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» 18 teachers @ 9 schools
> ~500 students per year
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MNEWS RELEASE
ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
RSA Tower 201 Monroe Street, Suite 914 - Montgomery, AL 36104
Phone 334-206-5300  Fax 334-206-5534
www.adph org

Alabama agencies expand precautionary advisories in Fort Morgan, Gulf Shores and
Orange Beach

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT:
Danald Williamson, M.D.
(334) 206-5200

Major Chris Blankenship
DCNR

(251) T09-5880
Scott Hughes
ADEM

(334) 271-7955

\/

The Alaoama Depariment of Puldlic Health and the Alabama Department of Conservation and
Matural Resources, in consultation with the Alabama Department of Ervironmental
Management, have expanded adviscries due fo the increased presence of oil in coastal areas.

Im addition to the oil previously identified at Dauphin Island, oil has now been identified at Fort
Morgan and Gulf Shores. Further spread of oil foward Orange Beach is likely. Because of the
presence of visible oil and the likely wider impact of oil eastward, the Alabama Department of
Public Health advises individuals not to swim in Alabama gulf waters or in bay waters

immediately adjacent to Fort Morgan.

Dr. Donald Williamson, state health officer, said, "These are precautionary measures o protect
the public's health. We will continue to monitor the situation and reassess the need for further
advisories if the situation changes.”

The Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, as a precautionary step, is closing the
fellowing Alabama waters to fishing at & p.m., June 4, 2010: All waters in the Gulf of Mexico
including Pelican Bay and the waters of Mobile Bay east of the Mobile Ship Channel and south
of a line from Mobile Ship Channel Marker Number 22 to Little Point Clear on the north side of
Fort Morgan Peninsula. Maps of the state and federal waters closed to fishing can be found at
outdooralabama.com.

Signs will be posted at the affected beaches. Residents should take the following additional
precautions.

Protective Measures
+ Avoid direct skin contact with the oil.
« If you get oil or tar balls on your skin, wash with soap and water.
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Hydrographic Information (Updated every 30 minutes)

ié::Water Temperature 69.5°F (20.9°C)
ié:: Water Level 0.84 ft (0.3 m)
b Salinity 7.1 PSU

iﬁi Dissclved Oxygen Percent 115.9 %

14:: Dissolved Oxygen mgiL 9.9 mg/L
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9 Habitat and Enhancing Fisheries

Current Research

| Scientists at the Dauphin

‘ Island Sea Lab, in a project
funded by the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration and

| managed by The Nature

| Conservancy, are
investigating artificial
oyster reef designs for
use as living shorelines.
Experiments will

D) determine which designs
S 1 ~ are the most effective at

sreasing shoreline erosion, attracting crabs, shrimp,

1 fish and stabilizing sediments for seagrass and

t marsh growth. These living shorelines are located

acent to Bay Front Park along the Dauphin Island

1iseway and along the eastern shore of Coffee

ind, a short boat ride from Bayou La Batre.

Moty

Mobile
Bay

Benefits of Living Shorelines

Improve water quality and clarity

Trap and filter pollutants from runoff
Reduce erosion by absorbing wave energy
Increase area of critical coastal habitats

Provide habitat for commercially and
recreationally important species of crab,
shrimp and fish

Maintain a natural transition between land
and water
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Mesh bags are filled with loase oyster shells and stacked on to}; of
one another to provide a naturally appearing oyster habitat.
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Reefblk™ systems are triangular, steel rebar cages filled with
ayster shell. The empty spaces absorb wave energy and oyster
I
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Reef Ball™ units are concrete domes, made with strategically
placed holes to slow waves as they pass and provide habitat for
many species of fish and inveriebrates, including oysters.

This display is part of 2 resiorat
Restoration Project: Creating jol
Irhas been made possiie |

aysier reefs and eahance fs
ons from many parizers,
Marine Enterprises, Inc.
Coastal Environmens, Inc.
‘Reef Innovations, Inx.
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Bay Bytes

Creature Features

The Gulf Region

« Horseshoe Crabs
« Seahorses

+« Octopus

« Oysters

» Gulf of Mexico Size

« The Gulf of Mexico Watershed
+ Mobile Bay Size

« The Mobile Bay Watershed

+ Gulf of Mexico Depth

» Gulf of Mexico Volume

+ Gulf of Mexico Economy

Humans and the Ocean

« Plastics in the Ocean
* Rip Currents

News & Events ™
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3rd National Student Summit on Oceans & Coasts

SySte mS p rO J i e Rolicy, February 14-17, 2011

Introduction

Help Washington, DC

Learning Center Pages

Preliminary Agenda

Discussion Topics

Ocean and Climate
Resources
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