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This rule (1) requires e errnit for
vessols harvesting reef fish for sale: (2)

establishes a 54 percent earned income

criterion to qualify for a permit: (3)
provides for the charging of fees to
cover the administrative costs of issuing

permits and trap tags: (4) requirac
reporting by operators of charter
vessels: (5) requires permitted voseels to
display ide:tiflcation numbers: (8)
reduces the exemptions to the size limit
for red snappan (7) establishes rizo
limits for other major species; (8)

extends the stred area where certain
gear is prohibited to include all waters
off Texas out to the 30 fathom icoboth
and all we tare off I,ouisiana out to the
10 fathom isobath; (9) prohibits use of
longline and bnny gene for taking reef
fish inside of ti fathoiir to the wart end
inside of 20 fathoms to the CCCI of Cepo
San Elan Florido: (10) estsblisbee beg
limits for certain nnpero. grenpore,
and emberjrck (11) prnviden for the
possession nf two days beg limits for
charles vees:la nnc haacth>oatc on tripe
in excess of 24 hours; (12) rC;tIiCtC

veaseto with trew! or entanglimg not gee’
aboard to the beg ltmii; (13) establichc
annual ceerunerciri quotas foe red
snappar arid deep and ehcLto water
‘oupere (14) prohibita fishing for and
sale of reef fish when an amend quota
for tire spcc4ea is reached: (15) rO,ucse
the number of traps that racy be fished
by a vessel: and (18) ra}ee oihcs
technical cbengce to facilitate
compLtonsr. The intended effects of this
rule era to reduce flohing mc Jity on
the reef fib etocka so that etc i:C recy
be pcooectrrd and rebuilt, to reduce user
conflicts, and to manimize net economic
benefits from the reef fish fishery.

rinio Febiuos’y 21, i9r3,
except that 641.4 to effecti Jomuary
22, 1$94 f 6$L0 841.7(b), (e). (p) (r),
and (s), and 641.24 nra ellictive Aprtl
23, 164th cod Ct’L7 (I] ens) (a) arc
effecthro Febiuray 21, 1921) beeugb April
23, 164,’.
F041 iYTh r
William P. Turner. 214’22.

tl57Ari’r tJ$OtO.; The reef

fish flahary of the Gulf of Mexico is
managed under the FviP preparci by the
Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management
Council (Council), and its impienting
regula lions at 50 CVR Part 641 under the

authority of the Magnunon Fishery
Conservation rind Mnnag ruent MI
(Malimusim Act), 18 U.S.a. 180’l at seq.

Amendment 1 is a ma(or revision of
the FMP which, to the extent allowed by
the data. addresses snappers. gr’oupore.

and other reef fish on a species specific

basis. This change from the FMP’s
approach of addressing eriepem ems)
groupera as a single mixed species

complex es made pe his by
expended reef fish data coilectton efnrt
by NMFS and the states in recen; sears
Stock assessment analyses based on
these data indicais red snapper are

severely overis and other spa s
require reductions in fishing mortal;ty o

assure that the spawning stock biornass
is maintained at a level adequate to
prevent reductions ri recruitment to
those species or stocks. As a
consequence of these analyses.

Amendment I contains measures to
reduce fishing mortality largely by

imposing bag limits, quotas. size imits.
and gear restrictions. It also prru. ides a
procedure for setting total allowable
catch (TAC) annually based on stock
assessments and for implementing or
adusttog certcin types of management
measures to achieve TAC.

In 1984, NMFS implemented,
cooperatively with the states, a trip
interview program which collected
length1requency end othet biological
and ststisti”r) infosnotio, on landings
of reef fish by species. Collection of
landings date for groupero by bpecic
instead of by family wee elo initiated.
Thars dolu snt3 along with similar
information collected under the marine
rea’eationr fishery statistics survey.

initiated to i70 and r’vailable by 1984.

surveys of Gulf charter and headboat
fisheries, and r.shery independent
inlormoelsn from the southeast area
monitoring end asna.3sment program
provided a data base that allowed stock

assesemoota to be undertaken for major
reef fish species.

The stock ascesarnerts for red
snapper arid other species were initiated

by the Southeest Fishate Center
(SEFC)fl’iWSth1980eud were
completed by SC and the Council ri

1984. The stock assessments for red

snapper concluded that the fishery vas

being subjected to recruitmant
overfishing and that the spawning stock

biomass per ecruit ratio (SSBR) was

likely no greater than 4.8 percent of the

unfished level. This analysis and those

for the dominant groupeca indicates) that

to restore the spawning stocks to a 20

percent SSBR level, reductions in fishing

mortality on the order of 60 to ro percent

would be necessary by the year 2000 fir

red snapper and on the order of 20

percent over a shorter period of time for

the grcopers. Siz limits. bag limits and

other reductions in harvest levels
necessery to restore each species or

species group to the 20 percent SS8R

(ic,, th C’cci1’a goal for long.term

optimun yiald (QY) from the fishervl

zznz
leg and

suurs ‘,: NOA.A issues this rule to
mplement Amendment 110 the Fishery
Management Plan for the Racf Fish
Resources of the Gulf of Mexico IFMP).



and the suppo ting ariayse3 are set forS

ri eodri.ent 1.
Problems n tho f1siery the

rrranaen’eri o ecnves the
sDecficctton of 0?, the definitions of
overfshcd arid overifshLn, and each of
the aanageiret eaauze. tn
Amendment I were discusard in the
proposed ane 54 Fi 4197, October 3.
l’269) arid are not eeoad here. In
addition, othr changer to the eistin3
re1aton, outcde rho copo of the
rei.ilatrons to niernent Amandrnent 1,
were discussed rs the preamble to the
proposed role and are rot repented barr.
These additionol chnngos v’;;
proposed to facilitat urcamcnb
including prohibitio of poboesrion of
dynamite and ainuler expiociven aboard
reef fish vessels, and to moko
corrections and clarflcetioos.

Coramanta and

Naroeroua citP lame on the pooponot
rule were roceivod, primarily Li ore the
coramercici fishing rector which ic moat
heavily impacted by Amendn’erd L
Three Council roemhu critirixed Uut
amendment and subntitted minority
reports containing their repuotive
objections. Than corurnernial flshLog
organiatiorie. a stet nierluo Plehenino
cornrriissior,. the US. Fish md Wilditfe
Service, many comneorcinl ficivreoion,
and a few rerrieetlc,nnl fishrnroe
commente? virtually ovary menrure
of this arneodnient. In geaorel, most
criticism wan received fri rcrj ;de to the
proposod size Hnsit and quoten. gear
restrictions, arm rcrictlorr, arid
income reclu3remcotn for c-omrnrejnl
pemnuito. A fw comnsiantorn objarird
that the propar:d red nnpper red
jewfish raetiictlon ware Lanufficlemit to
protect these rpeoico Lion
collapen. AU comenia ore scarred
below.

Size Ldwitnnn d

Commenf: A at’tc nmemfre flhmrlcr
corurnisrion oomrarnted that thee
proposed red snapper remtr loan do net
provide ruffieieui pz ttar for tire
stock to recovr within tire fIed 10’
year time fearer. The emreinric,
recommended that tire dory of
Commerce iSecrntrryl odo;t ii

rnanagernnit re rran th:t bed barn
rejected by the CmiariThetr.ieac.’-.ar
would hear Lam lateLy reduced feb
mortality by 74 percent to rebuild
sPawning stock btomnase pee rectuit
(SSBR) to the 20 percent iCvOI (reledva
to the unuished condition), The e
would have been achieved by a o fish
recreational bag limit and let million
pound commercial quota. The
commission ir,dicated that short-teem
economic ansi social consideretiono

should cot b dioa’ad to jeepard7e the
future of the red snapper flsher’, and
tirat n the absence of more restrictive
harvest treats, this fishery would be
closed entirely within Live years.

Response.’ While the seven fish bag
limit and 31-auljjon pound quota for the
initial fishing year exceed the harvest
level required to rebuild the red anapper
stock, they are expected to cbect: the
rate of decline, At the same time, the
amendment contains procedures to
address TAO annually in this fldrery
Undet thea pt’ocedurar, annual TAO
decisions as: to be guided by range
of acceptable biological catch sprnefled
by annual stock ascresaremni; end,
although it racier of catch levels rncy be
set to fail Wlti,iC that range e’nithm three
years or lear, these decisions must
ultimately be cormintent with steele
rebutiding gocl. This atrats should
prevent ovori9rbing on I rebuild the
spawning ,eock but allow chori’4erm
social car’ ‘eeonontc disi’etina to be
minimized where tenibt end
appropriate. NOAA, therefmoe, approvur
the harvoet Tevelo cattfshed by the
Council fv the initial filing year, but
expects th:futureh m’tkvoiswU1bo
scaled doear comm ensure to wIth the
fmdinigo end rooon:imondntfots
contained b otmuni stock essernreert
repot i5.

Comment: A chorta boot czptrL
indicated that a seven flab itmit on red
snapper would onitic severe ecoo,ooeio
impacts and instead receri,nixdod ci

limit of 10 to 12 ted anepper pea peta’en
per day The implication won thet
coaa’nareiai bco notch fish b the
thousirreic, vrheacarm ohct tea bert
customera “fish fez fuse” and tel a emily a
81fl&il fliOO.

Reopener: NOA.A seiteetta; thet
with thn m ‘var fish brig timit cbniug thri

initial yarn, betve:1 oril! maccc the
requir-ad to r;hsiiH the red aorppar
stock Dorisig on’eecuent fishing yoorc
harvest leveim or’. lllroLy to be reduce,)
subeto nitt ely tat rebuild the :toek within
the time frame specified (10 year a) fee
tha recovery progrnrmi. Avail ohId dote
indicats a flc.ayui numL’:’ of red
snapper are caugmn recreorioriniiy,
Including catch. Leone charter voseo!r and
hcadbrintr. Faccamve bog ltrre.itg varuid
contribute to the collapse of the red
snapper stock and mactilt itt even grantee
ecc,nomic disruption to the flhciry. It i
appropriate that all users shear in the
burden of protecting and restoring thin
depleUdre neurce. Furthermore, the
seven fish daily beg limit ic belIeved
proportionate to the 3.1.miillo pound
commercial quota in terms of reducing
red snapper flshsng mortality.

Ccr.’rie.a:: T.co roe-ocr: a ““o’
eraruzstionq ohected to the -O- men
s:ze limtt on red gmeopcr The
organize thins reconcerenied iri”

a lower size limit ef ‘.8 to :a
arid gradually ncracs.rg .1 to ej ar-ce

over a period of a few years. arid
ndicatad that a graduated sppr’oeich

appears more resnerablo .n of
esa drastic approach being taken cmi :e :1

snapper. The organdzatiors cisc

indicated that the commercial qecta on
grouper n addition to the DO-na
limit wtll completely destabinte the
fishery and. if a riosurs is .ini misc, ‘he
market for Gulf grouper my be rco.acaS
by tmnpoato. Finally, it was acegestad

that quotas should ra’ Is .mp.em.e ci
until needed basic Lishe1 .ooforoa::on a
acquired by the N’v0”S, crt1e:w.se
funding and a asipo’.’’er to mor,oor
additional quotes will be at the so::
of the fishery sit tidies prcgrsm’i.

Response: Although the apac’s :f ins
initial management roar-sure:

for red sri:rpar may be loss sc’ are coca

for red grouper, thet recovery p. grams
for red roopp.’c could ,ecuit me
drastic icoMetiono irsi the riea’

Lower size Irnit” a .od g.oper re’.sy

would alien, growth owe fleb meg to
continue ra,.1 result en the h. .asr
more fern iCC to the OCt.: ant :i ccc

population.
Cloenra of a fiche, y:rpco :s:ch_:

quota aiv;:y; c:uea::oer’.a
of devtrbilf rilO with,ci tar 3ri e -erie

noreen:’.. reliance 5O: 000.

uncontrolled areos’’t- of aar.c:c :o.i

reduce the r:en’’r to liveli .. am’S Ce ii

moore re:tein:i’a i,nrsees, si-mg
their arseeioti i-specie ‘toe a

Notv;lliet-snct’nig lie’ttattcn en
Federal fried: nroi.r.,aap-o.’.ar, S c
cu.rreiJ.tiy making lriO isa quota
monitoring and dat’e ceiisc,tinn so ‘..eu

I .iith Ar,etrln ..rt 1.-cocoon

a certaiu but nntmnowt aessourt ef
reprogr-ammneng might be :necessary,
NML”il picnic to utiliear grneael cc vs:
date to monitor f fich :rr:rcnga me
Alabaiwa, Mississippi, and [ututs SOC.

Landings date collected madam 5:5:5

progm-aerae vat!! housed for Ecrids ad
Texas. Since these date ems not
available ore a meal-time bas,s. ht-iFS
plans to estineite circees in tat ar,c i
projected landing-: of megr.-ttee sarc.rs
or species ge-oupe.

