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Subpart A-General Measures
§ 654.1 Purpose and scope.

(a) The purpose of this part is to inplenent the Fishery
Managenment Plan for the Stone Crab Fishery of the Gulf of Mexico,
prepared by the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Managenent Council under
t he Magnuson- St evens Act.

(b) This part governs conservation and managenent of stone
crab and restricts the traw fishery in the managenent area.

(c) "EEZ" refers to the EEZ in the managenent area, unless
the context clearly indicates otherw se.

8§ 654.2 Definitions.



In addition to the definitions in the Magnuson- St evens Act
and in 8 620.2 of this chapter, the terns used in this part have
t he foll ow ng neani ngs:

Managenent area neans the EEZ off the coast of Florida from
a line extending directly south fromthe Al abama/Fl ori da boundary
(87°31'06" W long.) to a line extending directly east fromthe
Dade/ Monroe County, FL boundary (25°20.4" N. lat.).

Regi onal Adm nistrator (RA) for the purposes of this part,
means the Adm nistrator, Southeast Region, NWVFS, 9721 Executive
Center Drive N., St. Petersburg, FL 33702, or a designee.

St one crab neans Meni ppe nercenaria, M adina, or their
i nterbreeding hybrids, or a part thereof.

8§ 654.3 Relation to other laws.

(a) The relation of this part to other laws is set forth in
§ 600. 705 of this chapter and paragraphs (b) and (c) of this
secti on.

(b) The regulations in this part are intended to be
conpatible with, and do not supersede, simlar regulations in
effect for the Evergl ades National Park (36 CFR 7.45).

(c) The regulations in this part are intended to be
conpatible with simlar regulations and statutes in effect in
Fl orida's waters.

8 654.4 Trap limitation program.

The provisions of this section establish a Federal stone
crab trap limtation programin the managenent area that
conpl ements the stone crab trap limtation programinpl enented by
the Florida Fish and Wldlife Conservation Comm ssion ( FFWCCO).
The Federal programrequires issuance of a conmercial vessel
permt, a trap certificate, and annual trap tags. A person in
t he managenent area who is in conpliance with the FFWCC trap
[imtation programis exenpt fromthe requirenents of the Federal
trap limtation programspecified in this section.

(a) Commercial vessel permt requirenents. Effective
Decenber 2, 2002, for a person aboard a vessel, except a person
who is in conpliance with the FFWCC stone crab trap [imtation
program to possess or use a stone crab trap, possess nore than 1
gallon (4.5 L) of stone crab claws, or sell stone crab claws in
or fromthe managenent area, a valid Federal commercial vesse
permt for stone crab nust have been issued to the vessel and
nmust be on board.

(1) Eligibility for a conmercial vessel permt. The owner
of a vessel is eligible to receive a Federal conmercial vesse
permt for stone crab if the owner provi des docunentation as
specified in paragraph (a)(2) of this section substantiating his
or her landings of a mninumof 300 | b (136 kg) of stone crab
cl aws harvested fromthe nanagenent area or Florida' s state
waters during at |east one of the stone crab fishing seasons,
Cctober 15 through May 15, for 1995/1996 through 1997/1998. A
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person who has a valid stone crab trap certificate i ssued under
the stone crab trap limtation programinplenented by the FFWCC
or a person whose Florida saltwater products |license (SPL) has
been suspended or revoked is not eligible for a Federal
comercial vessel permt for stone crab.

(2) Docunentation of eligibility for a comercial vessel
permt. The only acceptabl e source of docunentation of stone
crab claws landed in Florida is |andings docunented by the
Florida trip ticket system To be creditable toward the 300-1b
(136-kg) m nimum qualifying |Iandings, Florida |andings nust be
associated with a single Florida SPL. Landings of stone crab
harvested fromthe managenent area or Florida's state waters but
| anded in a state other than Florida nmay be docunented by deal er
records. Such dealer records nmust definitively show t he species
known as stone crab and nust include the vessel's name, official
nunber, or other reference that provides a way of clearly
identifying the vessel; dates and anpbunts of stone crab |andings;
and a sworn affidavit by the dealer confirm ng the accuracy and
authenticity of the records. A sworn affidavit is an official
witten statenent wherein the individual signing the affidavit
affirnms that the information presented is accurate and can be
substanti ated, under penalty of |law. Docunentation of |andings
are subject to verification by conparison with state, Federal
and other records and information. Subm ssion of false
docunentation is a violation of the regulations in this part and
may disqualify the owner fromparticipation in the fishery.

