
resolve. Problem. 1.2. and 4 require
State administrative and legislative
actions. Problems 3 and 7 require
Council coordination with governmental
entities and the fishing Industry.
ProblemS requires Federal action in
cooperation with the Council and the
assistance of the operators of shrimp
fishing vessels. These problems and
their proposed solutions are Identifiedbelow.

1. Differences among user groups as to
areas and sizes at which shrimp ww to
be harvested The FIW establishes a
permanent closure to trawl fishing of an
area off the State of Florida to protect
small pink shrimp and a seasonal
closure off the State of Texas to protect
small brown shrimp. Both require
Federal regulation In the fishery
conservation zone (PCZ) to implement
the closures in cooperation with the
respective States.

The Council recommends that the
States establish State sanctuaries in
shrimp nursery areas under State
jurisdiction to protect small shrimp.

2. The wastujizi discoidofsmall
shrimpatse The Council recommendsIImin.tjon of State restrictions on
Landing of small shrimp kaken during
open seasons In open areas to lnmeasethe overall yield from the resource and-the economic returns to the shrimp
fishermen.

3. Contimth,g decline in th. quality
• and quantity ofshrimp habitat. The
Council established a committee to
review end assess the status of shrimphabitat and Interact with Federal andState agencies to promote habitat
protection and abatement and control ofpollution.

4. Lack ofcomprehensive and
coordinated mancgement ofshrimp
iesaurms throughout their range. The
Council recommends the Gull States
adopt shrimp management procedures
that provide for adjustment of seasonalState closures by State administrativeaction. ‘lii. Council recommends the
Gull States adopt procedures to allow
Joint management with other States andthe National Mazrne Fisheries Service toreduce disputes among user,,.reducewaste of shrimp, and facilitate
enforcement.

5. Canflicta with other fisheries. TheFMP Includes the seasonal closure of aportion of fishing grounds off Florida toavoid conflict between the shrimp andstone crab fishermen. This closure iscurrently In effect under regulations
lmplementing.the Fishery ManagementPlan for the Stone Crab Fishery of the
Gulf of Mexico.

Incidental capture of sea turtles.

•1/ Rules and Regulations

The area closures established by theFMP provide direct and coincidentalbenefits for sea turtles that are caughtincidentally during shrimp fishing. Also.the Council recommends that an
educational program be Implemented bythe National Marine Fisheries Service toInform shrimp fisherman about propermethods of resuscitation and return tothe ea of sea turtles.

7. Loss oflishfzzg gear andgroundsdue to manmade zmdenvatar
obstructions. The Council established acommittee to reduce, where feasible, theloss of offshore fishable grounds bymonitoring and reviewing the
construction of offshore reef. with
special attention to the needs of shrimpfishermen.

8. Partial lack of doth neededformanagement. The Council recommendsa mandatory reporting system for
obtalning.data from the harvesting andprocessing sectors that are needed farmanagement of the fishery. Only a
portion of shrimp fishermen, dealers.and processors are to be selected forreporting to reduce the user reportingburden. This system is being preparedand Is to be lmplementedwhen theforms and procedures are completedand approved.

c. The Management Regime.

1. Optimum Yields. Opt4mmn yield(OY) is a concept that depends on thebiological, economic, and social
characteristics of a fishery. In tacit
fishery management plans. OY is
specified as an upper limit on the
quantity of fish harvested during aspecified time period, or as the amountof fish ci excess of a rmninium size (suchas carapace length for shellfish). TheCouncil determined that specifying afixed quota or an amount dependent onthe quantity of a legal-sized catch wasnot appropriate for controlling theharvest in the shrimp fishery.

The growth rate, size of shrimp atharvest, and varying preference, ofprocessors are special factors in
specifying that OY. Shrimp resources inthe Gulf of Mexico have a life
expectancy of less than one year. andtherefore provide an annual crop. Thesize of the annual crop Is determined byearly spring environmental conditions,such as temperature and salinity in theestuarine nursery waters. The level ofcatch in one year does not affect the sizeof the stock in the following year. Sinceshrimp are an annual crop. the yield andvalue depend on whether they are
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• Shrimp psi1ery of the Gulf of Mexico
AGENCY NationS1Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
DOC.
ACTION: Final ruiB.

SUMUARV NOAA issues final
regulations for shrimp fishing In the Gulf
of Mexico. These regulations implement
the Fishery Management Plan for the
Shrimp Fishery of the Gull of Mexico.
The intended effect of these regulations
is to encourage harvest of larger and
more valuable shrimp.
EFFEC11VI OAThi May 15, 1981.
*ooeessem A copy of the Regulatory
Impact Review may be obtained from
Mr. Harold Ailen. Acting Regional
Director. Southeast Region. National
Marine Fisheries Service, 9450 Koger
Boulevard, St. Petersburg, Florida 33702.
FCC JThhC INFOIAT)ON CO5ITAC1
Mr. Harold’Ailen. 813-3-3141..
SUPPLESSSNTACV INFOaMA11ON: These
regulations Implement the Fishery /
Management Plan for the Shrimp
Fishery of the Gulf of Mexico (FMP).
The Secretary of Commerce approved
the FMP and puhhfhed on November?,
1980, a proposed ruivnkiug for a
comment period “‘dIng January 1. 1961
(45 FR 74178). On January 22.1961. the
comment period wu extended until
January 31. 1981.

- -

a. Background
The notice published on November?,

1980 contained information an the
shrimp fishery and Its economic value,
and specified Loss of habitat as the chiefthreat to continuance of the major
species of shrimp (brown, white, and
pink). There Is no current evidence of
overfishing on any species of shrimp.

The notice also described the
minimum legal sizes of shrimp which
may be caught and landed under
different regulations established by GulfCoast States. Small shrimp are culledfrom the catch and discarded because ofthe States’ size limits. The notice also
described the categories of vessels inthe Gull shrimp fishery and the variousfisheries In which shrimp are harvested.

b. Probeims in the Fishery
The FMP was prepared by the Gulf ofMexico Fishery Management Council(Council) and identified eight problems-affecting the shrimp fishery whichrequire both Federal regulation andState and Federal actions. Problems 1. 5.and 8 require Federal regulations to
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caught early or late In their period of
growth.

