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NOAA Approved a Final Rule to Implement Annual Catch Limits and Accountability Measures 
Amendment for Reef Fish, Red Drum, Shrimp, and Coral Fisheries of the Gulf of Mexico 

(Generic Annual Catch Limits) 
Small Entity Compliance Guide

 
NOAA Fisheries Service published a final rule to 
implement actions by the Gulf of Mexico Fishery 
Management Council in the Generic Annual Catch 
Limits amendment.  In summary, the final rule will: 
 
 Revise the species in need of federal management.  
 Set  annual catch limits, (the highest level of 

landings that is acceptable to maintain adequate 
stock) and annual catch targets, acceptable levels of 
landings that provide a buffer, if needed, for 
management uncertainty. 

 Modify procedures that will allow for timely 
implementation of management actions. 

 Establish accountability measures, which adjust 
catches in-season or in future years to maintain 
harvests at or less than the annual catch limits.  
 

Approval of the Generic Annual Catch Limits 
amendment results in the following non-regulatory 
actions as well: 
 
 Establishment of standardized procedures by which 

to set allowable biological catches and annual catch 
limits. 

 Allocation of harvest for three stocks between the 
Gulf of Mexico and South Atlantic Fishery 
Management Councils. 

 Allocation of black grouper between the recreational 
and commercial sectors in the Gulf of Mexico. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dates:  The final rule published on December 29, 2011, 
and will be effective on January 30, 2012.   
 
Electronic copies of the final rule and supporting 
amendment with an integrated environmental impact 
statement, an initial regulatory flexibility analysis, and a 
regulatory impact review may be obtained from the 
Southeast Regional Office (see address above). 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:  Rich 
Malinowski, telephone:  727-824-5305, or e-mail:  
rich.malinowski@noaa.gov.  
 
This bulletin serves as a Small Entity Compliance 
Guide, complying with section 212 of the Small 
Business Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act of 1996. 
  
This bulletin provides only a summary of the 
information regarding the final rule.  Any discrepancies 
between this bulletin and the final rule published in the 
Federal Register will be resolved in favor of the Federal 
Register. 
 
If you would like to receive these fishery bulletins via 
e-mail as soon as they are published, e-mail us at: 
SERO.Communications.Comments@noaa.gov.   
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