
Sawfish Handling and Release Sawfish Handling and Release 

GuidelinesGuidelines  

For HookFor Hook--andand--Line FisheriesLine Fisheries  

It is illegal to remove the saw or injure the saw-
fish in any way. 

 It is illegal to remove the fish’s saw. 

 Keep the sawfish, especially the gills, in the wa-

ter at all times. 

 Use line-cutting poles, bolt cutters, long-

handled dehookers and boat hooks to aid in 
removing gear from the sawfish. 

 If the sawfish is hooked, and not entangled, cut 

the line as close to the hook as possible.   

 If the sawfish is hooked and line is tangled 

around the saw, remove all line with boat hook 
or line cutting pole, then cut the line as close to 
the hook as possible.      

 If hooked internally, DO NOT attempt to re-

move the hook, use line cutting pole or boat 
hook to remove as much line as possible. 

 If participating in the Supplementary Discard 

Data Program, remember to document any 
interactions with sawfish.  DO NOT attempt to 
weigh the animal. 

 If not participating in this program, we  

encourage you to voluntarily report your  
encounter(s) to Shelley.Norton@noaa.gov. 

 When voluntarily reporting sawfish  

interactions, please provide any information  
available regarding: 

 Location (Lat./Long.) 

 Water Depth 

 Estimated Length 

 Condition Upon Release  

 Bottom Type (i.e., sandy bottom, reef) 

 Date/Time of Capture 

Smalltooth sawfish are listed as endangered under the Endangered Species Act, 
which makes it illegal to harm them in any way.  Any sawfish caught while fish-
ing must be released as quickly as possible.  More information can be found at  

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/species/fish/smalltoothsawfish.htm 

Keep as much of the sawfish in the water as 
possible, especially the gills.   

Hook-and-Line Gear: Reporting Guidelines: 

Use extreme caution when handling and releasing  
sawfish as the saw can thrash violently from side to side. 

With a little extra effort and the proper use of required tools, endangered smalltooth sawfish can 
be returned to the water with little or no damage. 

Things to Remember: 