The catch is also influenced by
market conditions and by State and
Federal regulatory regimes. Slate
regulations set open seasons, open
areas, and minimum sizes of shrimp
designed to provide the processing
industry within a State its preferred size
of shrimp. Louisiana processors need
small shrimp for canning, while Florida
and Texas processors prefer larger
shrimp as fresh or frozen products. A
State may use a closed season to protect
small shrimp until they attain the size
considered acceptable by the processing
industry of that State. Thus, the State of
Texas closes the waters of the Gulf of
Mexico under its jurisdiction (zero to
nine miles off its coast) for a period at
45 to 60 days each year while small
brown shrimp are in that area. However,
some small shrimp move beyond that-
area into the fishery conservation zone
(FCZ] before the dosed season is over.
The State of Florida prohibited shrimp
fishing in the Tortugas Shrimp
Sanctuary, an area in which pink shrimp
are generally less than the minimum
legal size in Florida. Because of
modification of the seaward boundary
of Florida’s fishery jurisdiction. Florida
no longer has complete jurisdiction over
this nursey area, part of which Is now in
the FCZ.

In specifying OY for shrimp, the
Council wanted to supplement State
closure laws to encourage the catch of.
larger shrimp in some areas of the F.
The Council did not close the entire FCZ
during the fast-growth period, In
recognition of the preference.for smaller
shrimp by Louisiana canners and the
Louisiana. Alabama, and Mississippi
shrimpers who supply them. The Council
rejected the option of extending State
minimum-size laws, because It
considered the culling of imdersized
shrimp a wasteful and Inefficient
practice.

In the shrimp FMP, then, the OY Is
defined as the amount of shrimp that
can be caught under recommended State
management measures and under the
regulations implementing the FMP. That
amount is expected to be larger in terms
of poundage and total value than in the
absence of Federal regulations. It will
also produce an optimal mix of large
and small shrimp.

Another way of expressing the OY is
the actual catch that can be taken each
year during open seasons In open areas
with existing fishing gear and technolgy.
It is not a quota or minimum size limit.
The amount harvested will be.
determined by biological conditions, and
by the fishing effort of the existing
shrimp fleet in response to market and

other economic conditions under the
regulatory regimes established by State
and Federal governments. The
anticipated economic benefits of this OT
on an annual basis are an Increased
yield of shrimp 013.7 million pounds
with a dockside value of $11.5 million.

The OY for royal red shrimp was
specified as a fixed annual quota.
because it is a longer-lived species.

• Optimum yield Is equal to maximum
sustainable yield (177.8 metric tons
(tails)).

2. Area CTogurea. The FMP establishes
a permanent closure to trawl fishing for
shrimp In an area off the State of Florida
known. as the 7ortugas Shrimp
Sanctuary” to protect small pink shrimp
until most have reached a size larger
than 69 shrimp tails to the pound. This
measure prohibits all shrimp trawling by
U.S. vessels within the proposed -

Sanctuary.
A closure to trawl fishing for shrimp

in the FCZ off the State of Texas for a
45-day period (normally June 1 through
July 15) to protect small brown shrimp Is
also established. This controversial
closure, which Is a ‘1rial measure,” Is
expected to benefit the shrimp industry.

The State of Texas traditionally doses
Its nme-nsuticaj-mile State waters to -

shrimp fishing for a 45-day period.....
during which brown shrimp generally
are smaller than the size of 39 whole
shrimp to the pound. The purpose Is to
allow for further growth that will
Increase the weight and value of the
harvest when the area Is reopened..

The State measure has not been
completely effective because small -

shrimp move beyond State jurisdiction
Into the FCZ and because many shrimp
vessels are alleged to enter State waters
at night when most brown shrimp
fishing occurs. Many small shrimp are
taken which, because of the Texas size
limit, cannot be landed in Texas and are
culled from the catch and discarded.

Six Council members filed two
minority reports stating their opposition
to the Texas dosure The statements
cite the importance of Texas eliminating
its size limitation and the possible
adverse impact of the closure on
Loan.j.ng shrimp fishermen. Louisiana
shrimp fishermen protested that more
vessels will move to the Louisiana coast
during the 45-day period of the closure.

The Council believes that the
cooperative Texas closure (see 50 R
§ 658.24, Figure 3) will result In an
increase In exvessel value of at least
$8.1 million (rather than the ‘.1 million
published on November 7). Because this
is a trial measure, the Council will study
the effect of the Texas closure on
fishermen from all States and consider
alternatives which would prevent undue

adverse Impact. A baseline study
comparing the 1980 season (closure of
Texas waters only) and the 1981 season
(cooperative closure of both fishery
conservation zone (FCZ) and Texas
waters) will assist the Council In this
evaluation. Provision is made for
adjusting the normal closure dates of
June 1 to July 15 by as much as 15 days.
The Regional Director, Southeast
Region. National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFSJ. must base the
adjustment on certain biological and
ecological data.

The FMP also Incorporates the
seasonal4osure of a portion of the
Tortugas shrimp grounds an the west
coast of Florida to prevent damage to
stone crab gear and Increase the size
and value of shrimp harvested outside
the line.

3. Sea Turtles. The actions
Implemented through the FMP are not
likely to jeopardize species listed on the
Federal endangered species list or to
adversely affect their habitat
Implementation of closure recommended
by the FMP will have direct and
coincidental benefits for sea turtles by
reducting the level of mortality.

4. Data Reporting. Better information
is needed for effective management of.
this valuable fishery. Because of.the.
complex and diverse nature of. the
commercial and recreational shrimp
fisheries, the cost of obtaining specific
biological, environmental, social, and -

economic Information from each user
would be prohibitively high. Therefore,
the FMP recommends that NMFS
develop a system specifying which
methods should be used to collect
representative samples that will be
comparable and reduce sampling error.
The Director of the Southeast Fisheries
Center, NMFS. will determine the
number of shrimp fishermen, dealers,
and processors who will be required to
keep records and report, based on the
data required for specific management
needs. When only.a portion of such
individuals are needed to provide
Information, the Center Director will
select those individuals through use of
standard statistical sampling
procedures.

Because this system has not been
completely developed and forms not yet
prepared, the final regulations reserve
Section 658.5: It is anticipated that the
mandatory reporting system will be
reproposed as soon as sampling
procedures and reporting forms are
developed and approved. The forms wilJ
be submitted to the Office of
Management and Budget for clearance
under sectIon 3507 of the Paperwork
Reduction Act. Pub. L. 96-511. Until such
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tme. current methods of data collection
based on port agent contact with dealers
and fishermen will be used.

5. Permits. No permit is required for
vessels of the United States fishing for
shrimp in the FCZ.

8. Foreign Fishing. A surplus of royal
red shrimp of 86.2 mt is identified In the
FMP and is made available for foreign
fishing.

7. Jurisdiction. The shrimp regulations
apply only in the Gull of Mexico
Council’s area of authority. Both the.
northern and eastern boundaries of this
area have been, subject to dispute.

The boundary line separating the
geographic areas of authority of the Gulf
of Mexico and the South Atlantic
Fishery Management Councila has been
settled only recently. NOAA had
originally set the boundary as an
eastward extension of the line dividing
Dade and Monroe counties off the east
coast of Horida. That boundary was
based on a legal opinion that fishery
management considerations could be
taken into account In establishing the
dividing line.