(3) Application for a conmmercial vessel permt.
Applications for a commercial vessel permt for stone crab are
avai lable fromthe RA. A vessel owner (in the case of a
corporation, an officer or shareholder; in the case of a
partnership, a general partner) who desires such a permt nust
submit an application, including docunentation of stone crab
| andi ngs as specified in paragraphs (a)(1) and (2) of this
section, to the RA postnmarked or hand-delivered not |ater than
January 31, 2003. Failure to apply in a tinely manner w ||
preclude permt issuance even when the vessel owner neets the
eligibility criteria for such permt.

(i) An applicant rnust provide the foll ow ng:

(A) A copy of the vessel's valid USCG certificate of
docunentation or, if not docunmented, a copy of its valid state
registration certificate.

(B) Vessel name and official nunber.

(C Name, address, telephone nunber, and other identifying
information of the vessel owner.

(D) Docunentation of eligibility as specified in paragraphs
(a)(1) and (2) of this section.

(E) The applicant's desired col or code for use in
identifying his or her vessel and buoys (white is not an
accept abl e col or code).

(F) Nunmber of traps authorized under 8§ 654.4(b) that will be
used and trap di nensions.




(G Any other information concerning the vessel, gear
characteristics, principal fisheries engaged in, or fishing
areas, if specified on the application form

(H Any other information that may be necessary for the
I ssuance or adm nistration of the permt, if specified on the
application form

(i1) [Reserved]

(4) Notification of inconplete application. Upon receipt of
an inconplete application, the RAw Il notify the applicant of
the deficiency. |If the applicant fails to correct the deficiency
wi thin 30 days of the date of the RA's letter of notification,
the application will be consi dered abandoned.

(5) Change in application information. The owner of a
vessel with a commercial vessel permt nust notify the RAwithin
30 days after any change in the application information specified
in paragraph (a)(3)(i) of this section. The permt is void if
any change in the information is not reported w thin 30 days.

(6) lnitial commercial vessel permt issuance. (i) The RA
will issue an initial comrercial vessel permt for stone crab to
an applicant if the applicant submts a conplete application that
conplies with the requirenents of paragraphs (a)(1), (2), and (3)
of this section. An application is conplete when all requested
fornms, information, and docunentation have been received.

(i) If the eligibility requirenents specified in paragraphs
(a)(1) and (2) of this section are not nmet, the RAwill notify
t he vessel owner of such determination and the reasons for it not
| ater than 30 days after receipt of the application.

(7) Appeal of initial denial of a commercial vessel permt--
(1) CGeneral procedure. An applicant for a comrercial vessel
permt for stone crab who has conplied with the application
procedures in paragraph (a)(3) of this section and who initially
has been denied such permt by the RA may appeal that decision to
the RA. The appeal nust be postnarked or hand-delivered to the
RA not |later than 60 days after the date of notification of the
initial denial. An appeal nmust be in witing and nust include
copies of landing records relating to eligibility, such other
reli abl e evidence upon which the facts related to i ssuance can be
resol ved, and a concise statenent of the reasons the initial
deni al should be reversed or nodified. An appeal constitutes the
applicant's witten authorization under section 402(b)(1)(F) of
t he Magnuson- Stevens Act for the RAto nake available to the
appel l ate officer(s) such confidential |andings and other records
as are pertinent to the matter under appeal. The applicant may
request a hearing. The RA will appoint one or nore appellate
officers to review the appeal and nake reconmendations to the RA
The appellate officer(s) may recomrend that the RA deny the
appeal, issue a decision on the nerits of the appeal if the
records are sufficient to reach a final judgenent, or conduct a
hearing. The RA may affirm reverse, nodify, or renmand the
appel l ate officer(s) reconmendati on.

(ii) Hearings. |If the RA determines that a hearing is
necessary and appropriate, the RA or appellate officer(s) wll
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notify the applicant of the place and date of the hearing. The
applicant will be allowed 30 days after the date of the
notification of the hearing to provide suppl enentary docunentary
evi dence in support of the appeal.

