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REPORT OF CRUISE NO. 62 - M/V OREGON

Extremely poor shrimp trawling conditions were found to exist
in the Puerto Rico - Virgin Island area during Oregon Cruise No. 62.
The thirty-one day cruise ended on October 17th, during which sixty-six
exploratory drags were made in depths of 17 to 380 fathoms to evaluate
the shrimp trawling potential of the area.

Approximately 2,000 miles of depth recorder transects were
made over the 300 mile long area in attempt to locate clear bottom,
with little success. On the shelf (inside of 50 fathoms), coral, rock,
and sponge were encountered on every drag. The IIs10pell beyond 50 fathoms
abruptly drops to 300-500 fathoms in most areas, with rock and coral as
principle bottom constituents. Sixteen trawls were torn up during the
survey and minor gear damage occurred on most of the remaining drags.
Trawling stations were made in all locations that depth recorder trac-
ings indicated a slight hope of getting the gear back.

Pink spotted shrimp were found in small numbers in 30 to 45
fathoms along the northern edge of the shelf. Drags of 5 to 10 minutes
would produce up to two pounds of 26/30 and 41/45 count shrimp. Longer
drags in this depth range resulted in gigantic sponge catches or tear-
ups.

A very restricted smooth area in 150-300 fathoms off Aguadilla,
Puerto Rico, was explored for royal red shrimp. Not a single specimen
was caught, although the smaller deep-water shrimp, Penaeopsis megalops,
(usually associated with royal red shrimp in the known areas) was pre-
sent in small numbers. Elsewhere, deep water trawling produced only
small number of another species of penaeid shrimp (Aristaeus).

Eight drags were made along the northern edge of Saba Bank
in depths of 19 to 380 fathoms. The only shrimp caught were 5-count
Scarlet shrimp in 360-380 fathoms at a rate of about 10 pounds per hour.

Small numbers of red snappers were caught in most successfully
retrieved drags from inside of 50 fathoms. Other foodfish were absent
in the catches. Depth recorder tracings indicated the presence of
small school fish in several locations north of the Virgin Islands;
hovering over bottom that was impossible to trawl with the gear on hand.

Numberous, large shcools of tuna were observed along the
northeastern edge of the shelf. Several trolling captures yielded
blackfin tuna ranging from 3 to 16 pounds. All of these fish had been



feeding on small Spanish sardines (Sardinella anchovia). In Mona
Passage, scattered large tuna were observed on one occasion.

Scientific Personnel:

Harvey R. Bullis, Jr. - Field Party Chief (9/22 - 10/9)
Norman L. Pease - Fishery Methods and Equipment Specialist

Observers and Cooperators:

Seton Thompson, Regional Director, Region 2) Bureau of
Commercial Fisheries (10/3 - 10/9)

Loren P. Woods, Curator of Fishes, Chicago Natural History
Museum
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Harvey R. B~llis, Jr.
Director) Gulf and South
Atlantic Explorations and
Gear Research

Oregon Stations 2602-2674
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