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/ DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Nationai Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 811 and 658

Shrimp Fishery of the Guif of Mexico;
Plan Approvail and Proposed
Reguiations

AQENcY: Nationai Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)/
Commerce.

ACTION: Approval of Fishery
Management Plan. Proposed Regulations
and request for comments.

summMmaRY: The Assistant Administrator
for Fisheries. NOAA. has approved the
fishery management plan for the shrimp
fishery of the Gulf of Mexico (FMP),
which was prepared by the Guif of
Mexico Fishery Management Council.
The FMP governs the fisheries for six
species of shrimp (brown. pink. white,
royal red, seabobs and rock} which
occur in the fishery conservation zone in
the Gulf of Mexico. Regulations
implementing the FMP are proposed.
Comments on the FMP, the regulatory
analysis, and the proposed regulations
are invited.

DATE: Comments will be received until
Jan ary 1, 1981

ADDRESS: Please send comments ta: Mr.
Harold Allen. Acting Regional Director,
Southeast Region. Duval Building, 9450
Koger Boulevard, St. Petersburg, Florida
33702.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mr. Harold Allen (813) 893 3141
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act of 1978, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 1801
ot seq. (the “Act”) authorizes the
Secretary of Commerce (the
“Secretary”) to promuigate regulations
implementing approved FMPs prepared’
by the Regional Fishery Management
Councils for their geogruphic areas of
concern. Pursuant to Title [II of the Act.
the Guif of Mexico Fishery Management
Council prepared and submitted to the
Secretary an FMP for shrimp in the
(ishery conservation zone (FCZ) in the
Gulf of Mexico.

A. Background

The Gulf shrimp fishery is the most
valuable of all domestic commercial
fisheries. From 1984 through 1977.
shrimp averaged 23 percent of the total
exvessel value of all {ish landed in the
United States. In 1977 shrimp accounted
for $355.2 million of $1.515 million for all
fish. From 1964 through 1977, Gulf
shrimp comprised 83 percent of the (otal
U.S. exvessel value of shrimp landings.

The target species of the Gulf shrimp
fishery are brown. white, pink. and reyai
red shrimp. Seabob and rock shrimp are
taken incidentally to the target species.

The three most valuable species of
shrimp (brown. white, and pink) are
biologically impervious to the effects of
intense fishing pressure bacause of the
following factors:

1. The rapid growth rate of shrimp,
under favorable conditions. results in
sexual maturity within one year: and

2. The high fecundity of shrimp
protects them from being depleted by-
averfishing.

There is not current evidence of
overfishing of brown, white, or pink
shrimp, because the rapid growth and
high fecundity of these species offset
current levels of natural and fishing
mortality. The chief threat to the
continuance of the major species of
shrimp is loss of habitat. principally the
estuarine environment. Continued
mineral exploration, bulkheading,
dredge and fill operations.
channelization, and poilution could
result in depletion of shrimp resources

through the loss of productive estuarine -

nursery grounds. The other shrimp
species (royal red, seabob, and rock
shrimp) are not estuarine-dependent
because they spend their entire life in
the open waters of the Guif, Royal red
shrimp are found at depths of 100300
fathoms in a reiatively stable
environment, and do not reach maturity
in one year. Up to five.yeur classes
accupy the same fishing ground. Seabob
are harvested with white shrimp in
shallow water, primarily in the
territorial sea off Louisiana. Rock
shrimp are harvested with pink shrimp
off Florida.

The Gulf States’ regulations establish
minimum legal sizes of shrimp that
reflect the requirements of thair
respective industries. Louisiuna,
Mississippi. and Alabama have a size
limit of 68 whole shrimp to the pound.
Tremendous numbers of small shrimp
are caught and landed in those States,
which encourage use of small shrimp for
canning and bait. Florida has a size limit
of 47 whole shrimp to the pound
(average of shrimp landed). The
minimum Texas size limit is 39 whole
shrimp to the pound. Smalil shrimp are
cuiled from the catch and discarded
from vessels’ catches in Florida or
Texas because of the States’ size limits.

There are two general categories of
vessels used in the Guif shrimp fishery:
(1) Small vessels from 18 to 50 feet that
fish in State territorial waters and in
sheltered inshore waters: and (2) larger.
more mobile vessels more than 30 feet in
length that may fish anywhere in the

Guif and are capable of remaining at se:
for extended periods.

