. Participants in
both industries have recently established détente, symbolically resolved every Labor Day
weekend at Louisiana’s oldest harvest festival — the “Shrimp and Petroleum Festival.” The event
emphasizes the cultural and environmental commonalties of the industries. Celebrating the
traditional shrimping industry, a Catholic priest blesses the shrimp fleet. The modern
commercial alliance is commemorated by placing the Spirit of Morgan City, a shrimp boat, on
the city’s main street near the Eternal Flame, a monument to the offshore oil industry.

The city’s Historical Society is now restoring the downtown area along Front Street, on the
banks of the Atchafalaya. Shrimp boats are both historic artifacts and props. The Morgan City
Historical Society's effort to preserve this district includes plantation homes, churches and other
properties. There area also several museums devoted primarily to Morgan City’s fishing history.
The Rig Museum features an authentic oil offshore drilling rig.

Recreational fishing opportunities draw outsiders to Morgan City. For instance, Morgan City
hosts a tournament each June - the Bayou Bass Challenge. Less structured recreational
opportunities are available at Lake Palourde via a 118-acre area offering a boat launch,
campsites, walking trail, playground, sand beach, fishing, and sailing. Swamp tours and fishing
charters are also available.

History. Morgan City was built on the site of the Tiger Sugar Plantation. The arrival of rail
service to the area in 1857 was highly significant in that product- such as cypress lumber,
Spanish moss, and crawfish- could be traded as commaodities in larger cities to the north. By the
1950s, the Berwick/Morgan City shrimp fleet was one of Louisiana’s largest.

e S O
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Shrimp Dealer in Morgan City
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Current Conditions and Trends. Morgan City had a year 2000 population of 12,703 persons, a
decrease of 1,828 from 1990. The city’s economy is based largely in offshore oil and gas
development. There are several shipbuilding and repair facilities, large shipyards, and oil field
service businesses in the area. Most local fishing services are located along Highway 90: bait
shops, ice houses, seafood dealers, a net maker/dealer, and numerous boat launches all line this
same thoroughfare. Several large shrimp boats also dock at the wharf on Front Street near a
large seafood dock/dealer. Crawfish are the most frequently reported landing for Morgan City
residents, followed by crab and catfish. Some 227 commercial operators lived or maintained
postal addresses in the area in 2000. In 1980, local seafood processors employed an average of
13 persons. By 1990, 33 persons were so employed. A seafood processor remained active in
2000 (with an undisclosed number of employees).

Many residents engage in recreational shrimping, fishing, and hunting. Indeed, small boats on
trailers are found in almost every driveway. Boundaries between recreational and commercial
fishing are permeable. Part of the “recreational” catch is obviously commercially marketed:
individuals can be seen selling shrimp from roadside trucks on any given day. Local fishery
participants say that most offshore oil workers either shrimp or fish recreationally during the off-
season. Many families include both shrimpers and offshore oil workers. Other fishery
participants claim that while commercial fishing remains important to Morgan City, their city is
increasingly perceived as an “oil town.”

APT. L. [.seirom
FREGH SHRIMP
Bk T 565 5101

Morgan City Shrimp Dealer, Ice House, and Offshore Oil Fabrication Yard in Background
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Table 1. Morgan City Demographics

Factor 1990 2000
Total population 14,531 12,703
Gender Ratio M/F (Number) 7,008/7,523 6,120/6,583
Age (Percent of total population)
Under 18 years of age 29.3 26.4
18 to 64 years of age 59.8 59.7
65 years and over 10.9 13.9
Ethnicity or Race (Number)
White 10,910 9,055
Black or African American 3,311 3,036
American Indian and Alaskan Native 173 116
Asian 69 130
Some other race 68 150
TwO Or more races N/A 215
Hispanic or Latino (any race) 475 428
Educational Attainment ( Population 25 and over)
Percent with less than 9th grade 21.0 15.6
Percent high school graduate or higher 62.7 68.2
Percent with a Bachelor’s degree or higher 12.5 12.3
Language Spoken at Home (Population 5 years and over)
Percent who speak a language other than English at home 9.4 9.6
Percent who speak English less than very well 2.8 2.5
Household income (Median $) 22,664 28,324
Poverty Status (Percent of population with income below poverty line) 23.9 20.7
Percent female headed household 15.7 15.8
Home Ownership (Number)
Owner occupied 3,209 3,258
Renter occupied 1,983 1,779
Value Owner-occupied Housing (Median $) 50,100 76,400
Monthly Contract Rent (Median $) 194 403
Employment Status (Population 16 yrs and over)
Percent in the labor force 58.9 59.0
Percent of civilian labor force unemployed 6.3 8.2
Occupation** (Percent in workforce)
Management, professional, and related occupations N/A 23.4
Service occupations N/A 16.6
Sales and office occupations N/A 28.4
Farming, fishing, and forestry occupations 2.1 0.3
Construction, extraction, and maintenance occupations N/A 12.4
Production, transportation, and material moving occupations N/A 19.0
Industry** (Percent in workforce)
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 1.7 0.2
Mining (includes the offshore oil/gas industry workforce) 6.2 7.0
Manufacturing 8.7 10.9
Percent government workers 135 11.7
Commuting to Work (Workers 16 yrs and over)
Mean travel time to work (minutes) N/A 16.3
Percent worked outside of county of residence 41.6 9.6

**Differences in the types of data used to generate Occupation and Industry in 1990 and 2000 preclude valid comparisons for those census years.
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Table 2. Fishing Infrastructure and Services Observed in Morgan City in 2003

Factor Quantity
Boats with Commercial Gear -
Trawls 75-100
Skimmers 50-75
Butterfly 5-10
Crabbers 20-30
Oyster 2
Other Commercial 10-15
Recreational Fishing Boats -
Freshwater 50-100
Saltwater 200-300
Infrastructure and Services -
Marinas 2
Seafood Docks/Dealers 6
Commercial Ship/Boat Repair 10
Commercial Ship/Boat Builders 10
Net Makers/Dealers 1
Commercial Marine Supply 3
Seafood Transport 6
Fishing Pier 0

Table 3. Primary Fishing-related Businesses Listed for Morgan City in 2003

Type of Business Frequency
Boat Builder/Broker 26
Boat Builder/Broker; Marina 2
Boat Rentals & Pier 16
Boat Rentals & Pier; Marina 1
Marina 1
Processor 1
Processor; Seafood Dealer (Wholesaler)/ Retailer 1
Seafood Retailer 7
Seafood Dealer (Wholesaler) 1
Total 56

Table 4. Morgan City Commercial Landings and Value Summary: 2000 (based on all address fields)

Species

Pounds Reported

Ex-Vessel Value ($)

Total Combined

3,718,522

4,953,056

Table 5. Morgan City License/Permit Summary: 2000

Commercial (based on physical address data only)

Recreational (based on all address fields)

% Households Holding Commercial
Permit or License: 184/5,037 = 3.7

State License Holders Federal Permit Holders State Saltwater License Holders Total SOId. In
(all types) Community
183 1 2,861 1,479
Total =184

Average Number of Licenses per
Household: 2,861/5,037 = .57

Please reference Table 3.23-3 above for the total number of commercial permit and license holders attributable to
this community as based on both street and post office box address data.
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3.23.8 Patterson (incorporated, pop. 5,130)

Location and Overview. Patterson is located along the banks of Bayou Teche between Lafayette
and New Orleans. Access to deep water was once relatively easy here, but a system of locks
have turned the Bayou into a lake. Fishers trying to reach waterways in the Atchafalaya Basin
and River, and at Lake Palourade, Flat Lake, Lake Verret, and Belle River must now take
indirect routes.

History. The Patterson area became noted for involvement in the offshore oil industry in the
1930s, after the decline of local cypress milling. Cameron Iron Works was the first business in
Patterson involved in marine petroleum, and remains open today. Aviators Jimmie Wedell and
Harry Williams turned Patterson Airport into one of the most complete airports in the South in
the 1930s.

Current Conditions and Trends. This city had a year 2000 population of 5,130, an increase of
394 from 1990. Patterson’s economy continues its long standing reliance upon sugarcane
agriculture. While relatively few residents fish year round, the agrarian cycle lends itself to
opportunistically exploiting local wetland resources. There are two boat launches, a bait shop,
and a retail shrimp dealer here. Local fishery participants report that their profit margin tends to
decrease every year.

Crawfish are the most frequently landed species reported by Patterson residents, followed by
shrimp and crab. Local seafood processors employed an average of 27 persons in 1980 and one
in 1990. No processing employment data were available for 2000.

} — i = ."I '.

