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Recommended Strategies to Prevent
Sea Turtle Bycatch and Mortality in Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish Fishery

A 2009 Biological Opinion on sea turtle bycatch has
issued an Incidental Take Statement (ITS) for the Gulf of
Mexico (Gulf) reef fish fishery.  The continued
authorization of the fishery partially depends on not
exceeding the ITS. NOAA Fisheries Service
recommends two strategies to reduce sea turtle bycatch
and mortality in the Gulf reef fish fishery.

Avoiding Sea Turtle Bycatch

NOAA Fisheries Service suggests fishermen share
information as necessary with other local vessel captains
regarding protected species interactions. Such
information may include reporting a recent bycatch
event and/or locations of protected species. The goal of
identifying and exchanging information should be
intended to avoid protected species bycatch.

Reporting real-time observations of sea turtles while
fishing enables a vessel captain to inform other fleet
captains to avoid the area where they interacted with a
turtle. For example, when sea turtles are seen in the
vicinity of vessel’s fishing area or interact with gear,
vessel operators are encouraged to move to new fishing
grounds. Anecdotal information indicates that, if a
vessel catches a sea turtle, moving the vessel from the
grounds where the turtle capture occurred before making
another set may reduce the chance of having another
turtle interaction. Captains are also encouraged to
describe the nature of any of their protected species
interactions, discuss the results of any mitigation or safe
handling/release measures used, and share best practices.

Sea Turtle and Sawfish Placards and Release Gear

Owners and operators of vessels with Gulf reef fish
commercial or charter vessel/headboat permits are
reminded that they must:
(&) Follow protocols for the proper care and release of
sea turtles and smalltooth sawfish, and
(b) Have specific release gear and instruction placards
onboard.

These requirements must be met at all times, even when
recreational fishing.

For specific questions on sea turtle and smalltooth
sawfish release protocols, contact Charles Bergmann at
the NOAA Fisheries Service Pascagoula Laboratory:
Phone: 228-762-4591  Cell: 228- 623-0748
E-mail:Charles.Bergmann@noaa.gov

Need more information on these topics?
Southeast Regional Office’s Web page:
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov

This bulletin provides only summary information. Any
discrepancies between this bulletin and fishing
regulations as published in the Federal Register will be
resolved in favor of the Federal Register.