There is a live-bait shrimp fishery in
shallow inshore waters which lakes
shrimp that are held live for sale as fish
bait. Also. recreational shnmping is
conducted from pleasure craft in
shallow inshore waters. The shrimp are
taken for personal use with small trawls
and other nets.

B. The Management Regime

The Council, in preparing the FMP,
identified problems in the shrimp [ishery
and proposed solutions which require
both Federal regulation and Stute and
Federal support. The primary problem
addressed in the FMP is the harvest of
shrimp well below optimal size and
value. To optimize the yield of shrimp
and the economic return to the
fishermen, the FMP specifies an
optimum yield (OY) for brown. pink.
white, seabob, and rock shrimp. The
specification of QY for shrimp presents
a unique problem. Brown, pink. and
white shrimp provide an annual crop

. because most are harvested when less

than six months of age and very few live
as long as 12 months. It is presenily not
possible to harvest so many shrimp that
the survivors are unable to repopulate
the fishery. A given year's yield is
primarily dependent on temperature snd
salinity in the estuarine nursery areas.
As a result, for the purpose of this FMP,
QY for those three species and the
associated rock and seabob is all the
shrimp that can be taken each year
during open seasons in apen areas with
existing gear and technology. The QY
for the royal red shrimp is 177.8 metric
tons (m.t.) (tails).

The U.S. capacity to harvest and
process the shrimp resource meets or
exceeds QY for all species except royal
reds. A surplus of royal red shrimp of
68.2 mt is identified in the FMP and will
be made available for foreign fishermen.
No adverse impact on foreign fishermen
Is expected to result from
implementation of the FMP.

[f shrimp are harvested at a small
size, the weight and value of the tatal
landings may be reduced. If the shrimp
are given additional time for growth
before harvest. there wiil be a greuter
total yield in weight, even though the
total number of shrimp will be less. The
main purpose of the FMP is to encourage
harvest of larger and more valuable
shrimp through area closures,

The FMP establishes a permanent
closure of an area off the State of
Florida known as the “Tortugas Shrimp
Sanctuary.” The purpose is to protect
small pink shrimp until maost have
reached a size larger than 89 shrimp
tails to the pound. This measure re-
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The NMFS will design. test, evaluate.
aid implement procedures for collecting
all information on individual fishing
trips required from shrimp dealers on
receipts at the time of sale. The
procedures proposed in the regulations
would require all shrimp dealers and
processores to keep records and report
but would require only those shrimp
fishermen specifically selected by the
Center Director to keep records and
report. However, current methods of
data collection based on port agent
contact with dealers and fishermen will
be used prior to implementation of the
sales receipt system described in the
regulations.

The area of the Texas closure,
depicted in Figure 3 of the regulations,
encompasses the FCZ off Texas
between the territorial sea and the outer
boundary of the FCZ. It is bounded by
extensions of the boundary lines
separating Texas from Louisiana and
Mexico. Although the dates of the
closure are June 1 to July 15, under the
criteria listed below, the NMFS Regional
Director may adjust the closing or
opening date by as much as 15 days to
provide for an earlier, later, or longer
closure. However, the closure may not
vxceed 80 days. nor be less than 45
days. The criteria upon which the
l..:gional Director must base an
adjustment of the closing or opening
date are: (1) Biological data collected by
the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Commission (TPWC) used to predict
when brown shrimp in the central
northern bays of Texas will reach a total
length of 80 to 90 mm: (2) the strength of
outgoing tides at the time predicted
under (1); and (3) other biological data
relevant to the timing or duration of the
closure.

Although no permit is rquired for
vessels of the United States fishing for
shrimp in the FCZ, a letter of
authorization is required for those
United States vessels fishing for royal
red shrimp beyond 100 fathoms in the
FCZ off of Texas during the period of
the Texas closure. Application is made
to the Regional Director of NMFS., who
will issue such letters of authorization
by May 1.

The boundary line separating the
geographical areas of the Gulf of Mexico
and South Atlantic Fishery Management
Councils (Councils) has been the subject
of controversy. In a legal opinion to
NQAA. the Department of Justice stated
that the boundary line should be based
only upon geographical factors. In
response to that opinion, NOAA has
proposed that the geographical
boundary line accepted by the United
States Supreme Court in U.S. v. Florida

separale the areas of authority of the
Councils.