Comment’ A number of Cceetmoa:o:al
fisherss’aen opposed the ?t”—ncC
size limit for carte greupcrs coo os
annual quotas prepared for ‘he re-sw
water and ahellewarter gro areas P”
of tli minority reports aim mc st-ems r
OPpOSitiOfl to the propcse.e q..c’-es .rc

the 2G’mnch size rimoit or rca a:’:

-
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Objection to the proposed quotas was

based mainly on the insufficiency of
iandings data that historically have
been collected under a voluntary
reporting system. The objectors
suggested that a size limit be imposed
initially, and that quotas be instituted, if
warranted. only after a reliable data
base has been established. Some
suggested that the size limit should be
set at 18 inches, rather than 20 inches to
reduce initial impacts on fishermen and
to conform with the Florida regulation
snce repondar’ce of grouper era
landet rlorida, and none of the other
states has a size limit on grouper.

Response The priuiary objective of
Amendmer.t lie to achievo an SSBR
level of 20 percent to resto overfished
reef fish resource According to
available scientific information, some of
the groupers (re-cl, Nassate black. gag.
and yellowfln) are e;eriencing growth
overfiehing arid reduiliono it. fishing
mortality cia neded to achieve a 20
percent SSER level of these specica.
Models prepared showed the reducionc
that are necessary to achieve the SSB
goal at certain 5i50 llndts, F
overfished species, a combination of
minimum CiZP thalte, beg limits, and
quotas wee seloatod to reduce fishing
mortality and premota steal, rcbui,id’.ig
within an acceptable tints frarect.

To obtain the Jacired reduction In
fishing mortality for the oveifisbcd
speclea of grupsr, a 20-’li.ub total length
minimum size limit in conjuncti ni with a
five fls. .cczeatioeal beg limit and a 0.2
million poand comcaereicl quote wan
selected.. Aithot ‘ stun groupere
undoubtedly nietuze at a stunNer sire,
more than onebaLf of the red goupar
are mature at 20 Inchee, Red g uapoa, the
dominant speclea in the landlngt. was
used cc an indar for the shallow wotus
grouper complen because of the ecercftr
of infor-utatton on tire otber spoal’a.

The 201nth size limit vil1
substantially reclu ctwt1, ovcrfihing
and mortality on juvurdic ‘oaps a an4,
coupled wlth the 10 Ia 20 iaI’t
reduction In harvest resulting froa th
bag limit and quota, shoui’ 1
to corrireenca rebuilding the cewaing
stock. Aithi. ngh Florida ciarrently hoa cu.
i84nch size limit, the state Ic
to adopt the more restrictive limit of 21)
inches that Is Inipacd in the cxchiztza
economic cone (EEZ). The date bc fan
reef fish In the Gail of Msxlc. Is ULely
as valid cc that foe other umleispacle-s
fisheries currently under maragement
and constitutes the best inforutatian
available. Deferring the artablishment of
quotas until an Improved data base Is
secured could rcult In irreversible
damage to the 21oupar lesourcae

contrary to the national standards of the
Magnuson Act.

NOAA believes that the size limits,
quotas. and bag lirntts are based upon
the best scientific information available.
and are necessary to conserve the
grouper spr wning stock. In addition.
there is an annual procedure within
Amendment I that allows management
adjustreente to be made. besed en new
information, without amendment of the
FMP.

Annual Mnnagesunn A justmc n
Comment..’ A commercial fishing

organization expressed concern over the
use of notice actiou.. to make annual
adjustments to beg limits, sire limits,
trip limits, seasonal and steal closures.
and gear restictions. Such changes mey
have significant impact’ on resource
users and should be subjected to a
thorough rariew,

Response: NOA.A ari’riot.icdges that
adjustments to bag llniitu, mire linmitn,
trip limits, seesammi mnd creal cicyuree,
and gear restrIction, .en siguific. ely
impact users of the resource. However,
the procmAurci dean net dizatcilab the
responsibility of meoegr3 te Identify
a.nd conaldan tire imparts asccste .

with tmnlwaatli.g a me.dJ.fying tb
typee o!mrongioiert mcaeneme Further,
there Ic ample opportunity for publict
review. Prior to the Lmpleamutatlen of
the cb.ovc actions, and the specification
of TAG levels earL year, the Council
mue prap.lw a reuiataty impact review
and, if neceemiry, e. rngulatory flexibility
analysIs to analyze fully the pate ‘‘ial
Impacts of the prer-resod ci inar,

proposed rule must be publi bred,
followed by a period fee public com$aartt
an” publicritica of a final rule. PublIc

ste be heli Other analyses,
ac cprnptiets, describing the
asnn.etsd tmnr: ‘u must It: prepared; at
a ailehenra there Include art
envlre reIn] escoscreent. UltizuribJy,
the NhL al 1)ncztbeaet licLreel Dircalor
decides nheth. to ap;re’ze the

reran mc red’ ci by the
Canmcih The &e lure, therefore, will
allow far th,..,se&t ierlw of cii factors

to the drelsie ; re :“riaj preceri
NOAA belicrea . ability to imp lamar at
as adjust therm t.yas of rasuzurce under
tin. aniline p...edura will prove
Inveluteble t timely, affe sine, and feds
rrranere ..lofrcelfiekrcreusc-cala
future ye.am..

ew&ls betiess
CcuzsmenL.’ A stats marine fisheries

corunthslotc, the U. Flat. and Wildlife
Service, several fleherniets. and te:o
scientists expressed coocere aver the
status of jet-efich react .e:
jewflsh are aol a cOnmme opctCicS, there

s only iimited infermation on ther
growth, mortality, and reproductive
biology. It is known, however, hat
because of the amount of time requred
to reach maturity. jewflsh ace highly
Susceptible to recruitment overfishing
and would not be expected to recover
quickly from a stock collapse.
Conunentors agreed that the 50’inch
minimum size limit ropoeei for Federal
waters will afford some protectior,, but
indicated a total prohibition on harvest
is necessary to reverse the damage from
overfishing that has already occurred.
Florida has ptopeaed a ban an the
harvest end sale of Jewfish. and the
Florida Muzina Fisheries Commtsson
has requested that the Secretary
approve the proposed size li:ntt
restriction but reserve its
implementation pending Councl action
on Amendment 2 to the Ft. which
proposes to ban the harvest of jewfish ri
the FJZ. The state believes that jewfish
would be better protected by the state
ban beneus, OVLC 00 percent of tire Cuf
wide landing’ occur in Florida,

Respnse: NOAA believes the 3rinch
minimum stem limit should be
implemu dcci without delay. NOAh
agrees that lo.ig’.lived. slow ciatumimig

auth as jawflsb, need
consider:b, ptOiVOri to guai.i azirit
ovesfiehing The 50 Lamb sire limit will
afford protection to jewfLh by allowing
them to roach toaiturlty prior to hat vest.
Deferred i .iplenrem.t” ‘ion of the Fede:al
size limit would leave jev’fish totally
unprotected off states other thai;
Florida, even though collectively thos
four states account foe only 10 percent
of the landinge Also, F’torida’e
restrictions on the harvast rend SCiC of
jevrfiai era orly in the foint ole
propceod sale that could conceivably be
del;yed os per ibly implemented In
the absence of the S0inch mi.nimwu size
limit. jarlLb would ha coraplmtely
unregulated La Federal water,. O’n
Novareh:, 21?, 1°3, the Ccumed edupted
Amench .esi 2 whIch peopee :e to
Incrrearm peat ‘ntis be Fe-decal weters by
banning the is xvcet and posseesiriil of
jerefich barnoated. In the Fi1?Z The
Council bee ant yet submitted the -

amendment for Sect ,,t-ttl ‘ r’avlcsm. Ti
approc ‘4 and truplocs’ ned by the
Sear’ y, titiet meceara would address
the cnnaansn of cli tire cctstaneatonz.

Ge-an !oetrbaikrei

Comzm;ent.’ Members of a commercial
fishing orgenizetion and a rcinnr-ity
report opposed. the prohibition of
entanglement nets La a clitecLd flahsry
for real fish. They stated that
entanglement nets harvest only shout
one percent of time coal flab resource, and

aFederaiRegi€QL55ND.14!0YJani22f at.d Rseaoes -‘



it has not been documented that
entanglement ne:s have a sgnificant or
det.rmertal catch of other marine
resources. The commentoL iressed that
a small raduional induetty. based

e florida Keys. reies on
ealement nets for ts livelihood and
herefore wuid be adversely inpectecl.

Response: NOAA supports the
Counc:rs proposal to prohibit the use of
entanghng nets for the directed hereat
of reef sh Ratona!e for the prohtbitio

a essentially the same as that
supporting the prohibition of drift
gillnerr fron the overfished flsheriee for
Gulf migratory gxoup king mackarol and
Gulf and Atlantic groups of Sponieh
MackereL NOAA felt that it would be
unfair to allow the intruductiori of drift
gllnets into those mackerel fisheries,
since the existing usera of traditional
gear could aLready riteet the reatrictivo
quotas imposed in response to
overfistn.

The use of entaniereeat note fo the
directed beyveet of reef flab in Faral
watere is limited end doec not ceaotibete
s well retabtiehcd flehury. The prorec
would ollow retention of bycctal of ref
fish up to the recreational brr limits by
entanglement net flaberrean tarin,
other ocio

The oveflJitrrg of certein roof flab in
th EE neceasite Lee reeiiictivu quotee.
size. end bed limite to plotect sad
rebuild those etorka, The reef flab
fishing induei:y using other v.mi
established gcre; in Fed el wetore is
already economically staed by such
restricrious end cepcbki ohir’ertLrrg
the entir. qeotri. NOAA tb.zdcr
believes that It is naeeer; rind
appropdeto to d iaee coriip.tiitee &
thes Lie ited reocrcae by di.hç a
new tyye of geo In the fiateer

Corzimerit A minectey ri.y C
cornroareta! flebtrig orgont o! ii

large uombe of conimeed
objecld in the Ccuncil’o p e”eals tliet

- JJ!/ .L.3 Q,...j

fish arc on big lireite oeLeec
the rrxooctlonsd flchy. The eceeetc
enpheeied the latr,e ptcrttiel far
harveetiag try twal :mi)ted’’

cc
that are centrulled try bng bIte,

Response: The mccere certe ‘ng th
appllcetior of ales miLe red he, hwita
to veaceLe with troesi goes
only sifriethe me sac of cried
these vocs± do not engage in r direct 2
fishery foe reef flab. Encouraging a
directed trawl flaheag’ for reef fish wouLd
present a huertrn to other irerec
competing foe ebaac’y Limited rooo”recr.

Exempting trawl weasels from the big
limit would allow a diegrt&t. fishery Ice’
wenchm&i snapper oral other
‘underuWizeci” reef flohee to dovo!ey

This would result in a substantial
bycatch of red snapper or othe:
cverfshed spectre in the management
unit. Art alowanre for catches in excess
of the bag limits would remit n an
unacceijtahle level of mortality to
species under menageinent.

E{owever, for the recc e set forth irs
the response to the following comment.
the final rule doec not impose bg or
size limits on the unsorted catch of
vessela in the groundfish trawl fishery.
The applicatton of this exception to only
the unsorted catch of reef fish by the
few vosials in the coundflsh im-:i
fishery will preclude arty sliwaptitiour
targeting of reef fish by thee: vnsolee,

Comment: There wore nuwesuec
objectionn to the reipilroetent that
permitted in2 cacao!: icr iuce.2 t

return to port to roracec their’ tsar. to
before fihi,g uncbe the cram “rid
quoLe. The biiflCi-ity report pidy cr1 that
tra:i vreaela vrit!r eoanier:iai reif fi’;
permits be allowed in target oral horvert
reef fish with airy L I 5eoo. Rotarn tips
to port to remove inwi geer from erich
vec,clo wasirl not be riereeccey, thu-ieby
increostog off CCtC nod eve’ ‘hag
potentirl iltlu25 of thr’i Cocnc5l’o
proposal.