(8) Duration of a conmmercial vessel permt. A conmercial
vessel permt remains valid for the period specified on it unless
it is revoked, suspended, or nodified pursuant to subpart D of 15
CFR part 904 or the vessel is sold.

(9) Transferability of a conmmercial vessel permt, trap
certificate, or annual trap tags. A commercial vessel permt,
trap certificate, or annual trap tags issued under this section
are not transferable or assignable, except that an owner of a
permtted vessel may request that the RA transfer the permt,
trap certificate, and annual trap tags to another vessel owned by
the sane entity. To effect such a transfer, the owner nust
return the existing permt, trap certificate and annual trap tags
to the RA along with an application for a comrercial vessel
permt for the replacenent vessel. A conmercial vessel permt,
trap certificate or annual trap tags can not be | eased.

(10) Renewal of a conmercial vessel permt. A conmercial
vessel permt required by this section is issued on an annual
basis. An owner whose permt is expiring will be mailed a
notification by the RA approximately 2 nonths prior to expiration
of the current permt. The notification will include a
preprinted renewal application. A vessel owner who does not
receive a notification of status of renewal of a permt by 45
days prior to expiration of the current permt nust contact the
RA. A permt that is not renewed or that is revoked wll not be
reissued. A permt is considered to be not renewed when an
application for renewal is not received by the RAwithin 1 year
of the expiration date of the permt.

(11) Display of a comercial vessel permt. A commerci al
vessel permt issued under this section nust be carried on board
the vessel. The operator of a vessel nust present the permt for
I nspection upon the request of an authorized officer.

(12) Sanctions and denials of a commercial vessel permt. A
commercial vessel permt issued pursuant to this section may be
revoked, suspended, or nodified, and a permt application my be
deni ed, in accordance with the procedures governi ng enforcenent -
related permt sanctions and denials found at subpart D of 15 CFR
part 904.

(13) Alteration of a comercial vessel permt. A comerci al
vessel permt that is altered, erased, or nutilated is invalid.

(14) Replacenent of a commercial vessel pernmit. A
repl acenent permt may be issued. An application for a
repl acenent permt is not considered a new application.

(15) Fees. A fee is charged for each application for
initial 1ssuance or renewal of a permt, for each request for
repl acenent of such permt, and for each trap tag as required
under this section. The amount of each fee is calculated in
accordance with the procedures of the NOAA Fi nance Handbook
avai lable fromthe RA, for determning the adm nistrative costs
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of each special product or service. The fee nmay not exceed such
costs and is specified with each application form The
appropriate fee nust acconpany each application, request for
repl acenent, or request for trap tags.

(b) Issuance of a trap certificate and annual trap tags.
The RAwW Il issue a trap certificate and annual trap tags to each
person who has been issued a Federal commercial vessel permt for
stone crab. The nunber of trap tags issued will be determ ned,
based upon the docunentation of |andings submtted consistent
with 8 654.4(a)(1), (2) and (3), by dividing that person's
hi ghest | andi ngs of stone crab claws during any one of the
fishing seasons for 1995/1996, 1996/ 1997, or 1997/1998 by 5 1b
(2.27 kg).

8 654.5 Recordkeeping and reporting. [Reserved]
8§ 654.6 Vessel and gear identification.

An owner or operator of a vessel for which a valid
Federal commercial vessel permt for stone crab has been issued
must conply with the vessel and gear identification requirenments
of this section. An owner or operator of a vessel in the
management area who is in conpliance with the stone crab trap
[imtation program and vessel and gear marking requirenents
i npl enented by the FFWCC is exenpt fromthe requirenents of this
secti on.

(a) Vessel identification. An owner or operator of a vessel
for which a valid Federal comrercial vessel permt for stone crab
has been issued nust - -

(1) Display the vessel's official nunber--(i) On the port
and starboard sides of the deckhouse or hull and, for vessels
over 25 ft (7.6 nm) long, on an appropriate weather deck, so as to
be clearly visible froman enforcenent vessel or aircraft.

(ii) I'n block arabic nunerals permanently affixed to or
pai nted on the vessel in contrasting color to the background.

