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Clarification of Selected Reef Fish Regulations in the Gulf of Mexico for 2010

Individual Fishing Quota (IFQ) Program

On August 31, 2009, NOAA Fisheries Service published
a rule in the Federal Register establishing a grouper and
tilefish IFQ program for commercial fishermen in the
Gulf of Mexico (Gulf). This rule also made changes to
the red snapper commercial IFQ program to align that
program with the grouper and tilefish IFQ program. On
January 1, 2010, both IFQ programs will be merged into
one online IFQ system with an updated format.

Anyone holding a federal commercial reef fish vessel
permit fishing for groupers, tilefishes, or red snapper in
the Gulf must abide by the federal regulations for the
IFQ program regardless of where the fish are harvested.
Anyone holding a federal reef fish dealer permit must
abide by the federal regulations for the IFQ program
when purchasing groupers, tilefishes, or red snapper
regardless of where in the Gulf the fish are harvested.

Initial grouper and tilefish IFQ participants received
letters in early October containing information about the
IFQ program. For further information, please see
Southeast Fishery Bulletins FB09-048, FB09-057, and
FB09-061, or call IFQ Customer Service at (866) 425-
7627.

Deepwater Grouper and Tilefish Closures

The commercial closures of these two sectors of the Gulf
reef fish fishery end December 31, 2009, at midnight,
local time. Fishermen may not fish for or retain any
deepwater grouper or tilefish species in the Gulf until
after this time.

With implementation of the IFQ program, closures are
no longer anticipated for any species or species group
regulated by the program. In addition, the 6,000-pound
grouper trip limit has been removed.  However,
fishermen must hold IFQ allocation in the appropriate
share category to commercially fish for groupers,
tilefishes, or red snapper.

Bottom Longline Restrictions

A temporary rule to reduce sea turtle bycatch in the
bottom longline component of the Gulf reef fish fishery
was effective October 16, 2009. This rule prohibits the
use of longline gear for reef fish in the eastern Gulf (east
of 85°30°W longitude, near Cape San Blas, Florida)
shoreward of a line approximating the 35-fathom depth
contour. In addition, reef fish vessels in the eastern Gulf
using longline gear are restricted to 1,000 hooks per
vessel with no more than 750 hooks being fished or
rigged for fishing at any given time. For the purpose of
this paragraph, “hooks rigged for fishing” means hooks
attached to a line or other device capable of attaching to
the mainline of the longline. These restrictions will
remain in place until long-term measures to reduce sea
turtle bycatch are implemented. For further information,
please see Southeast Fishery Bulletin FB09-054.

Greater Amberjack Closures

The commercial and recreational closures for greater
amberjack in the Gulf end December 31, 2009, at
midnight, local time. Both sectors were closed due to
meeting their 2009 quotas. Regulations require any
guota overage to be subtracted from the next year’s
guota. When final catch statistics for 2009 are compiled,
NOAA Fisheries Service will issue Southeast Fishery
Bulletins informing fishermen of any adjustments to the
quotas and any resulting early closures for the 2010
fishing year.

This bulletin provides only a summary of the
information regarding the existing regulations. Any
discrepancies between this bulletin and the regulations
as published in the Federal Register will be resolved in
favor of the Federal Register.