Resp.mec: Art opeestoc of a trawLer
desiring t rich far reef fish under the
commerci qwio with other gees wll
be required to unload nil trawl cars

prior to engegieg ki rt directed efl!ort rice

reef fish. This will roqith 4-editing In
advance of departure which fishery
be presecetci Adoption of the mirenity
report p.uyoerl v’orIl remIt In
8igssiflcaael byar tab of eve’ fish: ‘I species
of reef flab. rid icarli La arc
imenfree chIc rihrctin wlwecby lcc,s
nunib-sofirc “flr1’ irb5bc5veetp

by trewi eac. This wecrid underarirc; tto
object!’:: of rchelklt:g the emerfirLed
reef fish cteLe’ Thee inegincr b€ rclti
derived fie r roh nkkiry of the reef flab
etcreks wrutdimics then nff rt tIcs
thcorcvsaincerc “ed eder:- -

taipeo; on the Insert flrab.
Coraniretc’ The raferdty rrqiart end

othe: obfectoa alec caiggoeted Ittut the
ccl s-ale of undesrileed reef

fish for geoun ifide trawl voesiss to
elloaso4, v;hich would then ehreleerte the
burden of repeating unciwelard reef fish
from the catch, The repert urrisd that
thin prepecet. :cale trief’. the earele
where areareranirant of tie’ catch Ia moot
dif&uft, without increethg fishing
mortaLity or’ directed harvect ci red flab.
The minority report else parpearl that
commercial trawl voooak’ be reerapt
from the eateblich-od circe hernia prec’idzd
the total weight of uridrevlcod flab direr

———----.,
not ecc. c. Cc .s&sc

invertebretec) obo-ard,

Response. There ace bes cn,

trawl fisheees ri he G:f cc
shrsnp and graudfish. Shr-nr’ is .

typically sort thetr each at sea, ‘c-c’
hold capacty for he more va!uah,e
shrimp. and Iscard chsr spares

Marketable-sized reef fish cccv ssr

retarsed. L’niik the shrrn C..,

trawlers in the gsourrdflsh flshery
lcurrernly seven) typically take mary
sail ush. do not sort their catcn a: a.
arid ult:rately sort out cry hose a car
fish hat are unsuitable for trocesscC
by indirg up for pet food ard
indutrirt products. The Fag’.” a cry
Impact Rev:ew (RIRi!!nta! Regu.e’c—r
Fiexibtlity Analysis lIRFA) fur
Amendment 1 analyzes the ncpac’s of
the rules requiring edherem.o o he s cc

and bag linrite end prohbcrig me sac

of roof fish caught order the bag :im. a,
as they apply to the coed catch, a ccii
the ebslrep end gruundfisir flsheaes. The

Rfl’./IEFA does OOi an’iyze the ri-poet

of such requi:e.u’cat sad prhb:.crt cc
the unecried etch that ia ‘ypiwi a ‘Ce
gr’ouridftsh ts.nl fishey. WLhcut 5003

ana!y:ic, dc !‘.rrct:’,. e fats t”

derees’st-:t: cnmni”i,re ::di, Ffl
each tic. flray,lr tory Flechiki-y Act cc ‘a
the gorcs-tfleti In ::lflet -r. ‘iuse ‘be
impracte of iiUru”g recital o iJ

irs the gcsa:-eh’d’. tcar:l fish:ry ha’, D’

been pic’ yard, NOAA ci

the appLi. rti055 to the un:orred eaten of
reef fish ii the1, nundflsh Sec ci flares
of the bog catd. .co itrone ;a:ci icc pc s
requirerceet far wi: of cccii ::.“:r:oi

catch. As a result al the Itsepcrovq,s,

the bag hiosita arch prohrbiboo cf is

that clay be implemented by
commercial c1o’r (I frii5d)

apply to the u,u’Leci etck of i.e n

in tb grounrlfi Ii i,,1 fishery Amy

soiled catch of toO! Itch crit :w_,dy
with th ivm,,.5 Licntrnin’ic met
minuresunc clv::.. a-id the beg
poeeocioa liraiIn including prabbition
oil saic.

To mactic’s t”: impart of dcc
disapproved cc :u.rec sul to ad in
enforcement. NOAA mey iihete

regulatory arceril ant to require dr
ovater or opscstor of each veerri ci cia

grooriflet. ricoh fleby in obtain

annually a litter’ from dc
Direct.’: uthod. tog psr:iespa:ion ii

With thrcar’rcipttoo HrttOi abc-icr,

NOAA agar - - vittie tim Council li-at

vessels with tired gsa rtx.’rd must

comply with the omicron dcc ice a.

CommesO Acoth-er eoainta:cai
cintal diet hook-reid-.rc

fishing on trcc’lcra is lees riffle-art dan

longtlnes ec other types of gear. cccl

therefor should S0 rcampt fl-em cc

annual quotne on corneac-etat fls.r a.

Federal RCe5 : ‘Di. i.3 No. Mecca ar:a, ‘clcqe- s --
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Response: NOAA disagrees. Hook
and-line fishing on trawlec is a source
of fishing mortality and catches by that
fishing mo should be ncluded rn the
annual quotas.

krea Restictiosr
Cornrnen(s: Two of he minorIty

reports and many comme:cial
fishermen, including members of a
commercial flshintl oantzation.
obiected to the Councils proposal to
extend the current atresscd area
boundary out to the 3O4athoni isobth
along the entire coastline of Texas and
cut to the 1G-fathoin isobs on the
entire coatiine of Louisians- The
commentoi-s also ob)ected t the
prohibition on fish ‘ap, acHes trawis
and powerhtda noting thot such gao?
are not coumoniy used in the extended
stressed area and therefore are not
siiflcantly couttibuting to ovorflshin
They felt that go s prohibitiun houl
apply to those gear that are [nfllcthcd the
bulk of the fishing mortality. Severe) of
the corrirnenoro noted that oxtrreicn of
the present bound ry would c to a
larger burden on both adrLltstraiivo
and law onfutceuct p sc’nrioh ow
would poca probi for the saihs
vessle thet heva to trove) 1n,ge
distancee to flab outside tha rtrcsrei
area. The two minority rsreig ctictss
the extendcd area hosed on the
following spxin objections to each of
the six criteria;

(1J Although red snapper is
overfishect, the extended streed
boundary is arbitcury ansi theijoca wiii
not prevent ovorfishing of red snappr
or other meaf fh,L

(2) The area of! Texec includec “a
entire racreotionci and moat of the
commercial flehing proaeus-o; howcwcs,
the gear prob;btuo c no’ include
commonly used gear nod t&fec s’silI
riot reduce fishing rur;riahty La those or
other areas:

(3) There are no cHins of high
population on the Lc tiene onset due to
its marsh shoreline: the oniy such city
on the Texas o’ct Ic Hc’untcal
Galveston, which already baa ace
established etcacead arec

(4) Coastal coceas H lireded e’’
Louisian end Texas bacruer n.
the coastline is undeveloped:

(5) Histom1c1 fishing precticee hi the
extended asmc-:go do not include
the prohibitcd guen oxclusioa of mob
gear therefore is not appropriate; and

(6) The strseed anon should not be
extended, since there is no special
habitat within the extended area that
needs protection

Response: The atresscd area was the
principal mesa’ by which the FhW
addressed overfishing a nearaboro

waters- Once delineated, use patterns
and nearshore resource problems were
noted and management measures
established for the stcesed area to
reduce fishing effort equitably to help
alleviate over!ishing The FhW outlined
factors which were mrnpottant to the
identification of the stressed cans.
Areas. however were judged fair
inclusion bared on overali aeon
characteristics, not because oH factors
were present to justify the induaion of
each ares

NOAA supports the extancion of the
stressed aro’c off Texas and Louiiane,
Both Taxes and Lcumsieri bars
population centers on or near the coct
similar in size and number to other
areas where tb-a tessed omen hoe bean
established, Coastal darelopreant in
Texas end Louisiana since the was
implemented has tact eared tb’: jolno:lsi
for public nccesc to the extended aeon,
Red an’’per. which ia aeverly
ovorfiabach is the principal reJ fish
species in these snore and H subject to
inttO’e pree’use xtc alan of the
strosad area is, therefore, ep eairic,ta.

Power hee’e rolter HOwl?, roil fish
trapa are tent now acnmo-’ly vend In time
extendcd trosc ed ar:. Prohibition of
these gc’e va 1effcce on o eoai non—
existent or very area.)1 group prasetetty
utilixing that gore lie Lti. P! Such a.
prohi itlon cod! further two management
objectives of tb: Fb{Pt to roiuir’ilae
conflVa botaiacn uses uoupo a’ the
resource end conflicts, for space: and, to
conseivo roof fish habitats and increase
reef fish rcecmrcee e:y neg.’Hve
socioseonmesic impacts on the entail
numb-sc of users of the prohibited goes
will b-c outweighad by increased, catch
pee unit of eurt ansi higher cocreetlansi
satlaftectica or similar benefite to the
othre acne

Coiimicnrc The core maceta) fishing
orgsnain tie: ansi erie of the minority
rspocte ales oh jested to the Council’s
rejection of tarring “ascot inc snores I
and g, which would have rcducnd the
current stresc:d anton boundarIes off
west Piovldc crrici mcdi west FlorIda,
respceetivn)y. T’ne coo a “store indicated
thot the carmen bcw’sch,aloc Include
area: of vary 1ev; human popida ties and
fishir,j gresaure. Thry nisinteined that
thoca reel ace sic not react the critecic

hi eiteenting the boundorlcc. ens)
were therefe:e propeced for removal
from the sirs-need ares. They alec’ noted
that the current bound ales bed created

rubleern with law enforcearmoet and
ighar1iroduciion costa
Area fishery resources were also

described, including a ease boss fishery
within the boundary addressed by
rejected menans’ 1. They indlcata’ that
development of this “underutilired”

fishery had been unduly restrcted by
the current boundary and resole tHus o(
traps, and would net interfere a’:th
shrimping operations.

Response: Both measures would
arm increase in fishing mortality on
neasshoro reef flshes in those areas,
which serve as nurseries fat juve.mie
fishes. For example, rejected reassure 3
would open an a,-ca easily accessible
from Key Wei and the Pineilas County
region. both of which have large
populations al grouper fishermen.
Rejected in’ era 1 would have a!lov.ed
expansion of the sea base fishery in the
west Florida region. The iong-tecn
effects of increase” fishing mortality en
the see beas resourres resulting from the
expanded fisboy is unknown. Based
upon these concerns. NOAn rupporis
the Council’s rejection of measures 1
and 3.

commenc Some fishermen ndcated
that prohibiting Iringline flirt ng for reef
fish withi , the 2C fathom contour east of
Cape Son Bier, Florid s would exct ode
them from the not paductive bottom
for red. ge niup.an’ tie a beckbose of the

z fishery.
In eddtals Iii tim prchibidJ being

economically danmgi::gc coarnancial
fishing ocg:sia:tHi’cl:s leslie” tori that
th me: resirletior as lor5liuine irid
buoy gees iron originally directcd
towac L the prot cation of the rod
snapper spa wnirg aloe’: lit the western
Gulf Cud was not tatendad to reduce the
harvert of lar spawning grouper. since
group; Lies ci dJ,fiorant rptoductive
biology. The orgecitcatlan further
indicated thrst grupsr fishhi’onialsy
by ol - 5oar- arc’m.i uo’e

from loaglirac, yet theac other aslitrig
modes arc riot prohibited instdc 20
fathor:

Other fishmarreri incliceatad that the 5O
fathossi area rectelettoan west of Cape
$r 51’ , would c’euas economic
handset i,

Respcsnace The prohibition of loagline
and buoy gone Ins e dirnataci fishery for
roof flab Inside a I the frtimom contour
eaet of Ce a Sine, Btnn is expected to
ceucelri’e dlnsptos to the Florida
grompor Sin-ny a: loss thou 10 porcest
of the rod ga-cupas catch occins ri this
arena The intent of this rcsttttini ts to
reduce the catch and eubacquent release
mortalIty of grouporn under 20 inches
that crc ebundent Inside of D fathoms.
Since most of thu larger groupars era
males, there Ia less concern over the use
of longhns: end buoy gear taking the
larger fish. NOAA hcl!oves that
affording protootion the smaller
females while rogoletirig the overall
harvest of larger fish (mostly nades)
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through quotas is a prudent management

strategy.
Longline and buoy gear are prohibited

risde the 5Ofathom contour in the

western Cf to protect the red snanner

resource The western area generally

coers :Ne rsne of redsnapoer as few

occur east of Cape San Slaso otfshore

of the 30 athoni oontour. The restriction

s designed to recLce the :rnpact of these

gears that rypIcaly have harvested large

red snapper from the spawning stock
from non-reef areas where catch per unit

effort by more tradiuoriai gear is tOO low

to fIsh economically. Since fecundiy of
red snapper increases with 5i70. it is

important to reduce harvest of large

individuals, Although other gear have

historically taken a greater share of the
grouper resources, it should be
mentioned that longiine are a recent

:ntroduction into the flshery. Thefore.

NOAA concurs with the establishment

of the ‘ongline and buoy gear restricted

areas.

tJs of Reef Flxh so eit

Comment: A number MI-time
commercial fisheimen who usc fish head

as bait for stone crabs, arid o
commercial fishing organization.

commented on the requirement that all

reef fish ho landed with head and fins
intact. The flsberriien felt that
misinterpretation of th proposcd rule

by iCy! arilorcaruent agents could causa

lost fishing time and therefore rmuit in

negative economic impacte on the stone

crab flsheri. The organization felt that
the requLreraent would prevc•nt the
consumption of catch by fishniniera on
board their vessel; the organization
proposed to exempt from the
requirement the preparation of fish for

immediate consumption while on boor,t.

Response: The regulations
implementing the FMP require rod
snappera to be laridod with head end
fins intact in order to provide vaholo
specimens ftona rebated fishermari arid
dealeta for docksida inspotIoaby
authorized statirtical rel>crting. a5ezria,
arid to ensure adheresico to the minimum
size limit, Amendment 1 wil! ‘xtond the
requirement to alt other reef fi;h foe
which minimum size Umito arc
instituted, The reguletiona are not

intended to preclude consumption
aboard a VCSSOi of legal-sized reel fish
taken under bag limits,

After landing, pc::osoian of reef fish
heads alone would riot concthuto a
violation, As added pruteatlon arid to
expedita enforcement, fishermen should
carry a receipt to document the
purchase of the fish heads.