SRR |
o .—'!._,"" L

Trawler on Bayou Teche near Patterson in 2003
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Table 1. Patterson Demographics

Factor 1990 2000
Total population 4,736 5,130
Gender Ratio M/F (Number) 2,249/2,487 2,481/2,649
Age (Percent of total population)
Under 18 years of age 31.7 30.9
18 to 64 years of age 57.8 59.1
65 years and over 10.5 10.0
Ethnicity or Race (Number)
White 2,510 2,747
Black or African American 2,156 2,220
American Indian and Alaskan Native 40 36
Asian 10 30
Some other race 20 51
Two or more races N/A 46
Hispanic or Latino (any race) 76 99
Educational Attainment ( Population 25 and over)
Percent with less than 9th grade 18.3 11.5
Percent high school graduate or higher 57.1 63.3
Percent with a Bachelor’s degree or higher 6.6 8.2
Language Spoken at Home (Population 5 years and over)
Percent who speak a language other than English at home 6.7 10.0
Percent who speak English less than very well 1.7 1.8
Household income (Median $) 20,813 23,725
Poverty Status (Percent of population with income below poverty line) 29.0 30.9
Percent female headed household 18.2 17.3
Home Ownership (Number)
Owner occupied 992 1,287
Renter occupied 566 565
Value Owner-occupied Housing (Median $) 47,800 73,300
Monthly Contract Rent (Median $) 196 353
Employment Status (Population 16 yrs and over)
Percent in the labor force 57.5 54.3
Percent of civilian labor force unemployed 13.2 6.2
Occupation** (Percent in workforce)
Management, professional, and related occupations N/A 20.0
Service occupations N/A 18.6
Sales and office occupations N/A 27.2
Farming, fishing, and forestry occupations 1.5 0.4
Construction, extraction, and maintenance occupations N/A 13.8
Production, transportation, and material moving occupations N/A 19.9
Industry** (Percent in workforce)
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 1.0 0.5
Mining (includes the offshore oil/gas industry workforce) 12.4 10.4
Manufacturing 12.6 12.3
Percent government workers 12.3 14.1
Commuting to Work (Workers 16 yrs and over)
Mean travel time to work (minutes) N/A 19.8
Percent worked outside of county of residence 6.7 10.7

**Differences in the types of data used to generate Occupation and Industry in 1990 and 2000 preclude valid comparisons for those census years.
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Table 2. Fishing Infrastructure and Services Observed in Patterson in 2003

Factor Quantity
Boats with Commercial Gear -
Trawls 4-5
Skimmers 15-20
Butterfly 2-3
Crabbers 10-20
Oyster 0

Other Commercial

15-20 (Qil field)

Recreational Fishing Boats

Freshwater

50-75

Saltwater

30-40

Infrastructure and Services

Marinas

Seafood Docks/Dealers

Commercial Ship/Boat Repair

Commercial Ship/Boat Builders

Net Makers/Dealers

Commercial Marine Supply

Seafood Transport

Air Fill Stations (diving)

Fishing Pier

O|o|r|o|lo|dMdINMIF- O

Table 3. Primary Fishing-related Businesses Listed for Patterson in 2003

Type of Business

Frequency

Boat Builder/Broker

2

Boat Rentals & Pier

Processor

Total

3
1
6

Table 4. Patterson Commercial Landings and Value Summary: 2000 (based on all address fields)

Species

Pounds Reported

Ex-Vessel Value ($)

Total Combined

662,735

1,055,552

Table 5. Patterson License/Permit Summary: 2000

Commercial (based on physical address data only)

Recreational (based on all address fields)

% Households Holding Commercial
License or Permit: 29/1,852 =1.5

State License Holders Federal Permit Holders State Saltwater License Holders Total Sold-lon
(all types) Community
28 1 874 20
Total = 29

Average Number of Licenses per
Household: 874/1,852 =.5

Please reference Table 3.23-3 above for the total number of commercial permit and license holders attributable to
this community as based on both street and post office box address data.
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3.24 St. Tammany Parish Communities

This section describes the study communities in St. Tammany Parish. These are Lacombe,
Madisonville, Mandeville, Pearl River, and Slidell.

St. Tammany Parish is located north and east of New Orleans in eastern reaches of Louisiana.
The parish is bordered on the west by Tangipahoa Parish, on the north by Washington Parish, on
the east by western Mississippi, and on the south by Lake Pontchartrain. The terrain is
characteristically low, and there are numerous large and small water bodies productive in fish
and shellfish.

St. Tammany Parish has grown rapidly in the last 40 years. The population count was under
40,000 persons in 1960 and over 190,000 in 2000. St. Tammany Parish is currently the fifth
most populous parish in Louisiana. Proximity to New Orleans and the attractions of rural life in
Tammany underlie the growth. Covington is the parish seat. Its year 2000 population was 8,483
persons.

This parish was established in 1811. Its name derives from the Delaware chief Tammany
“...who before and during the Revolutionary war was chosen for his reputed virtues as the patron
saint of the new republic” (Fortier 1904:424).

St. Tammany was once an important timber area, but is now deeply involved in the oil industry
and associated services. The founding of Big Point Field in 1955 near Bayou Bonfouca led to
subsequent exploration and development that continues to the present. As of 2001, there were 13
active oil wells in the parish (Louisiana Mid-Continent Oil and Gas Association 2001).

Many parish residents commute to jobs in New Orleans and there is increasingly less
involvement in industries of historic importance, such as timber and fishing. Fisheries do
generate revenue in St. Tammany Parish. St. Tammany aquaculture products were valued at
$1,065,618 in 2002 and marine fisheries products at $1,326,501 (Louisiana State University
2002:258). Tourism is increasingly important to the Parish economy.

Per the 2000 census, the racial composition of the St. Tammany population was 87 percent
Caucasian, ten percent African American, and 2.5 percent Hispanic/Latino. The median family
income of $47,883 is well above the statewide median of just over $33,000. Ten percent of
parish residents lived in conditions of poverty in 2000, and 14 percent of families with children
were maintained by single females.

Table 3-24.1 depicts employment, poundage, and value figures for Tammany Parish processing

plants for 1990. Fewer than four processors were active in the parish in 1980 and 2000. Table
3-24.2 depicts earnings figures for Tammany Parish for the period 1990-1999.
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Table 3.24-1 Processor Employment, Production, and Product Value: St. Tammany Parish

Year Number of Mean Number Total Pou_nds all Product Value
Employed Species $
1980 -- -- -
1990 6.3 550,533 774,887
2000 -- -- -
Table 3.24-2 Earnings in St. Tammany Parish, 1990-2000
Industry (Const;irzr](;ggzlooos) Percer;togg areot $ Change
1990 2000 Earnings 1990-2000
Earnings 1,156,856 1,877,788 100.0 720,932
Farm earnings 9,297 -627 0.0 -9,924
Ag. services, frstry, fish. 11,278 16,180 0.9 4,902
Fishing 3,549 NA NA NA
Mining 68,559 14,641 0.8 -53,918
Oil and gas extraction NA NA NA NA
Construction 77,454 155,177 8.3 77,723
Special trade contractors 48,943 86,583 4.6 37,640
Manufacturing 69,943 114,153 6.1 44,210
Fabricated metal products 3,192 5,100 0.3 1,908
Industrial mach. & equip. 6,263 16,712 0.9 10,449
Food and kindred 9,346 9,494 0.5 149
Chemicals and allied 15,590 36,212 1.9 20,622
Petroleum and coal 212 NA NA NA
[Trans., public utilities 61,261 73,088 3.9 11,828
Trucking and warehousing 8,820 19,145 1.0 10,326
\Water transportation 11,528 6,967 04 -4,561
Transportation by air NA 5,115 0.3 NA
\Wholesale trade 50,080 134,562 7.2 84,481
Retail trade 163,421 280,936 15.0 117,515
Eating and drinking places 37,074 76,790 4.1 39,717
Fin., ins., real estate 48,774 127,495 6.8 78,720
Services 331,714 536,089 285 204,375
Business services 51,437 85,731 4.6 34,295
Health services 142,821 230,878 12.3 88,056
Legal services 20,776 26,488 14 5,712
Engineer. & mngmt. serv. 32,268 41,888 2.2 9,620
Government 265,075 426,096 22.7 161,021

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Economic Information System
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Table 3.24-3 Year 2000 Permits and Licenses, and 2003 Gulf Shrimp Permits: St. Tammany Parish*

Permit Type Study Communities
Lacombe Madisonville | Mandeville | Pearl River Slidell

Pelagic Charter -- - 2 - 3

Reef Fish Charter - - 2 - 4

Swordfish - - - - -

King Mackerel - - - - -

Rock Shrimp - - - - -

Red Snapper - - - - -

Spiny Lobster - -- - - -

Spanish Mackerel -- -- 1 - -

Gulf Reef Fish - -- - - -

Shark - - - - -

South Atlantic Snapper Grouper - -- - - -

Total Permits 2000 - - 5 - 7

Total Permit Holders 2000 -- - 3 - 4
Total State License Holders 2000 13 11 13 8 106

Gulf Shrimp Permits 2003 ** -- - - 1 3

* Includes all permits and licenses that can be attributed to the communities by both street and post office box addresses; these
data are used to generate counts of permit and license holders for whom evidence indicates actual residence, as provided in the
community descriptions. ** 2003 is the first year for which Gulf shrimp permit data are available.