The shrimp regulations apply only in
the Guif of Mexico Council's area of
authority. Therefore the line delineating
the Tortugas closure area in the
regulations is different from the one
described in the FMP, which extends
into the South Atlantic Council's ara, If
the boundary line separating the areas
of authority of the Councils is changed
in the final rulemaking on that issue,
then the area of coverage of these
regulations also would be changed.

Subpart D of 50 CFR Part 611 has been
amended to incorporate all regulations,
including those for royal red shrimp.
governing foreign fishing in the FCZ in
the Caribbean Sea, Gulf of Mexico, and
the Atlantic Ocean south of 35°00° N.
latitude. Only §§ 611.60, 611.61, and
611.82 are affected. No changes have
been made to those sections other than
a restructuring to provide for the
inciusion of shrimp. Those proposed
sections are reprinted in their entirety in
this document. ‘

The adoption and implementation of
the FMP is a major Federal action that
will have a significant impact on the
quality of the human environment.
Pursuant to the National Environmental
Policy Act and NOAA Directive 02-10, a
draft environmental impact statement
was filed with the Environmental
Protection Agency. The notice of
availability was published in the
Federal Register on November 6, 1979
(44 FR 84114). The final environmental
impact statement is being prepared and
will soon be filed.

The Assistant Administrator for
Fisheries, NOAA. has determined that
this is a significant action under
Executive Order 12044, and a regulatory
analysis has been prepared. A copy of
the draft regulatory analysis may be
obtained by writing to: Mr. Harold
Allen, Acting Regional Director.
Southeast Region, National Marine
Fisheries Service, 9450 Koger Boulevard,
St. Petersburg, Florida 33702. The
regulations and the FMP are set forth
below.

Signed in Washington, D.C. this 22d day of
October 1980,
(16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.)
Robert K. Crowsll,

Deputy Executive Director. Nationai Marine
Fisheries Service.

PART 611—FOREIGN FISHING

A. It is proposed to amend 50 CFR
Part 611 as follows:

Subpart D is amended by the addition
of §§ 611.80, 611.61 and 611.82 as
follows:

Subpart D—Atiantic, Caribbean, and
Guif of Mexico

. . . . .

§ 611.60 . Generai Provisions.

-+ (@) Purpose. This subpart regulates:

{1} All foreign fishing conducted under
8 Governing International Fishery
Agreement (GIFA) within the fishery
conservation zone (FCZ) in the Atlantic
Ocean south of 35°00°'N. latitude. in the
Gulf of Mexico, and in the Caribbean
Sea; and

(2) All foreign longline fishing
conducted under a GIFA which involves
the catching of any species of bilifishes.
sharks, or other fish in the FCZ in the
Atlantic Ocean, Gulf of Mexico. and
Caribbean Sea.

(b) Authorized fishery—{1)
Allocations. Foreign vessels may engage
in fishing only in accordance with
applicable allocations.

(2) TALFF. The TALFFs are set forth
in Appendix 1 to § 611.20

(3) Permitted fishing. Foreign fishing
authorized under this subpart may be
conducted only during the seasons, in
the open areas, and with the gear .
specified in §§ 611.61 and 611.62

(c) Profhibited species. (1) All species
of fish over which the United States
exercises exclusive fishery management
authority and for which there is no
applicable allocation are prohibited
species and shall be treated in
accordance with § 611.13. Fish caught in
excess of an applicable national
allocation are prohibited species.

(2) As a means of rebutting the
presumption of § 611.13(c), a vessel may
store all prohibited species caught
outside the FCZ in a separate part of the
hold that can be sealed. and may have
its holds inspected and sesled before
commencing fishing in the FCZ. Seals
affixed during such inspection shall be
maintained in an unbroken condition
during the time the fishing vessel is in
the FCZ. Such ingpections may be
obtained at Venice or New Orleans, La..
Key West, Fla., Mayaquez. P.R., or
Norfolk. Va.. upon 48 hours advance
notification to: Regional Director,
Southeast Region, National Marine
Fisheries Service, Duval Building, 9430
Koger Boulevard, St. Petersburg, Fla.
33702. Telephone: (813} 893-3145.

(3) Additional ports for hold
inspection may be arranged with the
Regional Director.

{4) The designation of ports for hold
inspections does not modify the port
entry arrangements or requirements {if
any) of Governing International Fishery
Agreements or the notification
requirements of any other laws or
regulations of the United States.
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Subpart A—General Measures

§658.1 Purpose and scope

{a) The purpose of this part is to
implement the Fishery Management
Plan for the Shrimp Fishery of the Gulf
of Mexico, U.S. Waters, developed by
the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management
Council pursuant to the Fishery
Conservation and Management Act of
1476, as amended.

