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NOAA Re-opens All Remaining Federal Waters Closed in Response to the BP/Deepwater
Horizon Oil Spill

Effective April 19, 2011 at 6 p.m. eastern time (5
p.m. central time), NOAA will reopen the last 1,041
square miles (2,697 sq km) of area previously
closed to commercial and recreational fishing in the
Gulf of Mexico in response to the BP/Deepwater
Horizon oil spill. All areas of federal waters
previously closed to fishing because of the oil spill
are now open. Other federal closed areas, such as
marine protected areas, remain in effect.
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Map Link:
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.qov/sf/deepwater horizon/BP OQil
Spill FisheryClosureMap 041911.pdf

The newly reopened area was originally closed
because oil was present in the area. However, no
oil or sheen has been documented in the area since
August 4, with the exception of a temporary, light
sheen associated with movement of the drillship,
Discoverer Enterprise, in early December 2010.

NOAA analyzed 85 finfish samples for sensory
analysis and 112 finfish samples in 25 composites
for chemical analysis, including commercially and
recreationally important species, such as swordfish
tuna, and escolar. Sensory testing showed no
detectable oil or dispersant odors or flavors in the
samples, and the results of chemical analysis were
well below levels of concern for oil. Additionally,
the composite samples used for the chemical
analysis were subjected to a dispersant test
developed by the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) and NOAA as an added
precaution. The test detects a major component of
the dispersants used during the spill response
known as DOSS. No DOSS was detected in the
samples or DOSS was found at levels well below
the level of concern to protect public health.

NOAA continues to work closely with the FDA and
the Gulf states to ensure seafood safety. NOAA
will continue to re-test seafood from the Gulf of
Mexico into the summer. Thousands of test results,
all publicly available, prove Gulf seafood is safe
from oil and dispersant contamination.

The protocol for closing areas affected by the
BP/Deepwater Horizon oil spill remains in place as
a precautionary measure. NOAA Fisheries Service
will take public comment through proposed
rulemaking before eliminating the regulations
implementing the protocol.
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Ways to Receive Closure Information:
e Sign up for Southeast Fishery Bulletins: send an email to: SERO.Communications.Comments@noaa.gov
o Call 1-800-627-NOAA (1-800-627-6622) to hear a recording of the current coordinates (with messages in Spanish
and Vietnamese)
o Listen to NOAA Weather Radio for updates
o Follow us on Twitter: usnoaagov to get a tweet when the closed area changes

Links for more information:
Southeast Regional Office’s Web page:
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.qgov/deepwater horizon oil spill.htm

NOAA'’s National Ocean Service
http://response.restoration.noaa.gov

Deepwater Horizon Response
http://www.restorethequlf.gov/
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