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Coastal Roots: LA Land Loss 

hy
dr

ol
og

ic
 m

od
ifi

ca
tio

n 
   

st
or

m
s 

   
su

bs
id

en
ce

 

sea level rise    herbivory   salt water intrusion   
Courtesy of the Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program 



Coastal Roots: Goals 

Conduct an on-going school- 
 based nursery program  
 growing native plants  
Involve students in a hands- 

on habitat restoration planting 
Engage teachers and students with information 

on critical coastal environmental issues. 



Coastal Roots: Participating Schools 

2013-14  
43 schools in  
20 parishes in 

Louisiana 
 

+5 new 
nurseries in 

2013-14 



Coastal Roots: Sustained MWEE activity 

Preparation  Action  Reflection 



Preparation  Student-built Plant Nurseries 

Assembling the nursery –  
Top left: Patrick Taylor Academy, Jefferson;  
M iddle: L Leo Judice Montessori Elem, Scott;  

Lower left: Schools of the Sacred Heart, Grand Coteau 
Top  right: Zachary Elem, Zachary 

Lower right: St. Martin’s Episcopal, Metairie 



Preparation  Anatomy of a Plant Nursery 

Fencing 

Riser 
Ground Cloth 

Trees  Nozzle 

Timer 

 
6’ 

10’ 



Preparation  Plant Nurseries 

Luling Elementary 

St. James Science &  
Math Academy 

Planting native seeds 
southern bald cypress black mangrove 
live oak   southern waxmyrtle 
hackberry   longleaf pine 
swamp red maple  tupelo gum 
bitter panicum  catalpa  



Preparation  Classroom tie-in/ teaching 



Preparation  Teacher Prof. Development 

Summer 
2 days somewhere in the LA 
coastal zone (MWEE for us!) 
 Seeing and doing 
 Adult education 
 Share classroom ideas 

$100 stipend per day 
to cover time/travel 

February 
1 Saturday at LSU 
 Seeds and soil 
 Share classroom  
 implementation ideas 



Action  Raising Restoration Plants 



Action  Restoration Planting Trip 



Action  schools, students, trips, and plants 
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LSU Coastal Roots Summary 
schools, students, trips and plants 
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# Schools:  12       14       18?      24?       18      17        18       36        37       37       38      40      43+4        



Reflection  Getting the Word Out! 

Teacher John Giambrone 
(PPES) speaking with a 
TV reporter. 

Printed 
newsletter. 

Facebook. 

coastalroots.lsu.edu 



Reflection  Awards 

Zachary Elementary 
    
 
 

Teacher Prize: 
• $5,000 award  
• An expenses-paid trip to the 2012 NSTA Conference, in Indiana 
• 1-year NSTA membership  
• Customized teacher gift and certificate of recognition 
Class prize: 
• winning teacher and students will receive an expenses-paid  2 

night/3day trip to the Disneyland® Resort in May of 2011 and will 
be recognized in a ceremony dedicated to their project among 
many other memorable experiences! The principal and one 
chaperone for every (4) students (teacher and principal not 
required to chaperone). 

• Disney Parade in their honor! 
• class will also be illustrated and featured within a 2011 Marvel 

comic book 
• The class and its winning project may be featured on the Disney 

Channel  
• Each student will receive a Disney prize pack including items such 

as:  Reusable lunch kit (bag, bottle, etc.), DVD's, etc. 

http://www.photobucket.com/dpc2011
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jnwaKW74lgc


LSU 
Coastal Roots 
On-going environmental 
stewardship in south 
Louisiana 

LSU College of Education 
LSU College of Agriculture 

Presented at the 2010 North American Association for  
Environmental Education, In Buffalo, New York, by 
   MarLane Dows (Central High School, Baton Rouge)  
   Joann Haydel (Archbishop Chapelle School, Metairie)  
   Susan Koppenol (Christ Episcopal School, Covington) 
   Dr. Pam Blanchard (LSU, Baton Rouge)  

NOAA Bay-Watershed Education & Training 

Reflection  Communicating Outcomes 





Coastal Roots: Looking back 

Trips:         224 
Plants:  91,173 
 
Students, 2nd – 5th:  2,317 
                6th – 8th:   6,402 
                9th – 12th: 1,844 
                   total:   10,573 
 
Teachers:         641 
Chaperones: 1,157 
 



Coastal Roots: Long-term Planting Sites 
Lafayette Parish: 
 ULL CEET – coastal prairie plants 
Calcaseiu Parish: 
 Coastal Plain Conservancy – cypress, long leaf pine, coastal 

prairie plants 
Cameron Parish: 
 Martin Beach – bitter panicum 
East Baton Rouge Parish: 
 BREC Blackwater Conservation Area – persimmon,  
 cherrybark oak, cypress 
 BREC Comite River Park – cypress, swamp red maple 
Iberia Parish: 
 Avery Island – cypress, pecan 
 Palmetto Island State Park – nutall oak, persimmon 
Jefferson Parish: 
 Grand Isle Sate Park –bitter panicum 
Orleans Parish: 
 City Park – cypress, nuttall oak 
St. Charles Parish: 
 Wetland Watcher Park – cypress 
 Bonnet Carré Spillway – cypress, tupelo, nuttall oak 
St. Mary Parish: 
 Maple Bayou – cypress, persimmon 
St. Tammany Parish:  
 Fontainebleau State Park – longleaf pine,  
          tupelo gum, persimmon, cypress 
Terrebonne Parish:  
 LDWF Pointe aux Chenes WMA  – cypress, swamp red 

