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Reminder of Seasonal Boundary Shifts and Other Regulatory Issues  
for Mackerel in the Gulf of Mexico and South Atlantic 

 
NOAA Fisheries Service reminds fishermen the 
boundary between the Atlantic and Gulf groups of king 
mackerel off Florida shifts November 1, 2009.  This 
change also affects daily commercial trip limits.  
 
November 1–March 31 (see map on next page) 
During this time period, fish harvested southward of the 
Flagler/Volusia County line to the Miami-Dade/Monroe 
County line are considered to be Gulf group king 
mackerel.  The trip limit for the fishery in this Florida 
east coast subzone during this time period is 50 fish per 
day, until February 1, when trip limits may increase to 
75 fish per day, if 75 percent of the quota has not been 
reached.  The area north of the Flagler/Volusia County 
boundary is considered to contain Atlantic group king 
mackerel year-round, with a 3,500-pound trip limit.   

 
April 1–October 31 (see map on next page) 
Beginning April 1, the boundary between Atlantic and 
Gulf groups of king mackerel shifts south and west from 
the Flagler/Volusia County boundary on the Florida east 
coast to the Monroe/Collier County boundary on the 
Florida west coast.  At this time, fish harvested along the 
east coast of Florida, including all of Monroe County, 
are considered to be Atlantic group king mackerel.  
North of the Volusia/Brevard County line the trip limit is 
3,500 pounds.  From the Volusia/Brevard County line to 
the Miami-Dade/Monroe County line the trip limit is 75 
fish.  In Monroe County the trip limit is 1,250 pounds. 
 
Other Zones 
The area west of the Florida/Alabama state line is 
considered the western zone for the Gulf group king 
mackerel year-round. This zone closed September 4, 
2009, and will reopen July 1, 2010, with a trip limit of 
3,000 pounds. 
 
The west coast of Florida is divided into northern and 
southern zones at 26° 19.8' N. lat. (a line directly west 
from the Lee/Collier County line).  The northern 
subzone extends to the Florida/Alabama state line and 
remains the same year-round.  This zone closed October 

24, 2009, and will reopen July 1, 2010, with a trip limit 
of 1,250 pounds.   
 
Fish harvested from Collier and Monroe Counties until 
April 1, 2010, are considered to be Gulf group king 
mackerel in the Florida west coast southern subzone.  
The trip limit for the hook-and-line sector is 1,250 
pounds.  The gillnet sector opens January 19, 2010, with 
a trip limit of 25,000 pounds. 
 
Fishermen should note an increased effort this year has 
resulted in early closures of two zones.  Anyone 
continuing to fish in open areas should closely monitor 
landings via the Southeast Regional Office Website 
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/quotas/quotas.htm or by 
calling the above telephone number. 
 
Spanish Mackerel 
The area of the Gulf group Spanish mackerel fishery 
extends from the southern border of Texas throughout 
the Gulf to the Miami-Dade/Monroe County border on 
the east coast of Florida.  The fishing year is April 1 
through March 31, and there are no trip limits. 

The Atlantic migratory group Spanish mackerel fishing 
year is March 1 through the end of February.  The area 
for this group is divided into northern and southern 
zones at the Florida/Georgia state line.  In the northern 
zone, the trip limit is 3,500 pounds year-round.  In the 
southern zone, the trip limit is currently 3,500 pound.  
Starting December 1, trips in this zone are not limited.  
The unlimited period continues until 75 percent of the 
adjusted quota is landed, after which the trip limit is 
1,500 pounds.  When 100 percent of the adjusted quota 
is reached, the trip limit is reduced to 500 pounds until 
the end of the fishing year. 

How can we improve these fishery bulletins? 
If you have any suggestions on how we may improve 
future fishery bulletins, please contact:  
Kim Amendola, Communication Specialist 
Phone: (727) 551-5707; FAX: (727) 824-5320  
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If you would like to receive these fishery bulletins via e-
mail as soon as they are published, e-mail us at: 
SERO.Communications.Comments@noaa.gov. 
You will still receive a hard copy of these bulletins 
through the mail. 
 

This bulletin provides only a summary of the 
information regarding the existing regulations.  Any 
discrepancies between this bulletin and the regulations 
as published in the Federal Register will be resolved in 
favor of the Federal Register. 

                 

                         
 

Commercial Hook-and- Line Quotas for King Mackerel  (pounds) 
Gulf Group  
Western Zone 1,010,000 
Eastern Zone  
   Florida West Coast Subzone Northern 168,750 
   Florida West Coast Subzone Southern  520,312  
   Florida East Coast Subzone 1,040,625 
  
Atlantic Group (includes gillnets north of Cape Lookout, NC) 3,710,000 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