In a legal opinion to NOAA. the
Department of Justice stated that the
boundary line should be based only
upon geographical factors. In response
to that opinion. NOAA has proposed.
that the boundary line dividing the Gulf
of.Mexico from the Atlantic, which wee
accepted by the United States.Supeme
Court In United States v. Florida. -

separates the areas of authority of the..
two Councils. Proposed regulations to.
establish that boundary were published
at45R56832. .-

The jurisdiction over certain waters.
off the States of Alabama and
Mississippi is in litigation between thoae
States and the ‘ederaL Govermapint
These include four enclaves In.
Mississippi Sound between the three.
male line drawn from the mainland andthe three-mile line drawn around the
barrier islands, and some “wingtlps”
between the barrier islands. The Justice
Department and the States are trying to
negotiate a stipulation that the shrimpFMP will not be enforced in those
disputed waters during 1981. Alabamahas accepted that stipulation. Because
Promulgation of these regulations will
lot affect resolution of the jurisdictional
dispute, the Asslstaiit Administrator forFisheries, NOAA (Assistant
Admunjsti.ator), has denied the State ofAlabama’s request to postpone
Implementation of the FMP and
Alabama’s and MlssIipp1’5requests tohold a hearing on the regulations.

None of the disputed enclaves is part‘if the closed areas prescribed by theMP. Nonenforcement of the FMP In the.

enclaves would not interfere with
attaining the FMP’s objectives.

d. Response to Comments
1. Comments on the F.”vlP l’ortugas

Shrimp Sanctuary. One organization
requested that the proposed boundaries
of the Tortugas Shrimp Sanctuary be
change to exclude waters landward of
“Point F (see 50 GR 658.22. FIgure 1).
This organization had proposed the
“Key West Plan’ In hearings on the
draft FMP. In the final FMP, the Council
modified the line proposed in the draft
FMP to exclude deeper waters
contnining larger shrimp, as the
commenters requested. The Council
declined. however, to move the line as
far landward as the organization
wanted, because smaller shrimp are
found in these shallower waters.
Texas closure

Many commenters supported the
Texas closure. AU but one of those in
favor of the closure were from Texas,
although some commenters irma Texas
opposed the closure. The primary reason
for supporting the closure was to
enhance harvest of brown shrimp at an
optimal commercial size.

Many of the commanters opposed to
the Texas closure reiterated concerns
expressed during development and
review of the.FMP. These comments are
treated in the F’?ivW, the final
Environmental Impact Statement and In
the preamble to the proposed
rnlnvn-k’ng. Specific new points raised
by opponents of the Texan closure are
set out In this section.

Two conn’nters questioned the
FMP’s Inclusion of dat. published in
1984 showIng the natural mortality rate
per week of brown shrimp to be 0.21
(Table I-4 at 45 FR 74288). They
compared that Information with the
analysis of the impact of the Texas
closure on welght’and value of brown
shrimp at various rates of natural
mortality (Tables 8.3-3 and 8.3-4 at 45
FR 74290). At a rate of 0.05, the weight of
brown and white shrimp Increases by
2.7 millIon pounds (tails) and the value.
increases by $9.2 million. At a rate of
0.20. however, the weight’ decreases by
1.7 million pounds and the value
decreases by .3 million.

The Council implicitly rejected the’
1904 data contained in Table 4.1-4(45
FR 74268, see discussion In FMP at 45 FR
74297]. The values accepted by the
Council (2.1 million pounds and $8.1
million) ‘are based on unpublished data

“the F!bW at 4SFR 747 estimate. the e,c,essef
value of the In’eai.d brown ..Wimp Iandln5sa.
V.1 tnAthoa There waa a mathematical eriw Ia

provided by Louisiana State University.
under contract with the Council. that the
natural mortality rate of brown shrimp
is 0,05. The Southeast Fisheries Center
has verified that the rate is between
0.025 and 0.075 based on recently
available information. Two. new studies
show that the net increase in value.
even at mortality rates around 0.1.
would be $4-S million.

One commenter disputed the rationale
underlying the Texas closure, that
increase In size corresponds to Increase
in price. He believes the closure may
disrupt the current market for a variety
of sizes of shrimp and lead to an
oversupply of large shrimp, which are
subject to greater price flexibility. The
Council acknowledges that prices for
large shrimp are more elastic than those
for small shrimp; the Regulatory impact
Review takes account of the effect on
price of the increased supply of larger
shrimp. In general. however, Larger
shrimp command higher prices. The FMP
Is designed to preserve an adequate
supply of smaller shrimp by keeping
open the FCZ off Louisiana. Mississippi.
and Alabama. and urging all States to
repeal their count laws so that smaller
shrimp may be landed, and not be
discarded.

Other commenters complained that.
the Council’s Scientific and Statistical
Committee did not evaluate the Texas
closure. The Committee. met twice to
consider proposed management
measures, but the proposal to close the
Texas FCZ had not been prepared prior
to those meetings. As soon as the Texas
closure material was available, it was
sent with the entire FMP to Committee
members forzevlew only one or two
comments were received. The Council
approved the FMP before the next
meeting of the Committee. but
Committee members did.have an
opportunity to comment prior to Council
approval.

Several commeuters alleged that the
Texas closure violates several of the
national standards in Section 301(a) of
the Magnuson Act (18 U.S.C 1801 et
seq.) National Standard I is met because
the Council has determined the “greatest
overall benefit to the Nation” will result
from an “optimum yield” that provides a
mix of small shrimp preferred by
canners and large shrimp preferred by
freezer processors.

The measure does not violate
National Standard 4. It does not
discriminate among residents of
different States; no one may shrimp In
the FCZ off Texas during the closure.

e.ttmete at .05 nortaUty taRt nilUon
(.3÷LI-. 17.1).aaaa.nunibea, from Table a.3— the correc
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and residents of any State may benefit
from fishing there after the closure. The
closure is not en allocation of fishing
privileges because It Is not a direct
distribution of privileges among discrete
classes of fishermen. It has conservation
purposes as well as economic
motivations, suit does not violate
National Standard 5.

National Standard 7 Is not violated
because the closure improves the
enforceability, of the State closure. The
enforcement and compliance costs of
the measure are outweighted by the
increased value to the industry of the
larger shrimp. One commenter raised
the possibility that royal red shrimpers
allowed outside the 100-fathom curve
during the closure might actually fish for
brown shrimp within the 20-fathom
zone. A letter from the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department refuted that
possibility; the areas are at least 30
miles apart, and the State has radar-
detection capabilities In the 20-fathom
zone.