(Online source: Brandon Baker)
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3.24.1 Lacombe (unincorporated, pop.7,518)

Location and Overview. Lacombe is located on the banks of Lake Pontchartrain, between
Slidell and Mandeville along Highway 190. There is freshwater access here and at nearby Lakes
Catherine and Borgne, and easy access to the Gulf of Mexico. The Big Branch Wildlife Refuge
offers various recreational activities, including canoeing, fishing, birding, and the Tammany
Trace Bike Trail. Lacombe hosts the annual Bayou Lacombe Crab Festival in honor of this
community’s primary harvest.

History. Lacombe began as a Catholic missionary, established to work with the Choctaw
Indians. The Bayou Lacombe Rural Museum displays this history. This museum is located in a
two-room schoolhouse that is listed on the National Historic Registry. A shrine dedicated to Our
Lady of Lourdes was built here in the early 1900s by Father Francois Balay.

Lacombe Street Scene

Current Conditions and Trends. Lacombe had a year 2000 population of 7,518 persons, an
increase of 985 residents from 1990. Shrimp, crab, redfish, catfish and croakers are the primary
harvests for the small local commercial fleet. Lacombe has little in the way of fishing-related
infrastructure, though several seafood wholesalers operate businesses here. Local seafood
processors employed an average of 14 persons in 1990. No processing employment data were
available for 2000.
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Table 1. Lacombe Demographics

Factor 1990 2000
Total population 6,523 7,518
Gender Ratio M/F (Number) 3,265/3,258 3,662/3,856
Age (Percent of total population)
Under 18 years of age 29.7 25.8
18 to 64 years of age 59.4 62.1
65 years and over 11.0 12.1
Ethnicity or Race (Number)
White 4,611 5,199
Black or African American 1,820 1,903
American Indian and Alaskan Native 31 120
Asian 12 25
Native Hawaiian and other Pacific Islander N/A 3
Some other race 49 102
Two or more races N/A 166
Hispanic or Latino (any race) 142 194
Educational Attainment ( Population 25 and over)
Percent with less than 9th grade 10.3 7.5
Percent high school graduate or higher 68.4 74.5
Percent with a Bachelor’s degree or higher 15.1 16.6
Language Spoken at Home (Population 5 years and over)
Percent who speak a language other than English at home 5.0 5.6
And Percent who speak English less than very well 1.1 1.3
Household income (Median $) 24,926 37,782
Poverty Status (Percent of population with income below poverty line) 22.0 11.7
Percent female headed household 14.0 13.7
Home Ownership (Number)
Owner occupied 1,927 2,378
Renter occupied 316 379
Value Owner-occupied Housing (Median $) 67,500 107,800
Monthly Contract Rent (Median $) 224 331
Employment Status (Population 16 yrs and over)
Percent in the labor force 59.8 62.8
Percent of civilian labor force unemployed 4.6 5.5
Occupation** (Percent in workforce)
Management, professional, and related occupations N/A 27.3
Service occupations N/A 17.0
Sales and office occupations N/A 26.0
Farming, fishing, and forestry occupations 0.9 0.3
Construction, extraction, and maintenance occupations N/A 17.3
Production, transportation, and material moving occupations N/A 12.2
Industry** (Percent in workforce)
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 1.0 1.1
Mining (includes the offshore oil/gas industry workforce) 2.0 1.4
Manufacturing 17.5 6.7
Percent government workers 20.1 18.5
Commuting to Work (Workers 16 yrs and over)
Mean travel time to work (minutes) N/A 32.6
Percent worked outside of county of residence 34.6 29.6

** Differences in the types of data the US Census Bureau used to generate Occupation and Industry percentages in 1990 and 2000 preclude valid

comparisons for those census years.
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Table 2. Fishing Infrastructure and Services Observed in Lacombe in 2003

Factor Quantity
Boats with Commercial Gear -
Trawls None seen
Skimmers None seen
Butterfly None seen
Crabbers None seen
Oyster None seen
Other Commercial None seen
Recreational Fishing Boats -
Freshwater None seen
Saltwater None seen
Infrastructure and Services -
Marinas None seen
Seafood Docks/Dealers 2
Commercial Ship/Boat Repair 2
Commercial Ship/Boat Builders None seen
Net Makers/Dealers None seen
Commercial Marine Supply None seen
Seafood Transport None seen
Air Fill Stations (diving) None seen
Fishing Pier None seen
Table 3. Primary Fishing-related Businesses Listed for Lacombe in 2003
Type of Business Frequency
Boat Builder/Broker 1
Marina 1
Seafood Retailer 1
Seafood Dealer (Wholesaler) 1
Total 4

Table 4. Lacombe Commercial Landings and Value Summary: 2000 (based on all address fields)

Species Pounds Reported Ex-Vessel Value ($)
Total Combined 53,475 39,828
Table 5. Lacombe License/Permit Summary: 2000
Commercial (based on physical address data only) Recreational (based on all address fields)
State License Holders Federal Permit Holders State Saltwater License Holders Total SOId. n
(all types) Community
8 0 1,337 35
Total =8 .
- - Average Number of Licenses per
% Households Holding Commercial . - -
Permit or License: 8/2,757 = .2 Household: 1,337/2,757= 5

_Please reference Table 3.24-3 above for the total number of commercial permit and license holders attributable to
this community as based on both street and post office box address data.
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3.24.2 Madisonville (incorporated, pop. 677)

Location and Overview. Madisonville is located on the Tchefuncte River between Hammond
and Mandeville. This is one of the fastest growing areas in the state. Its growth is fueled
primarily by a middle class exodus from New Orleans to communities on the north shore of Lake
Ponchartrain, accessible via the Lake Pontchartrain Causeway. Lined with moss-draped oaks,
this turn-of-the-century town attracts visitors to its restaurants, antique stores, and boating
opportunities. Nearby Fairview-Riverside State Park is a popular fishing area and provides a
public boat launch. Lake Ponchartrain remains the most popular local fishing spot, however.
The Lake Ponchartrain Basin Maritime Museum is located in Madisonville, and the community
sponsors a Wooden Boat Festival each September.

History. The history of Madisonville involves three distinct phases. Native Americans lived in
the area for eons, as evinced by numerous large clam shell middens. The French thus named the
area “Coquille” or “shell.” Under French sovereignty, Coquille was Lake Pontchartrain's
principal north shore port. The town was established as Madisonville in 1811. It eventually
became the southern gateway to the Natchez Trace, where flatboats ended their voyage down the
Ohio and Mississippi Rivers.

Current Conditions and Trends. The town of Madisonville had a year 2000 population of 677
persons, up just slightly from 1990. Local tourism and job opportunities in New Orleans drive
the economy here, and recreational fishing and boating are important. There is little
commercially-oriented fishing infrastructure here and the commercial fleet is quite small. Crab
and shrimp were the primary commercial landings in 2000. Several boat yards and one
shipbuilding and repair business are located within Madisonville. There are no seafood
processors in the community.

Downtown Madisonville
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Table 1. Madisonville Demographics

Factor 1990 2000
Total population 659 677
Gender Ratio M/F (Number) 315/344 344/333
Age (Percent of total population)
Under 18 years of age 22.4 19.2
18 to 64 years of age 59.7 67.1
65 years and over 17.9 13.7
Ethnicity or Race (Number)
White 537 580
Black or African American 117 68
American Indian and Alaskan Native 0 5
Asian 0 1
Native Hawaiian and other Pacific Islander N/A 0
Some other race 4 12
Two or more races N/A 11
Hispanic or Latino (any race) 23 17
Educational Attainment ( Population 25 and over)
Percent with less than 9th grade 8.8 2.7
Percent high school graduate or higher 72.0 86.0
Percent with a Bachelor’s degree or higher 12.4 31.0
Language Spoken at Home (Population 5 years and over)
Percent who speak a language other than English at home 5.7 2.6
Percent who speak English less than very well 0 0.7
Household income (Median $) 21,750 50,625
Poverty Status (Percent of population with income below poverty line) 22.2 7.2
Percent female headed household 15.7 10.6
Home Ownership (Number)
Owner occupied 161 205
Renter occupied 106 97
Value Owner-occupied Housing (Median $) 59,200 161,700
Monthly Contract Rent (Median $) 250 623
Employment Status (Population 16 yrs and over)
Percent in the labor force 57.6 65.8
Percent of civilian labor force unemployed 5.3 2.6
Occupation** (Percent in workforce)
Management, professional, and related occupations N/A 34.9
Service occupations N/A 18.6
Sales and office occupations N/A 24.9
Farming, fishing, and forestry occupations 2.5 0
Construction, extraction, and maintenance occupations N/A 13.3
Production, transportation, and material moving occupations N/A 8.3
Industry** (Percent in workforce)
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 0.7 0.0
Mining (includes the offshore oil/gas industry workforce) 0.0 2.1
Manufacturing 10.6 4.1
Percent government workers 16.1 14.2
Commuting to Work (Workers 16 yrs and over)
Mean travel time to work (minutes) N/A 26.6
Percent worked outside of county of residence 22.4 27.6