(1i1) At least 18 inches (45.7 cm in height for vessels
over 65 ft (19.8 m long; at least 10 inches (25.4 cm in height
for vessels over 25 ft (7.6 nm) long; and at least 3 inches (7.6
cnm) in height for vessels 25 ft (7.6 m long or |ess.

(2) Display the color code assigned by the RA--(i) On the
port and starboard sides of the deckhouse or hull and, for
vessels over 25 ft (7.6 m) long, on an appropriate weat her deck,
so as to be clearly visible froman enforcenent vessel or
aircraft.

(ii) In the formof a circle permanently affixed to or
pai nted on the vessel.

(tii) At least 18 inches (45.7 cm in dianmeter for vessels
over 65 ft (19.8 m long; at least 10 inches (25.4 cm in
di aneter for vessels over 25 ft (7.6 m long; and at |east 3
inches (7.6 cm in dianmeter for vessels 25 ft (7.6 n) long or
| ess.




(3) Keep the official nunber and the col or code clearly
| egi ble and i n good repair and ensure that no part of the fishing
vessel, its rigging, fishing gear, or any other material on board
obstructs the view of the official nunber or the color code from
an enforcenent vessel or aircraft.

(b) CGear identification--(1) Traps. A stone crab trap used
by or possessed on board a vessel with a Federal conmerci al
vessel permt for stone crab nust have a valid annual trap tag
i ssued by the RA attached.

(2) Trap buoys. A buoy nust be attached to each stone crab
trap or at each end of a string of traps. Each buoy nust display
the official nunber and the col or code assigned by the RA so as
to be easily distinguished, |ocated, and identified.

(3) Presunption of trap ownership. A stone crab trap will
be presuned to be the property of the nost recently docunented
owner. This presunption will not apply to traps that are | ost
if the owner reports the loss within 15 days to the RA

(4) Unmarked traps or buoys. An unmarked stone crab trap or
a buoy deployed in the EEZ where such trap or buoy is required to
be marked is illegal and may be di sposed of in any appropriate
manner by the Assistant Adm nistrator or an authorized officer.

§ 654.7 Prohibitions.

In addition to the general prohibitions specified in 8 620.7
of this chapter, it is unlawful for any person to do any of the
fol | ow ng:

(a) Falsify or fail to display and mai ntain vessel and gear
identification, as required by § 654.6.

(b) Possess a stone crab in the managenent area during the
period specified in 8§ 654.20(a).

(c) Possess a stone crab trap in the managenent area during
the period specified in § 654.20(c).

(d) Renove froma stone crab in or fromthe nanagenent area,
or possess in the managenent area, a claw that is |less than the
mninmumsize limt specified in 8§ 654.21(a).

(e) Fail to return imrediately to the water unharned an egg-
bearing stone crab, or strip eggs fromor otherw se nol est an
egg- bearing stone crab; as specified in 8§ 654.21(hb).

(f) Hold a stone crab in or fromthe nmanagenent area aboard
a vessel other than as specified in § 654.21(c).

(g) Use or possess in the managenent area a stone crab trap
that does not conmply with the trap construction requirenents as
specified in 8 654.22(a).

(h) Pull or tend a stone crab trap in the nanagenent area
ot her than during daylight hours, as specified in 8 654.22(b).

(i) WIlfully tend, open, pull, or otherw se nol est another
fisherman's trap, buoy, or line in the nanagenent area, as
specified in 8§ 654.22(c).

(j) Trawl in a closed area or during a cl osed season, as
specified in 88 654.23 or 654.24, or as nmay be inpl enented under
§ 654.25(b).



(k) Place a stone crab trap in a closed area or during a
cl osed season, as specified in 8 654.24, or as may be inplenented
under 8 654. 25(b).

(1) Interfere with fishing or obstruct or damage fishing
gear or the fishing vessel of another, as specified in §

654. 25(a).

(m Make any false statenent, oral or witten, to an
aut hori zed officer concerning the taking, catching, harvesting,
| andi ng, purchase, sale, possession, or transfer of stone crab.

(n) Interfere with, obstruct, delay, or prevent by any neans
an investigation, search, seizure, or disposition of seized
property in connection with enforcenent of the Magnuson- St evens
Act .