(b) The regulations in this Part govern
fishing for brown shrimp, white shrimp,
pink shrimp, royal red shrimp, seabobs,

"and rock shrimp by vessels of the
United States within that portion of the
Gulf of Mexico over which the United
States exercises exclusive fishery
management authority.

{c) Regulations governing foreign
fishing for royal red shrimp appear in 50
CFR Part 611. Appendix ! to § 611.20
contains the TALFF for royal red
shrimp. -

§ 658.2 Definitions

In addition to the definitions in the
Act, the terms used in this Part shall
have the following meanings:

Act means the Fishery Conservation
and Management Act of 1976, as
amended {16 U.S.C. 1801 ¢ seq.).

Assistant Administrator means the
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries,
I.ational Oceanic and Atmobpheric
Administration, Department of
Commerce., or an individual to whom
appropriate authority has been
delegated.

Authorized Officer means:

(a) Any commissioned, warrant, or
petty officer of the U.S. Coast Guard;

(L) Any certified enforcement officer
or special agent of the National Marine
Fisheries Service;

(c) Any officer designated by the head
of any Federal or State agency which
has entered into an agreement with the
Secretary and the Commandant of the
Coast Guard to enforce the provisions of
the Act: or ]

(d) Any U.S. Coast Guard personnel
accompanying and acting under the
direction of any person described in
paragraph (a) of this definition.

Center Director means the Center
Director. Southeast Fisheries Center,
National Marine Fisheries Service, 75
Virginia Beach Drive, Miami, Florida
33146, Telephone (305) 381-5761.

Catch, take, or harvest includes, but it

not limited to, any activity which results «

in bringing any shrimp on board a
vessel. :

Fishery Conservation Zone (FCZ)
means that area adjacent to the
territorial sea of the constituent States
of the United States which, except
where modified to accommodate

international boundaries, encompasses
all waters from the seaward boundary
of each of the coastal States to a line on
which each point is 200 nautical miles
from the baseline from which the
territorial sea of the United States is
measured.

Fishery Management Plan (FMP)
means the Fishery Management Plan for
the Shrimp Fishery of the Gulf of
Mexico, U.S. Waters, and any
amendments thereto.

Fishing means any activity, other than
scientific research conducted by a
scientific research vessel, which
involves:

{a) The catching, taking, or harvesting
of shrimp;

(b) The attempted catching, taking, or
harvesting of shrimp;

(c) Any other activity which can
reasonably be expected to result in the
catching, taking, or harvesting of shrimp;

(d) Any operations at sea in support
of, or in preparation for, any activity
described in paragraph (a}, (b}, or (c} of
this definition. .

Fishing vessel means any vessel, boa
ship, or other craft which is used for,
equipped to be used for, or of a type
which is normally used for:

(a) Fishing; or '

(b) Aiding or assisting one or more
vessels at sea in the performance of any
activity relating to fishing, including, but
not limited to, preparation. supply.
storage, refrigeration, transportation, or
processing.

Gulf of Mexico means geographic area
of authority of the Gulf of Mexico
Fishery Management Council..

Operator, with respect to any vessel,
means the master or other individual on
board and in charge of that vessel.

Owner, with respect to any vessel,
means:

(a} Any person who owns that vessel
in whole or in part;

(b) Any charterer of that vessel,
whether bareboat, time, or voyage:

(c) Any person who acts in the
capacity of a charterer, including, but
not limited to, parties to 8 management
agreement, operating agreement, or
other similar arrangement that bestows
control over the destination, function, or
operation of the vessel; or

(d) Any agent designated as such by
any person described in paragraph (a),
(b}, or {c) of this definition.

Person means any individual (whether
or not a citizen or national of the Untied
States), corporation, partnership,
association, or other entity (whether or
not organized or existing under the laws
of any State), and any Federal, State,
local, or foreign government, or any
entity of any such government.

Regional Director means the Regional
Director, Southeast Region. Duval
Building, 9450 Koger Boulevard, St.
Petersburg, Florida 33702, or a designee.

