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NOAA is Seeking Comments on a Proposed Rule to Increase the
Gulf of Mexico Red Grouper Quota and Bag Limit

NOAA Fisheries Service is seeking public comment on a
proposed rule that would increase the commercial quota
of red grouper. Because red grouper is a part of the
shallow-water grouper complex, this would also require
an increase in the shallow-water grouper quota. The rule
would also increase the red grouper bag limit from two
to four fish in the four-fish grouper aggregate bag limit.
The proposed rule will publish in the Federal Register
on September 21, 2011, with the comment period ending
October 6, 2011.

Commercial red grouper quota

The rule would increase the 2011 red grouper quota from
the existing 4.32 million pounds (mp) to 5.23 mp. The
rule would also set the red grouper quotas for 2012-
2015, which incrementally increase from 5.37 mp in
2012 to 5.72 mp in 2015. Finally, the rule would adjust
the 2011-2015 shallow-water grouper quotas to reflect
the increases in the red grouper quota.

Recreational bag limit

The rule would increase the red grouper bag limit from
two to four fish in the four-fish grouper aggregate bag
limit. This would allow the recreational sector the
opportunity to harvest its allocation which was increased
from 1.36 mp to 1.65 mp for 2011.

Request for Comments

Written comments on any portion of the proposed rule
must be received no later than October 6, 2011, to be
considered by NOAA Fisheries Service. See the
Addresses section for information on where and how to
submit comments. All comments received by NOAA
Fisheries Service will be addressed in the final rule.

Addresses

Electronic copies of the proposed rule or the regulatory
amendment supporting the rule may be obtained from
the e-Rulemaking Portal at www.regulations.gov, the
Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council’s Web site
at www.gulfcouncil.org, or from NOAA Fisheries

Service, Southeast Regional Office, Sustainable
Fisheries Division, http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov.

You may submit comments by either of the following

methods:

 Electronic Submissions: Federal e-Rulemaking Portal:
www.regulations.gov. All comments received are part
of the public record and will generally be posted to
www.regulations.gov without change. All personal
identifying information (for example, name, address,
etc.) voluntarily submitted by the commenter may be
publicly accessible. Do not submit confidential
business information or otherwise sensitive or
protected information. NOAA Fisheries Service will
accept anonymous comments. To submit comments
through  the  federal  e-rulemaking  portal:
www.regulations.gov, click on “submit a comment”,
then enter “NOAA-NMFS- 2011-0199” in the
keyword search and click on “search”. To view posted
comments during the comment period, enter “NOAA.-
NMFS-2011-0199” in the keyword search and click on
“search”. You may submit attachments to electronic
comments in Microsoft Word, Excel, WordPerfect, or
Adobe PDF file formats only.

» Mail: Peter Hood, NOAA Fisheries Service, Southeast
Regional Office, Sustainable Fisheries Division, 263
13th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, Florida 33701-
5505.

Comments received through means not specified in this

bulletin will not be considered.

This bulletin provides only a summary of the
information pertinent to the rule. Any discrepancies
between this bulletin and the rule as published in the
Federal Register will be resolved in favor of the Federal
Register.

Need more information on these topics?
Southeast Regional Office’s Web page:
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov.
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