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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric ’
Administration

50 CFR Part 658 .
(Docket No. 30824-171]

Shrimp Fishery of the Gulf of Mexico

AGENMCY: National Ocesnic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Proposed rule.

summaRY: The Fishery Management
Plan for the Shrimp Fishery in the Guif
of Mexico (FMP), which was approved
in 1980, contrined a management
measure requiring the reporting of
shrimp landing statistics. Regulations to
implement this provision of the FMP
were reserved unt the National Marine
Fisheries Service designed & reporting
system approved by the Gulf of Mexico
., Fishery Management Council. This
. system has been developed and
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approved and regulations to implement
it are being proposed. The intended
effect of this regulation is to provide for
timely reporting of shrimp catch data
during the fishing season.
DATE: Comments on the proposed rule.
must be received on or before November
21,1983, . . ..
ADDRESSES: Comments should be sent. -
to: Donald W. Geagan, Southeast
Region, National Marine Fisheries
Service, 9450 Koger Boulevard, St.
Petersburg, Florida 33702. Comments on
the collection of information - ‘
requirement should be sent to: Office of

- Information and Regulatory Affairs of .

. OMB, Attn: Desk Officer for NOAA, =
Washington, D.C. 20503, o

- FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Donald W. Geagan, 813-893-3722.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The ~ -
Fishery Management Plan for the - .-

Shrimp Fishery of the Gulf of Mexico’
(FMP) was approved May 29, 1980,
.under authority of the Magnuson Fishery
Conservation and Management Act, as -
amended (Magnuson Act). The FMP °
-contains a provision for the :
accumulation of shrimp landings
information necessary for the -
management of the fishery. National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) is
responsible for the design of the system
{subject to review by the Gulf of Mexico
Fishery Management Council {Councilj]
and for implementation and

' management of the surveys, Final

regulations implementing the FMP were
published in the Federal Register on
May 20, 1981 (48 FR 27494).

However, because the data collection
system had not been developed when .
the regulations were implemented, one-

section of the regulations, 50 CFR 658.5,

was reserved. :

NMFS has now designed and the
Council has approved a statistical
reporting system which essentially
makes mandatory the voluntary
reporting program utilized in this fishery
since 1958. All shrimp dealers and
processors will continue to report
volume and price of shrimp handled.
Interviews with vessel operators will be
conducted for approximately 30% of the
fishing trips; vessel operators will be
interviewed to obtain information
including time fished, gear, and catch.
They will also be asked to provide )
information regarding area fished in
terms of the 21 statistical areas and 24
“inside"” sub-areas which traditionally
have beert used in reporting shrimp
catch statistics. v

The reporting of shrimp statistical .
information under the current voluntary
program worked relatively well in the
past, but is inadequate for purposes of

management of the shrimp fishery under
the FMP for the following reason.
Timely reporting of shrimp catch data
during the fishing season has become
essential to implementation of the FMP.
For example, the acquisition of data is
necessary for management purposes-
such as determining the time for the
seasonal Texas Closure, evaluating the
effects of the Tortugas Sanctuary, and
assisting States in the management of

- this resource when it is in their

jurisdiction. Under the voluntary
program, industry representatives or

_ members on numerous occasions have

denied NMFS agents access to shrimp
catch data or have refused to provide

- these data on a timely basis.
- Establishing a mandatory reporting

system thus will assure access to these
data at ail times in order to monitor, .
evaluate, and refine the FMP.

Information collected under the
mandatory system is to be used for
management of the fishery, and will be
released only in aggregate or summary
form which does not disclose the .
identity of the submitter. The Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA
(Assistant Administrator}, has reviewed
the proposed regulations and
determined that this information is -
necessary for management of the shrimp
industry. . .

Classification

The Assistant Administrator has
previously determined that the FMP, the
final portion of which is to be
implemented by this proposed rule, is
congsistent with the national standards
and other provisions of the Magnuson
Act and other applicable law (see 48 FR
27493, May 20, 1981). '

Likewise, it was previously

- determined, on the basis of a regulatox_'y

impact review {RIR), that rules to. -

~ . implement the FMP, except for this
measure, are not major under Executive

Order 12291. The RIR was summarized
in the preamble to the final rules for the
FMP (see 468 FR 27493},

The General Counsel of the
Department of Commerce has certified
to the Small Business Administration
that this proposed rule, if adopted, will
not have a significant economic impact

- on a substantial number of small entities

because the proposed rule simply adds a
mandatory requirement to an aiready-

existing data collection system and very
limited additional economic impacts will

. be experienced. As a result, a regulatory

flexibility analysis was not prepared.
This rule contains a collection of
information requirement subject to the
Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA). The
voluntary collection of this information
has been approved by the Office of

Management and Budget (OMB control _
number 0648-0013). A request to collect
this information under this mandatory
requirement has been submitted to the
Office of Management and Budget for
review under section 3504 (h) of the
PRA.