(o) Fish for any species or anchor a fishing vessel in a
mari ne reserve as specified in 8§ 654. 28.

(p) Except for a person who is in conpliance with the FFWCC
stone crab trap limtation program possess or use a stone crab
trap, possess nore than 1 gallon (4.5 L) of stone crab claws, or
sell stone crab claws in or fromthe managenent area w thout a
commercial vessel permt as specified in 8 654.4(a).

(q) Falsify information on an application for a comerci al
vessel permt or submitted in support of such application as
specified in 8§ 654.4(a)(1) or (2).

8§ 654.8 Facilitation of enforcement.

See § 600. 730 of this chapter.
§ 654.9 Penalties.

See § 600. 735 of this chapter.
Subpart B--Management Measures
8§ 654.20 Seasons.

(a) G osed season. No person nay possess a stone crab in
t he managenent area from 12:01 a.m, local tine, My 16, through
12 p.m mdnight, local tinme, October 14, each year. Holding a
stone crab in atrap in the water during a soak period or during
a renoval period (see paragraph (b) of this section), or during
any extension thereto, is not deened possession, provided that,
if the trap is renoved fromthe water during such period, such
crab is returned imediately to the water with its cl aws
unhar vest ed.

(b) Placenent of traps.

(1) Prior to the fishing season. The period of Cctober 5
t hrough Cctober 14 is established as a trap soak period. A stone
crab trap may be placed in the managenent area not earlier than 1
hour before sunrise on Cctober 5.

(2) After the fishing season. The period of May 16 through
May 20 is established as a trap renoval period. A stone crab
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trap must be renoved fromthe nanagenent area not |later than 1
hour after sunset on May 20, unless an extension to the renoval
period is granted under paragraph (b)(2)(i) of this section and
t he extension authorization is carried aboard the fishing vessel
as specified in paragraph (b)(2)(ii) of this section.

(i) An extension of the renoval period nmay be granted by
Florida in accordance with Rule 46-13.002(2)(b), Florida
Adm ni strative Code, in effect as of April 14, 1995. This
I ncorporation by reference was approved by the Director of the
O fice of the Federal Register in accordance with 5 U . S.C. 552(a)
and 1 CFR part 51. Copies nmay be obtained fromthe Florida
Marine Fisheries Comm ssion, 2540 Executive Center Circle West,
Suite 106, Tall ahassee, FL 32301; tel ephone: 904-487-0554.
Copi es may be inspected at the Ofice of the Regi onal
Adm nistrator, or the Ofice of the Federal Register, 800 North
Capitol Street, N.W, Suite 700, Washington, D.C

(11) The extension authorization nust be carried aboard the
fishing vessel. The operator of a fishing vessel nust present
the authorization for inspection upon request of an authorized
of ficer.

(c) Possession of stone crab traps. A stone crab trap may
not be possessed in the nanagenent area fromthe end of the trap
renoval period, or an extension thereto, to the beginning of the
trap soak period, as specified in paragraph (b) of this section.
A stone crab trap, float, or rope in the nanagenent area during
this period will be considered unclai ned or abandoned property
and may be di sposed of in any manner consi dered appropriate by
the Assistant Admi nistrator or an authorized officer. An owner
of such trap, float, or rope renmains subject to appropriate civil
penal ti es.

§ 654.21 Harvest limitations.

(a) daw size. No person may renpve froma stone crab in or
fromthe managenent area, or possess in the managenent area, a
claw with a propodus neasuring less than 2.75 inches (7.0 cm
measured in a straight line fromthe elbowto the tip of the
| oner inmovable finger. The propodus is the |argest section of
the claw assenbly that has both a novabl e and i mmovabl e finger
and is |located farthest fromthe body when the entire appendage
is extended. (See Appendix A, Figure 1, of this part.)

(b) Egg-bearing stone crabs. An egg-bearing stone crab in
or fromthe nanagenent area nust be returned i Mmediately to the
wat er unhar ned--wi thout renoval of a claw. An egg-bearing stone
crab may not be stripped of its eggs or otherw se nol ested.

