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                      Southeast Fisheries Management and Marine Life Protection

                      Learn about NOAA Fisheries' work in the southeastern United States, Gulf of Mexico, and Caribbean Sea.

                    

                    
            The southeastern United States is home to the largest concentration of saltwater recreational fishing in America. Whether seeking iconic fish to catch for sport or for sustenance, recreational fishing in the Southeast generates more than $15 billion in sales annually. More than 4.5 million fishermen take more than 36 million fishing trips here every year.


The commercial fishery represents the second largest by volume in the United States and the third largest by landings revenue. 


Covering a vast area from Texas to North Carolina and the U.S. Caribbean, the Southeast has the largest wetland acreage and the largest coral reef track in the contiguous United States. It provides the only known calving grounds for the highly endangered North Atlantic Right Whale. Right whales travel here in the fall to give birth off the eastern coast of Florida.


Right whales aren’t alone though—bottlenose dolphins, sea turtles, a variety of corals, sawfish, Rice's whales, manta rays and Gulf, shortnose and Atlantic sturgeon are also residents of our region. This variety creates unique viewing opportunities, experiences, and even challenges for those living in and visiting our region.


Together, NOAA Fisheries Southeast Regional Office and Southeast Fisheries Science Center work to protect our marine life and their habitat, offering sound science to help inform management decisions in an ever-changing environment.


Sign up to receive our Southeast Fishery Bulletins for information about upcoming and current fishing regulations.
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[image: Two stranding responders carry a stranded harbor porpoise away from some rocks]



                  
      A harbor porpoise is retrieved from the rocks at Odiorne Point State Park, New Hampshire. Credit: Seacoast Science Center
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      Sawfish. Credit: Dana Bethea/NOAA Fisheries
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Emergency Response Effort for Endangered Sawfish
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[image: A team of four scientists in personal floatation devices on a boat handle a very large leatherback sea turtle for tagging]



                  
      The tagging team, Emily Christiansen, Samir Patel, Mike Judge, and Chris Sasso handling a leatherback sea turtle to be tagged. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Heather Haas (Permit #21233)
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[image: A scientist, in a hard hat and personal floatation device, leans over the side of a research vessel to pin down a large shark tail in a cradle made out of green mesh net over the water]
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Meet Biological Science Technician, Kristin Hannan
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[image: A woman wearing sunglasses, a radio, and a life vest on the deck of a vessel.]



                  
      Erin Pickett turning on a GoPro camera before deploying a fish trap off of the R/V Savannah during a Southeast Fishery Independent Survey research cruise. Photo courtesy of Erin Pickett.
    
      

      

    

  
    
  

  
    Feature Story

    
      
Meet Research Associate, Erin Pickett
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Proposed Rule to Set General Category Effort Controls and Clarify Related Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Regulations
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Closure: Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Angling Category Southern Area Trophy Fishery


      
        
        
                                        
          
                              
  
                
      
            
                        
      
      
                  New England/Mid-Atlantic
              
                                                                              
      

                
      
            
                                          
      
      
                  Southeast
              
                                                            
      

      

                  

          
                  
            
  
                
      
            
                        
      
      
                  New England/Mid-Atlantic
              
                                                                              
      

                
      
            
                                          
      
      
                  Southeast
              
                                                            
      

      

          

            

    
        




      

          
                  Fisheries

                
    
  

  
  
         
                      
Closure: Atlantic Bluefin Tuna General Category (Commercial) Fishery
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Atlantic Bluefin Tuna General Category (Commercial) Fishery Quota Transfer and Adjustment
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NOAA Fisheries Seeks Comments on an Application for an  Exempted Fishing Permit to Assess Impact of the  Louisiana Menhaden Fishery on Federally Managed Species
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Temporada de veda (comercial y recreativa) para la pesca o posesión de la sama y el arrayao en aguas federales del Caribe Estadounidense
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Reminder of Seasonal Prohibition on All Fishing for (Commercial and Recreational) or Possession of Mutton and Lane Snapper in U.S. Caribbean Federal Waters
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Reduction of the 2024 Commercial Gag Catch Limit in Federal Waters of the South Atlantic Region
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NOAA Fisheries Announces the 2024-2025 Recreational Fishing Season for Black Sea Bass in the South Atlantic Region
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Fiscal Year 2021–2024: Broad Agency Announcement
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[image: Izzy in her new home at Clearwater Marine Aquarium]



