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RE-CERTIFICATION OF TWO BYCATCH REDUCTION DEVICES (BRDs) 

FOR THE SOUTHEASTERN SHRIMP FISHERY 

Small Entity Compliance Guide 
 

NOAA Fisheries Service has re-established a two-year 

provisional certification for the Composite Panel BRD 

for the shrimp fisheries in the Gulf of Mexico and South 

Atlantic region, and the Extended Funnel BRD for use in 

the Gulf of Mexico shrimp fishery.  The Extended 

Funnel BRD is currently certified for use in the South 

Atlantic shrimp fishery.  These two BRDs are 

provisionally certified for use in the designated areas 

through May 24, 2012. 

 

In addition, NOAA Fisheries Service is making minor 

modifications to relax the technical specifications of the 

Composite Panel BRD.   For information regarding these 

BRDs, please contact NOAA Fisheries Service’s 

Pascagoula Laboratory, Harvesting Technology Branch, 

3209 Frederic Street, P.O. Drawer 1207, Pascagoula, 

Mississippi 39568; phone: 228-762-4591. 

  

The intended effect of this rule is to improve bycatch 

reduction in the shrimp fishery to better meet the 

requirements of National Standard 9 of the Magnuson-

Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act. 

 

Background 

In 2008, NOAA Fisheries Service provisionally certified 

the Extended Funnel BRD for use in the Gulf of Mexico, 

and the Composite Panel BRD was provisionally 

certified for use in the Gulf of Mexico and the South 

Atlantic region for a two-year period.   No new 

information exists to indicate these BRDs do not 

continue to meet the provisional certification criterion.  

Re-establishing these BRDs for use in the fishery will 

allow fishermen a wider choice of gear when seeking the 

most effective BRD for the specific local fishing 

conditions. 

 

This bulletin provides only a summary of the 

information regarding the rule.  Any discrepancies 

between this bulletin and the rule published in the 

Federal Register will be resolved in favor of the Federal 

Register. 

 

If you would like to receive these fishery bulletins via 

e-mail as soon as they are published, e-mail us at: 

SERO.Communications.Comments@noaa.gov.  
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