(c) Holding stone crabs. A live stone crab in or fromthe
managenent area nmay be held aboard a vessel until such tinme as a
| egal -si zed claw is renoved, provided it is held in a container
that is shaded fromdirect sunlight and it is wet with sea water
as necessary to keep it in a danp condition. Containers holding
stone crabs nust be stacked in a manner that does not conpress
the crabs. A stone crab body fromwhich a | egal -sized cl aw has
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been renpved nust be returned to the sea before the vessel
reaches shore or a port or dock.

§ 654.22 Gear restrictions.

(a) Trap construction requirenents. No person fishing for
stone crab may transport on the water or fish with any trap which
does not neet the follow ng requirenents:

(1) Each trap nust be constructed of wood, plastic, or wre.

(2) Atrap may be no larger in dinension than 24 by 24 by 24
inches (61 by 61 by 61 cn) or 8.0 ft®(0.23 nf).

(3) The throats (entrances) to all wood and plastic traps
must be | ocated on the top horizontal section of the trap. |If
the throat is longer in one dinension, the throat size in the
| onger di nension nust not exceed 5% inches (14.0 cm) and in the
shorter dinension nmust not exceed 3% inches (9.0 cm. If the
throat is round, the throat size nust not exceed 5 inches (12.7
cnm) in dianeter.

(4) In any wire trap used to harvest stone crabs, each
throat nust be horizontally oriented. The width of the opening
where the throat neets the vertical wall of the trap and the
opening of the throat at its farthest point fromthe vertica
wal |, inside the trap, nmust be greater than the hei ght of any
such opening. No such throat may extend farther than 6 inches
(15.2 cn) into the inside of any trap, neasured from where the
throat opening neets the vertical wall of the trap to the throat
opening at its farthest point fromthe vertical wall, inside the
trap.

(5) Awire trap nust have at |east three unobstructed escape
rings installed, each wwth a mninuminside dianeter of 2 3/8
inches (6.0 cm. One such escape ring nust be |ocated on a
vertical outer surface adjacent to each crab retaining chanber.

(6) Aplastic or wire trap nust have a degradabl e panel.

(i) Aplastic trap will be considered to have degradabl e
panel if it contains at |east one sidewall with a rectangul ar
opening no smaller in either dinension than that of the throat.
Thi s opening may be obstructed only with a cypress or untreated
pine slat or slats no thicker than 3/4 inch (1.9 cm such that
when the sl at degrades, the opening in the sidewall of the trap

will no | onger be obstructed.

(ii) Awire trap will be considered to have a degradabl e
panel if one of the followi ng methods is used in construction of
the trap:

(A) The trap Iid tie-down strap is secured to the trap at
one end by a single loop of untreated jute twine, a corrodible
| oop conposed of non-coated steel wire measuring 24 gauge or
thinner, or an untreated pine dowel no |arger than 2 inches (5.1
cm) in length by 3/8 inch (0.95 ¢cnm) in dianeter. The trap lid
nmust be secured so that when the jute, corrodible | oop, or pine
dowel degrades, the Iid will no |onger be securely closed.

(B) The trap contains at |east one sidewall with a vertical
rectangul ar opening no snaller in either dinmension than 6 inches
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(15.2 cm) in height by 3 inches (7.6 cn) in width. This opening
may be | aced, sewn, or otherw se obstructed by--

(1) Asingle length of untreated jute tw ne knotted only at
each end and not tied or |ooped nore than once around a single
nmesh bar;

(2) Untreated pine slat(s) no thicker than 3/8 inch (0.95
cm;

(3) Non-coated steel wire measuring 24 gauge or thinner;

(4) A panel of ferrous single-dipped gal vanized wire nesh
made of 24 gauge or thinner wire; or

(5 A rectangul ar panel made of any material, fastened to
the trap at each of the four corners of the rectangle by rings
made of non-coated 24 gauge or thinner wire or single strands of
untreated jute twine. Wen the jute, untreated pine slat(s),
non-coated steel wire, wre nesh panel, or corner fasteners
degrade, the opening in the sidewall of the trap nmust no | onger
be obstruct ed.

(b) Daylight hours. A stone crab trap in the managenent
area may be pulled or tended during daylight hours only--that is,
from21 hour before sunrise to 1 hour after sunset.