Amberjack Ragulatioos

CommenL’ Several commercial

fishermen commented an the proposed

establishment of commercial size limits

and recreational size and bag imtts for

greater amberjack.
One commentor objected to the

proposed 36-inch fork length commercial

size limit, which he felt was not
warranted by the existing data base. He
also noted that greater amberjack
harvesung would already he reduced by
the other measures in the amendment,

since recreational fishermen would no

longer be able to sell their catch and
therefore would not target the species.

Based on thesis coflcerns, the commeator

suggested that both the commmciel size

limit and the recreational size be
changed to 26 inches fork length.

Another commercial fisherman stated
that the increase in landLng woe not
typical of ovcrfishirg. The ocr mentor

also supported the as-inch reercotional

size limit but indicated that the limited

data base did not woreant the proposed

recreational bag Bruit.
In addition, the cotnrnvntor objected

to the classification ofg.rmter
amberjack an reef fish, since he believed

that the spactee etc instead reid-water

fish that utilize reefs primarily for
feeding.

Response.- The corirment’ regarding a
limited data bests are beet sddrsrnd by

national standard 2 which dletaten that

conservation earl roe o’gerzortrit raeoeurec

be based on the best scientific
information avail” ht, even though
those date may be limited, Overfish
of greeter aorbjacka is possible but
may not be eccureicly shown by the
currently limited steel: assessment data,

Current rateo of both recreatli-mal arid

conimorciei fishing arc incrersing. For
examp?n, d:tx recently nrds available

for January, 19-26, in’Ucat.s that
conirnorciol effort and landIngs havo
mnr-e than doubled compci”.4 to date fo

recant yearn This rats of fishing
mortality could result In ovesfishing of
the specien, if that has not already
occurred. Ac othor real fish stocks
decline ar so quotes are met. anglers
will target elternetivo specien such en
greater arirberjacl’, to componanto for

reduced cr trims. This increased effort

may equal or excred the elimination of

fishing mortal tty by those scorer
fishermen who wore previettoly
harvoating 9-rector ariaberjeck for sale.
Overfishing racy therefor. still occur

despite the elimination of them
fishennen from the fishery.

Recreational catchari primarily froc
charter and party boats in Florida and
Louisiana, has fluctuated betaveeri 97
and 66 percent of the total harvest

between ‘,9”9 arid :;er These
indicate that Isienu TCra.y a: cc

stgntflcancly reduced by :escr-c:

that mode.
The propcsed bag :rmt on area a:

amberjack would result in

approximately a 45 percent reduct -r

recreational catch, based art ‘he :a—
average recreational catch, thus
significantly reducing fishir. 9 mer:a. n.

A larger bag limrt would resut ci a
much lower reductron :n ncorraitrv

NOAA believes that the car Dinat.;ri
of the proposed regulattons for b;:h
recreational and com.mrierc:a 5isrc--’-a-s
should help stocks return ‘o :ae :0

percent SSIIR goat stabirshd a ri-a
amendment, if overfIshir.g now ecirs 3
this specier is not yet overflshed .L

regulations represent an effect:. e
conservation strategy to prevent the
stock from falling below the Do

SSSF( goal.
In resr- so to the comment or: he

classification of greater ember;a•ck as a
reef Ssh, the avrt!ahie sc:ent.f:c nara
indicetea ti-at this species nhaa’a reef

arson. bt inclusion ri the reef fish
managea-ecnt unit therefore :s a order.

Incosno csi’rsmaate

Comment Several part ttme and
time comretal flsSere.o -cheated ‘a
the Council’s proposal that mare ‘hen
fifty peruacit of an :rrd:v:duai’
operator) earned income must be
derived from cormnerc:al,
headbo-at flOhit to quaiity for 1. -

fishing r.erinjt,
Some carornentors stated ‘hat ha

regulation would renmoce pa.
fishermen froro the fishery end
would reduce depletion of reef its-i

stocks. 1-towover. several fisher—red
noted that clorires of the fisher-a .-. ncr

the proposed quotas are met racy for:e
full-time flahar area to obtain
supplenacotri income. Such itahercaca

then would h0 forced from the its—arm i-;

such quotas, if lOSS than fifty percent ci

their comic! income were bert; ad fron;

fishing.
One canarnentor objected to :e

exclusion of unearned income kern i-.

Cou.nctl’s proposal. He correcrivo c
out that large numbers of screens .‘.a

live on penrione or other nccnee
classifled as unearned could c.a. cv

earning a smell income from mar
fishing activities..

Response.: This 51 percent hresao.d

was propoced by the Ceuac;i to

differentiate fishermen whose Dr -nor-c

income is corned ft-arts fishing cab

therefore depend on the shery for a -

livelihood, and to disinbure rca.:

in fishing effort necessary mc ran.. a

overfished reef fish stocks. the c, a
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and associsted eveoun now beneflutting

the recrearionel end pare.nnie
commercial fisbeti would be

redistnbuted to commemcml fishermen

who quahfy fore p’nmt.
Overfishing of certain reef fish species

has necessitated restrcmive quotes Wet
have stressed the commercial fishing
industry. As ream reef flsh spectre
become overfished, additional quotas
will be necessary. As noted in the RiR/
IRFA, the mconie requirement will
remove part-tires fishermen frem the
fishery and therefore lessen the iropac
of these restrictions on those who rely
on fishing for their prtinery income

The proposed regulations [repere
quotas rather than fixed fishing
seaso . Therefore, it is possible thnt
some or afl of the quotes will riot be
reached and that some parts of the
fishery wELl remain open inghout the
year. Once quotas are reectrri, there are
no restsictions egaint shifting to other
fisheries to meet the earned income
qualificatiotsr, ‘Th’refore, ecceso to the
fishery remaino open, hut cmmpatitloei
over quotan by part-time fishermen in
reduced, thereby distelbutleg the
benefits to time dependent u.eo the
fishery for th r livelthoed

The propOCci doe. not unduly hurden
those who depend on the flahee; ae
their primeu-y livslihcioi does ant limit
accese to certain gear types arid Is a
and equitable solution to ovcrflhlrig of
certain reef fish tr “ b recrartian
fishernien Rccreationol fishere e
would no longer be able to flab uudr
the commcia1 quote or sell thek catch
may be inconvenienced. NO/ hiuieves
that the Council’s propose! iill help
protect and rebudd overfiebed reef fish
stocks cod also reduce eceeernio
impacts on the airardy etresced
corrunerciol Phiry, fectora which fn
outweigh ee erich mccc enicercea on
the recreational sacton

ComrnerrL- ee’eraI coimneintons noted.
that the Lmfficf€ncy of their ge
prevented them from mariin the !‘52
percent income inquirceierit re each
person supplemented h1 income Fr.
other sourcer with heel and-bee Lucerne
during tintee of high demeed foe fLth.
and sector! the! !iar p..scen! of
S5.000ofrrsr individual’s (orvecece
operator) earned iricranse rmrct ba
derIved from cerciol. charoe, en
heedboot fishing to qitsuify far a
Recreational fisherman would ten be
removad from the rearcini fithcry,
while allowing mn Ii canorrenriril fLtihiztg
operations to etey in boetincee,

Respc’rwrn This aççs-oncb mould. allow
parl.tirne fisbecuec to obinieri permits
and enter the fishery. In addition. ci

person earistiig SZrOO cu .11. quaiiy I!
over S.3,GO of tb.ct income wan derived

from fishing. Use of a lump sure,
therefore, would provide penniLs to part-
time fishermen and thereby defeat the
intent of the Council’s proposal.

Economic ermfiir

Comment: Another issue d1Cr ‘bY
a commentor was the specific
management objective of Amendment I
to maximize net economic benaflt from
the reef fish flattery. Art economist from
a state university request. ‘c definition
of “net economic benefits” sin it applies
to optimum yield. The comments also
noted that Amendment I trientlonra flCi

economic benefits en art objective, but
then does not provide clear dot on the
monetary cliff. mccc betereca meidmuet
net economic benefits and current net
economic benctif.

Reponso: The Megesusn Act lnchrdos
economic consideretlons within the
definition of optimum yield. Congress
did not furthe define economic
connideretlocu in ti Act: thorerere, the
relevrtt economic conaideraittoug s’ihcn
discussing optimum yield arc
uete!Thni. LAnr-y

SnotLiu tkj I. 5ijiOe,-.r.

regulatory , ct revkws. According to
NMIll gri!dnii.rzc foe the prepererica a!
regitlatoy impact cevimue, ri-ct c.moo he
benefits are dohr.ed as the am • a!
producer arid consumer suaptue
associnted with comseisrehil steed
recr-eetkm’l flabe-ry effort.

Furthmo..o;e. date do not currently
edet iii ii ceo prer4dn a
answer an to the menetony
be twa cc cu”reut net economic benefits
ace! reurdeicre riot ecereorie bc osfita,
Hov;eeerr, the smeedw.cr.i cleat-ty

indicates that currant yield Es wo
bole-. .ptlanu’c ylcid

Vested creed. Casc enfaty

Conwroctr Tm-u aetaority
many cornrirecia) fiebwsw a, inchcib;g

of a cecceareid fiurh:teg

oreniceii’cu. cited ye-cad enfoty are part
of their ohca-ieere to szc: a! the,
man:rrreoct ore;co’ree opproced by the
Counci, iai4udlrrg cirecced rwr.
bounder-icc, gear reetricticee-, quntrwe,
sine limit’, end. rarri.cted ereca for
buoys and. leeghnec.

Severrd. amen sen noted. that Wa-c:
measucca mc; p rare eriftOy pr-cider a few
the emetic: uric-cole the! harm to mncri
large dtctc eec tn legal eh3cc.g- are-se.
Orm comniorate-: cod tbet trpe cif np to
flv hoer-a tony be rer-ulwcd to ‘euul to
and fwvec the noire longiLrio er-a:.

Some commented Wet longr’ travel
times alra v:ouhd. be needed to mc:’! the
quote and sire limit rastriatloan,

te dange-ecue cosedil-ina fcc
fisheruren daring bed weotiem. They
suggested thet ymca! safety prot lame

may sire result from Lbs additiona irne
at sea requrred by Federal persernei :o
enforce th new megeiatioea.

Reoo,ç’ The mrnagene:i measures
approved by the Councti do not
establish a ftxnd period of lime for
uishiç regerdisisn of climatic
conditions. Fishermen sire able to flsh
during good weather when vessel safe’.y
is maximized. The increased risk to
vess&st arsociated with travel to the
new fishing areas s product of the
potential dangers inherent in travel at
sea. In eerier to increase Ve330l sins! crew
safety, accurate wce.ther forecasts are

available for utilization by both
fisharniers 0011 it:; eiifu:ceiont
personree -

To evold life three t riin, conditions,
flshc,rxtcn should pompons travel during
unsafe or marginal weather, and resume

fishing diving good weather until the
quotee tens met.

Che-&: ‘ices-el and Headhact

ornrnvnt: On: of the minority reports

objected to the Curtcii’ proposal that
both chretee r’eoah’ cmi be-lbeeto with
perudoe to fish urver- the corneICrciCi

quota be required to ftcb uncte the bag
limit r’her rind charter or wheo theta

including urpt’ee arid ci em. The
minority repel pt..ipd teeters! that
such be-to he re’trnsd to fih r’edr rue
bag limit whi-’ eunice oher-ice or- when
there arc crynr tIer-c fivC pe-re..r abeord.
including capt earn! c- ..e.

The reinereity repert noted that charter
vesnele and hard-’aets typimity tertot

reef flab corer-armiefly when, business s
slow. The rmzt steted that up to five

persons are nmlo1 t fleli comruerciauiy

on such boats, erpocinil; rub .r using
bottom ri. on the Councti’s
proposal. a charter vessel or hered’raat
not under’ oherhe: bat v th frrer or five
persona abecr4 n- odd the, .fare be
rtndu)y mete toted tu the bag titer!, end
would met bee abbe to flab ocr. ‘ear-daily.
The re-pc:-! elan stated that fe-u-s or five
pare-acre cm such beater me be needed to
man Ibe: Fe, better. Fishini-g.

Further, the report stolen! that the
Conned b:.o-:d itS preepoce! an the
requirernonte far nea-c.kcrrl chart:
vesa&a and hoc-dir-eta etc ce-domed in

1” - .- -‘ f’. - --
-

.‘

uiC u,u.jr, ,..r-, - -. r .c-.--n
which typiciolly do sr-nt us’ maltiplo troll
linen mtrdc fich’rg ceeenrrueresolly.

