
When reporting a sea turtle in distress, please stay with the animal.  
Local responders will likely need to ask you questions about the turtle 
and may ask you to stay with it until they arrive. 

REPORT DEAD, INJURED OR 
 ENTANGLED SEA TURTLES TO:  

 1-877-942-5343
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For more information about sea turtles in the 
Southeast visit: http://seaturtles.sero.nmfs.noaa.gov

Credit: Kim Bassos-Hull, Mote Marine Laboratory



How can you help sea turtles? 
• DO call  to report dead, injured or entangled
   sea turtles to 1-877-942-5343.
• DO use caution while boating. Moving slowly 
   and wearing polarized sunglasses wil l  help
   you see turtles at or below the water’s surface. 
• DO use circle or corrodible (non-stainless        
   steel) hooks to reduce injuries to sea turtles. 
• DO recycle mono�lament �shing l ine and   
   properly dispose of other �shing gear
   (ex.nets and lures) and trash. 
• DON’T cast your hook & l ine or net toward 
   sea turtles.
• DO reuse bait and properly dispose of leftover
   bait and unused �sh remains, especially
   at piers. 
• DON’T attempt to swim with sea turtles.    
   Chasing sea turtles is prohibited by Federal Law.  

ALL SEA TURTLES IN U.S. WATERS ARE PROTECTED UNDER 
THE ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT 
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