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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

5QCFRPartSS8 -

[Docket 4o. 30824—171]

Shrimp Fishery df the Gulf of Mexico

AGENCY. NationalOceanic and
Atmospheric Administmation (NOAA’),
Commerce.
AcT1oc Proposed rule.

SUMMARY: The Fishery Management
Plan for the Shrimp Fishery in the Gulf
of Mexico (FMP), which wee approved
in 298G. contained a management
measure requiring the reporting of
shrimp landing statistics. Regulations to
implement this provision of the FMP
were reserved unti’ the National Manna
Fisheries Service designed a reporting
system approved by the Gulf of Mexico
Fishery Management CounciL This
system has been developed and
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approved and regulations to implement
it are being proposed. The intended
effect of this regulation is to provide for
timely reporting of shnrnp catch data
during the fishing season.
DATt Comments on the proposed rule
must be received on or before November
21. 1983. . V

ADDRESSES: Comments should be sent. V

to: Donald W. Geagan, Southeast
Region. National Marine Fisheries
Service, 9450 Koger Boulevard. St.
Petersburg, Florida 33702. Comments on
the collection of information V

requirement should be sent to: Office of
V

V Information and Regulatory Affairs of V

V 0MB, Attn Desk Officer for NOAA,
Washington, D.C. 20503. V

• FOR FURThER INFORMATION CONTACT
Donald W. Geagan. 813-893-3722.

V

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATiON: The
Fishery Management Plan for the -

Shrimp Fishery of the Gull of Mexico
(FMP) was approved May 29, 1980,

V
under authority of the Magnuson Fishery
Conservation and Management Act, as
amended (Magnuson Act). The FMP

V

V contains a provision for the V

accumulation of shrimp landings
information necessary for the
management of the fishery. National

VMarine Fisheries Service (NMFS) is
responsible for the design of the system
[subject to review by the Gulf of Mexico
Fishery Management Council (Council)]
and for implementation and

V

management of the surveys. Final
regulations implementing the FM? were
published in the Federal Register on
May 20. 1981 (48 FR 27494).

However, because the data collection
system had not been developed when.
the regulations were implemented. one

section of the regulations, 50 CFR 858.5, :.was reserved. V

“V

V

V

NMPS has now designed and the
Council has approved a statistical
reporting system which essentially
makes mandatory the voluntary
reporting program utilized in this fishery

V since 1958. All shrimp dealers and
processors will continue to report
volume and price of shrimp handled.
Interviews with ves8el operators will be
conducted for approximately 30% of the
fishing nips; vessel operators will be
interviewed to obtain information V

V

V including time fished, gear, and catch.
They will also be asked to provide
information regarding area fished In
terms

of the 21 statistical areas and 24
“inside” sub-areas which traditionally
have been used in reporting shrimp
catch statistics.

The reporting of shrimp statistical
informatlonunder the current voluntary
program worked relatively well in the
past, but is inadequate for purposes of

management of the shrimp fishery under
the FMP for the following reason.
Timely reporting of shrimp catch data
during the fishing season has become
essential to implementation of the FMP.
For example, the acquisition of data is
necessary for management purposes-
such as determining the time for the
seasonal Texas Closure, evaluating the
effects of the Tortugas Sanctuary. and
assisting States in the management of

V this resource when it is in their
jurisdiction. Under the voluntary
program, industry representatives or
members on numerous occasions have
denied NMFS agents access to. shrimp
catch data or have refused to provide

V these data on a timely basis.
Establishing a mandatory reporting
system thus will assure access to these
data at all times in order to monitor,
evaluate, and refine the FM?.

l.nlormation collected under the V

mandatory system is to be used for
management of the fishery, and will be
released only in aggregate or summary
form which does not disclose the
Identity of the submitter. The Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA
(Assistant Administrator), has reviewed
the proposed regulations and
determined that this information is V

necessary for management of the shrimp
Industry. V

V

Classification
The Assistant Administrator has

previously deteimined that the FM?, the
final portion of which Is to be
implemented by this proposed rule, is
consistent with the national standards
and other provisions of the Magnuson
Act and other applicable law (see 46 FR
27493, May 20. 1981).

Likewise, it was previously V

determined, on the basis of a regulatory
Impact review (RIR), that rules tO.. V

V implement the FM?, except for this
measure, are not major under Executive
Order 12291. The RIR was summarized
in the preamble to the final rules for the
FMP (see 46 FR 27493).

The General Counsel of the
Department of Commerce has certified
to the Small Business Administration
that this proposed rule, if adopted. will
not have a significant economic impact

on a substantial number of small entities
because the proposed rule simply adds a
mandatory requirement to an already-
existing data collection system and very
limited additional economic impacts will

- be experienced. As a result, a regulatory
flexibility analysis was not prepared.