This action is part of the Federal -
action for which an environmental
impact statement (EIS) was prepared.
The final EIS for the FMP was filed with
the Environmental Protection Agency
and the notice of availability was
published on March 13, 1981 {46 FR
16720). -

" The Council determined that this rule
does not directly affect the coastal zone
of any State with an approved coastal
zone management program.

List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 658

Fish, Fisheries, Fishing, Reporting and
recordkeeping requirements.

Dated: September 13, 1983,

William G. Gordon,
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries,

' National Marine Fisheries Service.

For reasons set forth in the preamble,
50 CFR Part 658 is proposed to be .
amended as follows:

PART 658—SHRIMP FISHERY OF THE
GULF OF MEXICO

- 1. The authority citation for Part 858

boabgg

~reads as follows:

Authority: 18 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

. 2. In Part 858, the Table of Contents is
amended by revising the heading for

§ 658.5 from "Recordkeeping and
reporting [Reserved]" to read as follows:

" “Reporting requirements.”

3. In § 858.2, the definition of )
Statistical area is added in alphabetical
order to read as follows:

$858.2 Definitions.

L 2 - - - L ]
Statistical area means one or more of
the 21 statisitical grids depicted in

Figure 5. In addition, the term includes
the following “inside” water areas:

~

-
Code =
“inmde” watler wea ume
ber 3
Charlotte Herbor, FL 4
Tampa Bay, FL 51
Apatachicols Bay, FL 71
St Anarews 8ay, Fi a1
St Joseph Bay, FL 8.2
Ch o8 Bay, FL At
P ia Bay, FL 10,1
Alabama inmde Waters (Exclusve of Mississiop
Sound), AL 102
. Ute Lagoon, MS 10.5
Mississiool Sound, MS 1.1
. Lakes Borgne & Pontenartraan, LA 121
Breson Ch Sounds and Ag Marsn
Arsas, LA 122
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Code
“insude” water s188 T ooum-
ber

Inude Waters kom Masssoni Rwer 10 Bayou

Latowche, LA 131
Insice Waters from Bayou Laforche to Alchstalays

Rrvet, LA 141
Insce Waters from Atlchafalaya River 10 Tigre

Point, LA 15.%
insxie Waiers from Tigre Port 0 Lowsna Pont,

LA BRLS
Sabwne Lake, TX T2
Ga Bay Sy X 18
Matagorda Bey Sy R TX 191
San Antonio Bay Sy n TX ~ 192
Asrsnsas Sey Sysem, TX - . 193
Corpua Chnst B8y System, TX e} 201
Upper Laguna Meadre, TX . . 202
Lower Laguns Madre, TX 211
- » * * : -

4. Section 658.5 is added to read as
follows: .
§ 658.5 Reporting requirsments. e

(a) Vessel owners and operators. The
owner or operator of any fishing vessel
that fishes for,-or lands, shrimp or any °
part thereof in the Gulf of Mexico orin
adjoining State waters, and who is

selected to report by the Center
Director, shall provide upon request the
following information regarding any
fishing trip to the Center Director or his
designee: -

{1) Name and official number of
vessel,

(2) Amount of catch of shrimp by

species:

(3) The condition of the shrimp (heads
on/heads off);

(4) Depth fished and information _
regarding fishing location that is specific
enough to enable the Center Director or
his desginee to ascertain the statistical
ares fished;

(5) Person to whom sold. bartered or
traded; : -

{6) Number,.size and type of gear; and

{?) Effort and period of fishing.

(b)-Devlers and processors. Any
person who receives. shrimp or parts

* thereof by way of purchase, barter,

trade ur.sale from a fishing vessel or -

. persan-that fishes for, or Jands, shrimp
_ orparts thereof in the Gulf of Mexico or

\"‘ T

in adjoining State waters, and who is
selected to report by the Center
Director, shall provide upon request the
following information to the Center
Director or his designee:

(1) Fishing vessel (name and official
number) or person from whom received;

(2) Amount of shrimp or parts thereof
received by species and size category
for each vessel trip; and

(3) Exvessel value by size category of
shrimp or portions thereof received.

5.1In § 658.7, paragraphs (b) through (1)
are redesignated as (c) through {m), and
a new paragraph (b) is added toread as

. follows: -

§658.7 Prohibitions.

(b) Falsify or fail to report information

requiredto be submitted upon request
by § 658.5.
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