
0 

 
 

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:                        June 5, 2013 

727/824-5305, FAX 727/824-5308                        FB13-047 

                                                                                 
 

NOAA Fisheries Announces Changes to the Recreational  

Red Snapper Season in the Gulf of Mexico  
Gulf-Wide Season Set at 28 Days 

 

Earlier this year, NOAA Fisheries published an 

emergency rule giving the agency the authority to adjust 

seasons off each Gulf of Mexico (Gulf) state based on 

whether their state-water seasons and bag limits were 

consistent with federal regulations.  On May 31, 2013, 

the U.S. District Court in Brownsville, Texas, set aside 

that emergency rule.    

 

As a result of this Court decision, the federal recreational 

red snapper season must be the same in federal waters 

off all five Gulf states.  Considering the catches expected 

later in the year during the extended state-water seasons 

off Texas, Louisiana, and Florida, NOAA Fisheries 

projects the Gulf-wide federal recreational red snapper 

season can be 28 days long.  Federal waters of the Gulf 

will close to recreational red snapper harvest at 12:01 

a.m., June 29, 2013. 

 

NOAA Fisheries reminds all federally permitted for-hire 

vessels that they must abide by the stricter federal 

regulations, and after the federal water closure, they will 

not be allowed to harvest and retain recreationally 

caught red snapper in open state waters. 

 

For more information about how the season was 

calculated, please see the NOAA Fisheries 2013 Red 

Snapper Recreational Season Length Report. 

 

A list of frequently asked questions can be found at the 

NOAA Fisheries Southeast Regional Office Web site. 

 

To receive fishery bulletins via email, please sign up 

through Constant Contact at http://bit.ly/HQDUEU.  

You may also sign up for Constant Contact by visiting 

our website http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov (sign-up option is 

located on the left side of the page).  The electronic copy 

of the bulletin will be delivered to you faster than the 

paper copy, is in color, features informational links, and 

reduces paper use. 
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