
Support Sturgeon Science!
If you catch a sturgeon or �nd one dead call the Sturgeon Hotline

Help scienti�c research by reporting the following 
observations to the Southeast U.S. Sturgeon Hotline:  
•  specific location where the fish was caught or found 
    (if alive, do not remove from the water, cut the line as close to the  
    hook as possible, and release it. If it is dead, do not touch or move it), 
•  the condition of the caught or dead fish (e.g. level of decay and signs of 
    trauma or injury),
•  presence of scientific research tags (report color and writing 
    on the tags),  
•  the estimated length of the fish (from nose to end of tail), and
•  if possible, a picture of the entire fish (this will allow for proper species
    identification).   

It is illegal to harm or keep sturgeon. 

Sturgeon found in the Southeast U.S. are protected under the Endangered Species Act.

The Southeast U.S. Sturgeon Hotline: 1-844-STURG 911
or email: nmfs.ser.sturgeonnetwork@noaa.gov 

Shortnose Sturgeon. Credit: University of Maine 

(1-844-788-7491)



Sturgeon facts:
- Have a cartilage skeleton and a body covered with rows of bony plates, called   
   scutes. 
- Bottom feeders; use their whiskers, called barbels, to locate food items like  
   crustaceans, marine worms, and other small bottom-dwelling animals. 
- Current threats include poor water quality and habitat loss from human 
  activity, such as building locks and dams that block their spawning 
  migration.
  spawn.

For more information about sturgeon in the Southeast visit: 
http://sturgeon.sero.nmfs.noaa.gov

Boaters Use Caution! 
Sturgeon can leap/jump out of the water and may collide with boaters. 
Use caution while boating in areas where sturgeon are known to surface or 
jump. 

Sturgeon are found in the northern Gulf of Mexico and along the east 
coast of the U.S. from Florida - Canada.  While they live in oceans and 
coastal bays, they migrate into freshwater rivers during the summer 
to spawn.
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