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Changes to the Red Snapper Individual Fishing Quota (IFQ) Program in the Gulf of Mexico
Effective January 1, 2010

On August 31, 2009, NOAA Fisheries Service published a
rule in the Federal Register establishing a grouper and
tilefish IFQ program for commercial fishermen in the Gulf
of Mexico. This rule also made changes to the red
snapper IFQ program to align that program with the
grouper and tilefish IFQ program. On January 1, 2010,
both IFQ programs will be merged into one online IFQ
program with an updated format. Participants in the red
snapper IFQ program may wish to attend a workshop to
learn about this new format (see page 2).

Pre-approval of Landing Locations

Currently, a red snapper IFQ participant can enter any
location when making a notification of landing red
snapper, and approval is only needed to place the location
on the VMS and online drop-down menus. Beginning
January 1, 2010, landing locations must be pre-
approved by NOAA Fisheries Service Office for Law
Enforcement for both the red snapper and
grouper/tilefish IFQ programs.  Proposed landing
locations can be submitted via the IFQ Web site or by
calling IFQ Customer Service at any time. However, new
landing locations will be approved only at the end of each
calendar-year quarter. To have a landing location
approved by the end of the calendar-year quarter, it must
be submitted at least 45 days before the end of the
calendar-year quarter.

Pre-approved landing locations must be publicly
accessible by land and water and have a street address. If
a particular landing location has no street address on
record, global positioning system (GPS) coordinates for an
identifiable geographic location must be provided. Other
criteria may also be used when approving locations.

Vessel Accounts and Landing Notifications

An IFQ vessel account will be required for a person
aboard a vessel to land red snapper, groupers, or tilefishes.
A person who has established an IFQ account online will
establish a vessel account through that IFQ account for
each vessel. Only one vessel account can be established

per vessel, but multiple vessel accounts can be established
under each IFQ account. The requirement for vessel
accounts eliminates the need for IFQ vessel endorsements;
therefore the vessel endorsement requirement has been
eliminated from the red snapper IFQ program.

Before a landing notification for the wvessel is
submitted, the vessel account associated with that
vessel must have enough allocation for the fish on
board. To improve enforceability of the IFQ program,
the estimated pounds (gutted weight) of red snapper on
board must be included in the landing notification.

Share transfers

Currently, share transfers require submission of a paper
transaction. Starting January 1, 2010, share transfers must
be accomplished online via the IFQ Web site. Approval
will be required from both the transferor and transferee. If
the information from the transferor is accepted, the online
system will send an electronic message of the pending
transfer to the transferee. The transferee will approve the
share transfer by electronic signature. If the transferee
approves the share transfer, the online system would send
a transfer approval code to both the transferor and
transferee confirming the transaction.

Dealer Requirements

Starting January 1, 2010, if a discrepancy regarding a
landing transaction report is discovered after approval, the
dealer or vessel account holder (or his or her authorized
agent) can initiate a landing transaction correction form to
correct the landing transaction. This form will be
available via the IFQ Web site. Both parties will validate
the landing correction form by entering their respective
PINs. The dealer will then print out the form, both parties
will sign it, and the form will be mailed to NOAA
Fisheries Service. The form must be received by NOAA
Fisheries Service no later than 15 days after the date of the
initial landing transaction.



Two items will be eliminated to ease the administrative
burden associated with dealer requirements: 1) The
annual ex-vessel value report because the information in
the report is readily available on the IFQ Web site, 2) the
notice of annulment sent on or about the 61* day after the
end of each calendar-year quarter for a dealer whose cost
recovery fee payment remains delinquent. This notice did
not accompany any new action on the part of NOAA

Fisheries Service to curtail the dealer’s activities, and so is
unnecessary.

This bulletin provides only a summary of the information
regarding the existing regulations. Any discrepancies
between this bulletin and the regulations as published in
the Federal Register will be resolved in favor of the
Federal Register.

Workshop Dates and Locations
Date Location Address City, State Zip
November 16 Wingate Inn 12009 Indian River Biloxi, MS 39540
Rd.
November 17 Riverview Plaza 64 S. Water St. Mobile, AL 36602
Hotel
November 18 Courtyard Marriott 905 E. 23" Place Panama City, FL 32405
November 19 Franklin Co. 33 Market Street Apalachicola, FL 32302
Courthouse
December 2 City of Madeira 300 Municipal Dr. Madeira Beach, FL 33708
Beach
December 8 Larose Civic Center 307 East 5" Street Larose, LA 70373
December 9 Holiday Inn 5002 Seawall Blvd. Galveston, TX 77551
December 10 Courtyard Marriott 3955 N. Expressway | Brownsville, TX 78520
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