Reponse: NQAA nue err-a the
Cot.rrrcit’a pr-opec-sd, end beiks’msi that
chmrtcr venede cc-ni, baccttmete wsth
persnktee tn flaIr carrier the aommarc.aI
quota shard ‘ be required to fish under
the beg head err-be-c unrig: charter or
when there arc criers then three persons
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Fedr’al o-ter

aboard, ncludtng captain and crew,

Data avatlabe from SOAA sur,e s of
charter esis and headhoats ndtcate
that most such boats do not typically
use o er three persons on board to ftsh
comrnerc:aiiy fcr reef fish. Based on
.ormation economic mpacts
asscc:ated tb ti”:s rule w:il be lirutted
to a few carter vessels and headioats
that would not he able to utilize their
permits to fish under the commercial
quota. Furthermore, the rule wtll ailow
effecti a enforcement of recreational
bag limits consistent with legitimate use
of commerctal permits for the large
majority of vessels affected by thiq rule

The minority report proposal might

encourage boats under charter w:th five
persons total sri board to hardest excr’. -

amounts of reef fish by clainring to be
fishing corrunerciafly. NOAA believes
that the ensuing diffiru1ti and lessen
to enforcement of conser’oticri and
allocativo ateastifes wouid far outweigh
arty benefits to be derived from- uia
which would accommodate legitiwa to
commercial fishing by these few boats
when not under charter,

The net effect of the Council’s
proposal is a reduction of fishing
mortality by charter vessels and
headboats, thus cmstrihut[ag to
necessary coneervction of the
overfished reef fish reources This
benefit justifies the economic imprints on
the few such vessels that are advescly
affected by the Council’s proposri,

Changan fl,ern the P’i eon-I lvla

In 841.4(c), the fees charged for- each
permit and for each fish trap
dentiflcation ta art. spocificel so
and Si, respactively Them amounts
were included in the pi-earabie to the
proposed rule as the initial fem to ho
charged but were not spacrfiad in the
codified rection. Art earlier, prethain’ry
analysis of the administrative noot of
issuing perrnito end togs hod Ledlcatc.1
fees of Si and SI. Those azaoono tiara

included in the RDIJIRPA which
accompanied Amendment 1. A more
detailed analysie of the direct and
indirect administrative cctts of leanhig
permits and tags. irtcludi
nformatioa on Dapcotnw f

Comrner-cu and NOAA ovw sad end.
other cei5, rounded to whole dollar
amounts, rerultsd in the current face of
523 and 51., Any revision of there free
necessitated by a siiifiearit changa in
the administrative coats will be made by
appropriate amendment to 841,4(c).

The heading of 841.8 is revised by
adding the word “structure” to identify
more clearly the requirements for
identification contained in that section,

The prohibitions of § § 841.7(fl and
841.21(d) on purchase or sale of reef flali

sma.er than ‘be rnir.mum szes 5

removed as unnecessarily dupiicattve,
The ;csseas.cn of reef fish sniratler than
the rn,rr:mum sizes i5 prohtbtted by the
regulations ‘.nthi part. and purchase or
sale of arty rIsh taken or retatned n
v:olat:on of any regniations issued under
he Magriusoa Act s prohibited by the

general prohibitions in § 8201.
§ &41.24b) and 84125, the bag

limit and commercial quotas of “All
others-- unlimited” are removed,

L’niirnited does not constttute a bag
limit or a quota and it is unnecessary to
:nclude a rule to ridicate that harvest
restrictions are riot estabitshed for other
species.

Section 84127 of the proposcd rule
included the staterrimil front
Amendment 1 of the long-term optimum
yield of the reef fish fishery and
contained procedure; flora Amendment
1 for setting TAG and adjurting
manegeinne measures annually by
regulattoa The optwnon yteld and TAC
procedures ‘.‘.rouid apply to the Counctl
and NMPS hut are not reguJtnry in
nature bscnttsn they do not control th
behavior of fisheruiem, Accordingly,
NOAA bee concluded that regu1alory
language I riot necessary to implement
the procedrcn for adjusting optirnnrt
yield. TAC or sire limits, quotra. or
other mnnsgement measures. NCAA
chose to publish the optLniun yield a-nd
TAG pr-ocodume in the proporcri rule no
the moat effastivo manna of notifying
interested 0i eons sod obtiriag pubii
commrian, Accordingly, the StritCL000t of
long-ta optiniur isld arid the TAG
procedures foe ,ettltn total llowbi
catch arid adjusting utnnagiisei
tneasurcw arm no Uy, contawed in
Amendment 1, are approved but need

rio regulations in iriipleaut thee,;
produrar. Ceusoquently, § 841.27, as
published Is the proposed nda is not
included In thin fitir rule.

As diacirts’;d oh-aye, NOAA is
disapproving the appllnntion to the
uneortod c-atnh of rae! flab in the
groundfisi: ir,;wi fishing 01(1) tin. beg
and aLec Uwit, (2) the pci-mIs
requirement for sale of reef fish, and (3)
the commercial closure provieicno
Accordingly, a definition of grmmoh
trawlfisheryis added to § 841.2 and
examptiono for the gsoundf sit ttawi
fishery aro added at § 841.27.

Approv$ of Arun ‘Iiravt I

NOAA concurs with the problorrin irs
the reef flab fishery and the
management objectives as stated in
Amendment 1. NOAA finds that the
rnanagerm- t measures of Amendment 1

address the problems end may achieve
the objectives, arid, accordingly, wttb
the limited exception noted above

the ro-..r.o[ sri

QA.A sppro’es .‘\.‘re::;.:t

Effective Datec

The new VCSSCi, Stn,Ct;re sr:

dentification requreneri’s i 0--in s-
bag and possesson ruts vi: 04
.mplemented by hs D1,O 0e:enu,
aPplicatton and enforcecrierit. :-:s a

categertzatien of reef fls fisnerrn
accordance wtth pemrni:t:nc
requirerents .Acccr-0r.y. ‘‘a ear—--..
requirerrients (I O-t4t are e:;e-:.. a

January 22, 19-90, arid lIe-tIe a-rd 0-il :s

land the.r cor;es:oriCn9 :-:n.:.css
I 841.7) wli be effec:ve
The delayed effecnveaes; of II w: C
and 64124 wtil ellow saffic:eri:’:rri a
owners and operators mi tre l.a-er-,
obtain and submit aeplca:.cns s:.c [ci’

NMIS to process arid Cgue 4cr’;..
other changro in this ru. w- .1 ic
effective Fabruary 21 1990.

This rule contains cite. at-, a
minimum Uretis fee sneer rca
( &ti,21(aj(0l) that dat eric c;
the -orson catchn0 he arc—a-s .

suhioct to bag I -‘s. o.cce:s ‘131

limit provioioi:; --ri riOt cIsc:--, a

until Ap1t 22. 1900, rh -rird’ :1
alterurtvo SisC units 28 cores

length) s-ril appiy to st hs:;-:.’s
amberjack rssirn Feb -a ,y 11. ‘

Apni 22, 19-90. Flft’Lttvs Ai 20 1
the 2.8-inch nir-o:-s S.DtP .Jrit .‘

apply to a par-eon soLes: ci cc - -

and a 22 inch (fork lr,gci sj:— —c:
apply to mi p-sr-soDs nt 3.-n’ COt 1 5

limit.
The prohibitios of ;h- .s. -

that third roll. rh-c rac. --aruci: c --a

permittofl5lmothi %ao’.;sps-:: --. -s
the requiramcLa fcc gunr. sr:
srt’uctut: dectificticus s: a- ‘

(b)) ; .11 reusesa t rth;-on. ci:: .-5.r:..

1990,
The delcyad ff0cuvece; of

-,
-cc’.-:-,

of this ruin nota;,th.s:anjun, sc
conimerseil qiots’ -t-tsLcse0 si

I 8412.3 will apply to she ft,mi,:.0 yea:’
comm-sromg Ott January 1. :990.

The S-scmtecy of Cori-a.ce
deterrznecd hint Ame’crueec: :
rieceserny foe the corssens:.cn s;i

managetnont of the reuf ‘ish I’Iarc’—,

that it is crii-ssi:-tant a-actS ccc \ta
Act and other appliasbie Ia-v

The Under Sanr-s,rary for Ccc a:.s a-:
Atmosphrc, OAA. dsten.,;.rta: can

this rule is not n “mater rcde - ccc s,rir

regulatory impact ‘os,r a,s -c1er 0 .11)
121St This rute ariaS .:kc. ci rca,.: -c
an annual effect on die aeon:::--. cl
million or niece: a ri.a}nr .n-:resse

costs or prices foe con a;rie:s. - 1 ‘ -

sndustr-ari-. Fdrai. sna’e. cr -

‘Di ‘ii -‘2 14 ___ ,- -

— —cc -_ --



goemment encies, or eegTaphic

regions; or s sigrufirit adverse effect

on competition. employment.
nvestment. productivtty, innovation, or

,he ability of US-based enterpriseo to

compete with foreign’based enterprises

in domestic or eport markets.
The Council preared a Rejletory

!cnct Revtew [RlR/!nitial Re ‘:ory
Fxibiiity Analysia (1RFA) for th
proposed rule. Based on the RIR!IRFA,
which descnbed. the effects the rule
would have on smell business en;ties,
the Assistant Admrnisator for
Fisheries, NOAA, (Assistant
Administrator) concluded thet the
proposed rule, if adopted, will have
s:gnificaut economic effecta on a
substantiri number of emaIl entities. A
summary of the econortic effects woe
included in the proposc’l rule published
at 54 FR 4129, October e, igi3e, d is
not repeated hei.

NMFS bee prepared a Final
Regule tory Flexibility Analycie (FT{FA)
vhich adc)eaaes the need for the
ohjective of the n& rule, rom’riizco
public coniment; and respeneso thereto,
explains chan. to the proped raIn
made by the fine! role, end refu to
discuscion of propneed arid alto;rvo
management measurer desir to
minrm2a cigniflcont a anomie irnpoct
on small entttiae.

The Council bars dotenniried that thin
rule will be impleriuentod En o manner
that is consistent to tire moximve exteri
practicable with the epprovd coarstel
zone management prograrna of
Alabama, florida, Lootsiruir. and
Missiseipi. Texee done not have art
approved coastal cono flsnaeinrnt
program. Theen drineminctione wear
submitted for review by the ponribh
state agenciec ‘cder enction 37 of the
Coastal Zone Manerment Act. None of
the states coumucntedi within the
statutory Uron poriod, arid.
consistency is auto ticetly irsrehnil.

The Couctl preisecrd crc
envronrnenta1 aa:azarnont (EA) Ice
Amendment I and, hosed on the F th
Assistant Administrator concluded that
there will be no significant cdvuaer
impact on the human environrwcct no o
result of this rule.

This rule contain’ trio noui CDI! ullrri
of-information requirements and revisor
two existing requirements. ou5j:et to the
Paperworic Fteductioo Act. Theon
collections of information have bean
a pproved by the Office of Manaemeat
and Budget, end the following 0MB
Control Numbens eppiyi faermit
requirement (reviend) 0MB C”2Ct
headboet requi.rament (revised) 0MB
O4SOOi€ charter boat logbook
ri’q irernent (new) 0MB

and commercial boot ic9book (new)
CM O84-8O234.

A comment received from a stCtO
agency during the public c,orutroent
period regardung implenu..uutation of
Amendment 18 size limit for jewfish
implicated federalism principles to an
extent that woe sufficient in warrant
preparation of a federeliem arreasment
under E.G. 12012 to addnssa thet
measure. A federalism aewesmant was
prepared which concluded that
implemerutetion of the measure was
consistent with the principles, criteria,
and requirements of E.O. 12612,

The Aseistorit Adrninitsatou’. ptLrsuent
to the Administrative Focedure Act. 5
U.S.C. 553(d)(3), finds for good cause.
numely, to provide for timely end
effective trnpiementction of necessary
conservation messurets, that it is not
necessary to delay for 30 days the
effective date of C$i. of this rule.

Urst of SoJea’a in 6 0FR Pu ui 641

Fisherioc, Fishing. Rrerting and
recordkeoping requirements.

Daterh January 17. 1ts(?.

Jar eLTitrlr”, Ire
A cong .4aa/rnct A drnin ‘rJcet.rfoc Fichencr.
VctjonnJ Mernc Firhence Srrnee.

For reasons sot teeth in the procrobla,
50 CiR peut 641 in amerct.d cc fol!ciric

PAWI’ 6.41 PLtSP P151 F121i’V O
m iij cw ir:i

1. The authority eiintlon for Pont 641
conti.nuee to road en follow,.:

Autb5:10 USC. 18O at sc..

