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Reminder to Federal Fisheries Permit Holders Regarding Control Dates 
 
NOAA Fisheries Service reminds fishermen purchasing 

federal permits required to participate in the commercial 

or for-hire fisheries in the Gulf of Mexico (Gulf), South 

Atlantic, or U.S. Caribbean of existing control dates that 

may limit their participation in these fisheries in the 

future.   

 

What is a Control Date? 

A control date is a date that may be used by a fishery 

management council (Council) or by NOAA Fisheries 

Service in establishing eligibility criteria for determining 

levels of future access to fisheries, or sectors of fisheries.  

The establishment or revision of control dates does 

not commit the Council or NOAA Fisheries Service 

to any particular management regime.  The Council 

may or may not make use of these control dates as part 

of the qualifying criteria for participation in any 

management program.  Fishermen are not guaranteed 

future participation in the fishery, regardless of their 

entry date or intensity of participation in the fishery 

before or after the control dates under consideration.  

The Council also may choose to take no further action to 

control entry or access to the fishery, and rescind the 

control dates.  

  

Publication of the control dates informs fishermen that 

the Council is considering management measures in its 

jurisdictional area that could limit eligibility in the 

fishery.  Implementation of any program would require 

preparation of an amendment to the fishery management 

plan and publication of a notice of availability and 

proposed rule with pertinent public comment periods.  

 

The current control dates are summarized below with a 

reference to their publication in the Federal Register 

(FR).  If no date of publication is listed behind the FR 

citation, then the date is identical to the bolded date.  A 

complete list of all control dates can be found on the 

Southeast Regional Office Web site: 

http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/ 

  

March 29, 2001 - Control date for the for-hire (charter 

and headboats) in the Gulf reef fish and coastal 

migratory pelagic fisheries. [66 FR 32312, June 14, 

2001] 

  

December 6, 2003 - Control date for the Gulf 

commercial penaeid shrimp fishery.  [69 FR 10189, 

March 4, 2004]  

 

December 10, 2003 - Control date for the South Atlantic 

commercial penaeid shrimp fishery.  [69 FR 10189, 

March 4, 2004] 

  

March 8, 2007 - Control date for the for-hire (charter 

and headboat) components of South Atlantic fisheries. 

[72 FR 60794, October 26, 2007] 

 

December 5, 2007 - Control date for the commercial 

fisheries for dolphin and wahoo in the South Atlantic.  

[72 FR 68551] 

 

December 31, 2008 - Control date for the commercial 

reef fish fishery in the Gulf.   [74 FR 11577, March 18, 

2009] 

 

March 24, 2009 - Control date for the reef fish, queen 

conch, and spiny lobster fisheries of the U.S. Caribbean.  

[74 FR 32528, July 8, 2009] 

 

June 30, 2009 - Control date for eligibility of catch 

histories for limitations on participation in the king 

mackerel component of the Gulf coastal migratory 

pelagic fishery.  [75 FR 12169, March 15, 2010] 

 

March 31, 2010 - Control date for eligibility of catch 

histories for limitations on participation in the Spanish 

mackerel component of the Gulf coastal migratory 

pelagic fishery.  [75 FR 12169, March 15, 2010] 

 

September 17, 2010 - Control date for the snapper-

grouper fishery in the South Atlantic.  [75 FR 5325] 

 

September 17, 2010 - Control date for the coastal 

migratory pelagic fishery in the South Atlantic.  [75 FR 

5326] 
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