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Gulf of Mexico Recreational Greater Amberjack Fishery  
To Remain Open Through mid-October 2010, or Until Further Notice 

 
In 2008, NOAA Fisheries Service established annual 
catch limits and accountability measures for greater 
amberjack, and recreational quotas.  The recreational 
quota for 2010 was reduced from 1,368,000 to 1,243,184 
million pounds whole weight to adjust for a 9 percent 
quota overage in 2009.   
 
In early May 2010, NOAA Fisheries estimated the 2010 
reduced quota would be reached between July and 
August, assuming the fishery proceeded at a pace similar 
to 2009.  However, increased sampling implemented by 
NOAA Fisheries and partners in response to the 
Deepwater Horizon/BP oil spill (DWH/BP spill) 
indicates summer fishing effort is down significantly 
relative to 2009 off the Florida Panhandle through 
Louisiana.   
 
In August 2010, NOAA Fisheries reanalyzed the 
projected quota closure date for greater amberjack in 
2010.  The analysis considered multiple data sources 
including Gulf private and charter recreational landings 
estimates through June 30, headboat landings estimates 
through July 23, and available information regarding the 
short-term impacts of the DWH/BP spill upon 
recreational greater amberjack landings.  
 
Projection scenarios that explicitly considered the 
impacts of the DWH/BP spill and associated fishery 
closures indicated it was unlikely the 2010 quota would 

be reached prior to mid-October 2010.  Thus, the 
recreational greater amberjack fishery remains open until 
a reevaluation of the cumulative landings can be 
performed in late-October.  Upon completion of the 
reevaluation, NOAA Fisheries will issue a Fishery 
Bulletin to alert constituents of a closure date if the 
recreational greater amberjack quota is reached or 
projected to be reached. 
 
A greater amberjack stock assessment update is 
scheduled to be completed early in 2011. 
 
The “Updated Projections for 2010 Quota Closure Date 
for the Gulf of Mexico Recreational Greater Amberjack” 
(SERO-LAPP-2010-05) report is available on-line @ 
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sf/GrouperSnapperandReefFis
h.htm. If you should have any questions or wish to 
receive a copy of the report please contact  
Rich Malinowski at 727-824-5305. 
 
If you would like to receive these fishery bulletins via e-
mail as soon as they are published, please contact us at: 
SERO.Communications.Comments@noaa.gov. 
 
This bulletin provides a summary of the information 
regarding the regulations.  Any discrepancies between 
this bulletin and the regulations in the Federal Register 
will be resolved in favor of the Federal Register. 
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