
Dear Reviewer: 
 
In accordance with provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), we enclose for your 
review the Fishery Management Plan for Regulating Offshore Marine Aquaculture in the Gulf of Mexico, 
including its associated Draft Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (DPEIS). 
 
This DPEIS is prepared pursuant to the NEPA to assess the environmental impacts associated with 
NOAA Fisheries Service and the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council proceeding with 
regulations to develop a regional permitting program for offshore marine aquaculture in the Gulf of 
Mexico.  This action would regulate and promote environmentally sound and economically sustainable 
aquaculture in the Gulf of Mexico exclusive economic zone (EEZ).  The DPEIS evaluates the potential 
environmental impacts of a range of alternatives for the following proposed actions: 1) Types of permits 
required to conduct aquaculture; 2) duration of permit issuance; 3) permit conditions for issuance;           
4) species allowed for aquaculture; 5) allowable marine aquaculture systems; 6) criteria for siting 
aquaculture facilities; 7) buffer zones surrounding aquaculture facilities; and 8) recordkeeping and 
reporting requirements.  These actions are intended to ensure the operations of all offshore aquaculture 
facilities permitted in the Gulf of Mexico EEZ are consistent with the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act National Standards and do not compromise Gulf Council objectives 
for management of wild fisheries.  Additionally, the actions are intended to provide the Council and 
NOAA Fisheries Service necessary information for reviewing, monitoring, and authorizing offshore 
aquaculture operations. 
 
Additional copies of the DPEIS may be obtained from the Responsible Program Official identified below.  
This DPEIS is also accessible electronically through the Gulf Council’s Web site at: www.gulfcouncil.org 
and from the e-rulemaking portal at www.regulations.gov.  
 
Written comments should be submitted through mail or the federal e-rulemaking portal at: 
www.regulations.gov.  Written comments submitted during the agency’s 45-day public comment period 
must be received by October 27, 2008.  
 
Responsible Program Official: Roy E. Crabtree, Ph.D. 

Regional Administrator 
Southeast Regional Office  
National Marine Fisheries Service 
263 13th Avenue South  
St. Petersburg, Florida  33701-5505 

    Phone: 727-824-5701 
Fax: 727-824-5308 

     
          Sincerely,  

 
 
 

    Paul N. Doremus 
    NOAA NEPA Coordinator 

 
Enclosure 


