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Congratulations are in order! After two years of 
brainstorming, planning, and fundraising, the Isla 
Del Sol Shoreline Protection and Habitat Restora-
tion Project has been successfully completed!  
Planning for the project began in 2005 when bi-
ologist Debbie DeVore of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) Coastal Program and Heather 
Young from the NOAA National Marine Fisheries 
Service Habitat Conservation Division (NMFS HCD) 
met with former president of the Isla Del Sol 
Board of Directors, Mr. Steve Magee.  An idea was 
quickly born to investigate utilization of sandy 
maintenance dredge material excavated from 
Isla’s boater entrance channel to create a protec-
tive shoreline wave break and a series of small 
intertidal wetland islands along the West Bay 
shoreline. The project serves the dual purpose of 
ensuring continued boater access to the bay while 
protecting and restoring valuable fishery habitat. 
 
Through partnership and technical assistance pro-
vided by NOAA and the USFWS, Steve Magee was 
able to lead Isla in their efforts to obtain required 
regulatory permits, leverage private dredging dol-
lars with federal habitat restoration money, exca-
vate approximately 29,000 cubic yards of dredge 
material, install 1,100 feet of sand filled geotube 
breakwater, and create approximately 12 acres of 
intertidal marsh and sandflat islands.  Federal 
funds used to pay for the habitat protection and 
restoration aspects of the project were obtained 
from the USFWS Coastal Program and NOAA’s  
 

Community-based Restoration Program through 
both the Fish America and Gulf of Mexico Founda-
tion partnerships.  In July of 2007, the project was 
constructed in a little over two weeks by J.C. 
Carter of Five Star Dredging.   
 

Following construction, with the help of biologists 
Rusty Swafford (NMFS HCD), Breck Sacra (NRG 
Energy), and Philip Smith (Galveston Bay Founda-
tion), over 50 Isla Del Sol residents and other vol-
unteers from the bayside communities of Ter-
ramar and Sea Isle waded through the water to 
plant the newly constructed marsh islands with 
3,000 sprigs of smooth cordgrass.  These marsh 
plants were grown and harvested from NRG En-
ergy’s Cedar Bayou plant nursery that also gra-
ciously covered half of the cost of the plants.  A 
special thank you also goes out to Isla Board of 
Directors Treasurer, Mr. Joe Santangelo, who coor-
dinated the volunteers from Isla and will be re-
sponsible for ensuring that the site is monitored 
for success. 

 

 
GBF applauds the community of Isla del Sol for 
their hard work and dedication to this innovative 
habitat partnership, which with support from the 
West Galveston Island Property Owners Associa-
tion, will serve as a model demonstration project 
for other bayside communities with an interest in 
doing their part to protect and restore the habitats 
of Galveston Bay for generations to come.  

Isla Del Sol project shortly after construction        
completed and prior to marsh vegetation planting.  
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50 volunteers from the Isla Del Sol and nearby 
communities of Sea Isle and Terramar, gath-
ered to plant the project site with Spartina al-
terniflora (smooth cordgrass) August 18, 2007. 