2. Effective Pobro cry 21, 15V2, in
641.1. pursccpb (b) in rorruced to rard

3 foUnron. -

§ 041i Pu eec.e ccl encpr.
a C

(b) Thin pm” govorrie cone creation
arid m:gez, ct of rurf fi tim
of the GuLf of Meidur. oncesi that
H 641.5 oeidfl2S nine to fisk
from adJoIning Stain

3. Effective Fobe ;‘ 21, 1660. be
1.7, tin’ deftmthro for Mnnnprorent

arec in reeer”ocdr Figricac I arid 2 are
rec’ .[netnd cc Appemuc!’x A. FIgurer 1
and in the d:firllen for Font lengti,
the pare ethcticc! phecco “(Sac App earbir
A. Figure 1.)” irs added afktr the perict
in the definition for Pors erhend, the
word “which” is reviled to read ‘thot’:
in the definition foe Statiotic& area, the
p+irase “Appendix A. is addad before
the word “Flgrsra’; in the defInition for
Total 1e60’th, the word “whefl” is added
before the word “dennssrrd” and the
parenthetical phrase at th end of the
definition is reviadd to read “(Se
Appendix A. Figure 1.)”; the definitions

for Cha.er vessel. heodhoct, ceei .ss,
and Ro/.’r (nsri era revscd; and cew

definitions for Buoy geer. Gemcr.sa

tcawlfish0iy, and Trio are added ri

alphabetical order to read as fo(ws

841.2 DflatPe

Buoy gear means fishing geer
consisb.ng of a float ad one or more
weughted lines suapended therefrom,
generally long enough to reach the
bottom, on which there is a hook or
hooks (usually 8 to 10) at or near the
end, which is allowed to dnft freely w:;c

periodic ratilevel to remove catch and
rebait hooba.

C’harter vessel means a vessel whose

operator is licesrd by the U.S. Coast
Guard to cai.y sur or fewer pay:ng
pass;ngers and whose passengers fib
for a fee. A charter vessel with a pemnit
to fish on a comnuia-rciel quota for merf
fish is under chL. tee’ when it carries a
passenge who fisin.s fore fee, or .hec
there are mere th.a three persons
aboard including oparatre and crew

Groundfish tea w! fishery means
fishing by a vessel that uses a bottom
trawl, the unsorted catch of winch is
ground up for animal feed ci’ industrial
producta.

Headb.uyol meorir s v5stsel whose
operatoc in Ucew”d by the U.S. Coast
Guard to carry “en or room parmng
passengnn; nd vhon’e psee h
for a fee. A hod),.., .t with o pe.rnit to
fish on r. coro’:,rnrai quote for neat
is operatir’g an a bcrdbn v;hen it

carries a preserign’ who fishe fur a lee.
or whoa th:rn r micro than
person: obcnmni iacludirtg oper tea arid

Reeffinh refren to fish [it the fomlowcg
two categ’ Ice:

(a) Mtneerre:t macit, Srrcma’; tahen ri
the directed fishery include the
foflowin,;;

SnappnseLut)eaidn: Fam’Iy

Queen erLep”e, FtelLe eczslctnn
Mutton snc-wr, Luefarsus onolis
Schoolmartcc, Lutjonus opo*s
Blackfia ncep;n’. i.uc/nrcree buccariei.ma
Red srioppen. List/ones campcehcnus
Cub’er-et ereppee’, Lo:t,inicus cyonoprerus
Gray (mogeovc) cnnp.par, La’Qanus

g176e’ze
Dog m’pr Lrrrfamrsjacms
Mahogery ;nenrc. List/anon rrtohogo”i
Lane moppre. Laitjcrnon syr?rtgrum
Silk snapper, Lot/crests vivanus
Yellov.’ta) snapper. Onyuruis che sri us
Wenchnrnre ?rrstzoomoid aqw io no n’s
Vermilion snapper, Rhombopliles

aura

\o.i4/bicndayanea--1’,iid r

crew.



Croupers Serrantdae Farnty

Rock Snd, E ehe!u3 odscensorts
Speckied hind, o,neotteJus

drvrnrnondiayt
Yellowedge grouper, Li r!ep/’elus

‘a volim Q tus
Red hnd, E3:nephe!usguttotus
Jewlish, Epinephelus itajara

Red grouper. onehe:us maria
Misty grouper. e.rp c/os .7?yStaCifluS

Warsaw grouper. Enirephe!us n,gritLts
Snowy grouper. Epinephe/us niveatus

Nassau grm.per. Ep:rephe/us sThatug
Black grouper. Mycteraperca boriaci
Yellowrnouth goup2r. Mycteropoica

:nterstita1ig
Gag, Mycterupcrcc2 micrvlep/s
Scamp, Mycteroparca phunox
YeHowfin grouper. Mycteroperca

venenosa

Sea Bassei.. Serr&nidae Family

Bank sea Centrvpn’stis ocyurric
Rock r..’a bison, Centropri.ct!a

philade/phica
Black sea basa, Certtropristis sir/rita

Tilefishca. Molaconthidne FarniTy

Goldface tilefish. Caulolatilus chrysopo
Blackilne tiiefi&t, C’aulolcitilus cya.mrips
Anchor tilefish. Caulolcrtiiuu

intennede’o
Blueline ttl•ih, Caulo/ati/us mictopa
Tilefish, Lapholatilus charnoeloonticeps

Jacks-.-Carangidae Faintly

Greater ambor( k, Seriola r/urjwrth
Lessiar arnbn. jr Ear/ala farina

Grunts- Hacmu1i?a Family

White . unt. 1—Icemu/on pILirrieri

Porgies—-Sporidee Family

Red porgy, Pcgrtuc pugrus

Trigerfishes —Beilistidac FamiJy

Gray trigc.fisb. Ba/Lctr copriscr
(b) Fishery. Species takeu incidntal

to the directd fishery inclzadg tha
followi reiy

Wrassen —Leibridise Family

1 logfish. Lachnolairnus maarimua

Grunts Haotruxlideo Family

Tom tale. h1aemuJon aiim/menturn
lhgfish. Orthapristhi ohm ysopterr,

Por-gies.- -Sparidr Fcartl

Grass porgy. Ca/amos oratifrans
Joithead porgy. Calarnus bajonad,
Knobbed porgy. Ca/amos nodosus
Littlehead porgy, Co/amos prondena
Pinfish. Logodon rhomboidus

Sand Perahe $arranidacj Family

Dwarf sand porch, Dtplsctrum
b/v it to turn

Sand perch. Diplectrijmformurn

Trggerfishes. —E3alistidea Family

Queen trggerfish, Ba/istes ve/ula

Roller trawl means a trawl net
equipped with a series of larga solid
railers separated by several smaller
spacer rollers on a separatt cable or line
(sweep) connected to the foota-ope,
which makac it po/athir to fiSh the gear
cver rough bottom, i.e., in ar-eec
unsuitable for fishing conventional
shnmp trawla. Rigid fra ned trawla
adapted for shnmpin,g over uneven
bottom in wide use along the w:st coast
of Florida, rind shrimp trawla with
hollow plastic rollers for Fishing on soft
bottoms. are no coruqideed rolier
trawl a,

Trtp means a Fishing trip. regardless of
number of days duration, that begins
with departure from a dock, berth,
beach, seariall. or ramp and th
termino :io with return to a dada berth,
beach, g€aomCll, or ramp.

4. Effective January 22. l94, * 641.4 ic
reviscd to read as follows:

641.4 Permt,
(a) Applicability. (1) As a

to selling ran! Fish end to be chgihl.: for
exemption fstn tho beg LiiniL pamfla
in 641.24(b), en owner or opatrioe a! a
vessel that fir-han in that E!2 c ía pea-non
who flshao in the ERt fr-nm ma
must obtain art ennui) vencl paraait.

(2) A qualifying owner or opai—ator of a
charter vecs or headbent me; obfm at

permit. Howenr, a shea-tar vanes-I or
headboat meant adhein to atppbc blat bag
limita whoa under charter or carrying a
passenger who fiabe far a for.

(3) For a corporation to be eligibia for
a vessel portait, that statement required
by parag.oph (b)(2)(xi) of this section
must be iwi.dnd by a sbnrohold:o or
ofose of the couporottaa or the vron-r)
operator.

(4) An ownor or operator of at veered
using FIsh trap In the or ma pea-ron
using a fish tamp fronts a atsucturo Ira this
EEZ mud obt”io both a veered permit
and a color code from that Regionrd
Director.

(5) A vessel permit issued apse din
qualification of ar operator is valid only
when that person is the opor-o tar of the
v es ac-i.

(b) Application for psnaeP (1) Art
application for a voCatal permit must ho
submitt.ed and signed by the ownor or
operator of that veered or by a per-ann
who fishes from at structuze.. The
application must be submitted to that
Regional Director at Iciest 60 dayc prior
to the date on which the applicant
desires to have the permit macdo
effectivo.

(2) Pei-s,it appceris srusi rto.

foitow:ng :nforoa::on s eas;
from a str’.cture may o:,ui
ire/or-rita don):

(i) Nan.-. matling ad-rats oc*o’
zip coda. r.rid tdaptioa srter -a
owner of that vesmni;

(it) Nanrin. mathog address mc.
zip code. arid telephone number -

applicant, if other than die o woe:;
(iii) Social security number sod

of birth of the applicant sod the o.ors
(:v) Name of the vessel:
(v) The vessel’s offic:al o-,mbe—
(vi) Home port ot prancoc-al or-i ‘f

landing, gras-a tonnage. rabo rat a
and length of rIte vessel:

(vii) Engirsa horsapawer son ens ‘a
vessel was built:

(viii) Type of gear to be f-tilted a” I
other Fisheries vessel s use-O oc

(ix) Passenger capac:cy and Id S.
Guard license number(s) of easel
opera;c..n) :f the vassal also ooe.s’ea
a charter vessel or headbcat -i-.r-og me

(x) Any eahet information conceoo.r-s
vessel end gear chareicrers:.cs
reques’a.-( by th aginoel Otreorco:

(xi) A sworn statement by rIte
applicant certtfying that snore han ED

percent of his or ham ean.:ed OccS.:C .. a
derivad fruru cotn’nectal. cOarser. or
headb-oet fishing dur:ng the ca’eodr
year pa-acedling the epplica:co:

(xii) Proof of certrficar:on. a -

by paragmph (b)(3) of thra s? so
(xiii) If fish traps w:il be ,sad

harvest reef fish.
(A) Tho nanher, dmeos.c-os.

estimated cubic volume ci’ th Zsb
that w:Ii be ood:

(B) The eppiica:t’r -dea.red ::
for use in identifying hi or oar -,

and buoyaat and
(C) A gtate:nerit diet thr

allow an ruthoa-coatd offErs’s: sass-noses
access to b/s or bar propea-ty . easci.
dock, or stew tare) to exso—nrine fish iso:

for comphann-a with these reg.:se.ces.
and

(xiv) It’ fbi-b traps wall be nse..i bnso

fixed structu
(A) The name end nurno-er sHoe,- -

gas structure or the moat nesonpo.
identification for other tI. pet of

strun -eec; end
(B) The location of the

latu-de cad longitude or brsrance am
direction fa-oru a fixed porni of aol

(3) The Regiosri Dtr-e-cror cia os,
the applicant to prov:de docoo’coo.
suppor-ting the swcriri statement ,o
paragraph (b)(2iJxi) of dii

for-a ma p:nmt tat stued or 3

substantiate why iuch a per’—
not be denied, revoked, or . a

- Peharal Rngrse: - o:- i3 N ‘4 Mco-:-av eri,er’2D EcC R..eea’ - :-s

year:



sanctioned under paragraph (i) of this
sectton.

(4) Any change in the informatton
,pecifjed in paragraph )b) of this section
mus be submitted in writing to the
Regional Director by the pernit holder
within 30 das of any such change.
Failure to notify the Regonal Director of
any change in the rreuired information
will result in a presumption that the
information is snil accurate and current.

(c) Fees. A fee of 123 w1l be charged
for each permit issued under paraaph
(a) of this section and a fee of SI will be
charged for each fish trap identification
tag required under § 841.8(d). The
appropriate fee must accompany each
permit epplication or request for fish
trap identification tags.

(d) issuance. (1) Except as provided In
suirpart D of 15 CFR part 904. the
Regional Director will issua ii permit at
any time during the flahit year to the
applicant. In addition. the Regional
Director will issue a nuinbored tag for
each fish trap that is used in the EE
and will deeinato a color code to b3
used for the identiflcation of each vucj
and fih trap buoyo when such vessel
and buoys era used fish with fish
traps in the E!7,

(2) Upon receipt of an incoasplnto
application, the Regional Director will
notify the applicant of thu deflcieac. TI
the applicant fails to correct th
deficiency within 30 daya, tha
applicatIon -:ill be consider-d
a bandoned.

(e) Permit condition. Compliance with
the reportiri requirements of 841.6 La a
conditIon for the issuance, r-eisguance,
or continuing validity of a permit isesied
under this section. Failure to comply
with the a requirements may result in
the denial or seation of a
pursuant to subpart 0 of IS CFR part
904.

(f) Duration. A permit rerucins valid
for the remainder of the fishing yoar for
which it is issued icrilesc revohed,
suspended, or modified pctrmrant to
subpertDofI5CFrperi900,

(g) Transfer A permit iseucd under
this section is nortransferebto or
assignable. A per-son purchm!ng r
vessel with a permit to fish for real
must apply for a permit in accordance
with the provisions of para,, iph (b) of
this section. The opplication mud be
accompanied by a copy of an executed
(signed) bill of sale.

(h) Display. A pernait issued under
this section must be carried on board
the fishing vassal or ftxad stnicture, end
such vessel or gu’ucture niu.et be
identified as provldcd for La 841.8. The
operator of a fishing vessel or peron
fishing fish traps from a fixed structure

must present the permit fcc :nspection
upon request of an authorized officer.

