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New Rule: Bottom Longline Gear Restriction in the Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish Fishery

NOAA Fisheries Service implemented a rule, effective &5 Sﬁg,v,vy/"‘ L B a2 1w
October 16, 2009, to reduce the sea turtle bycatch in the . yo \

bottom longline component of the Gulf of Mexico reef ﬁdﬁd'sﬁ,;k%// \\\f W (’%{\

fish fishery. The rule prohibits bottom longlining for s mﬂ “L.a L -
Gulf reef fish east of 85°30°W longitude (near Cape San ] S 2{3 1‘}@“

Blas, Florida) shoreward of the line approximating the /

35-fathom depth contour (see map and table) with a - Steamboat Il "1 o 3 -
restriction of 1,000 hooks per vessel with no more than S \ . f\

750 hooks being fished or rigged for fishing at any given : e

time. For the purpose of this paragraph, “hooks rigged . \ Y N
for fishing” means hooks attached to a line or other \

device capable of attaching to the mainline of the i oMo

longline. . 0 .
During vessel transit through closed zones, no reef fish ”%

may be possessed unless bottom longline gear is ﬂ vt
appropriately stowed, meaning that a longline may be o ] L LA
left on the drum if all gangions and hooks are j‘%ﬂiﬁiﬂb@f ol
disconnected and stowed below deck; hooks cannot be Reserve

baited, and all buoys must be disconnected from the Legend l

gear, but may remain on deck. ~— 20Fathom Line N Closed Areas | . 1...0

Created by: NMF5-5ERO-5FD
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As a reminder, in the case of the 35-fathom regulation
line intersecting a marine reserve, fishermen must also

adhere to the regulations for the reserve. Longitude West Latitude North

Degree Decimal Degree Decimal
The purpose of this rule is to balance the continued Waypoint Minute Minute
operation of the bottom longline component of the reef A 85°30.00' 28°58.70'
fish fishery while maintaining adequately protective B 85°26.70' 28°59.25'
measures  for  loggerhead sea turtles pending C 85°13.80' 28°57.00'
implementation of long-term mitigation measures. D 85°03.90' 28°47 40"
o 1 (o] 1
This bulletin provides only a summary of the E 84043'00 28019'50
information regarding the existing regulations. Any F 84720.00 28700.80
discrepancies between this bulletin and the regulations as G 83°40.00' 26°48.80'
published in the Federal Register will be resolved in H 83°19.00' 25°17.00'
favor of the Federal Register. | 83°21.00' 24°54.00'
. . J 83°12.30' 24°29.50'

Copies of the rule or Environmental Assessment may be S 5

K 83°00.00' 24°26.50'

accessed from the e-Rulemaking Portal at
http://www.regulations.gov (Docket: NOAA-NMFS-
2009-0201).