** Differences in the types of data the US Census Bureau used to generate Occupation and Industry percentages in 1990 and 2000 preclude
valid comparisons for those census years.
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Table 2. Fishing Infrastructure and Services Observed in Madisonville in 2003

Factor Quantity
Boats with Commercial Gear -
Trawls None seen
Skimmers None seen
Butterfly None seen
Crabbers None seen
Oyster None seen
Other Commercial None seen
Recreational Fishing Boats -
Freshwater Many
Saltwater Many
Infrastructure and Services -
Marinas None seen
Seafood Docks/Dealers 3
Commercial Ship/Boat Repair None seen
Commercial Ship/Boat Builders None seen
Net Makers/Dealers None seen
Commercial Marine Supply None seen
Seafood Transport None seen
Air Fill Stations (diving) None seen
Fishing Pier None seen

Table 3. Primary Fishing-related Businesses Listed for Madisonville in 2003

Type of Business Frequency
Boat Builder/Broker 3
Boat Builder/Broker; Boat Rentals & Pier; Marina 1
Marina 6
Seafood Retailer 3
Total 13

Table 4. Madisonville Commercial Landings and Value Summary: 2000 (based on all address fields)

Species

Pounds Reported

Ex-Vessel Value ($)

Total Combined

43,933

31,339

Table 5. Madisonville License/Permit Summary: 2000

Commercial (based on physical address data only)

Recreational (based on all address fields)

State License Holders Federal Permit Holders State Saltwater License Holders Total SOId. In
(all types) Community
2 0 851 504
Total =2

% Households Holding Commercial

Permit or License: 2/302 = .6

Average Number of Licenses per
Household: 851/302 =2.8

Please reference Table 3.24-3 above for the total number of commercial permit and license holders attributable to
this community as based on both street and post office box address data.
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3.24.3 Mandeville (incorporated, pop. 10,489)

Location and Overview. Mandeville is located on the north shores of Lake Pontchartrain,
between Lacombe and Madisonville on Highway 190. Mandeville residents and commuters may
access New Orleans via the 24 mile-long Lake Pontchartrain Causeway, the world's longest
bridge. Tourists from New Orleans travel to fish and boat on Lake Pontchartrain. Mandeville
holds an annual Seafood Festival here.

History. Mandeville is named after Bertrand Marigny de Mandeville, an early nineteenth
century sugar plantation owner and gambler. Mandeville has evolved into a popular summer
resort and vacation area for New Orleans residents.

Current Contents and Trends. Mandeville had a year 2000 population of 10,489 residents, an
increase of 3,046 from 1990. There is extensive recreational boating and fishing industry here.
There are numerous marinas, and most marine-related businesses sell or repair recreational boats
and equipment. There is a small but active commercial fleet. Sheepshead, shrimp, crab, and
drum were the most frequently reported commercial landings in 2000. Wholesale seafood
dealers are located in and around Mandeville, but there are no seafood processors in the
community.

Mandeville Area Marina
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Table 1. Mandeville Demographics

Factor 1990 2000
Total population 7083 10,489
Gender Ratio M/F (Number) 3,442/3,641 4,945/5,544
Age (Percent of total population)
Under 18 years of age 30.2 217.3
18 to 64 years of age 61.1 60.8
65 years and over 8.2 11.9
Ethnicity or Race (Number)
White 6,486 9,666
Black or African American 508 502
American Indian and Alaskan Native 15 33
Asian 51 122
Native Hawaiian and other Pacific Islander N/A 6
Some other race 23 62
Two or more races N/A 98
Hispanic or Latino (any race) 168 255
Educational Attainment ( Population 25 and over)
Percent with less than 9th grade 5.0 3.7
Percent high school graduate or higher 88.5 90.1
Percent with a Bachelor’s degree or higher 34.3 42.7
Language Spoken at Home (Population 5 years and over)
Percent who speak a language other than English at home 4.3 6.0
Percent who speak English less than very well 1.0 14
Household income (Median $) 33,224 52,500
Poverty Status (Percent of population with income below poverty line) 9.6 7.6
Percent female headed household 11.7 10.8
Home Ownership (Number)
Owner occupied 1,522 2,536
Renter occupied 1,117 1,668
Value Owner-occupied Housing (Median $) 94,500 156,700
Monthly Contract Rent (Median $) 367 648
Employment Status (Population 16 yrs and over)
Percent in the labor force 72.3 67.7
Percent of civilian labor force unemployed 3.6 2.8
Occupation** (Percent in workforce)
Management, professional, and related occupations N/A 46.8
Service occupations N/A 14.4
Sales and office occupations N/A 27.0
Farming, fishing, and forestry occupations 0.8 0
Construction, extraction, and maintenance occupations N/A 6.3
Production, transportation, and material moving occupations N/A 5.5
Industry** (Percent in workforce)
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 1.0 0.0
Mining (includes the offshore oil/gas industry workforce) 5.9 2.5
Manufacturing 4.9 5.7
Percent government workers 7.6 12.3
Commuting to Work (Workers 16 yrs and over)
Mean travel time to work (minutes) N/A 33.1
Percent worked outside of county of residence 40.7 40.9

** Differences in the types of data the US Census Bureau used to generate Occupation and Industry percentages in 1990 and 2000 preclude

valid comparisons for those census years.
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Table 2. Fishing Infrastructure and Services Observed in Mandeville in 2003

Factor Quantity
Boats with Commercial Gear -
Trawls None seen
Skimmers None seen
Butterfly None seen
Crabbers None seen
Oyster None seen
Other Commercial None seen
Recreational Fishing Boats -
Freshwater Many
Saltwater Many
Infrastructure and Services -
Marinas 5-6 (large)
Seafood Docks/Dealers numerous
Commercial Ship/Boat Repair None seen
Commercial Ship/Boat Builders None seen
Net Makers/Dealers None seen
Commercial Marine Supply None seen
Seafood Transport None seen
Air Fill Stations (diving) None seen
Fishing Pier None seen
Table 3. Primary Fishing-related Businesses Listed for Mandeville in 2003
Type of Business Frequency
Boat Builder/Broker 11
Boat Builder/Broker; Marina 6
Boat Rentals & Pier 2
Marina 7
Seafood Retailer 10
Seafood Dealer (Wholesaler) 1
Total 37

Table 4. Mandeville Commercial Landings and Value Summary: 2000 (based on all address fields)

Species

Pounds Reported

Ex-Vessel Value ($)

Total Combined

134,672

123,298

Table 5. Mandeville License/Permit Summary: 2000

Commercial (based on physical address data only)

Recreational (based on all address fields)

% Households Holding Commercial
Permit or License: 16/4,204 = .38

State License Holders Federal Permit Holders State Saltwater License Holders Total SOId. in
(all types) Community
13 3 4,533 2,496
Total = 16

Average Number of Licenses per
Household: 4,533/4,204=1.1

Please reference Table 3.24-3 above for the total number of commercial permit and license holders attributable to
this community as based on both street and post office box address data.
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3.24.4 Pearl River (incorporated, pop. 1,839)

Location and Overview. Pearl River is located northeast of Slidell on Highway 41, just a few
miles east of the Mississippi state line. Taking its name from the waterway upon which it sits,
Pearl River is bordered by the Pearl River Wildlife Management Area to the south, and the
Bogue Chitto National Wildlife Refugee to the north. Both of these areas are ideal for hunting,
fishing, trapping, canoeing, and camping. Fishermen have access to Lake Borgne and the Gulf
of Mexico from several small rivers. Nearby Honey Island Swamp offers tours of its convoluted
waterways. Visitors drawn to these wetlands and/or the annual Pearl River Catfish Festival can
find accommodations at one of several local bed and breakfast inns. The area is very rural and
lacks any significant town center.

Current Conditions and Trends. This small town had a year 2000 population of 1,839 persons,
an increase of 332 residents from 1990. With the exception of a wholesale dealer, there is little
in the way of fishing-related infrastructure or services here. A small commercial fleet focused on
oysters, crab, and shrimp in 2000.

