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NOAA Fisheries Service Announces a Temporary Rule that Closes the  
Recreational Sector of Golden Tilefish in the South Atlantic (Revised) 

 
 

NOAA Fisheries Service has published a temporary rule 
adjusting the 2011 recreational season for golden 
tilefish, based on final 2010 landings data.  When final 
recreational landings data for the 2010 fishing year 
became available, NOAA Fisheries Service determined 
that the 2010 recreational annual catch limit of 1,578 
fish was exceeded by 2,805 fish.  As a result, the 
recreational sector for golden tilefish in federal waters of 
the South Atlantic will be closed, effective 12:01 a.m. 
(local time) October 6, 2011, through 12:01 a.m., 
January 1, 2012.   
 
For vessels which have a valid federal charter 
vessel/headboat permit for South Atlantic Snapper-
grouper, the closure applies to state and federal waters.  
The operator of a vessel that has been issued a federal 
for-hire permit for snapper-grouper must have landed 
any golden tilefish harvested from either state or federal 
waters prior to 12:01 a.m., local time, October 6, 2011.   
 
Background  
Amendment 17B to the Fishery Management Plan for 
the Snapper-Grouper Fishery of the South Atlantic 
Region implemented annual catch limits and 
accountability measures for nine species in the snapper-
grouper complex.  Accountability measures are actions 

intended to prevent the annual catch limit from being 
exceeded.  For golden tilefish, if the annual catch limit is 
exceeded, the length of the fishing season for the 
following fishing year will be reduced to account for the 
overage. 
 
Golden tilefish are experiencing overfishing (rate of 
removal is too high).  The recreational annual catch limit 
was set at 1,578 fish.  Harvest levels must be kept below 
this level to prevent fish from being removed too 
quickly.  During the 2010 fishing year, the recreational 
annual catch limit for golden tilefish was exceeded. The 
length of the 2011 fishing season will be reduced to 
account for the overage. 
 
Commercial Sector 
Commercial harvest of golden tilefish closed on March 
9, 2011, because NOAA Fisheries Service projected 
landings would reach the quota by that time.  It remains 
closed until January 1, 2012.   
 
More Information  
For more information please refer to Amendment 17B 
Frequently Asked Questions, or the South Atlantic 
Fishery Management Council’s Web page at: 
www.safmc.net
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