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Presentation Overview 
• What is Sea Grant? 
• Focus Areas 
• Notable Projects 



National Sea Grant College Program 

• SEA GRANT ACT (1966) 
• Parallel between new program focusing on nation's 

marine resources and established Land Grant Program  
• 32 Sea Grant Programs 

– Coastal States 
– Great Lakes States 
–  Puerto Rico 



Florida Sea Grant 
• The Florida Sea Grant College Program (1972) 
• Partnership between  

– Academia, Florida Board of Education 
– National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
– Florida's citizens 
– Industries 
– Governments 

• Base funding for Sea Grant comes from National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, NOAA 



Program Mission: 
 
The mission of  Florida Sea Grant is to support 
research, outreach and education to enhance the 
responsible use of  coastal and marine resources to 
create a sustainable economy and environment.  



Florida Sea Grant Programs 
• Research – approximately $1M / year 

• Outreach – conducted by faculty and staff of UF 

• Education – K-12, undergraduate and graduate 

• Fellowships, Scholarships  

• Workshops for Experts and Public 

• Community Decision Support 

 

 



All 11 public universities, 3 private universities, and 
two research laboratories participate 

Institutional Setting 



State-Wide Program Structure 

Florida 
Academic 

Institutions 

 

University 
of  Florida 

 

Coastal 
Counties 

Over 300 
faculty with 
expertise in nearly 
every are of  coastal 
& ocean science 

FSG admin. office, 
Director, Associate 
Directors, and marine 
extension specialists; 
plus broad faculty 
research expertise 

19 marine extension 
agents housed in 
county offices and 
cost-shared with 
counties 

SUS Board of 
Governors and 
FL Legislature 



Program Focus Areas 
(2014-2017) 

• Healthy Oceans and Coasts 

• Sustainable Coastal Communities & Economies 

• Safe and Sustainable Seafood 

• Hazard-Resilient and Climate-Ready Coasts 

• Education and Workforce Development 



Cross Cutting Goals 

• Provide sound scientific information  
• Develop  informed citizenry that understands 

value and vulnerability of coastal and marine 
resources 

• Support decision-making process that involves 
full range of coastal interests 



Healthy Coastal and Marine Ecosystems 
 
• Water quality 
• Coastal and marine habitats 
• Ecosystem management 
 



Healthy Coastal and Marine Ecosystems 
Program Highlights 

 

•     Catch and Release Fishing 
•     Scallop Search 
•     Understanding Disease Spread in Florida Spiny Lobster 
 



Sustainable Coastal Communities & Economics 
 

• Smart growth and sustainable coastal living 
• Effective waterway management 
• Resistance to and resilience from hurricanes 
•  Preservation of  public access and heritage 
 



Seafood Production and Safety 
 
• Sustainable harvest of  fish and shellfish 
•  Aquaculture 
•  Seafood safety and technology 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.visitcedarkey.com/img/other_photos/clams0.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.visitcedarkey.com/dining.html&h=236&w=290&sz=12&hl=en&start=8&tbnid=UF0ww4lADbjlZM:&tbnh=94&tbnw=115&prev=/images?q=Cedar+Key+clams&gbv=2&hl=en
http://bp0.blogger.com/_wdtCRgVZ6yE/RxqOLuRqfaI/AAAAAAAABh0/0377kGeg1ys/s1600-h/grouper.JPG


Seafood Production and Safety: 
Program Highlights 

• Continuous Water Quality Monitoring Relevant to Clam Growers 
•    Use of  Irradiation to reduce incidence of  harmful bacteria in 
  Oysters 
•    Partner in Seafood HACCP Program (Hazard Analysis and 
  Critical Control Point) 
 
 



Sustainable Hazard Resilient Communities: 
Program Highlights 

 

• Law and Policy Initiatives 
•  “From Red Tape to Green Tape”-streamline Planning 
and Permitting of  Living Shorelines in Florida 
 
 



Issues of  concern for FL: 
 
•  Sea level rise, coastal erosion 
•  Ocean acidification 
•  Loss of  coastal wetlands 
•  Increases in harmful blooms 
•  Impacts to coastal water supply 
•  Impacts to infrastructure  
•  Florida needs effective adaptation strategies 

Hazard Resilient &  
Climate Ready Coasts 



Hazard Resilient &  
Climate-Ready Coasts 
Selected Activities: 
 
Assisted Florida Ocean and Coastal Council in developing a 
climate primer for the Legislature and Congress 
 
Legal policy workshops for coastal environmental lawyers and 
planners re. sea level rise and adaptation strategies 
 
Jointly funding, with three other GOM Sea Grant programs and 
USEPA, research projects dealing with coastal community 
resilience to sea level rise and hurricanes 
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Programs & Resources for 
Education & Outreach  



Healthy Coastal & Marine Ecosystems 

Scallop Working Group Coastal Clean Up 

Great Goliath Grouper Count 
Derelict Trap Clean Up 

http://my.ifas.ufl.edu/sites/centers/fsg/Images Gallery/Scallops/scallop-search-0122.JPG
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Manatee Curriculum 

• http://stjohns.ifas.ufl.edu/sea/3rd_grade_curr
iculum.html 

•  Objectives: To learn about the biology and 
ecology of a manatee; to learn ways that 
humans impact and can protect manatees 

http://stjohns.ifas.ufl.edu/sea/3rd_grade_curriculum.html
http://stjohns.ifas.ufl.edu/sea/3rd_grade_curriculum.html


Aquaculture Curriculum  

• http://irrec.ifas.ufl.edu/teachaquaculture/ 
• Provide teachers curriculum modules on 

aquaculture and aquatic sciences.  
– 2010 FL Sunshine State Standards 
– 9th grade level  
– adaptable to grades K-12 
– Activity based 
– FREE 

http://irrec.ifas.ufl.edu/teachaquaculture/


Estuary-Friendly Living 
• http://nsgl.gso.uri.edu/flsgp/flsgph12001.pdf 

 

http://nsgl.gso.uri.edu/flsgp/flsgph12001.pdf


Oil Spill Science  
Outreach Team 

• The Sea Grant oil spill science specialists work 
together on multiple oil spill related research 
topics. Although each is based in a different 
state, they work regionally throughout the Gulf 
of Mexico. 



Gulf of Mexico Climate Outreach 
Community of Practice  



Gulf Sea Grant Fisheries 
Extension Advisory 
Committee 



Professional Development 
• Adult Day Camps 
• Teacher Training Workshops 
• Florida Master Naturalist 
• Subject-specific Workshops 

 



Resources 
• National Sea Grant Library, 

http://nsgd.gso.uri.edu/ 
• Florida Sea Grant, https://www.flseagrant.org/ 
• EDIS, http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ 

 



UF/IFAS Extension Pinellas County  
Florida Sea Grant 

 

“Like” https://www.facebook.com/PinellasSeaGrant  
  

Follow https://twitter.com/PinellaSeaGrant 
 

Follow UF/IFAS Extension Pinellas County 

 
 

https://twitter.com/PinellaSeaGrant
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