Shrimp means the following species:

Brown shrimp, Penaeus azlecus

White shrimp, P. setiferus

Pink shrimp, P. duorarum

Seabobs, Xiphopeneus koyeri

Rock shrimp, Sicyonia brevirostris

Royal red shrimp, Hymenopenaeus
robustus United States harvested
shrimp means shrimp caught, taken, ar
harvested by vessels of the United
States under this Part, whether or not
such shrimp is landed in the United
States.

Vessel of the United States means:

(a) A vessel documented or numbered
by the U.S. Coast Guard under United
States law: or

(b) Any vessel under five net tons
registered under the laws of any State.

§ 658.3 Relation to other laws.

(a) Persons affected by these
regulations should be aware that other
Federal and State statutes and
regulations may apply to their activities.

"(b} The regulations found in this Part
are intended to be compatible with
regulations pertaining to the Everglades
National Park in the State of Florida.
These regulations are found at 36 CFR
7.45 and 36 CFR 7.27.

{c) Certain responsibilities relating to
data collection and enforcement may be

_performed by authorized State

personnel in accordance with a
cooperative agreement entered into by
the State, the U.S. Coast Guard, and the
Secretary.

§ 658.4 Vessel permits and fees.

(a) General. No permit is required for
vessels of the United States fishing for
shrimp under this Part.

(b) Royal red shrimpers. During the
Texas closure, a vessel may fish for
royal red shrimp beyond the 100-fathom
curve in the area described in
§ 6858.24(a), if the vessel has on board a
letter of authorization signed by the
Regional Director. .

(c) Application for letter of
authorization. (1) By April 1, the owner
or operator of a vessel intending to {ish
for royal red shrimp during the Texas
closure shall submit a letter to the
Regional Director stating such intent
and including the following infcrmation:

{i) The name, mailing address,
including ZIP code, and telephone
number of the owner of the vessel;

(ii) The name of the vessel; and

(iii) The vessel's U.S. Coast Guard
documentation number or the vessel's
State registration number for vessels no
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methods of communicating between
vessels. including visual signals, may be
employed. The following signals
extracted from the International Code of
signals are among those which may be
used, and are included here for the
safety and information of fishing vessel
operators:

{1) “L" meaning "You should stop your
vessel instantly,”

(2) “SQ3" meaning ""You should stop
or heave to: | am going to board you,”

(3) "AA AA AA etc.” which is the call
to an unknown station, to which the
signaled vessel should respond by
illuminating the name or number
required by § 658.6, and

{4) “RYCY" meaning "You should
proceed at slow speed. a boat is coming
to you.”

(c) Boarding. A vessel signaled to stop
or neave 1o for boarding shall:

{1) Guard Channel 18, VHF-FM. if so
cquipped;

{2) Stop immediately and lay to or
maneuver in such a way as to permit the
Authorized Officer and his party to

_come aboard;

{3) Provide a safe ladder. if required,
for the Authorized Officer and his party:
{4) When necessary to facilitate the
bearding and/or when requested by an
Authorized Officer, provide a man rope

..r safety line; and

(5} Tuke such other actions as
necessary to ensure the safety of the
Authorized Officer and his party to
facilitate the boarding.

§658.9 Penaities

Any person or fishing vessel found to
be in violation of this Part is subject to.
the civil and criminal penalty provisions
and for{eiture provisions prescribed in
the Act, and to 50 CFR Parts 620
(Citations) and 621 {Civil Procedures).

Subpart B—Management Measures

§658.20 Fishing year

The fishing year for all species of
shrimp, except royal red shrimp, begins
on May 1 and ends on April 30. The
fishing vear for royal red shrimp begins
January 1 and ends December 31.

§ 658.21 Aliowablie levels of harvest

{(a) Catch quotas. The domestic quota
for royal red shrimp is 111.6 metric tons.
There is no domestic quota for other
species of shrimp.

(b} Territorial waters. These
regulations do not limit the harvest of
shrimp resources in waters landward of
the FCZ. However, harvest from these’
waters will be taken into account in the
calculation of the maximum sustainable
yield and optimum yield from the
fishery.