F
e

Pearl River Church in 2003
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Table 1. Pearl River Demographics

Factor 1990 2000
Total population 1,507 1,839
Gender Ratio M/F (Number) 715/792 898/941
Age (Percent of total population)
Under 18 years of age 28.2 25.8
18 to 64 years of age 63.0 62.5
65 years and over 8.8 11.7
Ethnicity or Race (Number)
White 1,481 1,754
Black or African American 5 25
American Indian and Alaskan Native 13 17
Asian 5 9
Native Hawaiian and other Pacific Islander N/A 0
Some other race 3 12
Two or more races N/A 22
Hispanic or Latino (any race) 31 38
Educational Attainment ( Population 25 and over)
Percent with less than 9th grade 19.4 12.8
Percent high school graduate or higher 63.8 65.4
Percent with a Bachelor’s degree or higher 8.6 7.8
Language Spoken at Home (Population 5 years and over)
Percent who speak a language other than English at home 3.5 2.5
Percent who speak English less than very well 1.5 0.9
Household income (Median $) 19,925 31,296
Poverty Status (Percent of population with income below poverty line) 23.7 14.9
Percent female headed household 13.1 11.6
Home Ownership (Number)
Owner occupied 431 526
Renter occupied 132 182
Value Owner-occupied Housing (Median $) 55,600 86,900
Monthly Contract Rent (Median $) 265 475
Employment Status (Population 16 yrs and over)
Percent in the labor force 60.9 53.4
Percent of civilian labor force unemployed 3.9 4.6
Occupation** (Percent in workforce)
Management, professional, and related occupations N/A 20.5
Service occupations N/A 17.4
Sales and office occupations N/A 33.3
Farming, fishing, and forestry occupations 3.4 0
Construction, extraction, and maintenance occupations N/A 19.7
Production, transportation, and material moving occupations N/A 9.1
Industry** (Percent in workforce)
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 0.3 0.7
Mining (includes the offshore oil/gas industry workforce) 0.0 2.5
Manufacturing 11.1 7.9
Percent government workers 16.8 16.7
Commuting to Work (Workers 16 yrs and over)
Mean travel time to work (minutes) N/A 29.4
Percent worked outside of county of residence 26.4 26.5

** Differences in the types of data the US Census Bureau used to generate Occupation and Industry percentages in 1990 and 2000 preclude
valid comparisons for those census years.
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Table 2. Fishing Infrastructure and Services Observed in Pearl River in 2003

Factor Quantity
Boats with Commercial Gear -
Trawls None seen
Skimmers None seen
Butterfly None seen
Crabbers None seen
Oyster None seen
Other Commercial None seen
Recreational Fishing Boats -
Freshwater 10-15
Saltwater None seen
Infrastructure and Services -
Marinas None seen
Seafood Docks/Dealers 1
Commercial Ship/Boat Repair None seen
Commercial Ship/Boat Builders None seen
Net Makers/Dealers None seen
Commercial Marine Supply None seen
Seafood Transport None seen
Air Fill Stations (diving) None seen
Fishing Pier None seen
Table 3. Primary Fishing-related Businesses Listed for Pearl River in 2003
Type of Business Frequency
Marina 1
Seafood Retailer 1
Total 2

Table 4. Pearl River Commercial Landings and Value Summary: 2000 (based on all address fields)

Species

Pounds Reported

Ex-Vessel Value ($)

Total Combined

276,701

478,146

Table 5. Pearl River License/Permit Summary: 2000

Commercial (based on physical address data only)

Recreational (based on all address fields)

% Households Holding Commercial
Permit or License: 6/708 = .85

State License Holders Federal Permit Holders State Saltwater License Holders Total SOId. In
(all types) Community
6 0 1,725 401
Total =6

Average Number of Licenses per
Household: 1,725/708 = 2.2

Please reference Table 3.24-3 above for the total number of commercial permit and license holders attributable to
this community as based on both street and post office box address data.
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3.24.5 Slidell (incorporated, pop. 25,695)

Location and Overview. Slidell borders Lake Pontchartrain in one of the fastest growing
parishes in the state. It is part of the Greater New Orleans Metropolitan Area. With Fort Pike,
the Pearl River Wildlife Management Area, and the Bogue Chitto National Wildlife Refugee all
within driving range, Slidell is an ideal destination for anglers. Slidell has a small retail
economy, enhanced by its location along Interstate 10. The maritime theme of the Old Towne
District is suited to anglers and boat owners.

History. Slidell was founded in the 1880s as a railroad town and center of commerce for this
part of the eastern Louisiana coast. This part of Slidell’s history is reflected in its renovated turn-
of-the-century buildings in the Olde Towne area. Many buildings date back to the 1860s.

Current Conditions and Trends. Slidell had a year 2000 population of 25,695 persons, an
increase of 1,571 from 1990. Many Slidell businesses offer goods and services to recreational
boaters and fishers. There is also an extensive commercial fleet here and various support
infrastructure and services. Slidell’s proximity to Lake Pontchartrain and other nearby
waterways enables extensive fishing and sailing opportunities. There is plenty of boat storage
available, and most apartments in Slidell provide areas for tenants to park their boat trailers.

A few commercial Slidell fishermen interviewed for the purposes of this study claim that their
business is "drying up" due to shrimp imports and flooding of the local market. Seafood
wholesalers who buy directly from local commercial captains concur that imported seafood is
hurting local commercial fishing profits. Crab, oysters, and shrimp were the high volume
landings for the commercial fleet. There are numerous boat dealers, boat yards, a boat builder,
and a shipbuilding and repair establishment in Slidell. There are also numerous wholesale and
retail seafood outlets located here. A local seafood processor employed three persons in 1990,
but no processors are currently active in Slidell.

Slidell Seafood Retailer
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Table 1. Slidell Demographics

Factor 1990 2000
Total population 24,124 25,695
Gender Ratio M/F (Number) 11,717/12,407 | 12,314/13,381
Age (Percent of total population)
Under 18 years of age 28.8 27.0
18 to 64 years of age 60.8 59.3
65 years and over 10.4 13.7
Ethnicity or Race (Number)
White 21,196 21,360
Black or African American 2,614 3484
American Indian and Alaskan Native 92 127
Asian 147 184
Native Hawaiian and other Pacific Islander N/A 13
Some other race 75 160
Two or more races N/A 367
Hispanic or Latino (any race) 611 687
Educational Attainment ( Population 25 and over)
Percent with less than 9th grade 6.8 4.8
Percent high school graduate or higher 80.6 82.8
Percent with a Bachelor’s degree or higher 23.7 22.0
Language Spoken at Home (Population 5 years and over)
Percent who speak a language other than English at home 4.6 5.0
Percent who speak English less than very well 1.0 14
Household income (Median $) 34,492 42,856
Poverty Status (Percent of population with income below poverty line) 10.0 11.8
Percent female headed household 15.0 14.0
Home Ownership (Number)
Owner occupied 6,260 9,480
Renter occupied 2,062 653
Value Owner-occupied Housing (Median $) 67,800 91,600
Monthly Contract Rent (Median $) 353 497
Employment Status (Population 16 yrs and over)
Percent in the labor force 63.9 61.5
Percent of civilian labor force unemployed 3.4 4.5
Occupation** (Percent in workforce)
Management, professional, and related occupations N/A 34.3
Service occupations N/A 15.1
Sales and office occupations N/A 29.2
Farming, fishing, and forestry occupations 1.1 0.2
Construction, extraction, and maintenance occupations N/A 11.2
Production, transportation, and material moving occupations N/A 10.1
Industry** (Percent in workforce)
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 1.0 0.2
Mining (includes the offshore oil/gas industry workforce) 3.3 1.7
Manufacturing 12.5 9.7
Percent government workers 17.0 17.7
Commuting to Work (Workers 16 yrs and over)
Mean travel time to work (minutes) N/A 29.1
Percent worked outside of county of residence 39.2 41.5

** Differences in the types of data the US Census Bureau used to generate Occupation and Industry percentages in 1990 and 2000 preclude
valid comparisons for those census years.
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Table 2. Fishing Infrastructure and Services Observed in Slidell in 2003

Factor Quantity
Boats with Commercial Gear -
Trawls None seen
Skimmers None seen
Butterfly None seen
Crabbers None seen
Oyster None seen
Other Commercial None seen
Recreational Fishing Boats -
Freshwater Many
Saltwater Many
Infrastructure and Services -
Marinas Many and large
Seafood Docks/Dealers 6-8
Commercial Ship/Boat Repair 5-10
Commercial Ship/Boat Builders 2-3.
Net Makers/Dealers 1
Commercial Marine Supply 3-4
Seafood Transport None seen
Air Fill Stations (diving) None seen
Fishing Pier None seen
Table 3. Primary Fishing-related Businesses Listed for Slidell in 2003
Type of Business Frequency
Boat Builder/Broker 22
Boat Builder/Broker; Marina 4
Boat Rentals & Pier 3
Marina 17
Processor; Seafood Retailer 1
Retail Seafood Retailer 9
Seafood Dealer (Wholesaler)/Retailer 3
Seafood Dealer (Wholesaler) 4
Total 63
Table 4. Slidell Commercial Landings and Value Summary: 2000 (based on all address fields)
Species Pounds Reported Ex-Vessel Value ($)
Total Combined 1,901,090 2,550,781

Table 5. Slidell License/Permit Summary: 2000

Commercial (based on physical address data only) Recreational (based on all address fields)
State License Holders Federal Permit Holders State Saltwater License Holders Total SOId. n
(all types) Community
92 3 10,342 13,504
Total :.95 - Average Number of Licenses per
% Households Holding Commercial Household: 10.342/10.133 = 1.0 -
Permit or License: 95/10,133 = .94 T ' '

Please reference Table 3.24-3 above for the total number of commercial permit and license holders attributable to
this community as based on both street and post office box address data.
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3.25 Tangipahoa Parish Communities

This section describes the two study communities in Tangipahoa Parish. These are Akers/Port
Manchac, and Ponchatoula. Tangipahoa Parish is located in southeast Louisiana, north of Lakes
Ponchartrain and Maurepas. St. Tammany lies east, Livingston Parish west, Washington Parish
northeast, and St. Helena Parish northwest.

