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NOAA Publishes a Rule to Prohibit Royal Red Shrimp Fishing in Portions of the  
Gulf of Mexico Affected by the BP/Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill 

 
On December 3, 2010, NOAA Fisheries Service filed a 
rule to continue the royal red shrimp fishing area closure 
until 12:01 a.m., local time, February 2, 2011, unless 
otherwise extended.  The intent of this action is to 
prohibit harvest of adulterated seafood while promoting 
public safety and consumer confidence in seafood 
products regarding areas affected by the BP/Deepwater 
Horizon oil spill. The area surrounding the wellhead 
remains closed to all fishing. 

 
Map Link:  
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sf/deepwater_horizon/BP_OilSpill_
FisheryClosureMap_112410.pdf 
 
On November 24, 2010, NOAA Fisheries Service closed 
this area to royal red shrimp fishing as a precautionary 
measure in response to a known interaction of this 
component of the shrimp fishery with oil, tar, or oil 
byproducts.  Because that rule was effective for only 10 
days, NOAA Fisheries Service filed this second rule to 
continue the closure until February 2, 2011, unless 
otherwise extended.  During the closed period, NOAA 
will sample the area to determine the presence, amount, 
and origin of oil, tar, or oil byproducts, and any affect 
those products may have on seafood. 
 

The rule does not address other shrimp fisheries because 
they are prosecuted in shallower water farther from the 
Deepwater Horizon wellhead, and NOAA Fisheries 
Service has not received any reports of shallow water 
shrimp gear interacting with oil, tar, or oil byproducts in 
Gulf federal waters.  The rule also did not address other 
deep water fisheries in the area because bottom trawling 
is not used in those fisheries.  Because trawls move 
across the bottom, collecting shrimp and other items, 
tarballs and other oil byproducts are likely to be 
collected and intermingled with the shrimp catch.  
NOAA Fisheries Service is not aware of any reported 
interactions with oil, tar, or oil byproducts in any federal 
Gulf fishery other than the royal red shrimp component 
of the shrimp fishery.   
 
The area closed to all fishing is bounded by rhumb lines 
connecting, in order, the following coordinates:    
North latitude West longitude 
29 o 00′ 88 o 30′ 
29 o 00′ 88 o 00′ 
28 o 30′ 88 o 00′ 
28 o 30′ 88 o 30′ 
 
The area closed to royal red fishing only is bounded by 
rhumb lines connecting, in order, the following 
coordinates:   
North latitude West longitude 
29 o 30′ At the state/federal line 
29 o 30′ 87 o 30′ 
29 o 00′ 87 o 30′ 
29 o 00′ 88 o 30′ 
28 o 30′ 88 o 30′ 
28 o 30′ 89 o 00′ 
At the state/federal line 89 o 00′ 
Follow the state/federal water line easterly to beginning 
point 
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Addresses & Comments 
Electronic copies of the rule are available from the 
Southeast Regional Office (address below) or at the e-
Rulemaking Portal at http://www.regulations.gov. Enter 
the following docket number into the “Search” box: 
NOAA-NMFS-2010-0224. You may submit comments 
on this rule beginning December 8, 2010, through 
January 2, 2011, identified by “0648-AY90" by any of 
the following methods: 
! Electronic Submissions:  Submit all electronic 

public comments via the Federal e-Rulemaking 
Portal:  http://www.regulations.gov. 

! Mail:  Anik Clemens, Southeast Regional Office, 
NMFS, 263 13th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL  
33701. 

 

Instructions:  No comments will be posted for public 
viewing until after the comment period.  All comments 
received are a part of the public record and will 
generally be posted to http://www.regulations.gov 
without change.  All Personal Identifying Information 
(for example, name, address, etc.) voluntarily submitted 
by the commenter may be publicly accessible.  Do not 
submit Confidential Business Information or otherwise 
sensitive or protected information. 
 
This bulletin provides only a summary of the 
information pertinent to the rule. Any discrepancies 
between this bulletin and the rule as published in the 
Federal Register will be resolved in favor of the Federal 
Register. 

Ways to Receive Closure Information: 
• Visit the Southeast Regional Office’s Web page: http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/deepwater_horizon_oil_spill.htm 
• Sign up for Southeast Fishery Bulletins, send an e-mail to: SERO.Communications.Comments@noaa.gov 
• Call 1-800-627-NOAA (1-800-627-6622) to hear a recording of the current coordinates (with messages in Spanish 

and Vietnamese) 
• Listen to NOAA Weather Radio for updates 
• Follow us on Twitter: usnoaagov to get a tweet when the closed area changes 
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