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NOAA Seeks Comments on a Proposed Rule to Revise Gag and Red Grouper 

Recreational Accountability Measures in the Gulf of Mexico 
Comment Period Ends January 27, 2012 

 
NOAA Fisheries Service seeks public comment on a 
proposed rule that would revise gag and red grouper 
recreational accountability measures.  These measures 
are outlined in Amendment 32 to the Fishery 
Management Plan for the Reef Fish Resources of the 
Gulf of Mexico submitted by the Gulf of Mexico Fishery 
Management Council.  The proposed rule will publish in 
the Federal Register on January 12, 2012, with the 
comment period ending January 27, 2012.   
 
A proposed rule for Amendment 32 published on 
November 2, 2011 (76 FR 67656).  This rule contains a 
provision to add an overage adjustment to the current 
gag and red grouper accountability measures.  
Accountability measures help keep the harvest within 
the annual catch limits (highest level of landings that is 
acceptable to maintain the stock) and an overage 
adjustment reduces the annual catch limit if catches are 
too high.  The measure proposed by Amendment 32 
would reduce the annual catch limit equal to the full 
amount of the overage, unless the best scientific 
information available shows that a greater, lesser, or no 
overage adjustment is needed.   
 
Although the overage would be subtracted from the 
annual catch limit if exceeded, no provision was made to 
reduce the annual catch target (a targeted level of 
landings that provides additional protection against 
exceeding the annual catch limit).  Because of this, if an 
overage adjustment is sufficiently large, it is possible the 
annual catch limit could be less than the annual catch 
target. This would be inconsistent with NOAA Fisheries 
Service guidance that the annual catch target be less than 
or equal to the annual catch limit.  To rectify this 
potential inconsistency, the subject proposed rule would 
revise the overage adjustment so that not only would the 
annual catch limit be reduced, but the annual catch target 
would also be reduced by an equal amount.  
 
Dates and Addresses  
Comments on this amendment must be received no later 
than January 27, 2012, in order to be considered by 
NOAA Fisheries Service. Electronic copies of 

Amendment 32 may be obtained from the Federal e-
Rulemaking Portal at http://www.regulations.gov, the 
Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council’s Web site 
at http://www.gulfcouncil.org, or from NOAA Fisheries 
Service’s Southeast Regional Office’s Web site at 
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/.  You may submit comments 
from January 12-27, 2012, by either of the following 
methods: 
•  Electronic Submissions: Federal e-Rulemaking Portal: 

www.regulations.gov.  All comments received are part 
of the public record and will generally be posted to 
www.regulations.gov without change.  All personal 
identifying information (for example, name, address, 
etc.) voluntarily submitted by the commenter may be 
publicly accessible.  Do not submit confidential 
business information or otherwise sensitive or 
protected information.  NOAA Fisheries Service will 
accept anonymous comments.  To submit comments 
through the Federal e-Rulemaking Portal: 
www.regulations.gov

•  Mail: Peter Hood, NOAA Fisheries Service, Southeast 
Regional Office, Sustainable Fisheries Division, 263 
13th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, Florida 33701-
5505. 

, click on "submit a comment," 
then enter "NOAA-NMFS-2011-0135" in the keyword 
search and click on "search."  To view posted 
comments during the comment period, enter "NOAA-
NMFS-2011-0135" in the keyword search and click on 
"search."  You may submit attachments to electronic 
comments in Microsoft Word, Excel, WordPerfect, or 
Adobe PDF file formats only.  

Comments received through means not specified in this 
bulletin will not be considered. 
 
This bulletin provides only a summary of the 
information pertinent to the rule. Any discrepancies 
between this bulletin and the rule as published in the 
Federal Register will be resolved in favor of the Federal 
Register. 
 
Need more information on these topics? 
Southeast Regional Office’s Web page: 
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov. 
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