(c) Closure. When the domestic quoti
for royal red shrimp is reached. the
Regional Director shall close the fishery
by publishing & notice in the Federal
Register

§ 658.22 Tortugas shrimp sanctuary

The area commonly known as the
“Tortugas Shrimp Sanctuary,” off the
State of Florida. is closed to all fishing
for shrimp. The area is that part of the
fishery conservation zone shoreward of
the following line (see Figure 1):

Begin at the intersection of the Florida
territoriul sea with a line drawn between
point N (Coon Key Light. 25°52.9' N. lat.,
81°37.95' W. long.) and point F {24"50.7" N.
lat., 81°51.3° W. long.): thence proceed on 4
straight line to point F: thence proceed on a
straight line to point G (New Grounds Shoals
Light, 24°40.1° N. lat.. 82°26.7" W. long.);
thence proceed on a straight line to point [

(Rebecca Shoals Light, 24°34.7° N. lat., 82°35.1°

W. long.); thence proceed on a straight line lo
the intersection of the Florjda territorial sea
with a line drawn from point H to point P
{Murquesas Keys, approximately 24°35' N.
lat., 82°08' W. long.}. :
BILLING CODE 3510—22—M
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§ 658.23 Stone crab closure

(a) Area and season restrictions.
Between January 1 and May 20. the area
described in this paragraph is closed to
trawl gear, except as provided in
paragraph (b) of this section. The area is
that part of the fishery conservation
zone shoreward of the following line
{see Figure 2):

Begin at point B (26°18° N. lat., 81°58.5' W.
long.); thence proceed on a straight line to
point C (26°00° N. lat., 82°04° W. long.}): thence
proceed on a straight line to point D (25°09° N.
lat., 81°47.6° W. long.); thence proceed on a

" straight line to point E (24°54.5' N, lat.,

#1°50.5" W. long.); thence proceed on a
straight line to the intersection of the Florida
territorial sea with a line drawn between
point E and point M (24"41.9° N. lat.. 81'40.5°
W. long.).

{(b) Exception. Trawling for live bait
shrimp may be conducted shoreward of
the line specified in paragraph (a) of this
section. Live bait boats*must (1) have
live shrimp wells, (2) use gear other than
otter trawls, and (3) possess no more
than 5 pounds of dead shrimp at any
time. It shall be a rebuttable
presumption that any vessel not meeting
all the .«bove criteria is not engaged in
the bait shrimp fishery.

BILLING CODE 3510-22M
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§658.24 Texas ciosure.

{a) Area and season restrictions.
Between June 1 and July 15, the area
described in this paragraph is closed to
all fishing for shrimp, except as
permitted in § 858.4(b) for royal red
shrimp. The area is that part of the
fishery conservation zone off the State
of Texas west of a line beginning at
point A (29°32.1" N lat., 93°47.7° W long.)
and proceeding directly to point B
{26°11.4° N lat., 92°53' W long.] {see
Figure 3).

{L) Adjustment of dates. The Regional
Director may adjust the closing or
opening date by as much as 15 days, to
provide an earlier, later, or longer
closure: but the duration of the closure
may not exceed 60 days. nor be less
than 45 days.

(1) The Regional Director must base
an adjustment of the closing or opening
date on the following criteria: -

(i) Biological data collected by the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission
(TPWC]) and used to predict when
brown shrimp in the central and

. - northern bays of Texas will reach a total
“length of 80 to 90 mm:

(i) The strength of outgoing tides at
the time predicted under paragraph
(1)(1)(i} of this section: and

(iii) Other biological data relevant to
{ ¢ timing or duration of the closure.

(2) The Regianal Director, after *
consulling with the TPWC, may adjust
the closing or opening date by issuing a
field order. The order will specify the
adjusted date and the reasons for the
adjustment,

{3) A field order advancing the closing
date or delaying the opening date must
have been available to the public for 72
hours before its effective date. A field
order delaying the closing date or
advancing the opening date must have
been available to the public for 24 hours
before its effective date.

(4) A field order may be made
available to the public by any of the
following methods:

(i} Procedures customarily used by the
TPWC for posting and publicizing

‘similar notices of opening or closure;

(ii) Publication of a notice in a
newspaper of major circulation in each
of the following cities: Brownsville, TX:
Aransas Pass, TX: Galveston, TX;
Corpus Christi, TX: Freeport, TX: Port
Arthur, TX: Cameron, LA; and Morgan
City., LA:

(iii) Notification of shrimp fishery
organizations in all the States bordering
the Gulf of Mexico;

(iv) Broadcast of a notice at time

- intervals. channels. and frequencies

customarily used by the TPWC to

broadcast similar notices of opening or
closure.

§658.25 Size restrictions.

There are no minimum size
requirements forshrimp harvested in the
fishery conservation zone.

BILLING CODE 3510-22-M



