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NOAA Fisheries Requests Comments on Actions Affecting

Snapper-Grouper Management
(Comment Period Ends October 28, 2013)

requests comments on proposed

regulations to implement Amendment 27 to the Fishery
Management Plan for the Snapper-Grouper Fishery of
the South Atlantic Region. The proposed rule for
Amendment 27 published in the Federal Register on
September 27, 2013, (78 FR 59635).

The Proposed Rule for Amendment 27 would:

Extend the South Atlantic Council’s management
responsibility for Nassau grouper to include the Gulf
of Mexico.

Increase the number of allowable crew members on
dual permitted vessels (vessels that have both a
federal South Atlantic Charter/Headboat Permit for
Snapper-Grouper and a South Atlantic Unlimited or
225-Pound Snapper-Grouper Permit) from three to
four crew members.

Allow captains and crew of for-hire vessels with
federal South Atlantic Charter/Headboat Snapper-
Grouper Permits to retain bag limit quantities of all
snapper-grouper species.

Remove blue runner from the Fishery Management
Plan for the Snapper-Grouper Fishery of the South
Atlantic Region.

Request for Comments

Comments on the proposed rule must be received no
later than October 28, 2013, to be considered by NOAA
Fisheries. See the Addresses section for information on
where and how to submit comments.

Addresses
Amendment 27 and the proposed rule may be obtained from:
e The NOAA Fisheries Web site
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable fisheries/s atl/
sg/2013/am27/index.html.
e The South Atlantic Fishery Management Council’s
Web site at http://www.safmc.net.

You may submit comments by the following methods:

e Electronic Submission: Submit all electronic public
comments via the Federal e-Rulemaking Portal. Go
to
http://www.regulations.gov/#!docketDetail;D=NOA
A-NMFS-2013-0085 click the “Comment Now!”
icon, complete the required fields, and enter or attach
your comments.

e Mail: NOAA Fisheries

Southeast Regional Office
Sustainable Fisheries Division
c/o Kate Michie

263 13th Avenue South

St. Petersburg, Florida 33701

NOAA Fisheries will accept anonymous comments.
Attachments to electronic comments will be accepted in
Microsoft Word, Excel, WordPerfect, or Adobe PDF file
formats only. Comments received through means not
specified in this bulletin may not be considered.

More Information

For more information on Amendment 27, please click on this
link to the Amendment 27 Frequently Asked Questions
found at:

http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable_fisheries/s atl/sg/2013
[am27/index.html.
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