Two commenters were concerned
about the monitoring system that N?fPS
will use to evaluate effects of the
closure on fishermen in Louisiana,
Mississippi. and Alabama. The
Southeast Fisheries Center
acknowledges that each segment of data
alone will not establish a cause-end-
effect relationship, but the entirety of
the analysis should allow the Council to
judge whether the closure has- -

unexpected adverse effects on the small
shrimp segment of the fishery. The
Council is currently preparing an
amendment to the FMP which would
allow modification or removal of the
closure in 1982 or subsequent years.
depending on results of the monitoring.
The data collection system will be
expanded this year to cover fishermen
from Alabama and Mississippi as well
as Louisiana.

Sea Turtles
Two commenterS requested that

Management Measure 8 (see FMP. 45 FR
74190) be revised to provide additional
protection for sea turtles by requiring
mandatory excluder devices in shrimp
trawls. The FMP supports research
efforts to develop turtle excluder
mechanisms. which would be required
under the turtle recovery plan
administered by NMFS. As yet.
however, excluder gear has not been
commerically proven in the Gulf.

Groundfish

Other commenters suggested
m,anagement measures designed to
reduce the incidental catch of finfish In
shrimp trawls.- or to encourage
development of markets for this

Incidental catch. The Council Is now
developing a groundflsh plan which
Contains these proposed measures.

One commenter requested that there
be research programs addressing the
destruction of seagrass beds by bottom
bawls and the extent of harvest by
recreational shrimpers in estuaries and
enclosed areas. Data relating to shrimp
fishery activities In State waters, which
are obtained by the States and other
sources, are utilized by NMFS in
assessing the impact on habitat of users
of the resource. Management Measure 4

of the FM]’ and the above “data
reporting” section encourage this sort of
research.

2. Comments on the Regulations.

General
The State, of Alabama and

Mississippi expressed concern over
Implementation of the Fl’vfP In waters
that are currently disputed between
those States and the United States. This
problem Is addressed above, In it 7 of
the management regune.

The description and approximate
acreage of the Flower Garden Banks
dosed to foreign fifhlng differs between
the proposed and finsl rulnaking..
Corrections were made to comply with
proposed marine sanctuary descriptions
(45 FR 43205).

Section 658.4

dismissed, but the plaintiff has
appealed. The Assistant Administrator
has determined not to delay

• implementation pending final resolution
of the litigation. but the final regulations
reserve this section (see Item 4 of the
management regime).

Sections 858.22 and 85&24

One commenter requested that
H 858.22 and 658.24 be changed to
apply only to those who participate in a
directed fishery for shrimp, and that
those who catch shrimp Incidental to
fishing for other species should not be
prohibited from fishing. The commenter
further requested that * 858.7(b) be
changed to conform to this Intent. hr
addition, he requested that those taking
shrimp as an Incidental catch to finfish

- be permitted to retain the shrimp.
The final regulation. prohibit sU

trawling in the. closed areas except for
royal red shrimp seaward of the 100.
fathom depth contour. A provision
distinguishing between bawling for
species of shrimp other than royal red
shrimp and bawling for other species
would be too hard to enforce. A.
prohibition of all trawling except for
royal red shrimp in dosed areas I not
inconsistent with the management
measures In the FMP end Is not
expected to have any serious effect In
other trawl fisheries.

‘flues cornmenters wanted to Improve
enforceability of the closed-area
provisions by prohibiting possession of
trawl gear above deck on vessel, In the

• dosed areas. This suggestion was
rejected as too harsh a measure, as It 1.

• quite difficult to dismantle the gear and
store It below deck.

The Coast Guard requested that the
word “approximately” be deleted from
the geographic description of the
Tortugas Shrimp Sanctuary line. Section
658.22 was rewritten in response to this
comment.

One commenter suggested that the
terminology In the proposed regulations
referencing depth contours be made
consistent to read ‘00.fathom depth
contour.” ‘That change was made’ in

811.82(b).
In the proposed regulations, 658.4(b),

(c), and (d) required a vessel intending
to fish forroyal red shrimp during the’
Texas closure in the area otherwise
dosed to trawl fishing to have on board
a latter of authorization signed by the
Regional Director. In order to reduce the
Federal paperwork burden for
individuals and small business and to
carry-out the intent of the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1960. the requirement
to have a letter of authorization before
fishing for royal red shrimp seaward of
the 100-fathom depth contour off Texas
Is not implemented as a final rule.

Section 858.5

In the proposed reguLations, 1 858.5
required all dealers and processors to
provide certain information to NMFS.
One commenter requested that
implementation of this provision be
delayed, pending the outcome of a
lawsuit challenging similar regulations
In another fishery. That suit has been

Section 658.23

The Gulf of Mexico Council suggested
that I 658.23(b) titled ‘Exceptlon” In the
proposed regulations be deleted,
because this provision conflicted with
the FMP. The final regulations do not
contain this exception, and thus prohibit
live bait fishing within the stone crab
dosed area between January 1 and May
20. The Council will amend the si one
crab plan to make It consistent with this
FMP.

Section 858.28

The Council also requested that the
regulations provide a mechanism to
allow scientific research activities by
commercial fishing vessels in areas
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closed to shrimp fishing. The final
regulations contain a new section.

658.26. which provides for
authorization by the Regional Director
of such activities.

Other Matters
The Assistant Administrator, after

considering all comments received on
the FMP and proposed regulations, has
determined that the FMP and the final
regulations comply with the national
standards, other provision, of the
Magnuson Act. and other applicable
law.

The adoption and implementation of
the FMP Is a major Federal action that
will have e significant impact on the
quality of the human ‘environment
Under the National Environmental
Policy Act and NOAA DirectIve 02-10. a
draft environmental Impactetatement
was filed with the Environmental
Protection Agency. The notice of
availability was published on November
8.1979(44 FR 04114). The final
environmental Impact statement was
filed and the notice of availability was
published on Mareh 13,1981(46 FR
16720).

The final shrimp regulatidns are not
subject to the provisions of the
Regulatory Flexibility Act. The
provisions, of this Act apply only to rule,
for which a notice of proposed
rulemaking was Issued on or after
Tanuary 1.1981. The proposed rules for

• shrimp were published on November 7,
1980.

The NOAA Acting Administrator has
determined that these regulations are
not a major rule under Executive Order

• 12291. A Regulatory Impact Review has.
been prepared which analyzes the
expected benefits and costs of the
regulatory action. The review supports

• the determination that the final
regulations will not likely result man
annual effect on the economy of $100
million or more a ma’or Increas, In
costs or prices for consumers, the
shrimp industry, government agencies,
or geographic regions: or have
significant adverse effects on
competition. employment. investment.
productivity, innovation. or on the
ability of U.S.-based enterprises to
compete with foreign-based enterprises
In domestic or export markets. There are

• Increases expected in shrimp landings
and shrimp vessel productivity in the
Gulf of Mexico. as well as an increase In
Federal costs of management No
significant change is expected with
regard to the other Identified factors.

