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Education Supports NOAA’s Mission 
 Education is critical to achieving NOAA’s mission 
 The NOAA Education Council promotes coordination among 

NOAA’s education investments and work towards a coherent 
education portfolio 

 Membership includes all programs with major education 
investments and capability 

 Activities: education strategic planning, implementation work 
groups, data collection and reporting, creating community 
 
 

2 



NOAA Education Strategic Plan 
 Mandated in America COMPETES Act 

 20 year plan, updated every 5 years 
 Frames education activities at NOAA 

 Agency level planning document 
 Established by the NOAA Education Council 
 Coordinated by the NOAA Office of Education 
 Enabled and implemented by the NOAA 

Education community 
 Revision emphasis 

 Better reflect alignment with NOAA core 
mission 

 Improve ability to evaluate the plan 
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NOAA Education Strategic Plan 
2015-2035 
NOAA’s Education Vision 
An informed society that uses ocean, coastal, Great Lakes, 
weather, and climate science to make the best social, economic, 
and environmental decisions. 
 
NOAA’s Education Mission 
To educate and inspire the Nation to use science toward 
improving ocean and coastal stewardship, increasing safety and 
resilience to environmental hazards, and preparing a future 
workforce to support NOAA’s mission.  
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Revised Strategic Plan Goals 
Reflect NOAA’s Mission 
 Goal 1: Science-Informed Society 
An informed society has access to, interest in, and understanding of NOAA-related 

sciences and their implications for current and future events. 
 Goal 2: Conservation and Stewardship 
Individuals and communities are actively involved in stewardship behaviors and 

decisions that conserve, restore, and protect natural and cultural resources related 
to NOAA’s mission. 

 Goal 3: Safety and Preparedness 
Individuals and communities are informed and actively involved in decisions and 

actions that improve preparedness, response, and resilience to challenges and 
impacts of hazardous weather, changes in climate, and other environmental threats 
monitored by NOAA. 

 Goal 4: Future Workforce 
A diverse and highly-skilled future workforce pursues careers in disciplines that 

support NOAA’s mission. 
 Goal 5: Organizational Excellence 
NOAA functions in a unified manner to support, plan, and deliver effective 

educational programs and partnerships that advance NOAA’s mission. 
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Data We Currently Collect:  
NOAA-wide Common Measures 
 Over 61 million people visit informal education institutions hosting NOAA supported 

exhibits or programs that enhance stewardship and promote decision making. 
 Over 470 institutions increase educational capacity through NOAA-funded 

interpretive/educational centers, exhibits or programs. 
 Over 2.2 million lifelong learners participate in NOAA supported informal education 

programs that enhance stewardship and promote informed decision making. 
 Over 340,000 preK-12 students participate in NOAA supported formal education 

programs that enhance understanding and use of NOAA science and other resources. 
 Over 32,800 educators participate in NOAA supported professional development 

programs that enhance understanding and use of NOAA science and other resources. 
 Over 19 million people visit NOAA Education websites that support a broad spectrum of 

educational activities and provide critical information to the Nation. 
 Over 3,850 postsecondary students trained in NOAA-mission related sciences through 

NOAA-funded higher education programs that prepare students for career paths at NOAA and 
related organizations. 

 Over 560 postsecondary degrees in NOAA-related disciplines awarded to students who 
were supported by NOAA in higher education programs. 6 



NOAA Narrative Accomplishments 
 B-WET stories from 

progress reports, 
grantee 
communication, other 
examples from the field 

 FY14 Accomplishments 
now available online 
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http://www.oesd.noaa.gov/archive.php?id=NOAA_FY14_Edu_Acc_Rep


21st Century Community Learning 
Centers (21CCLC) 
 This program supports the creation of community learning 

centers that provide academic enrichment opportunities 
during non-school hours for children, particularly students 
who attend high-poverty and low-performing schools. The 
program helps students meet state and local student 
standards in core academic subjects, such as reading and 
math; offers students a broad array of enrichment activities 
that can complement their regular academic programs; and 
offers literacy and other educational services to the families 
of participating children. 

 Funded by the Department of Education 
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Potential NOAA/21CCLC Partnership 
Department of Education is interested in 

providing some funding to support NOAA 
activities at 21st Century Community Learning 
Centers. Activities must include: 
 Authentic STEM experiences  for students, in NOAA-

related topics, offered for 1-2 hours per week over a 6 - 10 
week period (8 weeks is typical) 

 Capacity building for 21CCLC staff who will be offering, 
or assisting with, the authentic STEM experiences for 
the students 

 Direct interaction with NOAA (or related) scientists 
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B-WET Opportunity 
 If this goes forward, NOAA will 

work with Department of 
Education (likely through a third 
party) to select organizations to 
provide meaningful 
environmental education 
activities at 10 - 25 21st Century 
Community Learning Centers in 
5 or more states.  

 The opportunity would be 
advertised sometime this fall.  
 10 



Other Education Topics 
 Climate education: The President has provided a call to action to build resilience for 

climate change, and education is a component of this effort. 
 Science on a Sphere network: We provide support to the network of institutions who 

have installed spheres by providing a forum to share ideas and lessons learned, and 
through grants for new content and interpretation training.   

 Evaluation: We've invested in a professional evaluator and have been increasing our 
community's capacity to evaluate every year, including reporting into eight NOAA-wide 
measures.  The new strategic plan also has an evaluation section built in to help us keep 
track of progress. 

 Citizen Science community of practice: We are putting effort into being the glue for this 
community and to represent NOAA in the national dialog on this topic. 

 NOAA Outreach Center: We maintain this center and provide outreach support on 
behalf of NOAA.  We coordinate staffing and material support at events and when people 
call "NOAA", often times the call comes to the Outreach Center. 

 Scholarships and fellowships: Provides hands on experience at our agency, including the 
Hollings Scholarship Program and the Educational Partnership Program. 

 www.education.noaa.gov: This portal is designed to assist educators in accessing 
education resources that are distributed across many websites and program offices at 
NOAA (and partner) websites from one centralized interface. 
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http://www.education.noaa.gov/
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Thank You! 
 

  
Bronwen Rice 

B-WET National Coordinator 
 
 

Bronwen.Rice@noaa.gov 
 

http://www.oesd.noaa.gov/grants/bwet.html 
http://www.facebook.com/noaabwet 
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