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The Habitat Conservation Division (HCD) of the National Marine Fisheries Service (NOAA Fisheries) 
Southeast Region held a division workshop at the Regional Office in St. Petersburg, Florida during the 
week of July 28, 2008.  Several previous efforts to bring the HCD staff together in the late 1990’s and 
early 2000’s were thwarted by hurricanes and the events of September 11, 2001.  The fact that most staff 
were able to travel and participate in this meeting resulted in a highly valuable exchange of information 
and ideas throughout the two and one-half day agenda.  Staff was welcomed Regional Administrator Roy 
Crabtree who highlighted regional activities and policies as they relate to the habitat protection mission of 
NOAA Fisheries.  Deputy Regional Administrator Buck Sutter also participated attended the workshop 
over several days. 
 
In addition to each field location explaining aspects of major activities in their area of responsibility the 
workshop included sessions on major ecosystem and partnership programs (e.g., the National Fish Habitat 
Initiative, Southeast Aquatic Resources Partnership); localized program efforts (e.g., Florida’s Federal 
Highway Administration transportation processes and Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection, and 
Restoration Act projects in Louisiana), and programmatic-themed issues (the Essential Fish Habitat 
program, interactions with the Protected Resources Division regarding endangered species, mitigation and 
regional planning, and beneficial uses of dredged material). 
  
The workshop culminated with presentations by HCD staff to NOAA employees on our Cooperative 
Habitat Protection Partnership projects in the Gulf of Mexico and Diadromous Fish Restoration efforts, 
related to Federal Energy Commission hydropower re-licensing, along the south Atlantic coast. 