The Assistant Administrator has
determined that the full 30-day period of
delayed effectiveness required under the
Administrative Procedures Act Is

unnecessary and contrary to the public
Interest. The closure of the FCZ (9-200
miles) off the State of Texas I intended
to occur concurrently with the closure of
the State waters (0-9 miles) by the State
of Texas. The State closure usually
occurs from fUne 1 through luly 15.
Because of the unusually warm weather
In the northern Gulf of Mexico this
spring, the shrimp in the bays and
estuaries are expected to reach 90 mm
at an earlier date than usual. The State
àf Texas Is expected to close its waters
on May 22 and the FCZ off Texas must
be dosed to shrimp fishing at the same
time to achieve the anticipated benefits
of $8.1 million in increased value by
harvesting larger shrimp after the
expiration of the closed season.

Dated: May IS, 1581.
Te’-”--ll. -.

As.istantAdariniaantorforFjsheriee.
NatioswlMarine FZgheneu Service,

50 R Parts 611 and 668 are ammded
as follows:

1. The authority citation for Parts 611
and 688 reads as follows:

Authadtyi iS U.S.C. 1801 at seq.

PART 611—FOREIGN FISHING

2. In Part 811. Subpart D’ls amended
by revising * 6i1. including the
caption and by adding new’ fi 811.Ot
and 611.82 as follows:.

Subpart O-Aftent Cbbem an
Gulf of Mexico

§811.80 Geeerprevlaleea.
(a) Purpose. This subpart regulates:
(1) All foreign fishing conducted under

a Governing International Fishery
Agreement (GIPA) within the fishery
conservation zone (FCZ) in the Atlantic
Ocean south of 300’ N. latitude, in the
Gulf of Mexico. and in the Caribbean
See: and

(2) All foreign longlina fishing
conducted under a GIFA which Involves
the catthlng of any species of blilfishes.
sharks, or other fish in the FCZ In the
Atlantic Ocean. Gulf of Mex1c and
Caribbean Sea.

(b) Authorized fishery. (1)
Allocation,. Foreign vessels may engage
In fishing only in accordance with
applicable national allocations.

(2) TALfl’. The TALFFs are set forth
In Appendix 1 to 811.20.

(3) Permitted fishing. Foreign fishing
authorized under this subpart may be
conducted only during the seasons, In
the open areas, and with the gear
specified hi § 611.81 and 611.62.

(c) Prohibited species. (1) All species
of fish over which the United States
exercises exclusive fishery management
authority and for which there Is no

applicable allocation are prohibited
species and shall be treated in
accordance with * 811.13. Fish caught In
excess of an applicable national
allocation are prohibited species.

(2) As a means of rebutting the
presumption of § 611.13(c), a vessel may
store all prohibited species caught
outside the FCZ In a separate part of the
hold that can be sealed. and may have
its holds Inspected and sealed before
commencing fishing in the FCZ. Seals
affixed during such inspection shall be
maintained in an unbroken condition
during the time the fishing vessel is In
the FCZ. Such Inspections may be
obtained at Venice or New Orleans. La..
Key West. Pta.. Mayaguez, P.R.. or
Norfolk. Va.. upon 48 hours advance
notification to: Regional Director.
Southeast Region. National Marine
Fisheries Service, Duval BuIlding. 9450
Koger Boulevard, St. Petersburg, Pta.
33702 Telephons: 813-893—3141.

(3) AddItional ports for hold
inspection may be arranged with the
Regional Director.

(4) The designation of ports for hold
Inspections does not modify the port
entry arrangements or requirements (If
any) of GIFAs or the notification

- requirements of any other laws or
• regulations of the United States.

• (dJ Open area. Except for the closed
area set forth in paragraph (e) of this
section, and paragraph 611.82(b), loreign
fishing authorized under this subpart
may be conducted In that portion of the
FCZ In the Atlantic Ocean. Gulf of
Mexico. and Caribbean Sea beyond 12
nautical miles from the baseline used to
measure the U.S. territorial sea..

(e) Closed area. The area known as
East and West Flower Garden Banks is
dosed to foreign fishing. The Flower
Garden Banks are located In the Gulf of
Mexico approximately 110 nautical
miles southeast of Galveston. Texas.
and 120 nautical miles south of
Cameron. Louisiana. The area encloses
a proposed national marine sanctuary.
which consists of approximately 257
square nautical miles and comprises the
waters overlaying and surrounding
those banks to a distance of 4 nautical
miles from the 100 meter isobath of each
bank. Th boundary of the closed area is
described by rhumb lines connecting the
following points:

pa — —

I________________ 2r4a5’N arsrw.
2 25êO’N__________
3 , a’04014
4 27’5I fiN

___________

gs’m•o•w.
S 2747014 s345.5’W.
a 2r4e5’N_.....,..,.... m5?.o’w.
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611.61 AtlantIc bWfi*t and sflara
fishery.

(a) Puipose. This section regulates all
foreign fishing conducted under a GIFA
which involves the catr4tlng of any
species of billfish or sharks in the FCZ
in the Atlantic Ocean. Gulf of Mexico, or
Caribbean Sea.

(b) Open season and closures. Foreign
fishing under this section may be
conducted throughout the year. except
that any retention of sharks shall
terminate when the applicable national
allocation has been reached. The
closure provisions of 1 611.15(a) do not
apply to this section.

(c) Prohibited species. Unless
otherwise 8peclflcally Instructed by a
U.S. observer or Authorized Officer, all
blilfish and all prohibited sharks must
be released by cutting the line (or by
other appropriate means) without
removing the fish from the water.

(d) Gear restziciians. Foreign vessels
participating In a directed fishery for
sharks mustuse a minimum sized hook
of? inches shank length and 2.5 Inches
gap (distance between tip and shank)
when fishing inside the i00.fathom
depth contour. There Is no hook size
restriction seaward of the 100-fathom
depth contour. -.

(e) Statistical reporting. (1) In addition
to the requirements of 611* a vessel
of a nation with an applicable allocation
shall submit the following additional
quarterly reports:

(I) Catch and effort data. summarized
weekly by one degree square.,
containing the following infornzatlomu

(A) Number of hooks sat. -

(B) Number of sharks caught under
allocation.

(C) Number of prohibited species (by
species code from Appendix I to 4611.9)
caught and released.

(D) Number of prohibited species (by
species code) released alive.

(ii) Summary of vessel activities
containing the following Informatiom

(A) Permit number of each vessel
fishing.

