AGENDA
2013 Gulf of Mexico B-WET Regional Meeting

August 23" — 25™"

University of Southern Mississippi
Gulf Coast Research Lab
Marine Education Center

703 East Beach Drive
Ocean Springs, Mississippi 39564
(228) 872-4200
http://www.usm.edu/gcrl/mec/

Caylor building, Room 104

Meeting objectives:

1.
2. Toimprove understanding of the MWEE (meaningful watershed educational experience)

3.

4. To learn about and national initiatives, including the national B-WET evaluation and how to get

To understand Gulf of Mexico B-WET projects and lessons learned from each
To increase communication among Gulf B-WET recipients and to build camaraderie

involved
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2013 Gulf of Mexico B-WET Regional Meeting Agenda

Friday, August 23, 2013

MWEE ON THE MS. PEETSY B
optional pre-meeting activity
1:30-4:30 pm

B-WET recipients will be taken into Davis Bayou, and surrounding coastal marsh, with USM expert Beth
Jones for a 1.5 hour research cruise on the MV Ms. Peetsy B during which Beth will lead a conversation with
participants about challenges and best practices of conducting hands-on activities (e.g. measurement of
water quality, collection of organisms, etc.) with students and teachers in the field. Participants will discuss
ways to ensure such activities are successful and to avoid common pitfalls. The cruise will be followed by an
in-class activity with discussion of how classroom activities: 1) reinforce teachers’ and students’
understanding of the outdoor experience, 2) relate such meaningful outdoor experiences to classroom
curricula, and 3) can drive home broader watershed concepts.

1:30-2 pm Arrive and board Ms. Peetsy B (meet at Harbor area)
2-3:30 pm MWEE aboard the Ms. Peetsy B
3:30-4:30 pm Restroom break; classroom activity/discussion
4:30-5pm Break before dinner
TIME ACTIVITIES and OBJECTIVES
5:00 - 6 pm Dinner at Dining Hall
Welcome and Background on the GCRL Marine Education Center
Chris Snyder, Director of the Marine Education Center at Gulf Coast
Research Laboratory, University of Southern Mississippi
6—7pm Dr. Jessica Kastler, Program Development Coordinator, Marine Education
Center
Overview of Workshop
Amy Clark, Gulf of Mexico B-WET Coordinator, NOAA Fisheries
Keynote Address: “Informally Discovering Science...One Spider at a Time”
7-8om Dr. Aimee Thomas, Visiting Assistant Professor, Loyola New Orleans
P http://chn.loyno.edu/biology/bio/aim%C3%A9e-k-thomas
8 pm Adjourn
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2013 Gulf of Mexico B-WET Regional Meeting Agenda

Saturday, August 24, 2013

TIME ACTIVITIES and OBJECTIVES
7-8am Breakfast at Dining Hall
8:30—-9am Introductions/Ice breaker

Overview of National B-WET Evaluation
Bronwen Rice, National B-WET Coordinator, NOAA Office of Education

Pre-meeting reading: NOAA B-WET Evaluation System Plan

9:00 - 10:30 am
Obijectives:
» Understand components and status of national B-Wet evaluation
» Understand ways in which current BWET recipients can participate in
the evaluation pilot
10:30 - 10:45 am Break
Federal Budget Process: How B-WET is funded?
Bronwen Rice and Amy Clark
10:45-11:15 am Obijectives:

» To understand the federal budget process and how B-WET is funded
» To provide information on, and answer questions about, the
Administration’s proposal to consolidate STEM programs

Recipients Networking Opportunity

11:15am-12pm .
P Jessie Kastler

12-1pm Lunch at Dining Hall

lllustrating the MWEE

Pre-meeting reading: Elements of the MWEE & Gulf B-WET project
summaries

1:30 - 2:45 pm
Obijectives:

Through case studies by current recipients...

» Gain a better understand the elements of the MWEE

» Learn of challenges and successes in implementing MWEEs

> Learn of creative ways to overcome barriers in implementing MWEEs
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Time Speaker Aspect of MWEE to Highlight
1:30 - 1:45 Amy Clark Explanation of session objectives
145 — 2:45 1. Gillian Rabalais Experiences are investigative or project
‘ ' 2.A. Lodge & T. Greely | oriented
2:45 -3 pm Break
lllustrating the MWEE, cont.
Time Speaker Aspect of MWEE to Highlight
3-5pm 1. Brenda Walkenhorst Experiences are an integral part of the
3-4 ; ;
2. Amy for E. Olsen instructional program
1. Pam Blanchard . . L
4-5 5 Sara Pelleteri Experiences are part of a sustained activity
5pm Adjourn
5-6pm Dinner at Dining Hall
6:30 - 8 pm Kayaking

Exploring Marsh Ecosystems via Kayak
Optional mid-meeting activity
6:30—-8 pm

B-WET recipients will kayak Halstead Bayou with our host, and USM educator, Dr. Jessie Kastler who will
point out regional flora and fauna. Discussion will ensue on how to incorporate unique outdoor activities
into MWEEs and how to use outdoor observations in teaching science, math, art, and other subjects.

6 —-6:15
6:15—7:45 pm
7:45-8 pm

Basic kayaking instruction
Kayaking
Return to campus and clean/stow equipment



2013 Gulf of Mexico B-WET Regional Meeting Agenda

Sunday, August 25, 2013

TIME ACTIVITIES and OBJECTIVES
7-8am Breakfast at Dining Hall
lllustrating the MWEE, cont.
8:30 — 9:45 am Time Speaker Aspe_ct of MWI_EE to Highlight
8:30 - 8:45 Amy Clark Reminders/Review
845 — 9:45 1. Romina Sola Experiences consider the watershed as a
‘ ' 2. Steven Wilkie system
9:45-10 am Break

lllustrating the MWEE, cont.

Time Speaker Aspect of MWEE to Highlight
10am -12 pm 1. Brigette Goza Experiences are enhanced by NOAA
10-11 L .

2. Steven Wilkie products, services, or personnel
11-12 1. Jen Buchanan Experiences are underpinned by stewardship
2. TBD activities
Closing Remarks
Amy Clark and Jessie Kastler
12-12:30 pm Objectives:

» Summary of workshop

> Review any action items or next steps

» Complete meeting evaluation

12:30 pm Adjourn (lunch on your own)
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