maple, pecan, persimmon 
Washington Parish:  
 Bogue Chitto State Park – cypress, swamp red maple, 

pecan, persimmon 



Coastal Roots: 2012 - 2013 
2012 
November 2 RESTORATION TRIP Franklin High @ LA State Park - Palmetto Island 
November 13 RESTORATION TRIP Archbishop Chapelle High @ Bonnet Carré Spillway 
November 15 RESTORATION TRIP Our Lady of Mercy @ LA State Park - Fontainebleau 
November 16 RESTORATION TRIP Iberville MSA-East @ BREC Comite River Park 
November 29 RESTORATION TRIP Sacred Heart Academy @ Avery Island 
November 29 RESTORATION TRIP Berchman's Academy @ Avery Island 
November 30 RESTORATION TRIP Holy Cross @ Audubon Nature Center 
December 5 RESTORATION TRIP Christ Episcopal @ LA State Park - Fontainebleau 
December 6 RESTORATION TRIP Patrick Taylor Science & Technology @ NO City Park 
December 7 RESTORATION TRIP Holy Cross @ Audubon Nature Center 
December 11 RESTORATION TRIP Bishop Noland EDS @ CPC Waterside Lakes, Lake Charles 
December 14 RESTORATION TRIP St. Martin Episcopal @ LDWF WMA - Pointe aux Chenes 
December 18 RESTORATION TRIP Iberville MSA-West @ Bonnet Carré Spillway 
2013 
January 8  RESTORATION TRIP Westdale Heights Academic Magnet Elementary (Baton Rouge) @ BREC Blackwater 

Conservation Area 
January 18  RESTORATION TRIP Isidore Newman (New Orleans) @ Bonnet Carré Spillway 
January 21  RESTORATION TRIP St. Joseph’s Academy (Baton Rouge) @ Fontainebleau State Park 
January 24  RESTORATION TRIP St. Louis King of France @ Fontainebleau State Park 
January 25 RESTORATION TRIP Holy Cross @ Audubon Nature Center (N. Orleans) 
January 29  RESTORATION TRIP St. James SMA Academy (Vacharie) @ Bonnet Carré Spillway 
February 1  RESTORATION TRIP Pierre Part Middle (Pierre Part) @ Maple Bayou 
February 5  RESTORATION TRIP Creekside Jr. High (Pearl River) @ St. Tammany Retention Pond 
February 7 RESTORATION TRIP LSU Lab School @ BREC Blackwater Conservation Area 
February 8  RESTORATION TRIP Central High (Central) @ BREC Blackwater Conservation Area 
February 16  LSU CR Winter Workshop @ LSU, Baton Rouge (Choose to attend Feb 16 or Mar 2) 
February 19  RESTORATION TRIP Archbishop Chapelle High (Metairie) @ Bonnet Carré Spillway 
February 23  LA Environmental Education Symposium, Baton Rouge 
February 26  RESTORATION TRIP Lusher Charter Middle (New Orleans) @ Bonnet Carré Spillway 
March 1  RESTORATION TRIP Isidore Newman (New Orleans) @ Bonnet Carré Spillway 
March 2  LSU CR Winter Workshop @ LSU, Baton Rouge (Choose one! Feb 16 or Mar 2) 
March 12 p  RESTORATION TRIP Episcopal School (Baton Rouge) @ TBA 
March 21 INSTALL Rollins Place Elementary (Zachary) 
March 22  RESTORATION TRIP L Leo Judice Montessori Elementary (Scott) @ ULL CEET 
March 27  RESTORATION TRIP Louise McGehee School (New Orleans) @ Grand Isle State Park 
March 28  RESTORATION TRIP St. Martin’s Episcopal (Metairie) @ Grand Isle State Park 
April 18  RESTORATION TRIP Larose-Cutoff Middle (Larose) @ Grand Isle State Park 
April 21  EXHIBIT Louisiana Earth Day, Wetland Tent, Baton Rouge 
April 23  RESTORATION TRIP Zachary Elementary (Zachary) @ Grand Isle State Park 
April 24  RESTORATION TRIP Zachary Elementary (Zachary) @ Grand Isle State Park 
April 25  RESTORATION TRIP Sts. Leo-Seton School (Lafayette) @ Grand Isle State Park 
April 26  RESTORATION TRIP Zachary Elementary (Zachary) @ Grand Isle State Park 
June 7-8  EXHIBIT Uplifting the Coast Festival, Baton Rouge Fair Grounds 
June 21-22  LSU CR Summer Institute (Location TBA) 



Making a difference? 

April 2007 

August 2007 



Coastal Roots: A pilot project 

CR Radio 
LSU’s Coastal Literacy Radio Stewardship Project for Kids 

 
Piloted in three schools 
• Episcopal Day School 
• St. Charles Satellite School 
• Belle Chasse Middle 
 
Goal: to produce and transmit brief AM radio 
broadcasts to their local communities about 
their efforts to help restore Louisiana’s 
coastal environments 

http://coastalroots.lsu.edu/TICRRadio.html


Diversions, shoreline protection, marsh creation 
barrier island restoration, vegetative plantings 

Coastal Roots: State Restoration Efforts 
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