(B) For each successive day of the’
reporting period, the noon-day location
(within 0.1 degree of latitude and
longitude) of each vessel in the fishery.

(2) Avessel of a nation with no
applicable allocation is exempt from the
requirements of I 611.9 (d) and (e), but
shall provide the reports required by
1 811.9 (1) and (g). when applicable. In
addition. a vessel of a nation with no
applicable allocation shall submit the
quarterly reports described In paragraph
(e)(1)(i)(A). (C). and (D), only, and
(e)(lflhi) of this section.

(3) The quarterly reports required by
paragraphs (e)(1) and (2) of this section
shall be submitted not later than 60 days

from the end of the quarter for which the
report Is being made, to: Director.
Southeast Fisheries Center, National
Marine Fisheries Service. 75 Virginia
Beech Drive, Miami, Florida 33149.
Telephons: 305-361—5761.

* 611.62 oyal red shrimp fishery.
(a) Pwposa This section regulates all..

foreign fishing conducted under aGWA
which Involves the catching of royal red
shrimp In the FCZ of the Gulf of Mexico.

(b) Closed amos. Fishing by foreign
vessels for royal red shrimp Is
prohibited in depths less than 100
fathoms.

(c) Gear restrictions. No foreign-
vessel may use gear other than trawl’’
gear to fish for royal red shrimp, except
as specifically authorized in writing by
the Regional Director.

3. Appe xl. sectionA to 600?R
611.9. Ii amended by adding an entry far
royal red shrimp, as follows:

)611J Reposla id maorr5iedp’i9,
a a a • .

Appendix I—Spades Codes.

A. Atlantic Ocean Fishes (Including
the Gulf of Mexico)

C Ieb

. a a . at

-

me 10 1
. .

7.50 OiR is amended by adding new
Part 658 to read as follows:

PART 658—SHRIMP FISHERY OF THE
GULF OF MEXICO

658.1 Purpose end scope.
858.2 Definitions.
658.3 Relation to other law..
658.4 Vessel.. permits, and fees.
858.5 Recordkeeplng and reporting.

[Reserved)

statistical area C and of Figure 4 as
follows:
• . • a a

Appendix fl—Area Codes
a a a a a

C. Gulf of Mexico, and Atlantic fisheries
for billflsh and sharks.
• . • a a

Figure 4—Gulf of Mexico. and
Atlantic fisheries for billflsh and sharks.
• • a • •

& Appendix P1 to 50 CFR 611.9, is
amended by adding an entry for Royal
Red Shrimp as follows:

Appedh P1—Weekly catch repami
• a a a a

0. Submission Instructions
1. •

n., ,

—

•. . . . •
s md ,S
._ •C.

TIiai.. 6e7S
w —

..

611.20 Toed a8owabe level al 1areln

• a • • a

Appeedix I—Optimum yield (OY),
domestic annual harvest (DAN), domestic
annual processing (DAP). joint venture
processing (JVPj. domestic noeproceesed fish
(DNP). and total allowable level of foreign
fishing (TALFF). all In metric tons.

0-gwntM

668.20 FishIng yesr
658.21 Allowable levels of harvest.
658.23 Tortuges Shrimp Sanctuacy.
858.23 Stone ash ares closure.
858.24 Texas closure.
858.23 SIz, restrictions.
858.28 Specifically authorized activitaa.

Authotity 18 U.S.C. 1601 at seq.

I’
I

6. Appendix Ito 50 R 1611.20 Is
amended by adding the following entry
“2.2. Royal Red Shrimp Fishery” as
follows:

a • a a

4. Appendix II to 60 CPR 611.2 Ia
amended by revising the title of

• Sca . DuN DP JW ONP TAL

a • a

at
B.So.et me__________ 117.5 111.1 0 ass
-,
fit.y.

. . . . . . a

858.5
658.7
858.5

Vessel Identification.
Prehibitimia.
FxiforvemenL
Penaitle..
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Sabpart A—Gefles’M Ueasures

651.1 Purpos. and scope.

(al The purpose of this Part is to
iplement the Fiahery Management

i’lan for the Shrimp Fishery of the Gulf
of Mexico. developed by the Gulf of
Mexico Fishery Management Council
uider the Magnuson Fishery
Conservedon and Management Act.

(b) The regulations in this Pert govern
fishing for brown shrimp, white shrimp,
pink shrimp, royal red shrimp, seabob
shrimp, and rock shrimp by vessels of
the United Stateswithin that portion of
the Gull of Mexico overwhlch the -

United States exercises exclusive
fishery management authority.

(c) Regulations governing foreign
fishing for royal red shrimp’ appear ln50
CFR Part 611. AppendIx I to I a11.Z)
contains the total allowable level of
foreign fishing forroyai red shrimp,

651.2 DefinItions.
In addition to the definitions In th.

Act, the terms used in this Part shall
have the following menrdn

Act means the Magnusan fishery
Conservation and Management-Act (16
U.S.C. 1801 etseq.).

Authorized 3’Yces’ means:
(a) Any commissioned. warrant, or

petty officer of the US. Coast Guarcft
(b) Any certified enforcement offices’

r special agent of the National Marine
A1sheriea Service:

(c) Any officer designated by the head
of any Federal or State agency which
has entered Into an agreement with the
Secretary and the Commandant of the
Coast Guard to enforce the provisions of
the Act or

(d) Any U.S. Coast Guard personnel
accompanying and acting under the -

direction of any person described in
paragraph (a) of this definition.

Canter Director means the Center
Director. Southeast Fisheries Center,
National Marine Fisheries ServIce, 75
Virginia Beach Drive, Miami. Florida
33149. Telephone 305—361-4761.

Catch, lake, orharvest includes, but 1.
not limited to. any activity which results
In bringing any shrimp on board a
vessel.

Fisher,’ conservation zone (FCZ)
means that area adjacent to the
territorial sea of the constituent States
of the United States which, except
where modified to a’cnmmodate
International boundar1e, encompasses
all waters from the seaward boundary
of each of the coastal States to a line on
which each point Is 200 nautical miles
roui the baseline from which the
erritoijal sea of the United States is

Lneasw.ed.

Fisher,’ management plan (FMP)
means the Fishery Management Plan for
the Shrimp Fishery of the Gulf of
Mexico.

Fishing means any activity, other than
scientific research conducted by a
scientific research vessel, which
involves;

(a) The catehing. taking, or harvesting
of shrimp;

(b) The attempted catdnng. taking, at
harvesting of shrimp

(c) Any other activity which can
reasonably be expected to result in the
catrhrng, tnklng, or harvesting of shrimp:

(d) Any operations at sea In support
oL or in preparation far, any activity
described In paragraph (a), (b).or (c) of
this definition.