(I) Sanctions. Procedures govermng
per-mit sanctions and aenials are found
at subpart 0 of 15 CFR part 901.

(j) Alteration. A permit that is altered.
erased, or muitilated is invalid.

(k) RepiacernenL A replacement
permit may be issued. An application for
a replacement puredi will not be
considered a new application.

5. Effective February 21, 1990, in
841.5, in paragraph (b), the

introductory text and paragraph (b112)
are revised, in parnguaphr (b)(1) and
(b)(3) through (6), the semicolons errs
removed and periods are added in their
place, and paragaphs (b)(7) and (8) are
removed; V pereg”aph (C), tb.
introductory text it revised, in
paragraphs (c)(1) through (4), the
semicolons ore rorivved end periods ar-s
added in their placo, and irs paragraph
(c)(5), the semicolon end the word “and”
are removed and a peol Ia ad,isd in
their place; in paragraph (ci), in th i

introductory tant, the phrasa “or porte
therocir’ Is removed viharc it appeara In
two phvea end the cosneeno precding
and following the oc.ond appmiranco
are removed; irs pnrsgrruph (g), the
introductory text is ra;’tccj L
parsgraphr (g)(1) through (3), tim
semlcolon era removed and periods are
added La their pLace, iii p grnpb (g)(4),
the £ea’JCCior and tha word “mud” no
removed end a pood La added in th’lr
place, and a cc .-‘s pr-ri.gropb (g)(6) La
adamt us parc, uph (Ii), in the
introductory tc$t, tho wor dcc “or
quarterly” are r-uvbcd to read “or more
frequent”; end prrngucpbe () and (i) era
revised to wad a. fullowc:

ç 041J Rauui’sccj and ailing.
a a a C a

(b) Vecaclr wsdpccrso its fishing with
fish or: The owner or operator of a
vewil cc a pc”ou on a structure

84IJ to fish wIth o
flh trap [a th G4sif of Macdee ERt or
who fiehc,a In. od5oirthag cuto wotera
taunt maintain a fishing record on a form
available from ties ‘cieaca and Research
Dtreetcjr, Thccii furt-- onset ho submitted
to the Science cud Reaeo.rch Director so
as to ha recelved flOt letor than 7 days
after the, cud of each fishing trip or, l.a
thecaca ofnpernsufit’Jigwithflah
traps from a ctrexatu:a, riot later than?
days oTher the end of each month, If no
fishing occurred dtizLrcg a month, a reperit
so stating must b submitted oat one of
the forino Its be re dyed riOt later than 7
days after the and of each month. If
fishing cc nursed, the following
information imast be reportadi

2J Pounds of catch of reef fish y

spec:es for each :ype of gear used.

(c) Vessels not ,‘shirg with “sh cars.
The owner or operator of a VCSSCi hat s
permitted under 841.4 to fish with gear
other than fish traps in the Gulf of
Mexico EEZ, or who fishes in adjoining
State waters and who a selected by :he
Science and Reseach Director, must
maintain a fishing record for each
fishing trip on a forri avadabie from the
Science and Research Direc:or. The so
forms must be submitted to the Scence
and Research Director on a monthly
basis (or more frequ .‘- iy. if requested
by the Science arid Rc.;aerch Direccc)
so as to ha received not later than the
7th day of the end of the reporting
period. If rio fishing occurred during a
month, a report so stating must be
submitted on one of the fonis. If fishing
occurred, the following in1or-nation must
be reported for each trip:
• a a • a

(fl var-solo. The owner or
operotor cf a ch’ tsr Vmidi that flshes
for or lan’’ reef fish cindr the bag lini:ts
in the Gulf of Mmdcc E?Z an in
adjoining Stoto water-s. Oitl who is
selected to report resist r;iaiutrmn a daily
fishing teco;d for cacti tr:p on
provided by tier Science and Research
Director’, ar” must sub nit the forms to

I.. j. f
uiC n. ‘‘..‘i

weckl’ within 7 dayc of tb’s end of each
wra’ (Sunday). unfornstioti on the
forum includes, but is not linsitud to the
following:

(1) Sante and OffiCiCi number of
vs seal

(2) Operutor’a Coast Guard 1cese
number.

(3) Date and dcnstion of fishing
p.,-. I.(hours) 0. s.sC.ci iiij

(4) Number of fishermen on trip.

(5) FIshing location, by statistical
area.

(8) Fishing methods nd t-1 f gear.
(7) Sp€-eiao
(8) Number end estinie ted weight of

fish caught by species.
(g) Headbc’ata. The ovmcr or operator

of a headhoat thet fiehot for or lands
reef fiats in the Gulf of Mexico SF7 or in
adjoining Stat’s water, and who is
selected to r—riport, mrm3 maintain a
fishing record for each trip, or a portion
of such tripe as ape rifled by the Sc:ence
and Research Oire.,tor, ott forms
provided by this Science and Research
Director and racist report the folIow:rg
information at least monthly within 7

days of the earl of each month:
• • a a

2O8 FederaiReci5ter!0l.D3’’0. / ?: J&nuarv 22. 99O/Raes arid Rec.,.gcDrs



6 Opeaor a LS. Coast Guard

CtSO

(tJ ,4d;:acci O’a?G cOd :.spec:/a7.

Addit:ona! daa wll be collected by
uhorzed sa slca) reporting agents.
as esrees of he Sctence and
Researcn Crector, and by anthorized
cTicers. An owner or operator of a
fishing vessel, a persod fishing traps
from a structure, and a dealer or
processor are requtred upon request to
make reef fish or parra thereof available
for inspection by the Science and
Research Duactor or art authorized
officer.

8. Effective April 21. 199, stlM i

revised to read as foiiowo

841.6 Vecor, two, eel gao’

(a) Vessels. (1) A vessel for which a
permit ha been issued under 841.4
must display its official numbcr’—

(i) On the port and starboard sides of
the deckhouse or hull and on an
appropriate wrathur deck so ar to be
clearly visible from en enlorcenmrit
vessel or

(ii) In block arabic numerale in
contrasting color to the beckgioureth

(iii) At least 18 inches in height for
fishing vesscs over 63 feat In !an’h arid

at least 10 inches in height for all othc

vessels, end
(iv) Pennanently ffr ;d t or painted

on the verach
[2) Itt addition, a vcrol for which e

permit baa bean iaau1d under 641.’t. to
fish with fish traps must display itt color

codew’
(i) On tho pert and ate ‘cur iii of

the deckhousa or huLl and on an
approprieto weather decli so as to be
clearly visiblc fram an
vessel or aircraft

(ii) In the form o a circle at least Z0
inches in diarectos, and

(iii) Perrns&nentiy errixed to or pafntcd
on the vessab

(b) Stwc’eureo, A person ffehirsg fromi
structure with a fish trap who bee bm,e
issued a permit under 841.4 rmr.st
display his permit mrmbcr and color
code -

(1) So cc to b-s c)edy visible from an
enforcernort veogo or airerefit

(2) With the permit mnonbrr in bIt—i;
arabic nurnouriLr in contrretie color is
the background;

(3) With the permit number at lent 10
inches in height;

(4) With the color cole let the form o’f
a circle at least 20 lnche in diatsoteri
and

(5) Peririaneritly affixed to or painted
on the structure

(c) Duties of operator or person. The
operator of each fiehirig veseol specified

.n paragraph a) of this section or person

speotfied .n paragraph [b) of this sec;on

must—’
(1) Keep the omcial number or permit

number and color code clearly legible
and in good repair, and

12) Ensure that no part of the fishing
vessel or structure. ts rigmg, fishing
gear, or any other material aboard
obstructs the view of the official number
or permit number and color code from
any enforcement vessel or aircraft.

(d) Fish traps. Each fish trap used or
possessed in the EEZ must have affixed
to it an identification tag provided by
the Regional Director that displays the
asstgned permit number, a number
(normally 1—100) indicating the speciflc
tag number for that trap. and the year
for whi’-h the tag was issued. A tag for
the cu nt year must be affixed to a
trap before its first use in a new year or,
if in use on Janertry 1, when it is firat
tended after Janum’y 1.

(e) Buoys. Each fish trap. or the ends
of a string of flab traps, must be tn-’tr-d

by a floating buoy or by a buoy de,ed
to be submer-g end colorer tiorMy
releeed, Each buoy used to mark fish
traps must dispLay the design rind color

code end permit number so as to ho
eastly diatitaguishod. located. end
identified,

(fl Pra-swetption of on rereid,s, A fish
trapinthaEEZwtllbepre -‘,tobn
t,he property of the moat ma
documorrice! oc’rnor. This pronuptl’rrt
will not apply with macpost to traps that
arc lost or acId if tim ov:,re rapaito the
lose or arIa withirt 13 dayc to the
Regional Director.

(g) Unmarked traps or buoys. An
unmarked flab inip 0? buor depiyd in
the EFZ is ilisgal and may be disp.ood
of in any appropriate aLcrroez hy th
Secretory (including on a’
offlcsre). If art owner of rut rairirek&d trap
or briny cart be escer1nio:d, euc or’rosa
is subject to eppmopriate civil p.raritico.

7. Irs 841”,
a. Effective (mmmi Febrrrary 21. 1990

through April 21, 1901. In pre-ograph (a)
th coorrea and phrase ‘an required by

841.4” es-a rerooved and paragraphe (a)
and (b) era redecigria ted ci- parrçsephe
(t) and (a), after u-blab period of
effectivences poragraphe (I) cod fu) CiC

rernovad; end
b. Effective Febracry 21, 1990,

paragraphs (ci) through (k) err r-emeovcdi
new paragraphs (a) through (a) era
addedo and new paragraphs (bh (e), (p).

(r), and (a) era stayed until April 21
to read as foilowe

8.41,7 Proisitattto.-oe,

5i Fa:sfy nfrma’oo e;: =
84 4.b(21 or: an or

vessel permit
(bj Fail to b:spiay a perot rs

spec.f5e fl

‘ci Faisiy or fa.i in prre:ce

nformatton required to be s-’: -

reported. as required by s
through h).

d( Fail to make reef fish or r,.:’s
thereof avatiabie for :r.spec:on. .
required by 841 5(i).

[e) Falsify or fad to disda;. I
mantatn vessel, structure. sod sear

dentificatton, as requiredbv :4 5

(F) Possess a reef fish sroa,.er na -

nitnimumo Si7C i:rmts, as spec::o 0

84121(a).
(g) Possess a reef fish wrho-a: ‘a - --

and fins intact, as spec;5’ed n
84121(b).
(h) Fish wtth pescos or ep-os-. as r

possess on bored a fishing esse. any
dynamite or similar eplosi’ a
substance, as spc..tflcd :n 84;

(U Use or pessoso ri the EEZ a
trap that doer not conform :o roe
requirements For escape w:od-o . a.
degreciebie openioge. and -reso s-oar
specifled In &41?0(b)(1), (2), cod 3’.

U) Use in the FE2. aharau. aol of re
5G-fathom isobth a flsh trap mat
exce-edo the mao’:niumn ails-, ada 5:02

specified in 84122(hf(4.
(k) Fish or posoam ri inc -r

than 100 fish traps per ‘.essei or

struct’ure. as rpoc.fiedn at: rr

(I) Pull a.’ tra,.d a flsh ‘ns.- re:act
during the hours sp c:fie’ n

84l_2(b)(6)(iJ; or teed, omen.
othorreise molert or have in possas-
another person’s fish trau, aroe:t as
specified in 35122(bf(6i(ii).

(m) Use a poo’arotiacd to ‘da eef 5’’
of the m1nrgrmeoni usE n inc
area, as spaciflad in 841 53t 1J.

(n) Use a flab trap or a iier ‘oa’.
the stressed arc, as spec:fied :n

(a) Use a longUne or buoy gear to f5a

for reef fish Let in- lomgiine cooL buoy
gear reattictrid CiCO, so mpec:fie-d us

(p) Exceed tim bag 50.1 possess on

limits, as spo-cified in l 541 34c

(d).
(qJ Operste a yes-el am reef

aboard that er-a emoellar iran se
rninimum sloe Liroila. Ia not ha-. e her
and ftns intact, or err ,n emma =5 ira
cumulative bafi broiL as specu.aa so

era 841.14(el.

(r) Transfer reef fiSt ci sea, as
specified iso 841 .24(F).

(s) Purchase, barter, trade, or red a
reef fish taken by a vend inat ares -

have a porruit or by a person 5’sn.n

fr-am a structure v,ho Ices rot ‘S.C

Federal Re’-g.star ‘f’;: i. do 4 lor:r.- so_mr 5.i=C -- 0-s
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peflit. as spec:fied ri &!1.4(a). or

aken under the bag liretis. as spectted

941 24(g).

