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NOAA Seeks Comments on a Proposed Rule to Change Bottom Longline
Regulations in Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish Fishery

NOAA Fisheries Service is seeking public comment on a
proposed rule that would implement measures to allow
the continued operation of the bottom longline
component of the reef fish fishery in the eastern Gulf of
Mexico while maintaining protective measures for sea
turtles. The preferred options establish gear
modifications, season-area closures, and a restrictive
endorsement program to limit participation in the bottom
longline component of the commercial reef fish fishery.
These measures are outlined in Amendment 31 to the
Fishery Management Plan for the Reef Fish Resources
of the Gulf of Mexico submitted by the Gulf of Mexico
Fishery Management Council. NOAA Fisheries Service
announced the availability of Amendment 31 for public
review and comment in an earlier Southeast Fishery
Bulletin (FB09-071) on December 31, 2009. The
proposed rule was published in the Federal Register on
January 15, 2010, with the comment period ending
March 1, 2010.

Proposed Management Measures

Measures in the proposed rule are to:

1) Prohibit the use of bottom longline gear in the reef
fish fishery east of Cape San Blas, Florida,
shoreward of a line approximating the 35-fathom
depth contour from June through August;

2) reduce the number of bottom longline vessels
operating in the fishery through a longline
endorsement provided only to federally-permitted
vessels with demonstrated average annual landings
of 40,000 pounds of reef fish taken by fish traps or
longlines during 1999-2007; and

3) restrict the number of hooks that may be possessed
onboard each reef fish bottom longline vessel to
1,000 hooks total, only 750 of which may be fished
or rigged for fishing at any given time.

Request for Comments
Written comments on this proposed rule must be
received no later than March 1, 2010, to be considered

by NOAA Fisheries Service. See the Addresses section
for information on where and how to submit comments.
All comments received by NOAA Fisheries Service
whether on the amendment or the proposed rule will be
addressed in the final rule.

Addresses

Electronic copies of the proposed rule or Amendment 31
may be obtained from the e-Rulemaking Portal at
http://www.regulations.gov, the Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council’s Web site at
http://www.gulfcouncil.org, or from NOAA Fisheries
Service, Southeast Regional Office, Sustainable
Fisheries Division, 263 13th Avenue South, St.
Petersburg, Florida 33701-5505.

You may submit comments by any of the following
methods:

e Electronic Submissions: Federal e-Rulemaking
Portal:  http://www.requlations.gov. Enter the
following docket number into the “Search” box:
NOAA-NMFS-2008-0310. All comments received
are part of the public record and will generally be
posted to http://www.regulations.gov  without
change. Comments will be posted for public
viewing after the comment period has closed. All
personal identifying information (for example,
name, address, etc.) voluntarily submitted by the
commenter, may be publicly accessible. Do not
submit  confidential business information or
otherwise sensitive or protected information.
NOAA Fisheries Service will accept anonymous
comments. Attachments to electronic comments will
be accepted in Microsoft Word, Excel, WordPerfect,
or Adobe PDF file formats only. Comments
received through means not specified in this bulletin
may not be considered.




e Mail: Cynthia Meyer, NOAA Fisheries Service,
Southeast Regional Office, Sustainable Fisheries
Division, 263 13th Avenue South, St. Petersburg,
Florida 33701-5505.

o Fax: 727-824-5308, Attention: Cynthia Meyer.

This bulletin provides only a summary of the
information pertinent to the rule. Any discrepancies
between this bulletin and the rule as published in the
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Federal Register will be resolved in favor of the Federal

Register.

Need more information on these topics?
Southeast Regional Office’s Web page:

http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov
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