Tangipahoa Parish had a year 2000 population of 100,588. The racial composition was 70
percent Caucasian, 28.3 percent African American, .2 percent Native American, .3 percent
Asian, and 1.5 percent Hispanic/Latino. The area grew by 19.7 percent from 1990. Amite is the
parish seat and had a year 2000 population of 4,110 persons.

Tangipahoa Parish was established in 1869 by emigrants from South Carolina and Georgia.
Later, Italian immigrants introduced strawberry cultivation to the area. This crop, dairy farming,
and the timber industry are important in contemporary Tangipahoa. However, retail trade
generates the greatest percentage of revenue. The year 2000 median family income was
$36,731, and just over 22 percent of residents were living in poverty.

Table 3.25-1 Year 2000 Permits and Licenses, and 2003 Gulf Shrimp Permits: Tangipahoa Parish*

Permit Type Study Communities

Akers/Port Manchac Ponchatoula

Pelagic Charter -- --

Reef Fish Charter -- -

Swordfish -- --

King Mackerel -- --

Rock Shrimp -- --

Red Snapper -- --

Spiny Lobster -- --

Spanish Mackerel - -

Gulf Reef Fish -- --

Shark -- --

South Atlantic Snapper Grouper -- --

Total Permits 2000 -- -

Total Permit Holders 2000 -- -

Total State License Holders 2000 15 32

Gulf Shrimp Permits 2003 ** - -

* Includes all permits and licenses that can be attributed to the communities by both street and post office box addresses; these data
are used to generate counts of permit and license holders for whom evidence indicates actual residence, as provided in the community
descriptions. ** 2003 is the first year for which Gulf shrimp permit data are available.
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3.25.1 Akers/Port Manchac (unincorporated, pop. 1,889)

Location and Overview. Akers and Port Manchac are located on the north side of Pass
Manchac, along US Highway 51, near the Joyce Wildlife Management Area- a 15,609 acre tract
of cypress/tupelo wetlands within the Pontchartrain Basin. The towns are closely related and
hard to distinguish. Numerous canals parallel Highway 51 in-and-around the area. There are
various small businesses and numerous camps here. The latter are weekend recreational
destinations, used for hunting, fishing, and other outdoor activities. Recreational fishing and
commercial crabbing and shrimping are common, and the wetland environment draws game and
waterfowl hunters. Many visitors stop for fresh seafood at a regionally popular seafood
restaurant located here.

History. Oyster and clam shell middens bordering Pass Manchac (connecting Lakes
Pontchartrain and Maurepas) indicate extensive Native American settlement here. Pass Manchac
was an important water route from New Orleans to Baton Rouge for early settlers, further
enhanced in 1854 with construction of a railroad bridge. But the area did not grow substantially
until construction of roadways several decades ago. Akers lighthouse was built in 1859.

Situated on the northern side of the entrance to Pass Manchac from Lake Pontchartrain, it is now
used an as automated navigational aid.

akkad

Port Manchac Railroad-Barge Interface Facility
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Skimmer-rigged Shrimp Boat at Pass Manchac

Current Conditions and Trends. The Akers/Port Manchac area is rural and unincorporated. Its
population increased from 1,593 persons to 1,889 between the last census years, and yet a
decline in the farming, fishing, and forestry sector from 5.5 percent to 0.8 percent was noted of
the same period. Although there are some few residents active in the commercial fishery here,
most exploiting area waters live elsewhere. Residents receive their mail at the post office and, as
such, valid street addresses are unavailable for mapping purposes; we have purposely distributed
known licenses around the post office. Commercial participants, contacted for the purposes of
the study, report concern about Asian shrimp imports undercutting local sales.

Akers’ primary commercial catch is crab, though considerable commercial catfish fishing occurs
in the bayous around Lake Maurepas. Shrimp is important some years. Some commercial
participants are active in all three fisheries. With the exception of a few large boats, both
commercial and recreational shrimping is limited to the inland season.

There is one large seafood dock, a railroad-barge station, and a popular restaurant that draws
visitors here from around the region, including New Orleans. There is also a local bait shop, an
icehouse, and repair facilities for fishing boats, inboard and outboard engines, and oil industry
equipment. Numerous small skiffs, most with skimmer gear, dock in the local canal. The south
side of the canal has several boat ramps, with parking lots sufficient for hundreds of cars and
boat trailers. Locals estimate that there are typically between 50 and 100 commercial boats
active from this location, depending on the season.
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Table 1. Akers/Port Manchac Demographics

Factor 1990 2000
Total population 1,593 1,889
Gender Ratio M/F (Number) 779/814 921/968
Age (Percent of total population)
Under 18 years of age 29.3 28.1
18 to 64 years of age 58.4 61.6
65 years and over 12.3 10.3
Ethnicity or Race (Number)
White 1,580 1,862
Black or African American 1 10
American Indian and Alaskan Native 6 0
Asian 2 4
Native Hawaiian and other Pacific Islander N/A 0
Some other race 4 1
Two or more races N/A 12
Hispanic or Latino (any race) 23 24
Educational Attainment ( Population 25 and over)
Percent with less than 9th grade 10.5 7.5
Percent high school graduate or higher 89.4 73.6
Percent with a Bachelor’s degree or higher 9.1 15.2
Language Spoken at Home (Population 5 years and over)
Percent who speak a language other than English at home 5.3 1.0
And Percent who speak English less than very well 1.5 0
Household income (Median $) 25,056 36,250
Poverty Status (Percent of population with income below poverty line) 215 15.6
Percent female headed household 18.5 10.8
Home Ownership (Number)
Owner occupied 502 606
Renter occupied 78 78
Value Owner-occupied Housing (Median $) 58,000 93,400
Monthly Contract Rent (Median $) 208 502
Employment Status (Population 16 yrs and over)
Percent in the labor force 58.3 73.2
Percent of civilian labor force unemployed 12.0 1.6
Occupation** (Percent in workforce)
Management, professional, and related occupations 12.4 29.6
Service occupations 3.6 7.4
Sales and office occupations 24.5 23.8
Farming, fishing, and forestry occupations 5.5 0.8
Construction, extraction, and maintenance occupations 24.5 23.8
Production, transportation, and material moving occupations 16.4 14.4
Industry** (Percent in workforce)
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 6.5 0.6
Manufacturing 17.5 14.6
Percent government workers 3.0 3.4
Commuting to Work (Workers 16 yrs and over)
Percent in carpools 22.1 14.6
Percent using public transportation 0 1.0
Mean travel time to work (minutes) 45.8 32.4
Percent worked outside of county of residence 47.1 46.0

** Differences in the types of data the US Census Bureau used to generate Occupation and Industry percentages in 1990 and 2000 preclude valid
comparisons for those census years.
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Table 2. Fishing Infrastructure and Services Observed in Akers/Port Manchac in 2003

Factor Quantity
Boats with Commercial Gear -
Trawls 5-10
Skimmers 20-30
Butterfly Less than 5
Crabbers 20-30
Oyster None
Other Commercial 0
Recreational Fishing Boats -
Fresh Water -
Salt Water
Infrastructure and Services -
Marinas 1
Seafood Docks/Dealers 3
Commercial Ship/Boat Repair 1
Commercial Ship/Boat Builders 0
Net Makers/Dealers 0
Commercial Marine Supply 1
Seafood Transport 1
Air Fill Stations (diving) 0
Fishing Pier 0
Table 3. Primary Fishing-related Businesses Listed for Akers/Port Manchac in 2003
Type of Business Frequency
Boat Builders 1
Seafood Dealer (Wholesaler) 2
Total 3

Table 4. Akers Commercial Landings and Value Summary: 2000 (based on all address fields)

Species

Pounds Reported

Ex-Vessel Value ($)

Total Combined

100,861

65,155

Table 5. Akers License/Permit Summary: 2000

Commercial (based on physical address data only)

Recreational (based on all address fields)

State License Holders Federal Permit Holders State Saltwater License Holders Total SOIq n
(all types) Community
- - 23 -

Total =0

% Households Holding Commercial
Permit or License: 0/684 = --

Average Number of Licenses
per Household: 23/684 = .03

Please reference Table 3.25-1 above for the total number of commercial permit and license holders attributable to
this community as based on both street and post office box address data.

507




3.25.2 Ponchatoula (incorporated, pop. 5,180)

Location and Overview. Ponchatoula is located between Hammond and Covington at the
intersection of Highways 22 and 51. The town was incorporated in 1861. Residents call
Pontchatoula "America's Antique City" and the "Strawberry Capital.” There are over 40 antique
shops in Ponchatoula, and associated sales contribute significantly to the city's economy. The
recently renovated downtown area also features several art galleries, restaurants, cafes, shops,
and bed and breakfast inns. Some visitors come to Ponchatoula to enjoy freshwater fishing at
nearby Lake Maurepais and Lake Pontchartrain, or to hunt at the Joyce Wildlife Management
Area.

