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“LIFE is an science-based 
environmental education program 
designed to build knowledge, 
skills, and stewardship among 
middle school students in Florida 
through meaningful field 
experiences.” 



Program Goals 

1. Increase student achievement in 
science 

 
2. Strengthen teacher’s capacity for 

inquiry-based instruction 
 
3. Prepare underrepresented groups 

for careers in STEM fields 
 
4. Build stewardship for conservation 

areas 



Where is the LIFE 
Program?  
 
The LIFE program began in 

 Apalachicola with its first  

partnership in 2004 with 

 Franklin County Schools.  

Today there are 22 LIFE  

sites throughout  

the state. 



LIFE Guiding Principles 
1.  Prioritize underserved groups, low performing  M.S. 

2.  Collaborative content development 

3.  Focus on inquiry-based learning 

4.  Multiple field experiences 

5.  Integrate continuous TPD 

6.  Long-term partnerships 

7.  Subject integration 

8.  Technology in the field 

9.  Promote service learning 

10.  Comprehensive assessment 
 



LIFE Projects 

• Big Cypress Watershed Project (Collier County) 
– 4 years 
–  4 Middle Schools (7th G) 
 

• Gulf - to - Bay Project (Pinellas County) 
– 2nd year 
– 1 Middle School (8th G), 1 High School, 1 Elementary 

School 
 

 



Connections to MWEEs 

Watershed Overview 
Presentation 



Assessment: Pre/Post Watershed Test 
 

  

 
 



Connections to MWEEs 

 
1. Inland 
2. Fresh water 

System 
3. Estuarine 

System 

Traveling 
through  
the Watershed 
while having 
meaningful field 
experiences… 



G2B Project 



Students  
 
• 64% agree/strongly agree:  “The outdoor field activities I participated in during 
the Field Experiences have made me more interested in science.”  

 
• 65% agree/strongly agree: “ I am more comfortable in natural areas now that I have 
participated in these outdoor field activities.” 

 
• 66% agree/strongly agree: “After participating in the outdoor field experiences, I 
have changed my behavior(s) to help protect natural areas. 

 
• 76% agree/strongly agree: “After participating in the outdoor field activities, I 
value the importance of activities related to conservation or environmental protection.”  

  
“ I used to hate science before this year” 

 

Assessments: End of Year Survey 



LIFE by the Numbers Big Cypress W. Gulf-to-Bay 
Years Active 4 1 
Field Experiences 109 15 
# Students served 4,400 1,057 
# Teachers served 100 64 
Park Partnerships 6 3 



Collaborative Content Development 

Boyd Hill Nature Preserve, Pinellas Co. 
 

 Connecting host site  
resources and teachers’ needs  

by creating site-specific and  
curriculum related labs. 



http://www.dep.state.fl.us/secretary/ed/lifeprogram.htm 
 

Resources 

Greg Ira 
DEP – Director  Office of Environmental Education 

Greg.Ira@dep.state.fl.us 

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/secretary/ed/lifeprogram.htm


Questions? 



Assessment: Pre/Post  FEs  Test 
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