
Regulations Current as of June 13, 2014 

50 CFR 223.206 (d)(1) Handling and Resuscitation Requirements  
 
(i) Any specimen taken incidentally during the course of fishing or scientific research activities 
must be handled with due care to prevent injury to live specimens, observed for activity, and 
returned to the water according to the following procedures: 
 

(A) Sea turtles that are actively moving or determined to be dead as described in 
paragraph (d)(1)(i)(C) of this section must be released over the stern of the boat. In 
addition, they must be released only when fishing or scientific collection gear is not 
in use, when the engine gears are in neutral position, and in areas where they are 
unlikely to be recaptured or injured by vessels. 

(B) Resuscitation must be attempted on sea turtles that are comatose, or inactive, as 
determined in paragraph (d)(1) of this section, by: 

(1) Placing the turtle on its bottom shell (plastron) so that the turtle is right side up 
and elevating its hindquarters at least 6 inches (15.2 cm) for a period of 4 up to 24 
hours. The amount of the elevation depends on the size of the turtle; greater 
elevations are needed for larger turtles. Periodically, rock the turtle gently left to 
right and right to left by holding the outer edge of the shell (carapace) and lifting one 
side about 3 inches (7.6 cm) then alternate to the other side. Gently touch the eye and 
pinch the tail (reflex test) periodically to see if there is a response. 

(2) Sea turtles being resuscitated must be shaded and kept damp or moist but under 
no circumstance be placed into a container holding water. A water-soaked towel 
placed over the head, carapace, and flippers is the most effective method in keeping 
a turtle moist. 

(3) Sea turtles that revive and become active must be released over the stern of the 
boat only when fishing or scientific collection gear is not in use, when the engine 
gears are in neutral position, and in areas where they are unlikely to be recaptured or 
injured by vessels. Sea turtles that fail to respond to the reflex test or fail to move 
within 4 hours (up to 24, if possible) must be returned to the water in the same 
manner as that for actively moving turtles. 

(C) A turtle is determined to be dead if the muscles are stiff (rigor mortis) and/or the flesh 
has begun to rot; otherwise the turtle is determined to be comatose or inactive and 
resuscitation attempts are necessary. 

 
(ii) In addition to the provisions of paragraph (d)(1)(i) of this section, a person aboard a vessel in 
the Atlantic, including the Caribbean Sea and the Gulf of Mexico, that has pelagic or bottom 
longline gear on board and that has been issued, or is required to have, a limited access permit 
for highly migratory species under §635.4 of this title, must comply with the handling and 
release requirements specified in §635.21 of this title. 
 
(iii) Any specimen taken incidentally during the course of fishing or scientific research activities 
must not be consumed, sold, landed, offloaded, transshipped, or kept below deck. 
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