Downtown Ponchatoula

Current Conditions and Trends. Ponchatoula had a year 2000 population of 5,180 persons,
down from 5,425 in 1990. Many residents fish recreationally, and there is a small but active
commercial fleet based here, captains and crew of which reportedly moor at and fish around
Akers/Port Manchac. The commercial fleet targets crabs and shrimp. There is a wholesale
seafood outlet and a boat dealership here.
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Table 1. Ponchatoula Demographics

Factor 1990 2000
Total population 5,425 5,180
Gender Ratio M/F (Number) 2,525/2,900 2,393/2,787
Age (Percent of total population)
Under 18 years of age 31.4 29.8
18 to 64 years of age 54.9 57.8
65 years and over 13.7 12.4
Ethnicity or Race (Number)
White 3,283 3,222
Black or African American 2,112 1,908
American Indian and Alaskan Native 23 10
Asian 6 6
Native Hawaiian and other Pacific Islander N/A 0
Some other race 1 8
Two or more races N/A 26
Hispanic or Latino (any race) 46 44
Educational Attainment ( Population 25 and over)
Percent with less than 9th grade 16.6 11.5
Percent high school graduate or higher 61.2 68.0
Percent with a Bachelor’s degree or higher 13.3 14.6
Language Spoken at Home (Population 5 years and over)
Percent who speak a language other than English at home 4.1 3.6
Percent who speak English less than very well 1.3 1.3
Household income (Median $) 12,992 22,244
Poverty Status (Percent of population with income below poverty line) 36.4 31.7
Percent female headed household 23.0 23.1
Home Ownership (Number)
Owner occupied 1,323 1,291
Renter occupied 700 693
Value Owner-occupied Housing (Median $) 46,900 77,100
Monthly Contract Rent (Median $) 182 359
Employment Status (Population 16 yrs and over)
Percent in the labor force 52.4 54.6
Percent of civilian labor force unemployed 16.6 7.2
Occupation** (Percent in workforce)
Management, professional, and related occupations N/A 19.5
Service occupations N/A 14.3
Sales and office occupations N/A 35.1
Farming, fishing, and forestry occupations 0.8 0.3
Construction, extraction, and maintenance occupations N/A 11.5
Production, transportation, and material moving occupations N/A 19.3
Industry** (Percent in workforce)
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 1.3 0.0
Mining (includes the offshore oil/gas industry workforce) 1.1 1.6
Manufacturing 11.9 13.7
Percent government workers 25.8 15.6
Commuting to Work (Workers 16 yrs and over)
Mean travel time to work (minutes) N/A 25.5
Percent worked outside of county of residence 24.9 30.0

** Differences in the types of data the US Census Bureau used to generate Occupation and Industry percentages in 1990 and 2000 preclude valid

comparisons for those census years.
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Table 2. Fishing Infrastructure and Services Observed in Ponchatoula in 2003

Factor Quantity
Boats with Commercial Gear -
Trawls None seen
Skimmers None seen
Butterfly None seen
Crabbers None seen
Oyster None seen
Other Commercial None seen
Recreational Fishing Boats -
Freshwater Some
Saltwater Some
Infrastructure and Services -
Marinas None seen
Seafood Docks/Dealers 1
Commercial Ship/Boat Repair None seen
Commercial Ship/Boat Builders None seen
Net Makers/Dealers None seen
Commercial Marine Supply None seen
Seafood Transport None seen
Fishing Pier None seen

Table 3. Primary Fishing-related Businesses Listed for Ponchatoula in 2003

Type of Business Frequency
Boat Builder/Broker 1
Boat Rentals & Pier 1

Retail Seafood Dealer 1
Total 3

Table 4. Ponchatoula Commercial Landings and Value Summary: 2000 (based on all address fields)

Species

Pounds Reported

Ex-Vessel Value ($)

Total Combined

691,286

531,597

Table 5. Ponchatoula License/Permit Summary: 2000

Commercial (based on physical address data only)

Recreational (based on all address fields)

% Households Holding Commercial
Permit or License: 32/1,984 = 1.6

State License Holders Federal Permit Holders State Saltwater License Holders Total SOIO! in
(all types) Community
32 0 2,661 2,174
Total = 32

Average Number of Licenses per
Household: 2,661/1,984 = 1.3

Please reference Table 3.25-1 above for the total number of commercial permit and license holders attributable to
this community as based on both street and post office box address data.
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Lighthouse at Pass Manchac
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3.26 Terrebonne Parish Communities

This section describes the study communities located in Terrebonne Parish. These are: Bourg,
Chauvin, Cocodrie, Dulac, Gibson, Gray, Houma, Montegut, and Theriot.

Terrebonne means “good earth” in French, indicative of its historical involvement in agriculture.
The name is somewhat contradictory, however, since the parish encompasses 1,100 square miles
of water and an equal part land. This is one of the largest parishes in Louisiana, and one of the
state’s most important points of support for the offshore oil industry. The region’s abundant
water resources serve various recreational and commercial purposes. Fishing is an important
part of life in the parish.

Terrebonne is bordered on the east and northeast by Lafourche Parish, on the northeast and west
by Assumption Parish, and on the south by the Gulf of Mexico. The northern part of the parish
is used primarily for agriculture, while the southern reaches are very low, and consist primarily
of bayous, lakes, and salt marshes. There are dozens of communities in the area known as the
“Five Fingers,” and perhaps a thousand homes and camps along these ribbons of land. The road
system is such that, to get from the tip of one “finger” to another, one must first travel north until
the roads connect, and then head south again. With such constraints on travel, each of the
“fingers” communities has developed a distinct set of social and economic networks.

The year 2000 population of Terrebonne was 104,503 persons, making it the 10™ most populous
parish in Louisiana that year. Houma is the parish seat, and hub of activity. It is also the largest
city in the parish, with 30,495 residents in 1990 and 32,393 in 2000. Houma lies approximately
57 miles from New Orleans and 83 miles from Baton Rouge.

US Highway 90 is the major transportation route through the parish, along which numerous
service-oriented businesses have developed in recent years. Both the Intracoastal Waterway and
the Houma Navigational Canal bisect Terrebonne Parish.

The first European settlers in the parish were exiled Acadians, aided in their settlement in 1765
by Captain Dautrine, who may have been involved in the early fishing and trading industry of the
Gulf Coast. Terrebonne Parish was officially established in 1822.

The centrality of sugar in the economy waned at the beginning of the twentieth century. The
shrimping industry became locally important with the introduction of the trawl, between 1912
and 1917 (Wurzlow 1985:96). Oil and gas production added to the national cause during World
War Il. Qil production and associated services and commercial fishing were economically
important during the last half of the 20" century, and remain so today.

As of 2001, there were nearly 12,000 operational oil and gas wells in Terrebonne Parish. Shrimp
production generated $25.3 million, and $3.1 million was accrued through oyster harvest
(Louisiana State University 2002:272). Table 3.26-1 depicts parish-wide seafood processing
data.
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Table 3.26-1 Processor Employment, Production, and Product Value: Terrebonne Parish

Average Persons Total Pounds all Product Value
Year Number of Plants .

Employed over Year Species $
1980 31 23.0 114,762,770 63,935,425
1990 35 23.0 86,057,208 95,574,811
2000 23 24.4 23,941,022 76,219,290

In 2000, 74 percent of the Terrebonne population was Caucasian, 18 percent African American,
five percent Native American (Houma Indians), 1.6 percent Hispanic, and about one percent
Asian. There is a growing Vietnamese population that is especially active in the seafood
industry. Median family income in Terrebonne in 2000 was $35,235. As of the year 2000
census, 19 percent of parish residents lived in poverty.