(c) CGear belonging to others. No fisherman may willfully
tend, open, pull, or otherw se nolest another fisherman's trap,
buoy, or line in the managenent area without the prior witten
consent of that fisherman.

8 654.23 Southwest Florida seasonal trawl closure.

From January 1 to 1 hour after sunset (local tinme) My 20,
each year, the area described in this section is closed to
trawling, including trawming for live bait. The area is that
part of the managenent area shoreward of a |line connecting the
foll ow ng points (see Appendix A, Figure 2, of this part):

North West
Poi nt Latitude Longi t ude
BL....... 26°16' 81°58.5
C....... 26°00' 82°04'
D....... 25°09' 81°47.6'
E....... 24°54. 5' 81°50. 5
M....... 24°49. 3' 81°46. 4'

1 On the seaward Iimt of Florida' s waters.

8 654.24 Shrimp/stone crab separation zones.

Five zones are established in the managenent area and
Florida's waters off G trus and Hernando Counties for the
separation of shrinp trawing and stone crab trapping. The zones
are as shown in Appendix A, Figure 3, of this part. Although
Zone Il is entirely within Florida's waters, it is included in
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this section and Appendi x A, Figure 3,

conveni ence of fishernen.

contained in Rule 46-38.001,
CGeogr aphi cal

of this part for the
Restrictions that apply to Zone |
those parts of the other zones that are in Florida's waters are

par agraph and shown in Appendi x A Figure 3,

follows (loran readings are unofficial

t he conveni ence of fishernen):

Fl ori da Adm ni strative Code.
coordi nates of the points referred to in this

and

of this part are as
and are included only for

Nort h West Loran Chain 7980
Poi nt Latitude Longi t ude W X Y Z
A 28°59' 30" 82°45' 36" 14416.5 31409.4 45259.1 62895.3
B 28°59' 30" 83°00' 10" 14396.0 31386.3 45376.8 63000.0
C 28°26' 01" 82°59'47" 14301.5 31205.9 45103.2 63000.0
D 28°26' 01" 82°56' 54" 14307.0 31212.2 45080.0 62981.3
E 28°41' 39" 82°55' 25" 14353.7 31300.2 45193.9 62970.0
F 28°41' 39" 82°56' 09" 14352.4 31298.6 45199.4 62975.0
G 28°48' 56" 82°56' 19" 14372.6 31337.2 45260.0 62975.0
H 28°53' 51" 82°51'19" 14393.9 31371.8 45260.0 62938.7
I 28°54' 43" 82°44' 52" (H (H (H (H
J 28°51' 09" 82°44' 00" 2) (%) (%) (%)
K 28°50' 59" 82°54'16" 14381.6 31351.8 45260.0 62960.0
L 28°41' 39" 82°53'56" 14356.2 31303.0 45181.7 62960.0
M 28°41' 39" 82°38' 46" (® (® (® (®
N 28°41' 39" 82°53' 12" 14357.4 31304.4 45176.0 62955.0
O 28°30' 51" 82°55'11" 14323.7 31242.4 45104.9 62970.0
P 28°40' 00" 82°53'08" 14352.9 31295.7 45161.8 62955.0
Q 28°40' 00" 82°47'58" 14361.3 31305.4 45120.0 62920.0
R 28°35' 14" 82°47' 47" 14348.6 31280.6 45080.0 62920.0
S 28°30' 51" 82°52'55" 14327.7 31247.0 45086.6 62955.0
T 28°27' 46" 82°55' 09" 14315.2 31225.8 45080.0 62970.0
U 28°30' 51" 82°52' 09" 14329.1 31248.6 45080.0 62949.9
Crystal River Entrance Light 1A
Long Pt. (southwest tip).
¥ Shoreline.
(a) Zone | is enclosed by rhunb |ines connecting, in
order, points A, B, C, D, T, E, F, G H |, and J, plus the
shoreline between points Aand J. It is unlawful to trawl in

that part of Zone |
5 through May 20,

that is in the EEZ during the period Cctober
each year.