8. Efecttve February 21. 1990, ri

941 24. Figure $ :s redes:gnated as

Appendix A. Fure 3: 941.28 s

cJes:gna ted as 941.28: 941.21
:hruuh 941 25 are revised: flew

541.26 and 941.27 are added: and
newly revtsed 941.24 :s staved until
Aprtl 23, 1990 to read as follows:

§631.2 Ha,oeiirrttz&n.e.
(a) Minimum sizes. The following

minimum size limits apply for the
possession of recf fish in or taken from
the FEZ:

(1) Red snapper-13 inches total
tongth.

(2) Cray. mutton, and yellowtail
snappers12 inches total length,

(3) Lane and vermilion snappers .5
inches total length.

(4) Jewfish. 50 inch.s total length.
(5) Red. Nassea, yellowfin. and black

groupers and ga-Z0 inches total
length.

(8) Greater ambsrjeckZ9 inehm’ fork
length for a fish taken by o peroon
subject to LbS be limit speoiflasi ha

&41.24(b)(4) end 36 inches fork length,
for a fleb taken by a person not subject
to the bag limit

(7) Black see has .3 inches intel
length.

(b) Head and f/ns intact. A reef flab
subject to a minimum size limit specified
in paraaph (a) of ibi socti ‘i

possessed :n the Ft rnut t. its head
and fins IfliaCt end such reef flab tahen
from the FEZ must havo tts heed end
fins intact through landing. Such reef
fish may be eviscerated but meet
otherwise ba maintained in a whole
condition,

(c) Opemtor responsibility, Tha
operator of a vessel that fleh in the
FEZ is responsible for ensurin that reef
fish possessed s card that vessel
comply w:th th oduinsum sires
spec:fled in paragraph (a) of th(e ecotlosa
and are maintained with heed end flan
intact as specified in peragreph (b) of
his section.

G41.22 Gno’ reetrens.

(a) Poisons and exp/osive.r. Polaoa
md explosives may not be asod to teko
reef fish in the FEZ; howoven
powerheads may be used outside the
stressed area. A vessel in the reef fish
fishery may not possess art board any
dynamite or similar exploaiv:
substance.

(b) Fish traps. A fish trap used or
possessed in the FEZ and a person using
a fish trap in the FEZ are subject to the
fsilowing requirements and limitations:

(1) Escape windows. Each trap must

have at least two escape w:ndowg on

each of two sides, axclud:ng the bottom

(a total of four escape windows), that

are 2x 2 :nches or larger.
(2) Openings and degnadable

fasteners.
(i) A degradable panel or access door

must be located opposite ench s:de of
the trap that has a funnel,

(ii) The opening covered by each
degradable panel or access door must
be 144 squsro inches or larger. w:th one
dimension of the area equal to ar larger
than the largest interior axis of the
traps throat (funnel) with no other
dimension 1cm than 6 inches,

(iii) The hinges and fasteners ot each
degradable panel or access door roust
be constructed of one of the folloviing
materials:

(A) Untreated jute string of t/ts.inch
diameter or srnaiier or

(B) Magnesium alloy, time float
releases {pop up devices) or sinuiir
magnesium alloy fasteners,

(3) tWesh sizes. A fish trep roust [nOel
all of the following me .k aim
requirements (based on centorline
measurements betviccr opposite wIres
or netting et.rsndo) (see Appeediu A.
Figure 3):

(i) A minimum of 2 square mohep of
opening for each msah

(if) Ono$nch minimum length for the
shortest sidet

(iii) Minimum disterece of 1 inch
Lue.a,jCn p0, ‘i 5i Os i
openings. rod 1.5 inch’o bePraso
parallel ridee of aqu’te opaeinge end of
mesh openings with niiure then four
sidac: and

(iv) One and oirtetonths (1.9) inches
minimum dietew’e foe diagonal
rneoeurao of n.enb

(4) Mnvirn’tm alf’woh1c aim. The
rnexinuon allr :ahle &i for a fish trap
flehedlscLheFIcZahomvjardofthe5o
fathom inobeib (3Q13fol c’wtour) 15 33
cubic feet hi volumO, Flals nap volume i.e

detercalned by maccuring the ssttsraai
dimensions of th trap. end Includes
both the erieb’ od holding capacity of
the trep end the volume of the funnel(s)
within th oco dThanaiona. There is rio
size limits ti-i for fish traps fished
seawerd of the fathom iobeth.

(5) Effort i/rni/at/an. The maximum
number of Ii ape thet nitty be assigned to,
possessed or fished in the FEZ by a
vessel or from o structure is 1013,

(6) Tending trepn
(i) A reef fish trap may be pulled or

tended only durIng the period from
official (civil) sunrise to official (civil)
sunset

(ii) A reef flab trap may be tended
only by a person (other Wan art
authorized officer) aboard the vessel

permitted to flab such trap. or aboard
another vessel if such VC5SCI has sri
board wr:tten consent of :ne ,
permit holder.

§ 841.23 Area tmitcttre

(a) Stresser’.-irea,
(1) A pow ad may not be used in

the stressed e:ea to take reuf fish of the
management unit. Possession of a
powerhead and a mutilated reef fish of
the management unit :n the stressed
area or aftet having fished ri the
stressed area constitutes prima cc:e
evidence that such reef fish was taken
with e poweihead in the stressed area.

(2) A flsh trap or a roller tray.! may
not be used in the stressed area. A fish
trap used in the stressed ‘rca wll be
considered unclaimed or abandoned
property and rosy be disposed of in any
appropriate manner by the Secretary
(including a sutherized officer). If an
owner of such fish trap can be
ascertained, such errner a subject to
appropriato civil penlt:es.

(3) The strasec ares is that pomt:on
the FEZ in the Gulf of Mexico
shoreward of a lin C000COtIO3 the
points listed Ic. ‘ppondix A. Table 1.

(Sea also App sdtX A, Figurm .t.j
(b) Long/inc n.td btoy gear resn’u:rJ

area.
(1) Longline and buoy gear may not se

used to F 1. for iraf flab n th :cne:ne
and buoy gear’ re;t!i ted area. For he
puipos of this peregr’ph (b), fishing

for reuf flab omens possessing or nu.r g
reef flsh

(i) For which a bag Urnit Is spec:fled
941.24(b), in excess of that bag lirn::. or

(ii) For which nfl bag lim:t Ic spec:Fed
in exceso of S pement by wa:ghi of a:!
fish aboard or landed.

(2) A peisen aherd a vessel that uses
on any trip lon.glino or buoy geor in the
longline and buoy gem restucted area to

fish foe species other then reef fish is
limited en that trip to the beg limits
specified In 941.24(b) and. for other
reef fish, to 5 peccant by wo:g of all
fish aboard the vessel or landed.

(3) The longline and buoy gear
restricted oman is di st portion of the E
in the Girl! of Mexico shorswsrd of &

line connecting the points listed ri

Appendix A, Table b (See elso
Appendix A Figure 5.)

§ 641.26 Fo rued pm-s:sten mr0e.

(a) Applicability. Bag limits apply to

person who fishes in the EE7
(1) From a fixed structure withaut a

permit specified in f 941.4;
(2) From a vessol.
(i) That doe; not have cmi beard a

permit specified in 941.4.
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i) With trawl rear or a arg(ir.g ret
sear on board,

(iii) With a longilne or buoy gear on
board when such vessel s fishing or has

on ts present trip tn the enghne
arid buoy rsar restricted area spec:fied

ri 41 23(b), or
(;‘.) That s carrying a passenger who

f:shes for a tee; or
(3) For a species for vhich the quota

specified ri 125 has been reached
ar.d closure has been effected.

(b) Baa’ limits, Daily bag limits are:
(1) Red snapper.’7.
(2) Snappers. excluding red, lane. and

vermilion snapper—.-1O.
(3) Groupers—’S.
(4) Greater amberjack”—3.
(C) Possession limirs. A person subject

to a bag limit may not possess in or from
the EEZ during a single day, regardless
of the number of trips or the duration of
a trip, any reef fish in excesa of the bag
limits specifled itt paragraph (bj of this
section. except that a person who is on a
trip that spans more than 24 hours may
possess no more than two dely bag
limits, provided such trip is aboard a
charter vessel or headhoat. and.

(1) The vessel ha two licengd
operators aboard as required by the U.S.
Coast Guard for trips of over 12 hours,
and

(2) Each passengor is issued and bun
in possession a receipt issued on bohaif
of the vessel that verifies the length of
the trip.

(d) ombiriat/on of bog limits. A
person who fishes in the EEl may nut
combine a bag limit specifled In
paragraph (b) of this section with a bag
or possession liriiit applicable to Stato
water-s.

(e) Respons-biity for bog cad
possess:on hmlts. The operator of a
vessel that fishes :n the EEZ is

resconsible for the cumulative bag or
possession (imit applicable to that
vessel, based on the number of persons
aboard.

(fl Trnasier o. reeftish. A person for
whom a bag or possession limit
specified in paragraph (b) or (c) of this
section applies may not transfer at sea a
reef fish-

(1) Taken in the EEZ: or
(2) [n the FEZ, regardless of where

such reef fish was taken.
(g) Sale. A reef fish taken under the

bag limits specified in paragraph (b) of
this section may not be purchased.
bartered, traded, or sold.

542 uatsc.
Persons who ar-s fishing under a

permit issued pursuant to 641.4,
provided they are not subject to thC bog
limits specified in 641.24, are sub joct
to the following quotas each fishing
yeara

(a) Red anapçer— 3.1 million pounds.
(b) Yellowodga, misty, warspv;, and

snowy grouper (deepwater groupers),
cornbind’—1.9 million pounds.

(a) All other groupera. excluding
jewfish combined 9.2 millIon pou.nrls.

e4t24 CSecrrrun..
When a commercial quota specified In
64125 is reached, or is projectod to be

reached, the Secretary will puoliab a
notice to thai effect in tho
Ragiiricr. After the effective date of such
notice, for the remainder of the fishing
year t.he bag limit will apply to all
harvest In the FEZ of the indicated
sped arid t pus-chars, barter, trerda,
and sale of the indicated sacciea taken

from ;beEZ.scro b.:ai -s
proh:btt:on does rot arcv .o -- -

the indicated speces rat ‘. are
harvested, landed, ard bartaret
cr sold prior to the effect:va h’e - -

notice in the Federal Ro3islsr
held in cold storage by a de.er Cr
processor.

641.2? Escmpttrio for the grourdisri
trawl flahory.

(aj The requirements of 64:

arid 641.24(s)(2X;t) rotw::ns:anc.ne. e
owner or operator of a veasci ri he
groundfish trawl fishery eunrrt - -

the bag lirritta for :ts .iriscrted :a’ -i

reef fish ar:d .s riot requ:red to :r’ n a

permit in order to SC(i the ease
unsorted catch of reef fiSh or
exempt from the bag hm:s fir -a
vessel’s unsorted catch of reef:’ an

(b) The requirements of -t: 2

notwithstanding, the rrorirm.m a ‘c

limits rio not apply to the orson-: :
of a vessel in the gi’oundfish ::.

fishery.
(a) The requirements of 64t 25

notithstain.Lrig, after a ciosore.
limits and the prohibition on purco-sac

barter, tiade, or sal-c do riot arpy 3 ‘n-a
unsorted catch of reef fish n me
roundfish b-awl fleheri.

(d) The harvest limitations of a:
and the beg and posses:on iri,’j of

641.24 epply to any reef fish nra:
be sorted front the catch of a ‘.es so
the gr-oundflsh trawl fishery.

9. Effectiva Februmy 21. ‘ia3. a -a -.

Appendix A is added to part cat
consisting of rim: Tables 1 an, 1. ‘- a
medesigesa ted Ftguroc 1. 2. and 3. and
new Figerres 4 and S to read as .c.
AppendLx A to part 641—-Tao.es an a
Figures.

Theri jtvrar-n Co otrartlag os mn S.

3 CffCarsSaC._.

4 OaSarheilno-’em “-—----.—-—“.------.-—.-_- ——--_-----—.

5 OtIS eiar.-C’ffsiaam.,..
6 —-‘---“------‘ “

7 OttA e1att3,DOiid,’xe...,._,.. -.

.

9
to
Tha-c’aa c:arsai tior,,i the arose ttTat 05 F1oc2’ ‘areme to /

11 S iceOe-05Flc.-aasatn’a ...

¶2 S CareSaria..._........ ,... - - ....,,,

3 QtISLA.”a.’a5s,..... , ._.._

4 Do Solo Cwym _........_.,__-_...._,..

15 SFi5j_..,..,.,..,,, -

,. -
._.

17 Se..)o4Aiat 2os0.’rshecraor_., . - ,,,
...--_-.-- .‘---

8 Hom)Crw3$au, !s.iareta — ,,,....,,,, . .., _.
.,,...._ ‘-----.-.---_-—--.-.-

‘9 Chrck+as si,nO ,, -
-

25 Sea,’srci ca 01 Lcc,a,rra e strc oil Nos-os P-aa cii 5s u3’32r-C thV0? .
-

-.

24’aSS t: a

24’sSO’ 2s 3
a:
a:

27303’ tO .3’
a:

9’283’ -

25355 a-. a

2’’t22’ C,

29205 0

s’sa a- - a
-a

25243
3 -

2201 5 - -

19255 -‘ -
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