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NOAA FISHERIES SERVICE REMINDS COMMERCIAL REEF FISH PERMIT HOLDERS
OF UPCOMING NEED FOR AN ENDORSEMENT TO USE BOTTOM LONGLINES
FOR REEF FISH IN THE EASTERN GULF OF MEXICO

During the first week of May, NOAA Fisheries
Service’s Southeast Regional Office mailed out 62
bottom longline endorsements to qualifying commercial
reef fish vessel permit holders.

Beginning May 26, 2010, an endorsement is required to
accompany a commercial reef fish vessel permit aboard
vessels using bottom longlines to fish for reef fish in the
eastern Gulf of Mexico (east of 85° 30° W. long.). Only
federally-permitted vessels with demonstrated average
annual landings of 40,000 pounds of reef fish taken by
fish traps or longlines during 1999-2007 qualified for an
endorsement.

An eligible permittee who does not receive an
endorsement from the Regional Administrator (RA),
must contact the RA no later than June 25, 2010, to
clarify his/her endorsement status.

A commercial reef fish vessel permit holder who
believes he/she should qualify for an endorsement
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but did not receive one, may appeal their eligibility to
the RA. The only items subject to appeal are initial
eligibility for the reef fish bottom longline endorsement
based on ownership of a qualifying reef fish permit, the
accuracy of the amount of landings, and correct
assignment of landings to the permittee. Appeals based
on hardship factors will not be considered. Appeals
must be submitted to the RA postmarked no later than
August 25, 2010, and must contain documentation
supporting the basis for the appeal. The RA will review
all appeals, render final decisions on the appeals, and
advise the appellant of the final decision.

This bulletin provides only a summary of the
information regarding the final rule implementing
Amendment 31 to the Fishery Management Plan for
Reef Fish Resources of the Gulf of Mexico. Any
discrepancies between this bulletin and the final rule
published in the Federal Register will be resolved in
favor of the Federal Register.
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