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NOAA Fisheries Published a Final Rule to Modify Management of Vermilion Snapper

and Red Porgy in the South Atlantic
(Rule becomes effective September 5, 2013)

NOAA Fisheries published a final rule to
implement Regulatory Amendment 18 to the
Fishery Management Plan for the Snapper-Grouper
Fishery of the South Atlantic Region (Regulatory
Amendment 18). The final rule was published in
the Federal Register on August 6, 2013, [78 FR
47574].

Based on recent population assessment updates for
vermilion snapper and red porgy, the final rule will
do the following:

Vermilion Snapper

e Increase the vermilion snapper annual catch
limit from 1,066,000 pounds whole weight to
1,372,000 pounds whole weight.

0 The commercial annual catch limit will
be 932,960 pounds whole weight.

0 The recreational annual catch limit will
be 439,040 pounds whole weight.

e Reduce the commercial trip limit for vermilion
snapper from 1,500 pounds gutted weight to
1,000 pounds gutted weight, and when 75% of
the commercial annual catch limit has been met
or is projected to be met, the commercial trip
limit would be reduced to 500 pounds gutted
weight.

e Remove the November 1 - March 31
recreational closed season for vermilion snapper
(the bag limit and size limit will remain
unchanged).

Red Porgy
e Reduce the annual catch limit for red porgy from
395,304 pounds whole weight to 306,000 pounds
whole weight.
0 The commercial annual catch limit will be
153,000 pounds whole weight.
0 The recreational annual catch limit will be
153,000 pounds whole weight.

This bulletin serves as a Small Entity Compliance
Guide, complying with section 212 of the Small
Business Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act of 1996.

Addresses

Electronic copies of Regulatory Amendment 18

may be obtained from:

e The NOAA Fisheries’ Web site:
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable fisheries/s atl
/s9/2013/reqg_am18/index.html.

e The South Atlantic Fishery Management Council’s
Web site: http://www.safmc.net.

To request a CD of Regulatory Amendment 18 contact:
NOAA Fisheries
Southeast Regional Office
Sustainable Fisheries Division
263 13" Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33701
Phone: (727) 824-5305

More Information

For more information on Regulatory Amendment 18
click on this link for Frequently Asked Questions:
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable_fisheries/fags/doc
uments/pdfs/south atlantic/snapper grouper/2013/reqg
18 final rule fags 080513.pdf.
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