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Group photo of youth volunteers at overnight

-WET SUMMER 2013

Audubon Nature Institute
Celebrating the Wonders of Nature



http://www.auduboninstitute.org/

Experiences are investigative or
project oriented.

During the months of June and July the three youth
volunteer programs of Audubon Nature Institute,
Junior Entomologists, Junior Keepers, and AquaKids,
participated in an overnight retreat and field trips.

During these events, students participated in hands-
on activities such as geocaching, using field guides,
sampling for biotic features in a quadrat, and
water quality testing.



What we covered

After administering the pre-test, we were able to
focus our discussions around four main topics. These
included: Watersheds, Water Quality,

Technology /Community Outreach, and Coastal
Conservation.

These topics were taught through lesson plans and
hands-on activities. Each lesson plan had
designated vocabulary words that students would
use in their journals once given a specific topic to
discuss.



Overnight Retreat

Summer interns prepare for
quadrat/geocaching exercise
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Students use field guides to identify plants and
animals at Fontainebleau State Park.



Overnight Retreat

Preparing for the first geocaching exercise
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Students participate in a team building

exercise.



Field Trips - LUMCON

Testing the DO

F 3

Students onboard the RV Acadiana




Field Trips - LUMCON

Pulling water samples



Field Trips - Zoo

Measuring the pH of the lagoon

Testing the turbidity of the
lagoon



Field Trips - Zoo

Testing the DO of the lagoon
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Macroinvertebrate sampling of the lagoon




Where we had trouble

The students are being assessed by the use of the given
vocabulary words used in their journal entries and blogs.

After reading through the journal entries from the summer
training session we were finding that the students were
understanding the material being covered, but not
constructing entries that used the specific vocabulary words
in sentences.

For example: The topic may ask the student to pretend they
were on a plane looking down at the Earth below and
asked to give an description of what they saw. A vocabulary
word that could be used was vegetation communities. We
found that the students were giving very imaginative details
of the vegetation communities but not using the exact word.



How WE Assessed the Students

Each day the students were given quizzes that
covered the previous days topics and discussions.
After grading these quizzes we could see that the
students were understanding the material being

taught.



What’s Nexte

Beginning in September, students will begin drawing water
samples from our designated spot in Audubon Park. They

will be testing four parameters of the water: temperature,
pH, DO, and turbidity.

After pulling water samples and collecting their dataq,
students will blog about their findings. These blogs will be
written by the students and published to the Audubon
website. They will also make videos to publish to YouTube
and Facebook.

The students will be further assessed by these three sources.

Once the school year session is complete the students will
present their data to the Lake Pontchartrain Basin
Foundation and the outside evaluators of the program.



What's Nexte

1 Students will also participate in LSU’s Coastal Roots
program.

1 Students will use GPS units to plot points of where
trees were planted.

71 The location for tree planting is yet to be
determined.




Audubon Youth Volunteers 2013

Students after
a very hot,
long day of

scientific
exploration at

LUMCON.

Jr. Keepers

Jr.
Entomologists

AquaKids
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