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NOAA FISHERIES SERVICE SEEKS COMMENTS ON A PROPOSED RULE 

TO PROVISIONALLY RE-CERTIFY BYCATCH REDUCTION DEVICES (BRDs) AND MODIFY 

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS FOR A BRD FOR THE SOUTHEASTERN SHRIMP FISHERY 
 
NOAA Fisheries Service is seeking public input on a 

proposed rule to re-establish a two-year provisional 

certification for two bycatch reduction devices (BRDs) 

for the shrimp fishery.  The intended effect of this 

proposed rule is to provide opportunity for additional 

evaluation and potential improvement of the BRDs.  The 

goal is to improve bycatch reduction in the shrimp 

fishery to better meet the requirements of National 

Standard 9 of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 

Conservation and Management Act.  In addition, NOAA 

Fisheries Service is proposing minor modifications to 

relax the technical specifications to one of the BRDs.  

These changes do not affect the functionality of the 

BRD, but would provide increased flexibility to the 

industry in constructing and using this BRD.   

Comments on the proposed action will be accepted 

through May 5, 2010. 
 

Background 

In 2008, NOAA Fisheries Service provisionally certified 

the Extended Funnel BRD for use in the Gulf of Mexico, 

and the Composite Panel BRD was provisionally 

certified for use in the Gulf of Mexico and the South 

Atlantic region for a two-year period.   

 

The time-limited two-year provisional certification was 

intended to allow the fishing industry the opportunity to 

evaluate the gear under normal fishing operations and to 

improve the BRDs to the point they could be fully 

certified for use.  Thus, the expectation was that there 

would not be a need for a longer time frame for a 

specific provisional certification.  However, collection of 

new data and sufficient industry-level evaluation of these 

BRDs was delayed due to states needing time to develop 

compatible regulations in their territorial waters, and it 

took time for net shops and other manufacturers to 

produce a supply of BRDs for purchase by the industry.  

Thus, fishermen have not had the opportunity to use 

these new BRDs or to make improvements to them. 

No new information exists to indicate these BRDs do not 

continue to meet the provisional certification criterion.  

Because of the limited time fishermen have had to 

evaluate the BRDs, NOAA Fisheries Service is 

proposing to re-certify them for an additional two-year 

period.  Re-establishing these BRDs for use in the 

fishery would reduce regulatory confusion and allow 

fishermen a wider choice of gear when seeking the most 

effective BRD for the specific local fishing conditions. 

  

The proposed technical specification changes include 

removing the restriction to construct the Composite 

Panel BRD from nylon, allowing greater flexibility in 

the size of webbing used, and adjusting some 

measurements from mesh counts to inches. 

 

Dates and Addresses 

Written comments on these proposed changes must be 

received no later than 5 p.m., eastern time, May 5, 2010.  

You may submit comments, identified by 0648-AY58, 

by any one of the following methods: 

 

•  Electronic Submissions:  Submit all electronic public 

comments via the Federal eRulemaking Portal at  

http://www.regulations.gov 

 

•  Mail: Steve Branstetter, Southeast Regional Office, 

NMFS, 263 13th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, Florida 

33701. 

 

Comments received through means not specified in this 

bulletin will not be considered. 

 

Instructions:  Enter the following docket number into the 

“Search” box: NOAA-NMFS-2010-0020. All comments 

received are part of the public record and will generally 

be posted to http://www.regulations.gov without change. 

Comments will be posted for public viewing after the 

comment period has closed.  All Personal Identifying 
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Information (for example, name, address, etc.) 

voluntarily submitted by the commenter may be publicly 

accessible.  Do not submit Confidential Business 

Information or otherwise sensitive or protected 

information.  NOAA Fisheries Service will accept 

anonymous comments.  Attachments to electronic 

comments will be accepted in Microsoft Word, Excel, 

WordPerfect, or Adobe PDF file formats only.   

 

Comments received by May 5, 2010, will be considered 

by NOAA Fisheries Service in its decision to approve, 

disapprove, or partially approve the proposed actions.   

Comments received after that date will not be considered 

by NOAA Fisheries Service in this decision.  All 

comments received by NOAA Fisheries Service will be 

addressed in the final rule.  

This bulletin provides only a summary of the 

information regarding the proposed rule.  Any 

discrepancies between this bulletin and the proposed rule 

published in the Federal Register will be resolved in 

favor of the Federal Register. 

 

How can we improve these fishery bulletins? 

If you have any suggestions on how we may improve 

future fishery bulletins, please contact:  

Kim Amendola, Communication Specialist 

Phone: 727-551-5707; FAX: 727-824-5320 

 

If you would like to receive these fishery bulletins via 

e-mail as soon as they are published, e-mail us at: 

SERO.Communications.Comments@noaa.gov.  
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