Table 3.26-2 Earnings in Terrebonne Parish, 1990-2000

Industry Earnings Percent Share of $ Change
(Constant 2000 $1000s) 2000 1990-2000
1990 2000 Earnings

Earnings 1,257,243 1,597,270 100.0 340,026
Farm earnings -1,396 3,452 0.2 4,847
/Ag. services, frstry, fish. 21,164 12,429 0.8 -8,735
Fishing 19,367 10,120 0.6 -9,248
Mining 219,696 255,996 16.0 36,301
Oil and gas extraction NA NA NA NA
Construction 84,798 103,322 6.5 18,524
Special trade contractors 56,397 72,929 4.6 16,532
Manufacturing 93,976 175,737 11.0 81,761
Fabricated metal products 7,800 15,805 1.0 8,006
Industrial mach. & equip. 50,319 80,582 5.0 30,263
Food and kindred 14,043 6,701 0.4 -7,342
Chemicals and allied 0 NA NA NA
Petroleum and coal 0 0 0.0 0
Transportation, public utilities 122,930 155,674 9.7 32,745
Trucking and warehousing 18,557 23,047 14 4,490
\Water transportation 52,607 75,457 4.7 22,850
Transportation by air 8,866 11,078 0.7 2,212
\Wholesale trade 76,036 88,318 5.5 12,282
Retail trade 151,659 172,519 10.8 20,860
Eating and drinking places 51,957 46,037 2.9 -5,920
Fin., insurance, and real estate 38,523 55,132 35 16,608
Services 285,191 377,573 23.6 92,382
Business services 62,544 62,560 3.9 15
Health services 106,134 159,371 10.0 53,237
Legal services 32,734 30,013 1.9 -2,720
Engineer. & mngmt. serv. 23,383 24,492 15 1,109
Government 164,668 197,118 12.3 32,450

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Economic Information System
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Table 3.26-3 Year 2000 Permits and Licenses, and 2003 Gulf Shrimp Permits: Terrebonne Parish*

Study Communities

Permi Q g ) I s =

it Type g 9:,_ 8 g = ® o g a

S S g8 | g | g8 | & 5 g | 3

< = a © > > e 2

Pelagic Charter -- 8 -- -- -- 2 3 -- --

Reef Fish Charter -- 6 1 -- 2 3 -- -

Swordfish -- -- -- 3 -- -- 4 -- --

King Mackerel -- 1 -- -- -- -- 1 -- --

Rock Shrimp - - - - - - - 1 -

Red Snapper -- 1 -- -- -- -- 2 -- --

Spiny Lobster -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 1 --

Spanish Mackerel -- 1 -- -- -- -- 1 1 --

Gulf Reef Fish -- 2 -- -- -- 2 2 -- --

Shark -- 1 -- 3 -- -- 5 -- --

South Atlantic Snapper Grouper -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --

Total Permits 2000 -- 20 -- 6 -- 6 21 3 --

Total Permit Holders 2000 -- 10 -- 4 -- 2 11 1 --
Total State License Holders 2000 78 346 -- 161 21 22 537 296 150

Gulf Shrimp Permits 2003 ** 3 26 -- 5 -- -- 18 8 --

* Includes all permits and licenses that can be attributed to the communities by both street and post office box addresses; these data
are used to generate counts of permit and license holders for whom evidence indicates actual residence, as provided in the community
descriptions. ** 2003 is the first year for which Gulf shrimp permit data are available.

Houma Residents Respond to Needs in New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina
(Source: HoumaToday.com 9/6/05)
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3.26.1 Bourg (unincorporated, pop. 1,670)

Location and Overview. Bourg is located approximately five miles southeast of Houma, on
Highway 24, and approximately two miles south of the Intracoastal Waterway. With five
separate bayous radiating into the vast marshlands, the general area of which Bourg is a part is
sometimes called the “five fingers.” The five fingers join at the “hand” of Houma, a small city
65 miles southwest of New Orleans. Bourg is located on Bayou Terrebonne, but does not have
easy access to the Gulf of Mexico, and, as a result, its residents are less involved in commercial
fishing than those to the south.

Like most of the small coastal communities in this area, Bourg has an economically reciprocal
relationship with Houma: Bourg depends on goods and services available in Houma, and
Houma benefits from providing those goods and services. Virtually all businesses in the town
are on Highway 24. The Houma airport is located near Bourg. There are two bed and breakfast
inns in Bourg. Visitors may take advantage of swamp and plantation tours, bird watching,
charter fishing, and nature trails.

Current Conditions and Trends. Bourg had a year 2000 population of 1,670 persons; the same
population count as for 1990. Although recreational fishing is commplace, commercial fishing is
limited. One of the largest businesses in this community, Bourg Dry Dock, builds barges for oil
field companies, though it has little direct association with commercial fishing. There are several
fishing supply stores and a boat launch south of town. Close proximity to the Intracoastal
Waterway is significant to resident license holders. Shrimp, crab, and oyster harvest lead the
landings statistics for the area.
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Table 1. Bourg Demographics

Factor 1990 2000
Total population 1,670 1,670
Gender Ratio M/F (Number) 822/848 854/816
Age (Percent of total population)
Under 18 years of age 32.0 28.3
18 to 64 years of age 59.9 61.8
65 years and over 8.1 9.9
Ethnicity or Race (Number)
White 1,628 1,582
Black or African American 7 10
American Indian and Alaskan Native 32 46
Asian 3 4
Native Hawaiian and other Pacific Islander N/A 1
Some other race 0 3
Two or more races N/A 24
Hispanic or Latino (any race) 13 5
Educational Attainment ( Population 25 and over)
Percent with less than 9th grade 20.2 12.0
Percent high school graduate or higher 68.8 71.5
Percent with a Bachelor’s degree or higher 11.7 11.8
Language Spoken at Home (Population 5 years and over)
Percent who speak a language other than English at home 14.3 9.0
Percent who speak English less than very well 2.1 3.7
Household income (Median $) 25,781 47,458
Poverty Status (Percent of population with income below poverty line) 13.9 10.4
Percent female headed household 9.0 9.6
Home Ownership (Number)
Owner occupied 473 526
Renter occupied 59 55
Value Owner-occupied Housing (Median $) 67,400 79,300
Monthly Contract Rent (Median $) 220 285
Employment Status (Population 16 yrs and over)
Percent in the labor force 59.9 55.7
Percent of civilian labor force unemployed 2.1 0
Occupation** (Percent in workforce)
Management, professional, and related occupations N/A 24.3
Service occupations N/A 9.2
Sales and office occupations N/A 26.4
Farming, fishing, and forestry occupations 2.2 0
Construction, extraction, and maintenance occupations N/A 18.4
Production, transportation, and material moving occupations N/A 21.5
Industry** (Percent in workforce)
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 9.1 7.5
Mining (includes the offshore oil/gas industry workforce) 115 3.7
Manufacturing 7.4 8.4
Percent government workers 14.3 15.2
Commuting to Work (Workers 16 yrs and over)
Mean travel time to work (minutes) N/A N/A
Percent worked outside of county of residence 13.0 13.6

**Differences in the types of data the U.S. Census Bureau used to generate Occupation and Industry percentages in 1990 and 2000 preclude valid
comparisons for those census years.
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Table 2. Fishing Infrastructure and Services Observed in Bourg in 2003

Factor Quantity
Boats with Commercial Gear -
Trawls None Seen
Skimmers Fewer than 5 seen
Butterfly None Seen
Crabbers None Seen
Oyster None Seen
Other Commercial None Seen
Recreational Fishing Boats -
Freshwater Some
Saltwater Some
Infrastructure and Services -
Marinas None Seen
Seafood Docks/Dealers None Seen

Commercial Ship/Boat Repair

2 (Gulf Intracoastal Waterway)

Commercial Ship/Boat Builders

2 (Gulf Intracoastal Waterway)

Net Makers/Dealers None Seen
Commercial Marine Supply None Seen
Seafood Transport None Seen
Air Fill Stations (diving) None Seen
Fishing Pier None Seen
Table 3. Primary Fishing-related Businesses Listed for Bourg in 2003

Type of Business Frequency

Ship build, repair 3

Total 3

Table 4. Bourg Commercial Landings and Value Summary: 2000 (based on all address fields)

Species

Pounds Reported

Ex-Vessel Value (%)

Total Combined

1,549,570

2,499,766

Table 5. Bourg License/Permit Summary: 2000

Commercial (based on physical address data only)

Recreational (based on all address fields)

% Households Holding Commercial
Permit or License: 55/581 = 9.4

State License Holders Federal Permit Holders State Saltwater License Holders Total SOId. In
(all types) Community
55 0 1,272 744
Total =55

Average Number of Licenses per
Household: 1,272/581 = 2.2

Please reference Table 3.26-3 above for the total number of commercial permit and license holders attributable to
this community as based on both street and post office box address data.

3.26.2 Chauvin (unincorporated, pop.3,229)

Location and Overview. Chauvin is one of the southern-most of all Louisiana parishes, and a
good example of the linear settlement patterns associated with the natural levees of south-
flowing bayous in the Louisiana Deltaic Plain. Although sugarcane farming and offshore oil
dominate the regional economy, some Chauvin residents are involved in the area’s shrimp and
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crab fisheries. This is facilitated, in part, by easy access to Terrebonne and Timbalier Bays, and
the Gulf of Mexico. Chauvin hosts the annual Lagniappe on the Bayou Festival each October.
The town’s blessing of the fleet occurs during this gathering.

Current Conditions and Trends. Chauvin had a year 2000 population of 3,229 persons. Many
local businesses revolve around the fishing and shrimping industries. Not only do most residents
keep shrimp boats in their back yards, but many Houma residents also dock their boats in and
around the Chauvin area. Although we could prove physical residence for 233 state commercial
license holders, 346 maintained post office boxes or resided in the area in 2000.

Chauvin has two full service marinas which offer charter fishing, boat launches, seafood
restaurants, and RV hookups. Approximately 12 charter boats are docked here. Several seafood
processors are located here, and various stores sell fishing supplies, gas, and ice. In business
since the 1950s, the Boudreaux Canal Ge