(b) Zone 11 is enclosed by rhunb Iines connecting, in order,
points J, I, H K L, and M plus the shoreline between points J
and M

(c) Zone 111 is enclosed by rhunb |lines connecting, in
order, points P, Q R U, S and P. It is unlawful to trawl in

that part of Zone IIl that is in the EEZ during the period
Oct ober 5 through May 20, each year

(d) Zone 1V is enclosed by rhunb |ines connecti ng,
points E, N, S, O and E.

in order,
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(1) It is unlawful to place a stone crab trap in that part
of Zone IV that is in the EEZ during the periods Cctober 5
t hrough Decenber 1, and April 2 through May 20, each year.

(2) It is unlawful to trawl in that part of Zone IV that is
in the EEZ during the period Decenber 2 through April 1, each
year .

(e) Zone V is enclosed by rhunb |ines connecting, in order,
points F, G K, L, and F.

(1) It is unlawful to place a stone crab trap in that part
of Zone V that is in the EEZ during the periods Cctober 5 through
Novenber 30, and March 16 through May 20, each year.

(2) It is unlawful to trawl in that part of Zone V that it
is in the EEZ during the period Decenber 1 through March 15, each
year.

(f) A stone crab trap, float, or rope in the managenent area
during a period not authorized by this section will be considered
uncl ai med or abandoned property and may be di sposed of in any
manner consi dered appropriate by the Assistant Adm nistrator or
an aut horized officer. An owner of such trap, float, or rope
remai ns subject to appropriate civil penalties. A stone crab
trap will be presunmed to be the property of the nost recently
docunent ed owner .

§ 654.25 Prevention of gear conflicts.

(a) No person may knowi ngly place in the managenent area any
article, including fishing gear, that interferes with fishing or
obstructs or damages fishing gear or the fishing vessel of
anot her; or know ngly use fishing gear in such a fashion that it
obstructs or damages the fishing gear or fishing vessel of
anot her .

(b) I'n accordance with the procedures and limtations of the
Fi shery Managenent Plan for the Stone Crab Fishery of the Gulf of
Mexi co, the Regional Administrator nmay nodify or establish
separation zones for shrinp trawing and the use of fixed gear as
may be necessary and appropriate to prevent gear conflicts.
Necessary prohibitions or restrictions will be published in the
Federal Reqister.

8§ 654.26 Adjustment of management measures.

In accordance with the procedures and limtations of the
Fi shery Managenent Plan for the Stone Crab Fishery of the Gulf of
Mexi co, the Regional Adm nistrator may establish or nodify the
foll owi ng managenent neasures: Limtations on the nunber of
traps that may be fished by each vessel; construction
characteristics of traps; gear and vessel identification
requirenents; gear that nay be used or prohibited in a directed
fishery; bycatch levels in non-directed fisheries; seasons;
soak/ renoval periods and requirenents for traps; use, possession
and handling of stone crabs aboard vessels; and m ni mum | egal
Si zes.
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§ 654.27 Specifically authorized activities.

The Regi onal Adm ni strator may authorize, for the
acqui sition of information and data, activities otherw se
prohi bited by the regulations in this part.

8 654.28 Tortugas marine reserves

The followi ng activities are prohibited within the Tortugas
marine reserves: Fishing for any species and anchoring by
fishing vessels.

(a) EEZ portion of Tortugas North. The area is bounded by
rhunb lines connecting the follow ng points: From point A at
24°40' 00" N. lat., 83°06'00" W long. to point B at 24°46' 00" N
lat., 83°06' 00" W long. to point C at 24°46' 00" N. lat.,
83°00' 00" W 1long.; thence along the line denoting the seaward
[imt of Florida’s waters, as shown on the current edition of
NOAA chart 11438, to point A at 24°40'00" N. lat., 83°06' 00" W
| ong.

(b) Tortugas South. The area is bounded by rhunb |ines
connecting, in order, the foll ow ng points:

Poi nt North | at. West | ong.
A 24°33' 00" 83°09' 00"
B 24°33' 00" 83°05' 00"
C 24°18' 00" 83°05' 00"
D 24°18' 00" 83°09' 00"
A 24°33' 00" 83°09' 00"

14



Appendix A to Part 654--Figures
Figure 1--Stone Crab C aw

Fi gure 2--Sout hwest Florida Seasonal Trawl C osure
Figure 3--Shrinp/ Stone Crab Separation Zones
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