                  
      "Izzy" the dolphin in her new home at the Clearwater Marine Aquarium

    
      

      

    

  
    
  

  
    

    
      
“Izzy” the Dolphin: Making Her Story Matter 
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[image: A man wearing a safety vest and hard hat takes a photograph of a barge]



                  
      Over the coming months, we look forward to sharing photos, videos, and more of work to create marsh in the Upper Barataria Basin, like this image of a photographer capturing construction as it gets under way.
    
      

      

    

  
    
  

  
    

    
      
Follow Along as NOAA’s Largest Wetland Restoration Project Creates Marsh in Louisiana
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[image: large whale entanglement]



                  
      Responders from the Center for Coastal Studies in Provincetown, Massachusetts, attempt to disentangle a North Atlantic right whale. Entanglements such as this one that involve the whale’s mouth and damage the whale’s baleen are particularly problematic, as they may prevent the animal from effectively feeding and the whale may ultimately starve, even if all of the entangling gear can be successfully removed by the response team. Credit: CCS; Permit No. 18986-04.
    
      

      

    

  
    
  

  
    

    
      
NOAA Announces 2019 and 2020 Confirmed Large Whale Entanglement Numbers
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[image: An angler holds a fish, its mouth open and air bladder inflated from barotrauma.]



                  
      Barotrauma expands gasses in a fish causing the air bladder and other organs to expand as well, making it difficult for fish to swim after release. Credit: NOAA Fisheries, Florida SeaGrant
    
      

      

    

  
    
  

  
    

    
      
Return 'Em Right: Empowering Anglers to Save Fish from Barotrauma

    

    
      
  
                
      
            
                                          
      
      
                  Southeast
              
                                                            
      

      

    

  









              

      


  
  

            

  
    
  




                                          

                                  

              

                        

              


          
      

              
          
              
                  
                    
                                              Science in the Southeast

                      
                      
                        
                          
                            Southeast Marine Life and Ecosystem Science

                            The Southeast Fisheries Science Center supports the sustainable management and conservation of marine life. Find scientific reports and research program information.

                          

                          Our scientists produce data, information, and advice that serves as a foundation of knowledge upon which living marine resource managers in the southeastern United States depend. Our science is used to make informed decisions for maintaining healthy marine ecosystems, productive and sustainable fisheries, restoring depleted populations and damaged habitats, and recovering populations of protected, threatened, and endangered species.
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[image: A team of four scientists in personal floatation devices on a boat handle a very large leatherback sea turtle for tagging]



                  
      The tagging team, Emily Christiansen, Samir Patel, Mike Judge, and Chris Sasso handling a leatherback sea turtle to be tagged. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Heather Haas (Permit #21233)
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The Importance of Conducting Groundfish Surveys
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[image: A white research vessel with a large crane arm hanging over the side and numerous orange baskets on deck sits in the water, moored on a concrete dock]



                  
      The Oregon II is used for fisheries, plankton, and marine mammal surveys within the Gulf of Mexico, Atlantic Ocean and Caribbean Sea. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Hannah Shahmoradi
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Necropsy Offers Rare Opportunity to Study White Shark Biology
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[image: A large shark on top of a tarp on a dock near the water, with three scientists standing nearby to examine it]



                  
      Heather Moncrief-Cox and researchers from the Southeast Fisheries Science Center examine the body of a deceased white shark. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Meaghan Emory
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Improving Fisheries and Ecosystem Data Collection in the Caribbean through Partnership, Collaboration, and 117 Ideas
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[image: A school of snappers, grunts, and other tropical fish species swim near pilings surrounded by soft corals. Credit: Adobe Stock]
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[image: Rice’s whale at the surface.]



                  
      Three ridges on the rostrum (dorsal head) of this Rice’s whale. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Laura Dias (Permit #14450)
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                            Southeast Commercial and Recreational Fishing Resources

                            Find permits, reporting forms, rules, and regulations for commercial and recreational fisheries in the Southeast region.