Ffthing vesselmeans any vesseL boat,
ship, or other craft which is used for.
equipped to be used for, or of a type
which is normally used fan

(a) Fishing; or
(bJ Aiding or assisting one or more

vessels at sea in the performance of any
activity relating to flthIng, Including, but
not limited to, preparation. supply,
storage, refrigeration. ansportadon, or
processing.

GulfofMexico means the geographic
area of authority of the Gull of Mexico
Fishery Management.CounciL

Operator, with respect to any vessel..
means the master or other Individual on
board and In charge of that vessel.

Owner, with respect to any vessel.
means: .

(a) Any person who owns that vessel
In whole or In part

(b) Any charterer of that vessel.
whethel’ bareboat, time, or voyage:

(c) Any person who acts In the
capacity of a charterer, Including, but
not limited to, parties to a management
agreement, operating agreement, or
other similar arrangement that bestows
control over the destination. function, or
operation of the veseek or

(dJ Any agent designated as such by
any person described in paragraph (a).
(b), or (c) of this definition.

Person means any Individual (whether
or not a citizen or national of the United
States), corporation, partnership.
association, or other entity (whether or
not organized or existing under the laws
of any State). and any Federal. State.
local, or foreign government or any
entity of any such government.

Regional Director means the Regional
Director, Southeast Region, National
Marine Fisheries Service. Duval
BuildIng, 9450 ICoger Boulevard, St.
Petersburg, Florida 33702. or a designee.

Shrimp means the following species:
Brown shrimp, Penasus aztecus
White shrimp, P. setiferus
Pink shrimp, P. duorarum

Seabob shrimp. Xiphopeneus kroyeri

Rock shrimp, Sicyonia brevirostris
Royal red shrimp. I-fymenopenaeus

robustus
United States harvested shnmp

means shrimp caught. taken, or
harvested by vessels of the United
States in the Gull of Mexico, whether or
not such shrimp is landed in the United
States.

Vessel ofthe United States means:
(a) A vessel documented or numbered

by the U.S. Coast Guard under United
States law or

(b) Any vessel under five net. tons
registered under the laws of any State.

§651.3 Relation to other laws.

(a) Persons affected by these
regulations should be aware that other
Federal and State statutes and
regulations may apply to their activities.

(b) The regulations found In this Part
are intended to be compatible with
regulations pertaining to the Everglades
National Park In the State of Florida and
Fort Jefferson National Monument
These regulations which prohibit
commercial shrimping are found at 38
R 7.45 and 38 R 7.27, respectIvely.

(c) Certain responsibilities relating to
data collection and-enforcement may be
performed by authorized State
personnel under a cooperative
agrsement entered Into by the State, the
U.S. Coast Guard, and the Secretary.

§651.4 V. permIts and fees.

No permit Is required for vessel, of
the United States fishing for shrimp
underthlsPart.

V pirand r.portin
[Reservedi

§ 851.8 Vessel Identifleedon.

(a) Offical number. Each vessel of the
United States engaged in the shrimp
ahery in the Gulf of Mexico FCZ shalE

(1) Display Its official number on the
port and starboard sides of the
deckhouse or hull and on an appropriate
weather deck so as to be dearly visible
from enforcement vessels and aircraft.
The official number is the
documentation number Issued by the V

Coast Guard for documented vessels or
the registration number issued by a
State or the Coast Guard for
undocumented vessels,

(2) The official number must be In
block arabic numerals In contrasting
color to the background.

(3) The official number shall be at
least 18 inches In height for fishing
vessels over 65 feet In length end at
least 10 Inches in height for all other
vessels.
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(4) The official number shall be
permanently affixed to or painted on the
vessel.

(b) Duties of operator The operator of
each fishing vessel shalh

(1) Keep the registration number
clearly legible and in good repair. and

(2) Insure that no part of the fishing
vessel. Its rigging or its fishing gear
obstructs the view of the official number
from any enforcement vessel or aircraft.

658.7 ProhIbitions.
It is unlawful for any person to:
(a) Possess, have custody or control

of. ship, transport, offer for sale, sell.
purchase, Import, land, or export ally
shrimp taken or retained In violation of
the Act, this Part. or of aify other
regulation promulgatedunder the Act

(b) Trawl In a closed area or during a
clased season within the PCZ, except as
allowed under 858.24(a);

(c) Transfer directly, or indirectly, or
attempt to so transfer, any United States
harvested shrimp to any foreign fishing
vessel, while such vessel Is within the
FCZ, unless the foreign fishing vessel
has been Issued a permit under section
204 of the Act which authorizes the
receipt by such vessel of United States
harvested shrimp

(d) Falsify orfail to affix and maintain
vessel markings as required by 858.6

(e) Refuse to permit an Authorized
Officer to board a fishing vessel subject
to,such person’s control for purposes of
conducting any search or inspection In
connection with the enforcement of the
Act, this Part, or any other regulation
issued under the Act

(f) Fail to comply Immediately with
enforcement and boarding procedures
specified in * 858..&

(g) Forcibly assault, resist, oppose,
impede, intimidate, threaten, or Interfere
with any Authorized Officer In the
conduct of any search or inspection
under the Act

(h) Resist a lawful añest for any act
prohibited by this Part

(I) Interfere with, delay, or prevent by
any means the apprehension or arrest of
another perso knowing that such other
person has committed any act
prohibited by this Part

(j) Interfere with, obstruct. delay. or
prevent by any means a lawful
investigation or search In the process of
enforcing this Part

(k) Interfere with, obstruct. delay, or
in any other manner prevent the seizure
of illegally taken shrimp or the final
disposition of such shrimp through the
sale of the shrimp: or

(I) Violate any other provision of this
Part, the Act, or any regulation Issued
under the Act.

658.8 Enforcement.
(a) General. The owner or operator of

any fishing ves8el subject to this Part
shall Immediately comply with
instructions issued by an Authorized
Officer to facilitate safe boarding and
Inspection of the vessel. Its gear.
equipment, and catch for purposes of
enforcing the Act and this Part.

(b) Slp,nala. Upon being approached
by a U.S. Coast Guard vessel or aircraft.
or any other vessel or aircraft
authorized to enforce the Act, the
operator of a fishing vessel shall be alert
for commuitlcaffons conveying
enforcement Instructions. The VHP-FM
radiotelephone isthe normal methodof
communicating between vessels. Should
radiotelephone communications fall.
however, other methods of
communicating between vessels.
including visual signals, may be
employed. The following signals
extracted from the International Code of
Signals are among those which may be
used, and are included here for the
safety and Infosmatlo! of fishing vessel
operatorz

(1) ‘L” meaning “You should stop your
vessel. Instantly,”

(27 “SQ3” meaning’You should stop
or heave to: I am going to board you,”

(3) “AA AA AA etc.” which Is the call
to an unknown station, to which the
signaled veüel should respond by
illuminating the number required by

858.8. and
(4) “RYCY” meaning “You shauld

proceed at slow speed, a boat Is coming
to you.”

