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NOAA Fisheries Reminds Commercial Fishermen that the Recreational Bag Limit Applies for 

Some Species After a Commercial Closure if the Recreational Season is Open
 

 

Atlantic Dolphin, Atlantic Wahoo, and Snapper-

Grouper Species (Except for Wreckfish) 
 

After the catch limit is met and the commercial sector 

is closed for Atlantic dolphin, Atlantic wahoo, or 

snapper-grouper species (except for wreckfish): 

 The recreational bag limit for these species 

applies to commercial vessels. 

 If a commercial vessel is on a trip that lasts 

longer than one day, each person onboard the 

commercial vessel is limited to only one day’s 

bag limit. 

 Sale and purchase of these species is 

prohibited.  

 The commercial closure applies in both state 

and federal waters for vessels with a federal 

commercial permit. 

 The recreational bag limit for dolphin is 10 per 

person per day, not to exceed 60 per vessel, 

whichever is less, except on board a headboat, 

where the bag limit is 10 per paying 

passenger. 

 The recreational bag limit for wahoo is 2 fish 

per person per day. 

 Recreational bag limits for snapper-grouper 

species can be found at 50 CFR § 622.187.  

 

These measures apply from: 

 Maine through the east coast of Florida for 

dolphin and wahoo. 

 North Carolina/Virginia border through the 

east coast of Florida for snapper-grouper 

species (except black sea bass and scup). 

 Cape Hatteras, North Carolina through the 

east coast of Florida for black sea bass and 

scup. 

 

 

 

 

 

Atlantic King and Spanish Mackerel 
 

After the catch limit is met and the commercial sector 

is closed for Atlantic king or Spanish mackerel: 

 There is no recreational bag or possession 

limit that applies to commercial vessels, and 

commercial fishermen may NOT fish under 

the recreational bag limit of king mackerel and 

Spanish mackerel.   

 A person aboard a vessel that has both a valid 

charter vessel/headboat permit for South 

Atlantic coastal migratory pelagic fish and a 

valid commercial vessel permit for king or 

Spanish mackerel, may continue to fish under 

a bag limit, provided the vessel is operating as 

a charter vessel or headboat. 

 

These measures apply from: 

 New York through the east coast of Florida.   
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