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UMMARY NOAA Issues a final rule
amending the regulations for the Fishery
Management Plan far the Shrimp
Fishery of the Gulf of Mexico. NOAA Is
modifying, temporarily, the boundary of
the Tortugas Shrimp Sanctuary to
reduce the ares closed to trawl fishing.
This action will enable fishermen to
harvest marketabl&.slzed shrimp from a
small area that was revlausly closed.
NOAA also corrects a ds.flnitlon for the
phrase ‘flshery cooaervet±on zone”.
UWSCTIVS DATIa April 15. 1983.
AOOaS A copy of the regulatory
Impact review may be obtained from
Jack T. Brawner, R.egiorial Director.
Southeast Region. National Marine
Fisheries Service, 9450 Kager Boulevard.
St. Petersburg. Florida 33702.
PO PUTHt INFORATTO1( CGNTACT
Jack T. Brawner, 813-W1--fl41.
5ZM5NTAR( FORAOC

Background

The Fishery Management Plan or the
Shrimp FIshery of the Gulf of Mexico
(FMP) was prepared by the Gulf of
Mexico Fishery Management Council
(Council) and was approved by the
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries,
NOAA. on November?, I9Q, under the
authority of the Magnuson Fishery
Conservation and Management Act
(Magnuson Act). Ftnai regulations
implementing the FMP we effective
May 20. 1981 (48 FR Z74891. The CouncilDEPARTMENT OF CCMMERCE prepared an FMP amendment that
provides for modificetlon of the dosedNational Ocaanc and Atmospheric area, identified in 50 (‘R 85&22 as theAdnUnstration
Tortugas Shrimp Sanctuary (Sanctuary).

50 cr part ese The FMP amendment was approved on
December 2.8, 1981. A notice of(DocEst No. 3c3ie—3l availability and a request for comments
on the amendment was published onShrimp Fishery of the Gutf of Mexico January 28, 1982 (47 FR 4104). No written

AJCY jaiai amc comments were received on he FMP
Atuioaxberic Ar_rrmstrstfcn (NOAAJ. amwmnt during the puhlk comment
Cace. pervd which ended an March 15, 1982.
AC’flOC Final rule. A proposed rule which would amend the

regulations under the provisions of the
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FMP amendment was published for
—‘ibllc comment on November 28. 1982

FR 534).
...Se proposed rulemaking discussed In

detaU the reason for the management
measure (La.. temporary geographic
modification of the Sanctuary through
August 14, 1983, and correction of the
definition of the fishery conservation
zone). This information Is not repeated
here.

Respoc.,.e to Comments
The Council was the ordycornmenter

on the proposed regulations during the
45-day public comment period which
ended Janauary 10.1983. The Council
requested that the propoaed terminationdate for the temporary geographic
modification of the Sanctuary be
extended from August 14. 1983. to
August 14. 1984. NOAA has compliedwith this request because there would
not be sufficient time to evaluate the
modification if the termination date
remained August 14, 1983.

Claasrncatloa
The Assistant Administrator for

Fisheries, NOAA. has determined that
this amendment to the regulations
tomplics with the national standards.

orovisions of the Magnuson Act.
2ther applicable law.

The Administrator. NOAA. has
letermined that this amendment a coLa
najor rule requiring the preparation of a
gula tory Impact analysis under
xecu Live Order 122.91. The regulatory
mpact review indicated that potential
enefits are significantly greater than
xpected costs. The rule reduces a
estrlctlon on fishermen, slightly reduces
nforcernent requirements and costs.
rid Is expected to increase shrimp
iridings.
The As8istant Administrator has

etermined that there Is good cause to

waive the 30-day period of delayed
effectiveness required under the
Administrative Procedure Act (APAI.
The regulations re-define the geographic
scope of the Sanctuary and permit
fishing within a portion of the Sanctuary
as it Is currently defined. The primary
purpose of this modification is to obtain
data on. the migration patterns of shrimp
as they move out of the Sanctuary. IL is
necessary to Implement this geographic
modification as quickly as possible for
fishing to take place during the peak
spring season thIs year. Since the
modification to the geographic scope of
the Sanctuary will be in effect only
through August 14, 1984. information
collected this spring will significantly
increase the effectiveness of this action.

The Coastal Zone Office for the State
of Florida. which Is the only State
adlacent to the management area, was
provided a copy of coastal zone
consistency statement for review as to
consistency with Its approved Coastal
Zone Management Program. NOAA
concluded that, to the maximum extent
practicable. Implementation of these
rules Is consistent with the Coastal Zone
Management Program of Florida.
List of Subjects In 50 CFR Part 653

Fish, fisheries, Fishing.
Dateth April 14. 1983.

Roland Finch,
Director. Office ofFisheries Management.
National Marine Fisheries Serrico.

PART 658—{AMENCEDJ
For the reasons set forth in the

preamble. 50 CFR Part 6.58 La amended
as follows:

L The authority citation for Part 658
read., as follows:

*uithonty 18 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
2. The definition of fishery

conservation zone In 658.2 is revised
to read as follows:

Sa.2 Daflnitio4is.
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Fishery conservation zone (FCZ1
means that area adlacent to the United
States which, except where modified to
accommodate International boundaries.
encompasses all waters from the
seaward boundary of each of the coastal
States to a line on which each point Is
200 nautical miles from the baseline
from which the territorial sea of the
United States Is measured.
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3. Section 658.22 and Figure 1 are
revised to read and appear as follows:

5L22 Tortuqa.s str*iip s.anctI.ry.
(a) The area commonly known as the

‘Tortugas Shrimp Sanctuary.’ off the
State of Florida. Is closed to all trawl
fishing. The area is that part of the
fishery conservation zone shoreward of
a line connecting the following points
(see FIgure 1):
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N ._. 25’?.2xk I11 95W. i
F_ 4’5oT4. srst. rw.
O.._ araGrN. 525. 1w. G

H___ 244.rN. S2. rw.
_ 24lS ( 53’t4 ‘W.. i.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of
paragraph (a). effective through August
14. 1984. trawl fishing Is allowed within
that portion of the Sanctuary
circumscribed by lines connecting the
following points:

p LIUt,V*. La’.z1.

F 24ci.}N. •5 3wn 2444_0K St2.4W.
__________________ 24’4r a.r1Irw.
p 24&rN. 5r512w.
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