
PCTS Access for Determining Status of ESA Section 7 Consultations  
(Revised 3-17-2010) 

 
Public Consultation Tracking System (PCTS) Guidance:   
PCTS is an online query system at https://pcts.nmfs.noaa.gov/that allows the public, consultants, 
federal agencies, and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ (COE) permit applicants to ascertain the 
status of NMFS’ Endangered Species Act (ESA) and Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) consultations, 
conducted pursuant to ESA section 7, and Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act’s (MSA) sections 305(b)2 and 305(b)(4), respectively.   
 
Federal agencies are required to enter an agency-specific username and password to query the 
Federal Agency Site.  The COE “Permit Site” (no password needed) allows COE permit 
applicants and consultants to check on the current status of Clean Water Act section 404 permit 
actions for which NMFS has conducted, or is in the process of conducting, an ESA or EFH 
consultation with the COE.  The general public, consultants, and non-federal applicants can 
query PCTS by using the following username and password:  PCTSNMFS, and PCTS22NMFS, 
respectively. 
 
For COE-permitted projects, click on “Enter Corps Permit Site.”  From the “Choose Agency 
Subdivision (Required)” list, pick the appropriate COE district.  At “Enter Agency Permit 
Number” type in the COE district identifier, hyphen, year, hyphen, number.  The COE is in the 
processing of converting its permit application database to PCTS-compatible “ORM.”  An 
example permit number is:  SAJ-2005-000001234-IPS-1.  For the Jacksonville District, which 
has already converted to ORM, permit application numbers should be entered as SAJ (hyphen), 
followed by 4-digit year (hyphen), followed by permit application numeric identifier with no 
preceding zeros.  For example:  SAJ-2005-123; SAJ-2005-1234; SAJ-2005-12345.   
 
For inquiries regarding applications processed by COE districts that have not yet made the 
conversion to ORM (e.g., Mobile District), enter the 9-digit numeric identifier, or convert the 
existing COE-assigned application number to 9 numeric digits by deleting all letters, hyphens, 
and commas; converting the year to 4-digit format (e.g., -04 to 2004); and adding additional 
zeros in front of the numeric identifier to make a total of 9 numeric digits.  For example:  AL05-
982-F converts to 200500982; MS05-04401-A converts to 200504401.   
 
PCTS questions should be directed to Eric Hawk at Eric.Hawk@noaa.gov or (727) 551-5773. 
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