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Gulf of Mexico Individual Fishing Quota (IFQ) Program Announcements 

 
On August 31, 2009, a rule published in the Federal 
Register establishing a grouper and tilefish IFQ program 
for commercial fishermen in the Gulf of Mexico. This 
rule also made changes to the red snapper IFQ program 
to align that program with the grouper and tilefish IFQ 
program. 
 
Initial Apportionment of IFQ Shares and Allocation 
A letter was sent on October 5, 2009, to each 
commercial reef fish permit holder on record as of 
October 1, 2009.  This letter informed individuals of 
his/her estimated grouper and tilefish IFQ shares and 
2010 allocation.  IFQ shares are the percent of the 
quotas assigned to each fisherman.  Allocation is the 
pounds of fish each fisherman has the opportunity to 
harvest each year.   If you are a valid commercial reef 
fish permit holder and did not receive a letter, please 
contact IFQ Customer Service (see contact 
information above). 
 
Shares were distributed proportionately among eligible 
participants based on landings during 1999-2004, with 
an allowance for dropping one year.  Five species-
specific share types were established: red grouper, gag, 
other shallow water grouper (other SWG), deepwater 
grouper (DWG), and tilefish shares.  Estimated 
allocation was based on the 2010 quota for each share 
type. 
 
Individuals with no landings of grouper or tilefish during 
the qualifying period, or those acquiring a permit after 
September 30, 2009, did not receive initial shares or 
allocation. These individuals may still participate in the 
IFQ program by purchasing shares or allocation from 
current shareholders after January 1, 2010. 
 
Appeals Process 
The only items subject to appeal under the grouper-
tilefish IFQ program are: 

1) Initial eligibility for shares based on ownership 
of a commercial reef fish vessel permit.  

2) The accuracy of the amount of landings.  
Logbook landings used to determine shares are 

in gutted weight, not whole weight.    
3) Correct assignment of landings to the permit 

owner.  
4) Correct assignment of gag versus black grouper 

landings.  
 
Appeals based on hardship factors will not be 
considered.  NOAA Fisheries Service reef fish permit 
records are the sole basis for determining permit 
ownership.  Appeals regarding landings data from 1999-
2004 will be based on NOAA Fisheries Service logbook 
records.  If NOAA Fisheries Service logbook records are 
not available, the Regional Administrator may use state 
landings records or data that were submitted in 
compliance with applicable Federal and state regulations 
on or before December 31, 2006.  Appeals may be 
submitted to: 
 

NOAA Fisheries Service 
Southeast Regional Office 
Attn: Regional Administrator 
263 13th Avenue South  
St. Petersburg, Florida 33701  

 
When submitting an appeal, indicate the reason for 
appealing and provide supporting documentation for 
your appeal (e.g., copies of landings records and/or 
permit ownership).  Appeals must be submitted to the 
NOAA Fisheries Service Regional Administrator 
postmarked no later than April 1, 2010.   
 
Pre-approval of Landing Locations 
For both the red snapper and grouper/tilefish IFQ 
programs, landing locations must be pre-approved by 
NOAA Fisheries Service Office for Law Enforcement 
beginning January 1, 2010.  New landing locations will 
be approved only at the end of each calendar-year 
quarter. To have a landing location approved by the end 
of the calendar-year quarter, it must be submitted at least 
45 days before the end of the calendar-year quarter.  
Landing locations must be submitted for review by 
November 15, 2009, to be used January 1, 2010. 
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Pre-approved landing locations must be publicly 
accessible by land and water and have a street address. If 
a particular landing location has no street address on 
record, global positioning system (GPS) coordinates for 
an identifiable geographic location must be provided. 
Other criteria may also be used when approving 
locations. 
 
Workshops 
NOAA Fisheries Service will conduct workshops for 
shareholders and dealers throughout the Gulf region 
during November and December of this year.  These 

workshops will address how to manage IFQ accounts, 
how to complete landing transactions and other online 
activities, and the regulations governing the IFQ 
program.  Please see the table below for dates and 
locations. 
 
This bulletin provides only a summary of the 
information regarding the existing regulations.  Any 
discrepancies between this bulletin and the regulations 
as published in the Federal Register will be resolved in 
favor of the Federal Register. 
 

 
Workshop Dates and Locations 

Date Location Address City, State Zip 
November 3 NOAA Fisheries Southeast 

Regional Office 
263 13th Ave S St. Petersburg, FL 33701 

November 4 City Hall Council Chamber 123 NW Hwy. 19 Crystal River, FL 34428 

November 9 
(12-3 p.m.) 

Southwest Florida Workforce 
Development Board, Inc. 

4150 Ford Street Extension Fort Myers, FL 33916 

November 9 Courtyard Marriott 3250 Tamiami Trail N Naples, FL 34103 

November 10 Harvey Government Center 1200 Truman Avenue Key West, FL 33040 

November 16 Wingate Inn 12009 Indian River Road Biloxi, MS 39540 

November 17 Riverview Plaza Hotel 64 S. Water Street Mobile, AL 36602 

November 18 Courtyard Marriott 905 E. 23rd Place Panama City, FL 32405 

November 19 Franklin Co. Courthouse 33 Market Street Apalachicola, FL 32302 

December 2 City of Madeira Beach 300 Municipal Drive Madeira Beach, FL 33708 

December 8 Larose Civic Center 307 East 5th Street Larose, LA 70373 
December 9 Holiday Inn 5002 Seawall Boulevard Galveston, TX 77551 

December 10 Courtyard Marriott  3955 N. Expressway 77/83 Brownsville, TX 78520 

*All workshops will begin at 6:00 p.m. and end no later than 9:00 p.m., except the November 9 workshop in Ft. 
Myers, FL, which will begin at 12:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