This rule contains a collection of
information requ rement subject to the
Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA). The
voluntary collection of this information
has been approved by the Office of

Management and Budget (0MB control —

number 0643-0013). A request to collect
this information under this mandatory
requirement has been submitted to the
Office of Management and Budget for
review under section 3504 (h) of the
PRA.

This action is part of the Federal
action for which an environmental
impact statement (EIS) was prepared.
The final EIS for the FMP was filed with
the Environmental Protection Agency V

and the notice of availability was
published on March 13, 1981 (46 FR
16720).

• The Council determined that this rule
does not directly affect the coastal zone
of any State with an approved coastal
zone management program.

List of Subjects In 50 CFR Part 658
V

V Fish. Fisheries, Fishing, Reporting and
record.keeping requirements.

Dated; September 13. 1983.
William G. Gordon,
Aj.sista.nt Administrator for Fisheries.
National Mo.ri.ne Fisheries Service.

For reasons set forth in the preamble.
50 CFR Part 858 is proposed to be

V

amended as follows:

PART Gsa—SHRIMP F1SHER’Y OF ThE
GULF OF MEXICO

V

- 1. The authority citation for Part 658
reads as follows:

V - V

Authority 18 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

V
2. In Part 658, the Table of Contents is

amended by revising the heading for
* 658.5 from “Recordkeeping and
reporting (Reserved)” to read as follows:
“Reporting requirements.” V

3. In 858.2, the definition of
V

Statistical area Is added In alphabetical
order to read as follows:

858.2 DefinItions.
• . • a •

Statistical area means one or more of

the 21 statisitical grids depicted in
Figure 5. In addition, the term includes
the following “inside” water areas:

Co,J.
man.
!

Q’oe. Hercr, ft.
Tan’øa Biy, Fl..........

St. As,cl.wi Say, ft_
St. .ocn 8.y. ft_

5.l —

1.1
LI
5.2
2.1

10.1

10.2
10.5
‘Vt-I

12.1

12.2

P,n.mcoa ft.
AI0ama n. WitItI (Eeiv. o M.’..’rr.

Sound). A’
V
Uta.Lagoc MS -
UdLai So MS._________
LUei 80r’n* Ponla1a,si, LA

V

Oi., cIano..x S,ld2 A4acant Matfl
LA
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4. Section 658.5is added to read as
follows: -

§ 658.5 Reporting requirements. -

(a) Vessel owners and operators. The
owner or operator of any fishing vessel
that fishes for. -or lands. sl:irimp or any
part thereof in the Gulf of Mexico orin
adjoining State wajers,.and whois

selected to report by the Center
Director, shall provide upon request the
following information regarding any
fishing trip to the Center Director or his

131 designee:
14.1 (1) Name and official number of

vessel:
15.1 (2) Amount of catch of shrimp by
1&1 speciez

(3) The condition of the shrimp (heads
ig.i on/heads off);

(4) Depth fished and information -

regarding fishing location that is specific
20.2 enough to enable the Center Director or
211 his clesginee to ascertain the statistical

arefished
(5)Pemaowhom sold, bartered, or

traded; -

(6) Number,srze and type of gear and
- .(7) Effort and period of fishing.

(b)-.DevJemimd processors. Any
person who recives. shrimp or parts
thereofhy way of purchase, barter,
trade -or.sale.froxn.a fishing vessel or
personihat fishes for,or lands, shrimp
or-parti thereof in the Gulf of Mexico or

ceo.
b

in adjoining State waters, and who is
selected to report by the Center
Director, shall provide upon request the
following information to the Center
Director or his designee:

(1) Fishing vessel (name and official
number) or person from whom received:

(2) Amount of shrimp or parts thereof
received by species and size category
for each vessel trip; and

(3) Exvessel value by size category of
shrimp or portions thereof received.

5. In 658.7, paragraphs (b) through (I)
are redesignated as (c) through (m), and
a new paragraph (b) is added to’read as
follows:

§ 658.7 Prohibitionz
a a • a

(b) Falsify or fail to report information
required-to be submitted upon request
by § 658.5;..- V

• V. •• •

V [FR D.c. 83-254Z1 FtI.d5-i.-a $46 am

LJJNQ COOE 361O-22-4

V-V.

mud. Wiles from M.w3 Thv 10 B.IJ

Llowci,a. LA.............._..__...........
ins.o. Wales from Bayou La1oitt AlCt’at&uya

frisct. Wiles from AlcJataLayS Re to T.r.
—

Wu. Walais from T. PrI Pt,itl.

LA
SaBwLal..TX. —

Gaj.on Bay Syslait.
lagorda Bay Syst. TX__________________
San Artterio B&y Syem, TX -

A,anhaz Bay Sys TX_________
Cowpua C3ab Bay 51i111. -Tx V

Upp Ljaia UaeTX__________________
Loaqt ra M.&., TX_______________

I

— —
V -