                          

                          The southeastern United States is home to the largest concentration of saltwater recreational fishing in America. Recreational fishing in the Southeast generates more than $15 billion in annual sales for more than 4.5 million fishermen on more than 36 million fishing trips each year.


NOAA Fisheries Southeast manages fisheries in three areas: Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico, and South Atlantic. The three Fishery Management Councils (Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico, and the South Atlantic) recommend regulatory actions for their region to NOAA Fisheries in order to manage federal waters from North Carolina through Texas, including Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.


With the fishery management councils for each region, NOAA Fisheries uses the best scientific information available to manage and conserve marine fishery resources. Our main objective is to maintain fish stocks important to commercial, recreational, and subsistence fisheries for long-term economic and social benefits to the nation.
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Reduction of the 2024 Commercial Gag Catch Limit in Federal Waters of the South Atlantic Region
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NOAA Fisheries Announces the 2024-2025 Recreational Fishing Season for Black Sea Bass in the South Atlantic Region
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                            Southeast Marine Life Conservation and Recovery Resources

                            We protect, conserve, and manage protected marine mammals, fish, invertebrates, and sea turtles. Find information on our protected species programs in the Southeast.

                          

                          Through policy, management, and public outreach, we strive to ensure the recovery and survival of protected marine species for future generations in the waters of the southeastern United States, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. We implement the Marine Mammal Protection Act and Endangered Species Act to protect marine mammals like bottlenose dolphins and endangered species such as sea turtles and sawfish.
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[image: Two stranding responders carry a stranded harbor porpoise away from some rocks]



                  
      A harbor porpoise is retrieved from the rocks at Odiorne Point State Park, New Hampshire. Credit: Seacoast Science Center
    
      

      

    

  
      
        






      

          
          


  
  
  
  
  
         
                      
            Feature Story
          

                  
Emergency Response Effort for Endangered Sawfish


      
        
        
                                        
                                    Feature Story
                      
                        ,
                              
  
                
      
            
                                          
      
      
                  Southeast
              
                                                            
      

      

                  

          
                  
            
  
                
      
            
                                          
      
      
                  Southeast
              
                                                            
      

      

          

            

    
              
              
      
        


  
      
  
  


[image: Sawfish]



                  
      Sawfish. Credit: Dana Bethea/NOAA Fisheries
    
      

      

    

  
      
        






      

          
                    


  
  
  
  
  
         
                      
            Feature Story
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[image: An animation showing several species of seals in their native habitats with the words "Seal & Sea Lion Week" across the top.]



                  
      Seal & Sea Lion Week is March 11-15, 2024.
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Endangered Sawfish Found Dead Missing its Rostrum in the Florida Keys
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[image: Smalltooth sawfish swims in shallow water.]



                  
      A beached sawfish in shallow water with a cut-off rostrum. Credit: NOAA Fisheries.
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A Game-Changing Effort for Endangered North Atlantic Right Whales
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[image: Horton NARW with her calf]



                  
      North Atlantic right whale Horton and newborn calf. Credit: Clearwater Marine Aquarium Research Institute, taken under NOAA permit #26919.
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                            Southeast Habitat Conservation and Restoration Resources

                            We conserve Southeast habitats to boost fish populations, recover threatened and endangered species, and support communities. Find information on our programs.

                          

                          Our habitat conservation efforts center around protecting, conserving, restoring, and creating habitats and ecosystems vital to maintaining sustainable populations of recreationally and commercially important fisheries and the recovery of threatened and endangered species. Working with state and federal regulatory and permitting programs, we attempt to minimize the loss of coastal waters and wetlands while successfully enhancing and restoring fishery habitats and accommodating sustainable development.


Regulatory programs do not address the full spectrum of conservation challenges nor do they provide all the tools needed for comprehensive habitat conservation. We also participate in a variety of programs to enhance, restore, and create fishery habitats across the southeastern United States.


