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Adjustments to the 2012 Commercial Quota for Greater Amberjack in the Gulf of Mexico
and Announcement of a Commercial Closure Date

NOAA Fisheries Service has published a rule
adjusting the commercial quota for greater
amberjack, based on final 2011 landings data. The
commercial sector exceeded its quota for 2011. In
addition, NOAA Fisheries Service projects that the
adjusted commercial quota for 2012 was harvested
during January and February. The commercial
season is closed each year during March through
May and is scheduled to re-open on June 1.
However, because the adjusted quota has been
landed, the commercial sector will remain closed
for the remainder of the 2012 fishing season.

Commercial Quota and Closure

In 2008, NOAA Fisheries Service issued a final rule
establishing commercial and recreational quotas for
greater amberjack with the ability to adjust the
quotas following an overage.

For 2011, the 503,000-pound (Ib) commercial quota
was adjusted to 342,091 Ib to account for a 2010
overage, and the commercial sector was closed on
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October 20, 2011, when available data indicated the
quota had been met. Landings data provided by
NOAA Fisheries Service’s Southeast Fisheries
Science Center (SEFSC) indicate 607,653 Ib were
landed by the commercial sector in 2011, for an
overage of 265,562 Ib. Therefore, NOAA Fisheries
Service has published a rule to adjust the 2012
commercial quota to account for this overage. The
2012 quota is 237,438 Ib, which NOAA Fisheries
estimated has been landed in the months of January
and February of this year.

If you would like to receive these fishery bulletins
via e-mail as soon as they are published, e-mail us
at SERO.Communications.Comments@noaa.gov.

This bulletin provides only a summary of the
information regarding the existing regulations. Any
discrepancies between this bulletin and the
regulations as published in the Federal Register will
be resolved in favor of the Federal Register.
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