
 

The Generic Amendment to the Fishery Management Plans in the Gulf of Mexico and 
South Atlantic Regions (79 FR 19490, April 9, 2014) is phasing out “fishery specific” 
federal dealer permits for 
 

Atlantic Dolphin / Wahoo South Atlantic Snapper-Grouper 
South Atlantic Golden Crab South Atlantic Wreckfish 
Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish South Atlantic Rock Shrimp 
Spiny Lobster Mackerel 

 
These permits are being replaced with a new Gulf and South Atlantic Dealer Permit 
(GSAD).  Dealers who possess a valid GSAD Permit will be authorized to purchase any 
of the species authorized in the above-mentioned “fishery specific” federal dealer 
permits as well as Gulf and South Atlantic Coastal Migratory Pelagic, Gulf and South 
Atlantic Spiny Lobster, and Gulf Red Drum.  
 
The rule implementing the GSAD permit will be effective on August 7, 2014.  Beginning 
on August 7, 2014, any valid permit from the fishery specific permits listed above will 
authorize the permit holder to purchase ALL of the species covered by the GSAD 
permit.  Such authority will persist through the expiration date printed on the fishery 
specific permit.  Requests to renew fishery specific dealer permits that expire after 
August 7, 2014, and requests for new dealers processed after August 7, 2014, will 
result in the issuance of a GSAD permit.   
 
A request to renew fishery specific dealer permits that expire before August 7, 2014, will 
result in the renewal of the same fishery specific permits.  These fishery specific permits 
will authorize the permit holder to purchase any of the species covered by the GSAD 
permit on or after August 7, 2014.  Such authority will persist through the expiration date 
of the fishery specific permit.  You will only need to obtain a GSAD permit when/if you 
want to purchase seafood on or after August 7, 2014, and you do not have any valid 
permits for the specific fisheries listed above.  
 
Additionally, as of August 7, 2014, dealers with either a valid GSAD permit or a valid 
permit for any of the above listed specific fisheries must comply with the GSAD 
reporting requirements.  Information about these reporting requirements is available on 
line at 
sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable_fisheries/gulf_sa/generic/2013/dealer_reporting/index.
html  
or a shortened version of the above address is go.usa.gov/k2x5. 
 
The flow charts on the next page helps to further explain these requirements. 

Please note that none of these changes affects the HMS Domestic Swordfish Dealer 
permit or the Shark Dealer permit.  Those permits are still required to purchase shark 
and swordfish, and they are not considered a “fishery specific” dealer permit for the 
purposes of the GSAD implementation. 

  



 

Does the dealer already 
have a valid federal dealer 
permit for any Gulf or South 
Atlantic fishery?   
            

Dealer must obtain a GSAD 
by August 7, 2014.

No

Dealer may use fishery 
specific permit(s) until they 
expire.

As of August 7, 2014, the 
dealer may first receive all 
fish covered by the GSAD 
using their existing Federal 
dealer permits until they 
expire.

A GSAD will be issued when 
dealer applies to renew 
dealer permit(s) after 
August 7, 2014

Reporting Requirements
All dealers must comply with GSAD reporting requirements as of [effective 
date of the final rule]

Yes

Flow Chart to determine when/if a dealer will be required to obtain 
a Gulf and South Atlantic Dealer Permit (GSAD)

Does the dealer first receive any of 
the following fish:
• Gulf or South Atlantic CMP
• Gulf or South Atlantic spiny Lobster
• Gulf red drum

         Does the dealer first receive 
            any of the following fish:
            • Atlantic Dolphin/Wahoo, 
            • South Atlantic Snapper- Grouper
            • South Atlantic Wreckfish
            • South Atlantic Golden Crab
            • South Atlantic Rock Shrimp
            • Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish 
        

Do/does the existing 
permit(s) expire before 

August 7, 2014?

No

Dealer must renew or obtain a 
valid dealer permit for
 •Atlantic Dolphin/Wahoo, 
 •South Atlantic Snapper-Grouper
 •South Atlantic Wreckfish
 •South Atlantic Golden Crab
 •South Atlantic Rock Shrimp 
 •Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish 
to first receive those fish prior to 
August 7, 2014.

Yes

Yes

No

No Federal 
Dealer permit 

required

Yes

No
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