Partnerships are important for protecting and conserving aquatic habitat while continuing to provide ecological and economic benefits. New conservation challenges (e.g., climate change, prolonged droughts, and population growth) require engagement from the broader stewardship community. We work with a variety of partnership entities comprising various federal, state, local, private, and non-profit groups
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[image: Volunteers build an oyster reef from recycled oyster shells (Photo: Galveston Bay Foundation)]



                  
      Volunteers build an oyster reef from recycled oyster shells (Photo: Galveston Bay Foundation)
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[image: Aerial view of buildings lining the water, surrounded by wetlands]



                  
      The South Delacroix Marsh Creation Project complements other NOAA-sponsored CWPPRA projects supporting fisheries and communities in the Delacroix area. (Credit: Coastal National Elevation Database Applications Project)
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[image: a man on a boat in sunglasses and a hat holds a caught redfish on his line]



                  
      The Return ‘Em Right program worked with recreational anglers, for-hire captains, fisheries managers, and scientists to create a manual on best release practices. (Return 'Em Right)
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[image: Tan corals fanning out with fish swimming among them]



                  
      The branches of fast-growing elkhorn coral provide important habitat for fish. Populations of this iconic coral have declined across the Caribbean due to disease, bleaching and storms. Credit: NOAA
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[image: Scientists with flash lights overseeing experimental coral spawning  in lab tanks under red light.]



                  
      University of Hawaii’s Coral Research Lab staff watching the experimental corals in lab tanks spawning under red lights. Credit: University of Hawaii.
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                            Find a list of federally managed or protected fish, invertebrates, sea turtles, and mammals in the Southeast region.

                          

                          Covering a vast area from Texas to North Carolina and the U.S. Caribbean, the Southeast has the largest wetland acreage and the largest coral reef track in the contiguous United States and provides the only known calving grounds for the highly endangered North Atlantic Right Whale. Right whales travel here in the fall to give birth off the eastern coast of Florida.


Right whales aren’t alone though—bottlenose dolphins, sea turtles, a variety of corals, sawfish, Bryde's whales, manta rays and Gulf, shortnose and Atlantic sturgeon are also residents of our region. This variety creates unique viewing opportunities, experiences, and even challenges for those living in and visiting our region.

                        

                                                                                

                              


                                 

    
          
                   
        



  



        
      
        


  
       
  
  


[image: Side-profile illustration of North Atlantic right whale with mostly black, stocky body and no dorsal fin. Head shows knobby white patches of rough skin, called callosities.]
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[image: Illustration of a golden tan elkhorn coral with frond-like branches. ]
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[image: 640x427-loggerhead-turtle.png]
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[image: Smalltooth sawfish illustration showing olive gray/brown, shark-like body with long, flat snout edged with teeth.]
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[image: A color drawing of an Atlantic sturgeon]
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[image: Illustration of golden yellow and white staghorn coral with antler-like branches]
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[image: 640x427-Nassau-Grouper.jpg]
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[image: 640x427-Dolphin_Bottlenose_NB_W.png]
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[image: Left-facing side-profile illustration of a Rice's whale with sleek body that's darker gray on top and has a pale pink belly.]
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[image: kemps ridley turtle illustration]
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[image: Illustration of queen conch.]
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[image: Two stranding responders carry a stranded harbor porpoise away from some rocks]



                  
      A harbor porpoise is retrieved from the rocks at Odiorne Point State Park, New Hampshire. Credit: Seacoast Science Center
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[image: A team of four scientists in personal floatation devices on a boat handle a very large leatherback sea turtle for tagging]



                  
      The tagging team, Emily Christiansen, Samir Patel, Mike Judge, and Chris Sasso handling a leatherback sea turtle to be tagged. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Heather Haas (Permit #21233)
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[image: An animation showing several species of seals in their native habitats with the words "Seal & Sea Lion Week" across the top.]



                  
      Seal & Sea Lion Week is March 11-15, 2024.
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Gulf Coast: Oyster Shell Recycling Key to Sustainable Seafood and Coastal Protection
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[image: Volunteers build an oyster reef from recycled oyster shells (Photo: Galveston Bay Foundation)]



                  
      Volunteers build an oyster reef from recycled oyster shells (Photo: Galveston Bay Foundation)
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Necropsy Offers Rare Opportunity to Study White Shark Biology
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[image: A large shark on top of a tarp on a dock near the water, with three scientists standing nearby to examine it]



                  
      Heather Moncrief-Cox and researchers from the Southeast Fisheries Science Center examine the body of a deceased white shark. Credit: NOAA Fisheries/Meaghan Emory
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