(c) Boarding. A vessel signaled to stop
or heave to for boarding shall:

(1) Guard Channel 16, VHF-FM, If so
equlppd

(2) Stop Immediately and lay to or
maneuver in such a way as to permit the
Authorized Officer and his party to
come aboard:

(3) Provide a safe ladder, ‘if required.
for the Authorized Officer and his party
to come aboard:

(4) When necessary, to facilitate the
boarding and/or when requested by an
Authorized Officer, provide a man rope
or safety line and ffluTnintlon for the
ladder and

(5) Take such other action. as
necessary to ensure the safety of the
Authorized Officer and his party and to
facilitate the.boardlng.

*651.8 Pen&ties.

Any person or fishing vessel found to
hem violation of this Part is subject to
the civil and criminal penalty provisions
and forfeiture provisions prescribed in
the Act, and to 50 (YR Parts 620
(Citations) and 621 (CIvil Procedures),
and other applicable law.

Subpart B—Management Measures

655.20 FiShing year.
The fishing year for all species of

shrimp, except royal red shrimp, begins
on May 1 and ends on April 30. The
fishing year for royal red shrimp begins
on January 1 and ends on December 31.

* 658.21 AIlowabi ler.ls of harvest,
(a) Catch quotas. The domestic quota

for royal red shrimp Is 111.8 metric tons.
There is no domestic quota for other
species of shrimp.

(b) Territorial waters. These
regulations do ‘not limit the harvest of
shrimp resources in waters landward of
the FCZ. However, harvest from these
waters will be taken into account in the
calculation of the maximum sustainable
yield and optimum yield from the
fishery.

(c) Closure. When the domestic quota
for royal red shrimp is reached, the
Regional Director shall close the fishery
by publishing a notice in the Federal
Register

651.22 Tortuga. liWimp emctuary.
The area commonly known as the

“Tortugas Shrimp Sanctuary,” off the
State of Florida. Is closed to all trawl
fishing. The area is that part of the’
fishery conservation zone shoreward of

..a line connecting the following points
(see FIgure 1);

- - — c

N......... ‘52.Th s,’sr.grw ci uis.
F_ 24’SQJ’14_ ersi.rw....._
G..._.._ 24’40.rN — 5Z.TW_ N. .:

N............. 54’54.rN — IO

P_.__._. 24’S$N_____ IaOrW...........

* 651.23 Stonea area closure.
Between January 1 and May 20. the

area described In this paragraph is
closed to trawl gear, including live bait
gear. The area is that part of the fishery
conservation zone shoreward of a line
connecting the following points (see
FIgure 2):

Pon

5_ 25’le’N_.._.. S1’5a.5W.....
C....___ 2rooN._... s2’O4W....
O_......... 2rOrN......._ 8I’47.SW......
E_ 24’54.s14_ •l5O.WW...._

24’4t.WN........ St’40 6W........ &.

*651.24 Texas cloewe.
(a) Area and season restrictions.

Between June 1 and July 15. the area
described in this paragraph is closed to
all trawl fishing, except that a vessel
may fish for royal red shrimp beyond
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•
the.’OO-fathom depth contour. The area
is that part of the fishery conservation
zone off the State of Texas west of a line
connecting point A (2932.1’N. lat..
93477W long)topomtB(28114N
tat.. 92’53’W. long.) (see Figure 3).

(b) Adjustment of dates. The Regional
Director may adfust the dosing or
opening date by as much as 15 days. to
Ørovide an earlier, later, or longer
closure: but the duration of the closure
may not exceed 60 days. nor be less
than 45 days.

(1) The Regional Director must base
an adjustment of the closing or opening
date on the following criteria:

(i) Biological data collected by the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
(TPWD) and used to predict when
brown shrimp in the central and
northern bays of Texas will reach a total
length of 80 to 90 mm: and

(ii) The strength of outgoing tides at
the time predicted under paragraph

(b)(1)(i) of this section: and
(iiil Other ecological data relevant to

the timing or duration of the closure.
(2) The Reginai Director, after

consulting with the TPWD. may adjust
the closing or opening date by issuing a
field order. The order will specify the
adjusted date and the reasons for the
adjustment.

(3) A field order advancing the closing
date or delaying the opening date must
be available to the public for 72 hours
before Its effective date. A field order
delaying the closing date or advancing
the opening date must be available to
the public for 24 hours before its
effective date.

(4) A field order may be made
available to the public by any. of the
following methods:

(i) Procedures customarily used by the
TPWD for posting and publicizing
similar notices of opening or closure:

(U) Publication of a notice in a

newspaper of major circulation in each
of the following cities: Brownsville. TX:
Aransas Pass, TX: Galveston, TX:
Corpus Christi. TX: Freeport. TX: Port
Arthur, TX: Cameron. LA: and Morgan
City. LA:

(iii) Notification of shrimp fishery
organizations in all the States bordering
the Gulf of Mexico:

(iv) Broadcast of a notice at time
intervals, channels, and frequencies
customarily used by the TPWD to
broadcast similar notices of opening or
closure.

658.25 Size restrIctIons.

There are no minimum size
requirements for shrimp harvested in the
fishery conservation zone.

* 658.26 SpecifIcally aotholzed activitIes.

The Regional Director may authorize.
for the acquisition of information and
data, activities otherwise prohibited by
these regulations.
5LLLØQ coca 3519.U-O
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FIGURE 1. LOCATION OF TORTUCAS SHRI’ SANCTUMy.



KE’ WtST

Federal Register I Vol. 46. No. 97 / Wednesday, May 20. 1981 / Rules and Regulations 2’4q9

AL
FORT fl’ERS

FLORIDA.

NAPLES

MACC 1LAND

(1•

••—P1 r

:‘ -s..
-

C _•—-

0

)

SNIP! POINT

FIGJP.! 2. CLOSD S cpn ru jtjy 1. A?JO FLAY 20.



2TJ3 Federal Regjter / Vol 46 M M ) 1981 / Rule9 and Re’xlalloni/ Wednesday. ay •

*

:.

9

l’s.?.

ca Ic
i.2 ke

32.1’ N. LAT
477 W. Lc

\
\

.

-- —.

——

If
- CULF OF MZXZCø -

.\

_

— hnsevje
— —

— 260 11.4’ N. L AT; - 9’ 53 W. LONG

I FIGURE 3. SEASO?AL CLOSURE TO SNRINPING/ OFF TH STh7E OF TEXAS . .

Ffld 11 am

eLwea ccci asi-c


